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The Award Winning 
Graphics and Publishing Team! 


Ideal Entry-Level Graphics 
CorelDRAW 3 is so easy to use! With precision 
type control, amazing special effects and powerful 
illustration tools, CorelDRAW 3 is the ideal entry-level 
graphics package. CorelDRAW 3 includes CorelCHART, 
Corel PHOTO-PAINT, CorelSHOW, CorelTRACE 
and Corel MOSAIC. 

• 250 Fonts • 14.000 Clipart * 


Powerhouse Graphics 
CorelDRAW 4 is the complete graphics solution. 
With all the power and modules of CorelDRAW 3, 
CorelDRAW 4 also includes dozens of new artistic and 
technical enhancements, an object-orientated animation 
module, OCR capabilities and multi-page layout. 

• 750 Fonts • 18.000 Clipart 


Hot News! 
CorelDRAW 4 wins 
Editor's Choice and 
Usability Award. 

PC Magazine , UK 
July 1994 


Complete Graphics & Publishing Solution 
CorelDRAW 5 combines the graphics power of 
CorelDRAW and the advanced publishing capabilities of 
Corel VENTURA 5 within an integrated user interface. 
CorelDRAW 5 has all the modules of CorelDRAW 4 plus a 
revolutionary color management system, major gains in 
speed and performance, and hundreds of improvements. 

• 825 Fonts • 22.000 Clipart 

Images fa Symbols 


1 - 800 - 547-0021 

Call for upgrade pricing 
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1-613-728-3733 
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DOSSIL 


THI WORLD? UAMNG 

¥091® CD-RvM 

COLLECTION 


HUNDREDS OF USES 

Project your mes¬ 
sages quickly 
and effectively 
with photographs. 
They will add flair 
and value to all your communications. 

ROYALTY FREE All Corel 

Professional 
Photos are 
royalty free. 
Corel has 
ensured that 
all images 
are photo¬ 
grapher as 

model 


Once you 
purchase a 
Corel Professional Photos tide you are 
free to use the images as often as you 
wish; there are no additional fees. 


QUALITY All Corel 

Professional Photos are shot by 
professional photographers. Each 
image is 
carefully 
scanned 

Kodak photo CD process, and is 
available in 5 resolutions. With digital 
photographs, modifying and editing is 
so much faster and easier. 

OWNERSHIP For less 

than 251 an image you will have your 
own personal 
library of 
photos. Being 
on CD-ROM 


Each CD-ROM includes: Image management software • Printed reference guide • Screen saver utilities 
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new titles every month! Volume sets also available. 
100 stunning photographs on each CD-ROM. 


Publisher’s" 
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™,TS 1 - 800 - 233-3898 
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$ ATTENTION $ 

PROFESSIONAL 

PHOTOGRAPHERS! 

If you are a professional photographer 

published in the world’s leading photo 
CD-ROM collection, call the number 

1 -613-728-0826 ext. 85080 


All Corel Professional Photos can be exported for use in any PC or Mac 
graphics, paint or DTP software package. CorelDRAW’s PHOTO-PAINT 
module, available in CorelDRAW 3, 4 and 5, provides an assortment of 
photo-editing tools to alter and manipulate photographs, along with the 
ability to add a variety of artistic effects and filters. 



Enter the Corel $2,000,000 World Design Contest and win! (September to March) 

To receive a fax: 1-613-728-0826 ext. 3080, Document #1004. To leave a message: 1-613-728-0826 ext. 81609. 














The new leader in photo-editing 

PHO" 
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g The Best in Photo-Editing and Bitmap Creation 


Corel PHOTO-PAINT 5 Plus includes a powerful color management system and all the tools you will need to paint, 
edit and retouch your images. With dynamic special effects such as mesh warp, swirl, pinch and 3D perspectives, 
and the ability to import or scan photos, creating your own design is easy with Corel PHOTO-PAINT. 



Productivity! 

• Load and edit partial images 

• Enter text directly on screen 

• Accurate color calibration system 

• Corel MOSAIC 

• Corel CAPTURE 


Creativity! 

• Over 50 image enhancement filters 

• Precise photo-retouching 

• Amazing special effects 

• Create your own palettes and 
brushes 


Easy to Use! 

• 1,000 photo images 

• 10,000 clipart images 

• 100 TrueType and Type 1 touts 

• Intuitive user interlace 

• Comprehensive documentation 
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• Create diagrams, flowcharts, 
organization charts and floor plans 

• Over 2,000 “drag and drop" symbols 

• 1,000 clipart images 

• 1,000 photos 

• 100 TrueType fonts 

• Automatic symbol connectors 

• The best flowcharting value on the market 

$6 g. 9 o- 


GallerY 

For Windows and Macintosh 


• 10,000 clipart images and symbols 
(6,000 in color) 

• Select an image using the handy full-color 
reference manual or on-line browser 

$39.90- 

11'Sampler U 

For Windows or Macintosh 

• Perfect as a screen saver 

• 100 high-resolution photos 

• Selected from Corel Professional Photos— 
the world’s leading Photo CD-ROM collection 

• Royalty-free stock photography 
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Corel ArtShow 5 (coffee-table book and companion CD-ROM) 
features over 3,000 incredible illustrations and designs from 
the Corel $1,000,000 World Design Contest. 

Available I 


The World’s Best Digital Photographs (coffee-table book and 
companion CD-ROM) profiles 120 images selected from Corel 
Professional Photos, the world’s leading photo CD-ROM collection. 
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In the morning, 

YOU PRINT 

OUT A LASER SHARP 

BLACK AND WHITE 

PROSPECTUS FOR YOUR 

NEW CLIENT. 


In the afternoon, 
it’s YET 

another set of 

FINANCIAL 

REPORTS TO THE 

ACCOUNTANT. 














































learn 

discover 


Disney’s Animated StoryBook 
“The Lion King’on CD-ROM. 

With the click of a mouse, the wonder of “The Lion King” 
comes to life. Your child can control the action of the story and 
interact with the characters through narration, animation, sound 


effects and songs as they virtually step into the Pride Lands to 
feel the drama firsthand. 

It’s a classic Disney tale enhanced by the power 
of CD-ROM, providing a unique experience to share 
time after time, creating your own Circle of Life. 

A free “The Lion King” mouse pad 
included for a limited time. 















And Some Just Don t Measure Up. 















Yoti Just Cant Lose With Mario*! 


Play five of the world's most popular games wr 
one of the world's most beloved characters. 


with 


yacht 


Your family will love playing with Mario in these easy-to-play games for kids 
of all ages. Play checkers with Yoshi and the Koopa Troopers. Match the 
pictures in Dominoes. Test your memory with Go Fish. Wake the turtles in 
Backgammon. Or roll the dice against Mario in Yacht Mario will charm you 
through each game with friendly and encouraging assistance. And with 
easy-to-read, on-screen instructions and the brilliantly detailed graphics, 
you’ll be King of the Game Gallery in no time/ 

Call 1-800-969-GAME or see your local retailer. 



MACPLAY 


iintosh is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, 























HOMEPC 


december 1994 


entertainment, education & productivity 


features 

102 Family projects for the holidays 

Deck the halls (and living room and den) with the holiday gifts and 
decorations we’ll show you how to make at your PC. By Carolyn Jabs 

122 Letters to Santa (PC’s, CD’s...) 

Do reindeer fly in cyberspace? We hope so, because Santa’s e-mailbox 
is full. Join us for a peek at preteens’ postings to the North Pole. 

129 Great gifts under $100 - 

Thirty suggestions destined to delight, plus a year-end index to the 
software our reviewers tapped as the best of 1994. By Jerry Lazar 

157 The Yule catalogs 

Our roundup of mail-order sources for a last-minute gift. By Rebecca Day 

164 How to pick the perfect computer 

To get what you want, first you have to know what you need. We spell 
out what makes a great PC tick, in plain English. By Robert J. Atkinson 

173 The shopper’s guide to monitors ◄- 

Screen the field to make your choices crystal-clear. By Robert J. Atkinson 

180 Memory not included 

How to ensure DOS games don’t hit a RAM jam. By Jeremy Schlosberg 

192 Address for success 

Get your holiday cards and other mail out fast and with a personal 
touch using your word processor’s mail-merge feature. By Hillary Rettig 

201 Getting into the college of your choice 

Your PC can do just about everything for your college-bound kids 
except take their SATs for them. By Steven Brewer 

h o m e f r o n t 

21 From the Editor 
41 Letters 

47 Ask Dr. PC -- 

Frozen mice; how to watch your software programs on TV; lost in fonts 

buyer’s guide 

62 Hot Stuff! ◄- 

Anti-glare glasses; sound Word advice; 3-D graphics for your printouts 

76 Best Buys 

Price protection; discount Bookshelf; backup to fit your budget 

Cover photograph by Jack Reznicki Studio; hair and makeup by Deborah Engelsman 
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buyer’s guide 
215 Consumer Lab 

Do PCs deliver good value? Our jury weighs the evidence in hands-on 
tests of eight popular models. 

software reviews 

91 Fun and Games 

Terrace’s squares throw strategists new curves and Lunicus is a blast. 

Also: Shadow of the Comet, Psychotron, Coaches Club Football and more. 

259 Kid Raves ◄- 

Beauty and the Beast does it again; Mario Teaches Typing, Discovering 
America and At Bat earn four stars. Also: new Mercer Mayer and more. 


HOMEPC 



269 Home Library 

Schubert’s Trout Quintet makes beautiful music with CD-ROM; explor¬ 
ing World Atlas version 5; Space Missions grounded; Dinos on CD. 

education 

245 Preschool - Grade 3 

Sing-along software hits the right notes, keeping kids entertained as they 
learn about music and melodies. 

249 Grades 4-8 ◄- 

Anatomy of a software program: Send kids on a fantastic journey through 
the human body to teach them about science, sustenance and health. 



253 Grades 9- 12 

Religion programs help teens reflect on the holiday season. 

do-it-yourself 

277 Nuts + Bolts ◄- 

Need more power for multimedia? Follow our step-by-step instructions 
for installing a new processor chip. 

283 Hobbies + Lifestyles 

Paint programs are a stroke of luck for would-be artists. 



personal productivity 
293 Financial Adviser 

Home-inventory software can’t save your belongings should disaster 
strike, but it can save you some major headaches. 

297 Working at Home ◄- 

The ability to use files from different PCs and programs on your home 
computer is critical. Here’s how to ensure you can get it all together. 



resources 

307 On-line Connections 

Your guide to holiday shopping at your PC. 

325 Bookstore ◄- 

A pretty PC primer; do-it-yourself stereograms 

432 Finishing Touch 

Yes, Virginia, Santa received your e-mail... 
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NEW MOUSEMAN SENSA REALLY GROWS ON YOU. 


NEW MOUSEMAN" SENSA". Who knew self-expression could feel this good. And Sensa cc 
so much more than just look and feel great. Like reduce bothersome double clicking to a single click 
and compress tedious point and click commands to the touch of a button. Sensa. At your dealer in 
two alluring textures and four luxurious shades. Of course, MouseMan is still available in classic 
LogiGray. To get product information by fax, call 1-800-245-0000 and request document #4028. 








The EPSON Actionscanning 
System gives you creative freedom 
without creative financing. 








Everything you need to scan and edit text and graphics for under $899? 


Easy and affordable scanning for the PC is here. It’s 
called the EPSON ActionScanning System. EPSON 
makes it simple to put text and images in your documents. 

With 600 dpi and 24-bit color, the ActionScanning 
System captures crisp, clear images. Great results are 
easy to achieve with EPSON’S exclusive built-in controls. 

The ActionScanning System comes with everything 
you need for productive scanning, including top- 
ranked image editing software Picture Publisher 4.0 
LE, TextBridge OCR, interface board and cable, 


and a TWAIN driver for software compatibility. 

All this makes the ActionScanning System ideal for 
your home or office. 

Considering that the entire tystem is available under $899,* 
buying an ActionScanning System is as easy as using one. 

To see how far your 
creativity can go, visit 
your local authorized 
dealer or call 
1- 800-BUY-EPSON. 


EPSON 














“C’MON DAD, tell us about Sartre and existentialism and his belief in the inescapable responsibility 
of all individuals for their own decisions and his relationship with Simone de Beauvoir,”we pleaded as he 
tucked us in for the night. " ’4? 

"Oh all right," he said as he loaded the Microsoft® Encarta" multimedia encyclopedia into our personal 
computer and called up Sartre.This Encarta thing is crammed with 26,000 articles, 9 million words, 7,000 
pictures, 800 maps, 100 video clips, 9 hours of sound, and all kinds of stuff about your favorite existentialists. 

We click the mouse and we hear Martin Luther King, jr. or Fidel Castro speak. (Castro is kinda hard to 
understand.) We can see the Berlin Wall being torn down or the propagation of a nerve impulse. We can 
rock out to Belgian guitarist Django Reinhardt or the Navajo Corn Grinding Song. Alas (a word we learned 
from our Microsoft Bookshelf® reference library), if we told you every single cool thing Encarta does, we'd 
be up all night and there'd be no time for Dad’s bedtime stories about Sartre and the existentialists. 


After he kissed us goodnight, Dad said Sartre was fond of saying, “Man is condemned to be free" We told 

him he was free to keep us up as long as he wanted with stories 
about Sartre. He chuckled, turned out the lights, and said, "I think 
you two have had enough existentialism for one night.” 



Microsoft 




















MOM SAID IF I WAS GOOD AND ATE ALL MY VEGETABLES I could go on a field trip with 
Ms. 1 1 izzle in The Magic School Bus down Arnold’s throat. 


I ate every last turnip and joined Ms. Frizzle and the class in Scholastic’s The Magic School Bus™ Explores 
the I Inman Body. My dad used some big words and called it “an interactive science adventure from 
Mh I'osolt that explores how the human body works." 

I haven't had this much fun on a field trip since Danny Kennedy got stuck in the bathroom at the museum. 
We drove all around Arnold’s body. We saw the four chambers of his heart. We saw what Arnold ate for 
lunch. We saw a white blood cell turn into a police car and fight off germs. We even got to play a learning 

■■ ■ game in every part of Arnold's body we visited. 


Have you ever plaved a game in somebody’s liver? It's pretty cool, but not as cool as where Ms. Frizzle is 
taking me in her Magic School Bus next week. She's taking me on a trip through the universe (courtesy of 
Scholastic’s The Magic School Bus Explores the Solar System). I wonder 

how many turnips Mom is going to make me eat for that one. fflfwf Wwl/f• 
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IF YOU’VE NEVER AMORTIZED A LOAN IN YOUR PAJAMAS, you’ve never amortized a loan 

If this sounds intriguing, you might be interested in Microsoft 60 Money. It's the fast and easy way to control 
your finances in the middle of the night or the middle of the afternoon. 


You can pay all your bills and manage all your investments and have your securities portfolio 
automatically updated and plan for retirement and compare loan rates and plan a budget and prepare 
tax information and keep track of all your expenses and even bank on line. And what else? Best of 
all, you can do all this in your pajamas. Now, if you don’t think that's 
such a big deal, try walking into a bank dressed in your pajamas. 
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(So much for business as usual.) 


How do you improve on the world’s best business 
* | software? Add in the world’s best-selling sound 
lilffl&iHiJ card and CD-ROM. 

The new Sound Blaster Multimedia Office™ is the latest 
mega-merger in business computing. It has everything 
you need to put multimedia to work for your business. 

A Sound Blaster 16-bit sound card with Advanced Signal 
Processing. A double-speed CD-ROM. And Microsoft® 
Office Professional—the ultimate Windows™ software. 

What’s more, you get a microphone, headphones, and 
Creative VoiceAssist™ software. So you can navigate your 


way through Windows applications using voice commands. 
Plus, with Creative TextAssist™ software, you can have your 
spreadsheets, e-mail and documents read back to you. 

Of course, with Microsoft Office Professional you get 
Excel,® Word,® PowerPoint,® Access,® and Mail.®** You also 
get Microsoft Encarta®—the best-selling multimedia 
encyclopedia. You even get an Office Professional training 
system on CD-ROM. 

Sound interesting? Just visit CREATIVE 

your nearest Creative Labs dealer. 

Or call 1-800-998-5227 Ext. 109. 


osoft Office Professional (ar 














from the 

editor 



I don’t know about you, but I start dreading the winter holiday season in 
October. Long before the Halloween pumpkins begin to spoil, cardboard 
turkeys start showing up in store windows. And this year, Hanukkah ar¬ 
rives around the time the last remains of the Thanksgiving turkey have taken up permanent 
residence in the freezer. December, of course, will be dominated by preparations for Christmas 
and New Year’s. Just thinking about all the planning, shopping and cooking that lies ahead is 
enough to get busy people dreaming about disappearing to the Bahamas 
until Valentine’s Day. 

Using a computer to help manage the holidays may seem inappropriate 
for a season so steeped in tradition, but once you see how it can help you 
through the mailings and last-minute shopping and provide hours of family 
activities, you’ll agree that tomorrow’s traditions have to start somewhere! 
(You’ll find lots of great tips for using your computer this holiday season in 
the features starting on page 102.) 

The widespread use of home computers also makes it simpler to come up 
with great gift ideas for relatives, friends and co-workers. We’ll show you a 
variety of the unique gifts available for the computer user that won’t deplete 
the family budget. You won’t be sticking your neck out on a cute mouse pad 
shaped like a giraffe ($10) or drowning in debt for buying The Wetsuit 
($40), a waterproof carrying case for a laptop. And because we know there’s nothing worse than 
giving a friend a copy of the It’s A Wonderful Life Multimedia Edition CD-ROM only to discover 

she doesn’t have enough 

Tis the season to be jolly (about having a PC) memory to ran it we „ 

walk you through the ways you can make the most of the memory that’s available on a PC. 

If this is the year you’ve decided to splurge and buy another computer for your home (or for 
a fortunate child or grandchild), this issue of HomePC will help you sort through the shopping 
confusion. Should you go for the latest technology and pick up a Pentium multimedia or 
PowerPC machine? Or is a 486 computer the better buy and, if so, what type of 486 PC is 
best? Is the monitor that comes with the system good enough, or should you shop for a better 
one? Our buyer’s guides to PCs (page 164) and monitors (page 173) have the answers. 

In addition to offering you expert advice on what to buy, we also invited a team of con¬ 
sumers just like you to test eight of the top computer brands you may be considering as pur¬ 
chases. Our testers, ranging from novices to more advanced users, busily unpacked computers, 
set them up and put them through their paces to find out if they were easy to use, which fea¬ 
tures were most appealing and which features they could do without, which brand offered the 
most valuable extras, from preloaded software to special features such as television hookups 
and telephone answering machines—in short, they asked many of the same questions you 
would ask about any system you wanted to buy. Their ratings and the reasons behind them are 
described in our Consumer Lab report, starting on page 215. Also included is a handy tear-out 
shopping guide (after page 238) you can take to the store to compare the computers 
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Play CD-ROMs and 
Multimedia from 
Any Printer Port! 



You want to use the latest 
multimedia, video, education, 
and interactive entertainment 
software without spending 
hours installing your new 
CD-ROM drive. 



• Access up to 7 CD-ROM drives 
and other SCSI devices 
simultaneously without losing 
access to your printer. 


• Compatible with all CD-ROM 
software titles. 


ParaSCSI^ 

from Linksys is just the answer. 
It's a fast plug-and-play 
CD-ROM interface with three 
connectors. Plug one into 
your PC's parallel port. Plug 
another into your CD-ROM 
drive. Plug the third into 
your printer. And play. 


• Supports any standard or 
Enhanced Parallel Port (EPP). 

• Fastest parallel-to-SCSl adapter 
available, with data transfer rates 
of up to 1 MB per second. 

• Extensive software suite ensures 
compatibility with thousands of 
SCSI-1 andSCSI-II devices. 


(CfT) I INKBYS* 

Making Connectivity Easier 


1 - 800 - 546-5797 


you are evaluating with our recom¬ 
mended specifications. 

For those of you with college- 
bound high school seniors at home, 
the holiday season is also the time 
for another family ritual. Nothing 
brings parents and teens together 
quite so much as asking for the 
50th time, “Did you fill out your 
college applications yet?” For the 
procrastinators or the faint-hearted, 
software is now available to help 
zero in on the right college, speed 
applications and locate those hard- 
to-find scholarships. Be sure to put 
our story, beginning on page 201, 
at the top of your reading list. 

This month we are also launch¬ 
ing a new personal productivity de¬ 
partment called Working at Home 
(page 297). With an estimated 40 
million Americans working at home 
full- or part-time, close to 9 million 
telecommuters and millions of of¬ 
fice workers bringing their jobs 
home in the evening and over the 
weekend, there is a tremendous 
need for information on computer 
products that make working at 
home easier and more productive. 
And that’s just what our new sec¬ 
tion will provide. 

Our congratulations to Steve 
Prefontaine of Green Bay, Wis., our 
latest contest winner. Steve won a 
Citizen Projet II ink jet printer in 
our September survey prize draw¬ 
ing. I encourage all our readers to 
fill out this month’s editorial survey 
(across from page 370) for the op¬ 
portunity to win more free prizes. 
And if you haven’t sent in your 
entry for the Computer Learning 
Foundation contest (distributed in 
our October and November issues), 
please do so quickly—the deadline 
is Nov. 30. If you need an entry 
form, call the Computer Learning 
Foundation at (415) 327-3347. 

No doubt about it, the holidays 
can be draining. But when all is 
said and done it’s worth it to spend 
time with family and friends. On 
behalf of all of us at HomePC, I’d 
like to wish all of you a very happy, 
healthy holiday season. • 

Ellen Pearlman, 
Editor-in-Chief 


















For anyone who’s ever looked into a starry sky 
and said “I wonder...” 


Imagine the 
twisting swirl 
of the Milky 
Way’s one 
hundred 

An may of multimedia features and billion Stars. 
graphical entry points make every search Near the 
a unique, multifaceted experience. . 

outer edge 

is a star we call the Sun. Circling it is 
a tiny blue dot we call home. 

I Making sense of ourselves, our 
i world and the universe around us is 
a lifelong adventure. Now there’s a 
CD-ROM reference that will take 


outpace the 
competition 
it widens 
the gap. 

For more information, 
call us at mh the new Pathmakm f eature 

(800) 285-4534. your personal tutors are leading figures 


Where Wonders Never Cease 


you and your family to exciting new levels 
of understanding. 

The 1995 Grolier Multimedia 
Encyclopedia brings together over 6 exciting 
hours of multimedia features, including 
8,000 pictures, over 325 maps, scores of 
videos, animations, 
Knowledge Explorer™ 
Audio-Visual Essays 
and Multimedia 
Maps. It doesn’t only 


GROLIER 

MULTIMEDIA ENCYCLOPEDIA 


Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia and Knowledge Explorer are trademarks 
of Grolier Electronic Publishing, Inc. © 1995 Grolier Incorporated 












MY 9-YEAR-OLD TOLD ME 


WHILE SOME PEOPLE FTMP FElj 

EERIE, SPELLBINDING 

HE THOUGHT IT WAS JUST A HIP 
DE M1LLES THE SIGN 




“AND WHEN YOU GET RIGHT DOWN TO IT,” my son further noted, “Federico’s cautionary 
images of depravity are no match for Cecil B.'s juicy vision of Nero as a voluptuous connoisseur of agonies.” 


I promptly asked him who taught him such language? He told me he learned it all from noted film critic 
Pauline Kael who was now residing in his personal computer thanks to the Microsoft® Cinemania® program. 

He explained the thing was an interactive movie guide with over 20,000 film reviews from the likes of 
Leonard Maltin, Roger Ebert, and his personal favorite, Kael. It helps him pick out which movies to rent 
and which ones to stay as far away as possible from. It also had “bitchin" features like video clips from 
some of the most popular movies of all time, theme songs from 100 movies, 900 movie stills and 4,000 
bios of bigwigs in the movies. 


Then he asked me if I knew Fellini held jobs as a crime reporter and a caricature artist before he broke into 


the film business as a gag writer for actor Aldo Fabrizi? “Who doesn't?,” 
I replied as I headed to his room to look for this Cinemania thing. 


Microsoft 


roducts for your home PC. call 1-800-228-6229 ext QQY. In Canada call 1-800-563-9048. For 
my son. ©1994 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. Microsoft and Cinemania are registered 
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f hat doyou want me to tell you about Clemente! That he Ti 
holds the NL record for most years leading the league in outfielcT 

BpTMatlack on 9/30/72! That filmmaker John Sayles said, “Mosi 
That he suffered from backaches, flu attacks, a nervous si 
pat he contracted malaria in 1965! That he turned down a $100 offeis 







I’M NOT JUST A CLEMENTE FREAK. I know a ton of other stuff about baseball. For example, New 
York Giants outfielder Monte Irvin was inducted into the Flail of Fame in 1972, the same year as Clemente. 

I know all this stuff; ’cause f got Microsoft® Complete Baseball. It's a multimedia encyclopedia- 
that has more stuff about Clemente and Abner Doubleday’s fabled J839 invention than Nolan Ryan 
has strikeouts. (Did you know Clemente only fanned 1,230 times in 9,454 at bats?) 

It’s loaded with stats on every player who ever played and photo-crammed bios of 2,500 major- 
leaguers, from Hank Aaron (who, incidentally, had 68 fewer career triples than Clemente) to Carl 
Yaztrzemski (whose .285 lifetime average is 32 points lower than Clemente’s). 

You can see some of baseball’s coolest moments on video, including Clemente tearnmate Bill 

Mazeroski’s 1960-World-Series-winning-game-seven-ninth-inning homerun off Ralph Terry. 


There’s even a trivia quiz so you can see how much you know about the game, its legends like 
Clemente, and its great seasons like 1971 when the Pirates won the World Series and Clemente 
was named Series MVR If, for some strange reason, you’re more of a basketball or golf fan, there’s 
Microsoft Complete NBA™ Basketball and the Microsoft Golf MkM m -, n 
game—two sports which Roberto Clemente never played. fFfllrf l 


If you’d like more information about the complete line of Microsoft products for your home PC call 1-800-228-6229 extXPX. In Canada call 1-800-563-9048. (FYI: Besides 
Complete Baseball, only Microsoft Encarta" 1 and Microsoft Bookshelf® have stuff about Qemente.) © 1994 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. Microsoft and Bookshelf 
are registered trademarks and Encarta is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation.The Major League Baseball logo is a registered trademark of Major League Baseball Properties. 
Inc. NBA is a trademark of NBA Properties. Inc. 
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ANIMATED 

DISPLAY* 

• ACTION-PACKED 
SOUND EFFECTS 
• SCREEN-LOCKING 
SECURITY SYSTEM 
• WALLZAPPER INSTANT 
WALLPAPER CREATOR 


BERKELEY 


HOMEPC 

a cmp publication® 
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You will be 
after you play r 

We throw you quick word puzzles, 
challenge your word skills, then push you to the 
limits of your knowledge...and we don't quit there! 

Start playing our beginner, intermediate or advanced levels and you 
won't be able to stop! And when you can't stop, it means you keep learning 
about things like famous inventors, planets and the human body. But 
wait! What are we doing? We can't give away all the secrets. 

Pick up Frantic Factory 


elf. But be warned. Once 
et it, your mind may never 
3 same again! 


Available on Macintosh and Windows 




















mos 

to walk 


I KNOW A PET RHINO IS A RATHER RISKY PROPOSITION, given it weighs 2,0(» lbs , 
can run up to 35 miles per hour and has a somewhat nasty habit of goring enemies with its ham. 

But as my son will tell you, compared to our man-eating great white shark, the leaf-eating rhino isn't 
really all that dangerous. . •**« 

No, my name isn’t Noah. And, no, I don’t have a big boat. But what I do have is Microsoft'’ Dangerous 
Creatures. It’s a multimedia program filled with tons of articles, pictures, narration, sound InS^fffteOP* 
featuring 250 of the wildest creatures on this planet. 




We can hire a guide to take us on an Amazon safari or a coral reef dive. We can pay a visit to 
the Komodo dragon in Indonesia. We can have the daylights scared out of us by watching a school 
of piranhas devour its lunch in seconds. Or we can have 
dinner with the warthogs. Boy, do they ever eat like pigs. 


Microsoft 
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This is the new Compaq Presario. It’s a family of computers that lets you do things. Things no mere 
computers can do. You’ll notice the difference when you turn one on. It’s easy — from using the CD-ROM 
drive to watch a bedtime story, to the MediaPilot™ that guides you through its features. You can talk on its 










speakerphone or it can take a message. You can fax on it or do computing on it - 
TV* on it. About the only thing you can’t do is spend a lot of money on it. You can 
call it a computer if you want. All we ask is that you don’t think of it as one. 


COMPAQ. 







Bounce bloopers. 
Get bravos. 



New version 2.0. Now add sound, titles 
and special effects!' 


VideoDirector 2.0 for Windows by Gold Disk lets 
you edit videotapes just the way you want, getting 
rid of bloopers and blunders, and putting your 
favorite shots in a sequence you prefer. Just 
install the VideoDirector software on your PC 
and connect the included VideoDirector 
SmartCable to your VCR and camcorder. You’ll 
love the VCR-like on-screen controls to mark the 
stop and start points of the clips you like. Give 
your clips a name and save them in VideoDirector’s 
library. Next, drag and drop your clips in the order you 
want and hit the “Make Tape” button. That’s it. While you relax, 
VideoDirector tells your VCR to assemble a perfecdy-edited videotape. 
And best of all, with version 2.0 you can enhance viewing enjoyment with 
sound, titles and special effects. So what are you waiting for? Pick up the 
phone and order VideoDirector today. And get ready for the rave reviews. 



Order today! 1(800)982-9888, Monday-Friday, 6 am-6 pm PST 



GOLD DISK 
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Experience the most heartwarmingly humorous cinematic adventure ever. Creator 

''' 

PRESENTS THE SEVENTH CHAPTER IN THE BEST-SELLING COMPUTER ADVENTURE SERIES OF ALL TIME: 

The Princeless Bride. Join Princess Rosella and her mother Valanice as they battle the evil 
Malicia for the survival of the magical realm of Eldritch. Don't miss this breathtakingly 

EPIC ADVENTURE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY. FOR YOUR COPY, SEE YOUR 







Here Are 3 Constructive 
Ways To Improve 
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ow you can improve 
your ability to 
organize, create and 
communicate— 

Fast—with InfoCentral,™ 

WordPerfect® Works and 
ExpressFax™+. 

They’ll help you save time. Work smarter. And 
be more productive whether you are in your office, 
or at home. 

InfoCentral Lets You Organize 
Everything All At Once. 

Meetings. Phone calls. Calendars. Lists. Places 
to be and people to see. WordPerfect ® InfoCentral “ 
automatically com¬ 
bines them all in 
one easy-to-read 
display. For total 
recall, at the touch 
of a button. It’s easy 
to add information. 
And update it, too. 
And everything is 
connected in a vari¬ 
ety of ways, so you 
can access it from 
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Any information you want can be 
stored in InfoCentral. Just enter it once, 
and you can quickly access it anytime. 


different perspectives. It even includes pre-loaded 
information bases on travel, wines and consumer 
goods to help you get started. Nothing could be 
more efficient. 

Want To Be Instantly Creative? 

Give Yourself The Works. 

With WordPerfect ® Works, you get five great 
tools in one easy-to-use package. It makes writ¬ 
ing, budgeting, 



Quicken Special Edition 
is everything you need 
start organizing your 
personal finances and helps 
make you more productive 
than ever. 

Make Your Modem 
Work Like Never Before With ExpressFax+. 

ExpressFax'“+ is actually three communication 
programs in one. First, ExpressFax+ lets you send 
and receive faxes 
from any application. 

Then it lets you 
bring incoming faxes 
directly into your 
word processing 
program, so you 
never waste time 
retyping. 

Plus, ExpressFax+ 
is a communications 



With the push of a button, ExpressFax+, 
gives you access to all of your communi¬ 
cation needs. 

center that connects you to electronic bulletin boards 
and information services, like America Online. 

Put Our Team To Work For You. 

Not only do InfoCentral, WordPerfect Works and 
ExpressFax+ work as a team, they also complement 
your favorite products from WordPerfect, Microsoft 
and Lotus. 


And like every 
other product on 
Main Street? 1 these 
programs are backed 
by our unbeatable 
90-day money- 
back guarantee. 

And right now, 
if you buy these or 
any Main Street 
product, you’ll get a FREE 


create charts, graphs, 

everythmg from spreadsheets and other sophisti- 
a home budget to cated documents fast, all without 
a company logo. ever leaving Works. 

And now included is Quicken® 

Special Edition, created especially WordPerfect 


for WordPerfect Works. 


Main Street. 


KODAK FunTime 35 camera, 
while supplies last. 

So get to your favorite 
software store today or call 
1-800-526-2631. 

And take a walk down 
Main Street, for an entire line 
of productivity programs for 

your business or 
home. We’d love to go 
to work for you. 



WordPerfect is a registered trademark of Novell, In 












































Is there a gift that can make more of 
a difference in the lives of your family than 
a personal computer? 

A personal computer can be a business 
center or an entertainment center. It can 
help your kids with work from school and 
you with work from the office. It can keep 
finances in order and report cards in order. 

There’s only one catch: you have to 
learn how to use it first. 

Now, with an ordinary PC, this is a 
fairly serious drawback. But with an Apple* 
Macintosh’ Performa’ it’s no trouble at 
all. Because Performa was designed 
to be the family computer: 
easy to set up, easy 
to learn, easy 
to use. And 


now, easier than ever to afford. Apple computer. Because more schools use 
It’s a gift for kids. Apple than any other brand of computer. 

A Macintosh Performa 
comes with the most 
popular software 
already installed. So 
right out of the 
box, your kids 
i can start 
, working 
with the 


'Pax/modem not available on Perform models 636and 636CD. "Support and limited warranty apply to Apple Macintosh Performa CPUs and peripherals only. © 1994Apple Computer, Inc. All rights reserved. Apple, the Apple logo, Macintosh, Performa and ‘7 














word processing software to make their 
homework more polished, and with the 
graphics software to help them explain 
their ideas more clearly. 

Every Performa can run hundreds 
of captivating Macintosh education pro¬ 
grams that make learning more involving 
and fun - to help kindergartners learn 
to read and write, or help high school kids 



And with its built-in stereo sound and 
high-quality graphics, a Performa running 
entertainment software makes ordinary 
video games look like, well, kid stuff. 

It’s a gift for parents. 

The magic of a personal computer is 
that you can change what it does simply 
by changing the software. 

You can turn the same computer from 
a science lab into an artist’s palette into a 
powerful financial management tool. 

Every Performa comes with business 
productivity software already installed: a 
spreadsheet, word processor, customizable 
database and more. 

It also works with information from 
a standard business PC as well as from a 



Macintosh, so you can bring your work 
home from the office. 

Finally, Performa brings the point-and- 
click simplicity of a Macintosh to a wide 
range of software for managing your 
finances—programs that help you do 
your taxes, plan your retirement, track 
investments and balance your checkbook. 
’s a gift that comes already assembled. 

You can set up a Performa in a matter 
of minutes. Powerful productivity software 
is already installed. So is a program 
called At Ease™ that makes it easy for 
even young children to use a Performa. 

Just plug the keyboard and monitor 
into the computer, and the computer into 
the wall, and you’re ready to go. 

There’s no system to configure. No 
AUTOEXEC.BAT or other complex codes 
that other PCs demand you learn. It’s all 
simple, logical and practical. 

It’s a gift you can afford. 

The price of personal computers has 
fallen dramatically over the past year. So 


Most Performa models come M cZg’My 
equipped with features you M 

may pay extra for with other f , f ^ ■*// 
computers. Such as a / ' c “4> r ’« lSfci ; ■ 

fax/modem'and all the / “"^ r * 

software your family is A S ‘*'*'4 l., 

likely to need!lust to JKj) ^ ^ 

. y 

you’ll be Cc j 


name a few. 


mm 

surprised how 

affordable a Performa can be. 

And Performa is an even better value 
when you consider everything that comes 
with it: all the software your family is 
likely to need; a fax/modem* that lets you 


A Macintosh Performa can’t 
simplify the tax code, but it 
can make doing your income taxes, balancing your check¬ 
book and managing your family finances easier than ever. 

send a fax directly from your desk to a fax 
machine (or connect, via telephone, to 
services like America Online and eWorld™); 
unlimited toll-free telephone support 
(even with the easiest computer, you may 
have questions once in a while); plus a 
year of in-home service** (in the unlikely 
event you should need it). 

The whole idea is to make owning a 
computer an incredibly satisfying experi- 
. ence. Tb find out just how easy it 

actually can be, give us a call at 
800-538-9696, ext. 215. We’ll give you 
the name and number of the Macintosh 
Performa retailer in your area. Then you’ll 
discover the power Performa brings your 
whole family. The power to be your best! 

Performa m 





















AT LAST. PLAY CD TITLES AS THEY WERE MEANT TD BE PLAYED! 

It's downright irritating when the video in your new CD title 
appears on your screen the size of a postage stamp and flickers at 
you like a flip-book. 

^^Definitely time to 'adjust your set' 



with 928Movie“: the only single board I 
that blasts video up to full screen, keeps without bzomovie 

' the picture sharp as a tack, and runs the video like 
.the mov he it was intended to be. 




\ 


^^And not only will 928Movie run your CDs 
faster, according to PC Computing (7/94), it'll also run any Windows 
application 33% faster than other accelerator boards. All with one 
easily installed board. One solid value. See the amazing 928Movie 
demo at Best Buy, CompUSA, Good Guys, Computer City, Lechmere, 
Egghead Software and Software Etc., or call 1-800-578-5644, 
ext. 266 to find out more information on how 
928Movie will truly complete your multimedia 
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letters 



Words on word processors 

Your magazine is terrific! Con¬ 
sumer Lab is right on target, with 
everyday folks reporting in plain 
language. I particularly enjoyed 
your September lab on word 
processors (page 135). 

It’s refreshing to see a publication 
aimed at us intermediate users who 
want to enjoy our equipment and 
software without getting bogged 
down in technical details. Between 
the power users who drive the race 
cars and the novices still riding bicy¬ 
cles are those of us who’ve got the 
station wagons full of kids. 

Jim Mullinaux 
Columbia, S.C. 
via America Online 

I am bowled over by your maga¬ 
zine—I find the articles very helpful. 
In the September Consumer Lab, 
you have “real” people test soft¬ 
ware. We need more of that. It was 
spectacular pairing up “power 
users” with people who had never 
touched the products before. It 
really helps us get a feel for how we 
will react to the programs. 

A couple of suggestions: When 
you review children’s software, 
could you please list the graphics 
requirements? And could you 
specify the violence in children’s 
programs? I am so tired of hearing 
about a “super graphics” program, 
only to buy it and find it is so vio¬ 
lent that I have to disable it so the 
kids won’t use it. 

Maureen Thomas 
Pasadena, Calif, 
via America Online 


When I first heard about HomePC , 
I thought that, at last, I had found 
a magazine that appeals to the or¬ 
dinary home user. So I immediate¬ 
ly subscribed. After reading the 
first couple of issues, however, I 
am disillusioned. Either you have 
no idea of the needs of the ordi¬ 
nary home user, or I am an extra¬ 
ordinary one. 

For example, the seven word 
processors you reviewed in Sep¬ 
tember were all $495 programs 
with all the bells and whistles. 
Many of us can’t afford $495 pro¬ 
grams, and ordinary users don’t 
need or want all the bells and 
whistles. I have a great many pro¬ 
grams, and not a single one cost 
me more than $100. 

E. Stuart Johnson 
Athens, Ala. 

I would like to offer you some ad¬ 
vice for testers in your Consumer 
Lab. When using Windows soft¬ 
ware, the first step should always 
be to click on the help menu to see 
if the program has a tutorial. If it 
does, go through it before you do 
anything else. It was obvious from 
your review of the seven leading 
word processors that [your testers] 
had not done that. For example, it 
was stated that Ami Pro 3.01 for 
Windows lacks pop-up hints to in¬ 
dicate what the icon buttons do. 
That is totally untrue; simply right 
click over any icon. 

In general, I wish to commend 
your magazine for an excellent job. 
Your non-technical approach to 
computers is refreshing. 

Joseph J. Monforte 
Highland Park, Mich. 

Advice, no ad vice 

As a computer novice and new sub¬ 
scriber to HomePC , I enjoyed your 
October issue, especially Ask Dr. PC 
(page 27) and “Is Windows a Pain: 
20 Simple Answers to Tough Win¬ 
dows Questions” (page 91). These 
are the kinds of articles I am looking 
for: easy to read and understand 
while helping me along with Win- 



» b ft g IntroducingWiggleWorks] 

| [ from Apple and Scholastic. 

|| pBi It’s an interactive, multi- 

! j media CD-ROM that takes 

§ I k*ds through three funny 

A . stories. Each story has plen- 

ty of reading, writing, drawing and 
verbal activities for 3- to 8-year-olds. Give us 
a call at 1-800-635-9550, ext. 100, to find out 
more. With WiggleWorks, the more 
fun your kids have, the smarter 
they get. And that’s pretty smart. W. 


Apple Home Learning 


©1994Apple Computer, Inc. Ml rights reserved. Apple, the Apple logo and Macintosh 
are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. WiggleWorks is a trademark of 









A New Generation 
Of Screen Savers 
Is Here! 



ssmmEx 

rm m xT sEnEmrmn 

SCREEN SAVER 

Speed through the galaxy at warp speed with 
Star Trek: The Next Generation Screen Saver. 
Now you can protect your monitor from 
phosphor burn-in with Captain Picard'” and 
the rest of the U.S.S. Enterprise “ crew! 



Includes the After Dark 3.0 engine. 
Available for Macintosh® and Windows’.” 

BERKELEY 

SYSTEMS 



dows, which can seem like a maze. 

Unlike a previous writer who 
complained about your many adver¬ 
tisements, I am happy to be offered 
so many new software programs 



through the ads. Where else would I 
find them on a rainy or snowy 
(ugh!) day when I can’t get outside? 


Andrew G. Kato 
Flint, Mich. 

Type upsetting 

I really enjoy your magazine, but 
there’s always been one thing that 
bothered me about it that I could 
never put my finger on, until the Oc¬ 
tober issue. Do you really need to 
put so many different kinds of type 
on one page? Kinda makes it hard to 
concentrate on the articles at times. 

David Klaproth 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
via America Online 

More Apples, please 

I have enjoyed your magazine ever 
since my first issue arrived in July. 
However, I would like to see you 
do more articles on Macintosh 
computing. Although I use a 386 
PC at work, the only computer my 
family and I have access to at 
home is a Macintosh LC III. 

Most of the software available for 
the PC is also available for the Mac, 
and there are even products to help 
one go from the PC to the Mac and 
vice versa, proving that the Mac is a 
popular machine. I would like to 


recommend your magazine to all 
our friends, but most are Mac users. 

Your magazine is the best one 
I’ve come across since the PC be¬ 
came a household word. I know it 
would be even better if you would 
only cater to Macintosh users. 

Chuck Benoit 
Somerville, Mass. 

Reading and writing in 

It was a pleasure to pick up a com¬ 
puter magazine for once without 
the writers telling me I needed the 
fastest CPU and 32-MB RAM. I’m 
a regular guy who just wants to 
enjoy my computer and help my 
two teenagers use it for their edu¬ 
cation. Thanks for seeing a need 
and filling it so well. 

Steve Anderson 
Toledo, Ohio 
via America Online 

You’ve got a great magazine—I 
can’t wait to see the next issue. This 
is what I’ve been looking for since I 
started using computers in the early 
’80s. Keep up the good work. 

Patricia Olivetto 
High Falls, N.Y. 
via America Online 

Thanks for such a fine magazine. I 
recently got my first issue and I 
have to say it is better than I ex¬ 
pected. I’m looking forward to 
seeing many more. 

Ronald L. Alexander 
Pleasantville, N.Y. 


How to contact us: 

We want to hear from you! Send your 
letters to: 

Letters to the Editor 
HomePC 

600 Community Drive 
Manhasset, NY 11030 

You can also fax your comments to 
us at (516) 562-7007 or send electronic 
mail to HomePC on America Online or 
homepc@aol.com using any other on¬ 
line sen/ice. 

Please include your name, address 
and phone number. All correspondence 
becomes the property of HomePC and 
may be edited for length and content. 
















INTRODUCING 
MULTIMEDIA STACKER.® 
THE POWER TO 


LAUNCH MORE GAMES. 


MULTIMEDIA 

STACKER 


You slide into the cockpit, ease the throttle 
forward, and prepare for a good old-fashioned dog¬ 
fight. But suddenly, you come to a grinding halt. 
What’s this? Not enough disk space or RAM? 

Well, don’t surrender those controls quite yet. 
Because StackerMan is here with new Multimedia 
Stacker®—the easiest way for you to more than 
double your hard disk capacity and give your 
system a big boost in RAM. 

Not only is Multimedia Stacker optimized for 
speed on multimedia systems, but it gives you the 
maximum disk space you can get. 


It also includes a free copy of Multimedia 
Cloaking™ a new technology from Helix Software 
that frees up extra memory by moving system driv¬ 
ers to a 32-bit protected area. So your favorite 
games have more room to run. 

Multimedia Stacker is available on disk or 
CD-ROM and can be found wherever you see the 
StackerMan display. So visit your local dealer or 
call 1-800-522-7822, ext. 9012 for information. 

Get Multimedia Stacker 
today. Because without it, 
you’re grounded, Mister. storage & communications 


Stac 


"GROUNDED BY RAM AND DISK 
SPACE PROBLEMS? STACKERMAN 
READS YOU LOUD AND CLEAR." 



Outside of the U.S. call 1-619-794-4333 or fax 1-619-794-4575 for more information. 

of Stac Electronics. Multimedia Cloaking is a trademark of Helix Software. Actual compression results may vary. 
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8MB RAM, 

540 hard drive. 
Double speed CD-ROM, 
microphone, speakers, 
PhoneBlaster, 
SoundBlaster 
16-bit sound card. 



pentium 


Picture this, an ordinary computer. 

Yawn, not much to excite the neurons 
there. Now go ahead and make a 180° 
turn on the fun scale. 

You’re seated in the space shuttle. 

Far below, mountains, continents and 
oceans spin by. One click of the mouse 
and in the astronaut’s own voice, history 
repeats, “...one giant step for mankind!’ 

With an AST Advantage!” you don’t 
just access the information. You listen 
to it, relive it, open your eyes and let 


your imagination mn away with it. 

You can run all the latest software. 
We’ve conveniently loaded programs 
like Microsoft Windows, Encarta and 
Works-Multimedia edition, Prodigy 
and America Online. 

There’s something for everyone, left 
and right brain types alike. Plan a ski 
trip for the weekend, look up the most 
recent sport standings, make a birthday 
card for Aunt Ellen, explore the world 
dinosaurs lived in or crank the tunes 


©1994 AST Research, Inc. All rights reserved. AST, Advantage! are registered trademarks of AST Research, Inc. AST Computer, the AST logo and "You'll Like the Way 
Intel and the Intel Inside logp are registered trademarks and Pentium and Pentium Processor logo are trademarks of Intel Corporation. All other product or service names 










BRAIN STIMULATED BY ^ 


W ADVANTAGE MULTIMEDIA fd^UTER 
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I from your favorite hip-hop compact disc. 
’ Here’s a couple of other things you 
| won’t find on any ordinary computer. 

I For one, our very own AST Works.” 

It makes everything easi- 
I er, from start-up to getting 
help from a real live person 
j right on the screen. Now 
isn’t that just the 
sort of innovative 
j thinking you 

YOU'LL 


would expect from one of the world’s 
largest PC manufacturers? 

We’ve even built in Creative Labs' 
PhoneBlaster.” It’s a combination fax/ 
modem and answering machine 
with voice mail, that’s as easy to 
use as the phone. 

Call 1-800-876-4AST for the 
details. Then turn on 
the Advantage! And 
open your mind. 

WE WORK 



LIKE THE WAY 


AST 












Explore the Internet! 



Five Hour Free Trial!* 

Dial By Modem 1 -800-365-4636, Press return until you get a prompt 
At Username, enter JOINDELPHI. At Password, Enter HPCD94 




Delphi Internet™ offers you full access to the 
Internet and now you can explore this 
incredible resource with no risk. You get 5 
hours of evening and weekend access to try 
it out for free!* 

Use Delphi Internet's 
mail gateway to exchange £ ^OO 

messages with over 30 million / 

bps 

people at universities, v 

companies, and other online 
services such as CompuServe® and MCI Mail®. 
Download programs and files from all over 
the world using FTP or connect in real-time 
to other networks using Telnet. You can 
also meet people on the Internet. Internet 
Relay Chat lets you "talk" with people all 
over the world and Usenet News is the 
world's largest bulletin board with over 
20,000 topics! 

To help you find the information 
you want, you’ll have direct access to 
powerful search utilities such as Gopher, 
Hytelnet and WAIS. If you aren’t familiar 
with these terms, don’t worry; Delphi Internet 
has expert online assistants and a large 
collection of help files, books, programs, and 
other resources to help get you started. 

Over 850 local access numbers are 
available across the country. Explore Delphi 
Internet today. You'll be amazed by what 
you discover. 





Attention Current Internet Users: See what DELPHI can offer you! Stock quotes, Grolier's Encyclopedia, 
newswires, and hundreds of other services are just a few keystrokes away. Telnet to delphi.com and enter 
the username and password above for a free trial. 

Questions? Call 1-800-695-4005. 
Send e-mail to INFOadelphi.com 

**9,600 bps available in most local areas via Tymnet and Sprintnet. 14,400 bps available by dialing direct to Cambridge, MA. 









HOME REMEDIES YOU CAN USE 

EDITED BY SEAN FULTON 


You can tell your computer to 
ignore commands or programs 
listed in the autoexec.bat file by 
labeling them as “remarks.” Re¬ 
marks remain in the autoexec.bat 
file for reference, but your com¬ 
puter will not run them. To label 
a command as a remark, use your 
DOS editor (type edit at the DOS 
prompt) to open C:\autoexec.bat. 
In autoexec.bat, type rem fol¬ 
lowed by a space at the beginning 
of the line that you’d like your 
computer to ignore. In your case, 
typing rem at the beginning of the 
win line will keep the PC from 
launching Windows. 

Thereafter, you’ll be at the 
DOS command line as soon as the 
computer has 

Can I pull blinds over Windows? read your auto¬ 
exec. bat file. 


My computer 


Windows automatical¬ 


ly every time I start 


up, but more often 
than not I exit 
Windows right away 
and go to work in 
DOS. How can I set 
up my computer so 
that I save time and 
simply start in DOS? 


Whenever you want to launch 
Windows, just type win at the 
DOS command prompt. 


Q 


My PC’s serial 


mouse works 


with my Windows 


ing the addresses on the envelopes 
to the addresses marked on the 
houses. If two houses had the 
same address, the postman would 
get confused. 

This is similar to what’s hap¬ 
pening inside your computer. I 
suspect that your mouse and your 
modem, which connects you to 
Prodigy, are attempting to use the 
same “address,” and your com¬ 
puter doesn’t know which device 
to deliver its messages to. This 
situation can arise if you plug a 
mouse into a serial port at the 
back of your computer, install a 
modem inside your computer and 
then assign the modem the same 
address as the serial port your 
mouse uses. 

First, check the back of your 
computer to see if your mouse is 
connected to the serial port labeled 
COM1 or COM2. Then check to 
see if that’s the port your modem is 
set up to use (the owner’s manual 
for your modem will tell you which 
port the modem is set to use, but 
you can set it to use any available 
COM port). Your problem suggests 
that your modem is currently set to 
use the same COM port as your 


A W 

s 


When your com¬ 
puter starts up, 
Lor boots, it reads 
a file called autoexec.bat, which 


identifies commands c 


programs 


the computer should run right 
away. Some PC manufacturers 
that install Windows assume that 
home computer owners will use it 
more often than they use DOS, so 
they put the win command, the 
command that starts Windows, 
into the autoexec.bat file. That’s 
why your computer launches Win¬ 
dows automatically. 


mouse, so you’ll 

What puts these mice on ice? need to revise 

the setting for 

applications, but it your modem. Check the modem’s 

manual for instructions on how to 

freezes when I con- change it. 

nect to Prodigy. 

What’s going on? 

Your problem is 
a common one. 

.Add-on devices 
such as mice, modems and printers 
“talk” to the computer’s “brain,” 
or processor, by sending informa¬ 
tion up and down what’s called the 
“bus.” Think of the bus as the 
street where you live. The post¬ 
man delivers the mail by match- 


A" 
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ations by Chip Wass 
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When all else fails, 



Voted most reliable by 3-to-1 


T here are three types of computer us¬ 
ers: those who have lost data due to a 
power problem, those who are going to, and 
those who have protected themselves against 
the inevitable surge, blackout or brownout 
with the most reliable UPS they can buy: 
Back-UPS by APC. In fact, editors and users 
alike agree that if your system demands 
absolute reliability, you can depend on APC 
Back-UPS. 

According to a study by Bell Labs, 
undervoltages represent the overwhelming 
majority of power problems likely to hit 
your computer. The question is not if a 
failure will occur, but when. Whether due to 
construction, wiring, weather, other office 


equipment, or accidents, power problems 
are as inevitable as death and taxes. That’s 
why you need instantaneous battery 
backup power from the Back-UPS to pre¬ 
vent data loss, hard disk crashes, and hard¬ 
ware damage. 

If you’re concerned about lightning, 
rest assured that when measured using the 
ANSI/IEEE 587 Category A test wave, 
Back-UPS are superior to virtually all 
separate surge suppressors. Surge 
performance is even backed 
by a $25,000 Lifetime 
Equipment Protection 
7 \ Guarantee. 


Back-UPS j 


Starting at 

*119 


ll/EDITORS' 

UKchoice 


clear 

ner in price 
\ ormance...it , s 
unbeatable...” 


APC 






















Attention Resellers,Win $10,000 cash in APC’s Back-UPS 
Workstation Success Story Promo!! Call for an entry form today! 


Back-UPS prevail 





If you’re protecting a network server, a 
communications interface port (on models 
Back-UPS 400 and higher) provides the 
security of an automatic shutdown to all 
major OS including NetWare, Windows, 
Windows NT, LAN Server, LAN Manager, 
LANtastic, SCO Unix, OS/2, Banyan Vines, 
AppleShare/System7 and more, so your data 
is safe whether the system is attended or not. 
(PowerChute software and interface kits 
sold separately.) 

And since data processed on networked 
clients needs protection too, the $ 13 9 Back- 
UPS 280 provides an economical solution 
for all your LAN workstations. And if you 
have a new green PC, the 
price is even better at $119 
for the new Back-UPS 200. 
Discovering how essen- 


MADE IN 







tial Back-UPS protection is can be hard...if 
you wait for the next storm to roll through. 
But discovering how affordable it has be¬ 
come is easy... 

Call today and find out (the easy way) 
why more than 2,000,000 satisfied users 
bank on Back-UPS from APC. With more 
awards than all other brands combined, 
field-proven reliability, and a two year war¬ 
ranty, Back-UPS are power 
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Option switches allow you to customize 
transfer voltage and alarm settings. 

Test Switch for ongoing peace of mind. 

2 year warranty and full safety approvals 
including IS09001. 

525,000 Lifetime Equipment Protection 

Hot Swappable, User Replaceable Batteries 
reduce service time, costs by allowing safe 
removal and replacement of exhausted 
batteries, while your system stays running. 



AMERICAN POWER CONVERSION 

800-800-4APC 

APC EUROPE (+33) 64625900 / ASIA/PACIFIC FAX: (+813) 5295-1989 
L. AMERICA FAX: 401 788-2716 / CompuServe: GO APCSUPPORT 
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Q: 


■ I keep hearing 
conflicting 
reports about the haz- 

Who monitors PCs’ 

ards of radiation emit¬ 
ted from personal 
computers. Is work¬ 
ing at a PC danger¬ 
ous? Can you recom¬ 
mend any literature on 
the subject? 

Current research 
suggests that a 
Llifetime playing 
Doom will expose you to less radi¬ 
ation than you’d receive from a 
single X-ray. 

PC monitors generate an elec¬ 
tromagnetic field (EMF), which is 
a magnetic field created by electri¬ 
cal current. So do most electrical 
appliances in your house—includ¬ 
ing microwave ovens, electric blan¬ 
kets, blow-dryers and fluorescent 
lights. But research into a link be¬ 
tween prolonged exposure to EMFs 


EMF. The United States has a 
more lenient standard, but most PC 
monitors designed in the last year or 
so adhere to the European require¬ 
ments. You can reduce your expo¬ 
sure to EMFs by 
radiation? sitting an arm’s 

length from the 
screen. (If you can’t read your mon¬ 
itor from this distance and you’re 
concerned about EMFs, you may 
want to buy a monitor with a larg¬ 
er screen.) 

To learn more about possible 
effects of EMFs, check out the 
May 1994 issue of Consumer Re¬ 
ports ■; it contains a good article on 
the subject. Or, take a look at 
“Sitting Pretty” in the August 
1994 issue of HomePC. 


AS 

±\.n 



and physical harm remains incon¬ 
clusive after numerous studies. The 
inquiries are ongoing, and it could 
be years before they produce 
meaningful results. 

Some European countries have 
decided it’s better to be safe than 
sorry and instituted strict require¬ 
ments for acceptable levels of 



the computer and the TV. I recom¬ 
mend the external boxes, which 
cost a little more but are easier to 
hook up. 

Connect the wire that resembles 
your PC monitor cable from the 
“VGA In” port on the external 
My vision is VGA-to-NTSC converter to the 

monitor port on the back of your 
slightly computer. Then, plug the cable 

from your PC monitor into the port 
impaired and I need a marked “VGA Out” on the con¬ 
verter. At this 

My favorite program, on TV! point, if you 

plug the con- 


Q 


large screen. A 17- 
inch monitor for my 
computer costs $800 
to $1,200, but a TV 
with an even larger 
screen sells for 
around $300. Can I 
hook my PC to a tele¬ 
vision and use the TV 
as a monitor? 


A* 

iTjLv 


Yes, you can. All 
you need is a 
WGA-to-NTSC 
converter, which sells for $150 to 
$350. The converter translates the 
image destined for your monitor 
into a signal that can be displayed 
by your television. 

The converters are sold either as 
cards, which are installed inside 
your computer, or as external 
boxes, which connect by cable to 


verter box into a wall outlet, your 
computer will work as usual, with 
the image displayed on your moni¬ 
tor screen. 

Now for the fun. The converter 
box will likely have two additional 
connectors: one marked “S-VHS,” 
the other a standard RCA connector 
marked “composite video,” or 
“video.” S-VHS is a high-quality 
video connection that links the con¬ 
verter to a VCR, video camera or 
professional-calibre video mixer. 
But it requires a special S-VHS 
cable, and unless your VCR sup¬ 
ports this type of connection (check 
the owner’s manual), you won’t be 
able to use it. 

The connector marked “compos¬ 
ite video” is the one you’ll probably 
end up using. On the back of your 
TV or VCR, look for the RCA con¬ 
nector marked “Video In.” You 
may find one or two pairs of RCA 
connectors marked “Video In” and 
“Audio In” and “Video Out” and 
“Audio Out.” Like the S-VHS con¬ 
nector mentioned above, these are 
used to connect your VCR or TV to 
other electronic devices, including 
stereo systems, video cameras, other 
VCRs and, in this case, your home 
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Don’t Just Fill The Computer Screen ... 

FILL THE ROOM 




%i 


POWERED PARTNERS * 

Multimedia Speakers 


V Get the most out of computer multimedia 
sound. Upgrade to Advent® 
Powered Partners® and 
hear what you’ve been 
missing! 

Experience the ultimate in room-shattering 
arcade sounds and special effects. Enhance your 
children’s appreciation of computer learning 
programs. Enjoy your favorite music CD’s, too. 

Advent multimedia speakers are fully compati¬ 
ble with all Mac and PC sound boards. They’re 
famous for unrivaled sound reproduction and 


striking good looks. And our AV570 model 
(featured) is a continual winner of editor’s choice 
and reader’s choice awards. 

Just a few sound reasons why you should ask 
for Advent Powered Partners. Discover a room 
full of others when you visit your authorized 
Advent retailer. 

For the one nearest you, call 1-800-477-3257. 


MDVE\T 

Sound as it was meant to be heard 


//ADVENT 








matically changes it 


computer. Simply rim a wire (one is 
usually packaged with the converter 
box) between the “Video In” con¬ 
nector on your TV or VCR and the 
RCA jack on the converter box, and 
you’ll be in business. 

Check the manual that came 
with your television or VCR to find 
out more about how to use and 
view video from the Video In port; 
some sets require you to select cer¬ 
tain channels or channel combina¬ 
tions to view whatever is coming in 
through the RCA connector. 


\l 

IIP, 


Q 


My Windows 
Control Panel 
lists lots of fonts, but 
when I check the 

Fonts? I’m at a loss 

fonts in my Microsoft 
Word pull-down 
menu, it says I have 
none. Can I transfer 
the fonts in the 
Control Panel to 
Word and my other 
applications? 



The fonts listed 
in your Control 
Panel are in¬ 
stalled on your hard drive and 
come with Windows. Some of 
these are “screen” fonts, which 
Windows uses only for characters 
you see on screen, and some are 
“True Type” fonts, which can be 
used either to display characters on 
screen or by a printer driver (the 
program that runs your printer) to 
print the characters in a document. 

Printer drivers contain a list of 
fonts that the printer can accept, 
and these are the fonts that are list¬ 
ed in your Microsoft Word applica¬ 
tion. If any other fonts on your 
computer are accepted by your 
printer, those will be listed as well. 

If Word shows no fonts, 
chances are you haven’t installed 
a printer and your computer is set 
up for a “Gener- 

for Word’s ic/Text only- 

printer, which 
prints only plain text, so Windows 
lists only one or two usable char¬ 
acter fonts. 

If you don’t have a printer con¬ 
nected to your computer, select the 
Printers section in the Control Panel 
and remove the Generic/Text Only 
printer from your computer’s setup. 
Windows will then default to tbe 
font list you saw in the Control 
Panel and those fonts will show up 
in all your applications. 

If you do have a printer hooked 
up, try installing drivers expressly 
designed for that printer model. 
Such drivers typically come with 
the printer; contact the manufactur¬ 
er if they didn’t. These drivers may 
also come with Windows. 


Q 


Microsoft Word 


6.0 won’t let 



me type acronyms. 
I’m a bank manager 


for example. When typing, people 
often linger on the shift key, result¬ 
ing in two capital letters at the be¬ 
ginning of a word; AutoCorrect as¬ 
sumes this is a mistake and makes 
the second of two consecutive capi¬ 
tal letters lowercase. This default 
setup is causing your problem. 

You have two choices: Either 
tell AutoCorrect never to change 
two initial capital letters, or add 
“CD,” and any other acronyms you 
use frequently, to your spelling 
dictionary. 

To take the first approach, 
which is a bit like killing a bug 
with a shotgun, select AutoCorrect 
in Word’s Tools pull-down menu, 
then click on the box next to the 
phrase “Correct TWo INitial 
CAps.” Click the button marked 
“OK” and AutoCorrect will leave 
your acronyms alone. 

To take the second approach, 
select AutoCorrect, but this time, 
go to the middle of the AutoCor¬ 
rect window. In the box beneath 
the word “Replace,” type ii 


In the adjacent box, the one be¬ 
neath the word 

This is an Sos! I mean SOS!! “With,” type cd 

Then click the 


and whenever I type 


CD, for certificate of 


deposit, Word auto¬ 


“ADD” button and “OK.” Auto¬ 
Correct will still fix two consecu¬ 
tive capital letters, but it will know 
that the acronym CD is Ok... 
I mean OK. 
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The 

Best... 


“Interactive fiction doesn’t 4i 
get any better than this.” 

NewMedia 

“A challenging, take- 
no-prisoners game.” 

Computer Gaming World 

“The most innovative science 
fiction game we’ve seen on any 
system.” 

Dragon Magazine 

“It rivals the most exciting 
movie or the most detailed 
strategy game.” 

Axcess 


X.-‘ 


Invision - 

Award of Excellence 
and Gold Medal, Best 
Animation and Graphics 

Mac Computing - 

Editor’s Choice Award 

SVM Mac - 
Best Entertainment 
Title of the Year 


Gets 

Better! 


The Journeyman Project Turbo is 
making history! Now the epic 
time travel adventure game 
is more than 300% 
faster than the 
original, and requires 
as little as 4 MB of RAM! 
So the heart-thumping, hair- 
raising, sweaty-palms speed of 
travelling through time won’t age 
you a bit. With more than 30 
minutes of digital video, an original 
soundtrack, and a non-linear story, 
The Journeyman Project Turbo 
will take you on a chilling ride 
from the prehistoric past to the 
distan t future, faster than ever before! 

Also included on the disk 
is a sneak preview of the 
sequel “Buried in Time” 
and “The Journey,” a 
digital movie 
about the 
making of The 
Journeyman 
Project Turbo. 



©1994 Sanctuary Woods Multimedia, Inc. All rights reserved, l-entertainment is a trademark 
and Sanctuary Woods is a registered trademark of Sanctuary Woods Multimedia Corporation. 






Q lfound a 
shareware 

game from 1988 that I 
like a lot. I intend to 
send a check to the 


ware, then you’re expected to send 
in your check. Unfortunately, a lot 
of folks just copy shareware pro¬ 
grams and enjoy them while the 
authors who wrote the software 
get stiffed. 

Many shareware authors belong 
to the Association of Shareware 
Professionals (ASP). You can ob¬ 


tain the 

Return to vendor? Address unknown current 

address of 


author, but first I 
want to know if the 
address on the pro¬ 
gram is still valid. 

How can I check? 

First of all, it’s 
great that you’re 
asking. The theo¬ 
ry behind shareware is that you 
get to try a program out before 
you buy it. If you like the soft¬ 


any ASP member by contacting 
Jan Abbott, Executive Director of 
the Association of Shareware Pro¬ 
fessionals, 545 Grover Road, 
Muskegon, Mich. 49442-9427, 
(616) 788-5131. You can also 
contact Jan at the e-mail address 
72050.1433@compuserve.com. 

If the author is not a member 
of the ASP, try sending a letter 
to the address given in the pro¬ 
gram (don’t send payment until 
you get a satisfactory response), 
if this doesn’t work, check an 
on-line bulletin board system or 
service for a more recent copy of 




the program, which may contain 
a current address. • 


Dr. PC was assisted this month by 
Andy Feibus, Michele K. Hugel- 
meyer and Chris Oggerino. 

Do you have a question for Dr. PC? 
You can mail it to Ask Dr. PC, 
HomePC, 600 Community Drive, 
Manhasset, NY 11030, phone it in 
to (800) DOC-IS-IN, fax it to (516) 
562-7007 or post it to the doctor 
at HomePC on America Online. 



Family Tree Maker Deluxe 

Now Stores Photos, Video Clips, and More! 

Preserve stories and traditions for future The FamilyFinder™ makes It easier and 


generations. Simply enter information 
about parents, children, and marriages. 
Family Tree Maker for Windows makes it 
easy to organize all the scattered facts about 
your family. Record names, dates, medical 
facts, hobbies, even family stories. 

Easily include photos - No scanner 
required! Family Tree Maker is also a great 
way to get all your cherished family photos 
organized. Ask your photo developer to put 
your next roll of film or even your old pho¬ 
tos onto a Kodak Photo CD™. Slip the Photo 
CD into your PC to put pictures into Family 
Tree Maker. 

The Scrapbook feature stores hundreds of 
photos per person. Enter captions and 
descriptions for easy searching and sorting. 
Print photos in family trees or in album 
pages. There’s even an on-screen slide show. 
Advanced features also allow users to import 
graphic files (BMPs, TIFs, etc.) and embed 
and play OLE objects, such as home video 
clips. 

Dozens of heirloom-quality printouts. 

Once you have entered some names, choose 
from a variety of family tree styles and other 
printouts including birthday and anniversary 
calendars, mailing lables, name tags, med¬ 
ical history, and more. 


faster to find your ancestors. With the 
FamilyFinder feature, you’ll speed up your 
family search hy weeks without ever leaving 
your desk! The FamilyFinder is an amazing 
list of 100 million deceased people whose 
names appear in state and federal genealogi¬ 
cal records. While it doesn’t contain the 
records themselves, it does tell you exactly 
where to find information about each person. 
The Genealogy “How-To” Guide gives you 
even more help in finding your ancestors. 
This on-line guide tells you how to begin, 
and who to contact. Plus, it lists the ad¬ 
dresses of all state and county record offices. 
There’s even help for doing research abroad. 
Floppy version available, too - includes all 
features except the FamilyFinder and the 
“How-To” Guide. 


Risk Free-OrderTodayl 30-day money- 
back guarantee - no questions asked. Sold at 
software stores nationwide or call us direct! 

Call: 800-291-9380 

$54.99 (Floppy) $69.99 (CD-ROM) 

Store prices may differ. Add $6.00 shipping and sales 
tax (for NY, MA, and CA residents.) 
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Creativity in a box. 


... 



INTRODUCING NEW CRAYOLA SOFTWARE FROM MICROGRAFX. 

Is your child looking for something creative to do? Because now, the company famous for kids’ 
creativity is also famous for interactive software. With Crayola Amazing Art Adventure™ (for 
ages 3-6) and Crayola Art Studio™ (for ages 6-12), a whole new 
world of creative activities, games and crafts is open to your 
child. And the possibilities are limited only by the imagination. With Crayola™ 
child can be having fun creating with brushes, markers and crayons, or playing with games, puzzles, and funny characters filled with 
wacky sounds and colorful surprises — all on the computer. Crayola software even has animated stickers, so kids can make their 
own cartoons. You'll also feel good in knowing that your child is playing with __ ■ —» ~ r, 

Crayola, the same trusted name you grew up with. Call 800 - 2 -CREATE 1*1 1 C P O 3 T 

today. And introduce your child to a whole new world of creativity and fun. 


Newt 

Available Now 


Microg-afc. Inc, f 303 Arapaho, Richardson, IX 75061. (i 


). Copyright© 1994, Microgafx, Inc All rights n 




























When you choose the ideal system for your 
home, don't overlook the most obvious 
component: The monitor. Computer 
companies will frequently include a 
low-quality monitor, which makes a 
complete system easier to buy. But 
a lot harder to live with. 



Nokia is Finland's largest 
lultinational company, and the 
leading brand of monitors in 


resf of your system, it would probablpiook like 
the Nokia 17" 4471 multimedia monitor. 
With a .28 mm dot pitch flat square 
tube and maximum resolution of 1024 
x 768 at a refresh rate of 75 Hz, 
the 447L is the caliber of display 
usually enjoyed by graphics profes- 


If you chose your monitor as carefully as the sionals. In fact, Nokias have been named a 


*When used together with an appropriate graphics card. 17* CRT yields a diagonal picture size of 15.75". Manufactured and designed in Finland in an ISO 9001 approved environment. 
© 1994, Nokia Display Products, Inc. EuroPallette, Valuegraph, and FullScreen are trademarks of Nokia Display Products, Inc. E-Mail: bynokia@aol.com. 













PC Magazine Editors' Choice and an Experts' 
Pick in Windows Sources. So the 447V is par¬ 
ticularly suitable for the graphics-rich programs 
families tend to run. The 447V also features front 
panel solid-state screen adjustments and stereo 
powered speakers under the bezel—ideal for 
multimedia software. Which brings us to the 
most important consideration. 
m Children now spend long hours with their 
young eyes just inches away from monitor 
«sbfeens. Here the 447V shows its real value. Its 
emissions control has earned Sweden's MPRII 
certification—one of the strictest standards in 
the world. Its ergonomics reduce eyestrain and 
fatigue, and demonstrate real user-sensitivity* 
The environmental values of Finland (where 
the 447V is made) 
show throughout 



the system: From no CFCs or formaldahyde in the 
materials (which eliminates harmful gases) right 
down to using recycled 
paper in the packaging. 

Not only is the 447V 
friendlier to users, it won't 
clash with the furniture 
either-thanks to the EuroPalette™ choice of colors. 
And with its suggested retail price of $699** 
it won't even disturb the family budget. 

So look into the 447L. After all: It's a decison 
your family will be looking into for years to come. 
Call 1.800.BY NOKIA for the location of the 
dealer nearest you. 



NOKIA 

Connecting People 



Now available at CompUSA 


nt of any 












- -Your daughter created a 


playbook for the high school 



Even if you don’t have an artistic bone in your body, you’ll be drawing all kinds of neat stuff in no time. The kind of stuff you would only be able to 
create by spending a small fortune on several different drawing programs. And get this, with Visio Home you won’t actually be drawing a thing. 


And 


Introducing Visio® Home. It’s the essential, all-in-one drawing tool for your home PC. With 
it you can create just about anything you can think of. Even the stuff your dog might dream 
up. How is this possible, you ask? Visio Home is jam-packed with 30 stencils and over 900 
pre-drawn SmartShapes? All you have to do is drag and drop shapes from stencil to page and 
you’re done. It’s fun. It’s easy. [And isn’t life a little better when things are fun and easy?] 
Normally you’d need stacks of drawing programs to do everything Visio Home does. But for just 
a few bucks and a few minutes of your time, you’ll be creating maps, science projects, floor 

Jkc IgQ Mi trademarks referenced herein are held by Shapeware pl an g CalendarS-yOU name it. So there really is 
Corp. except for Windows which is a trademark of Microsoft * J J 

N(r 8® cor,,. / 094 shapeware Corporation, au rights reserved, something for everyone in the family. If you’re not 















family tree. Your son drew a 


football team. 



the dog added 


So you can’t draw your way out of a paper bag. No 
problem. Using Visio Home is cake. Choose a shape from 
the stencil. Drag it and drop it on your drawing page. 
Type to add text. And you’re done. In technical terms: 
Drag. Drop. Done. And if you ever need any help just 
click on the right mouse button. Pretty nifty stuff, huh? 


a sleeping loft to 


his place. Okay, you helped the dog. 





completely, totally, unequivocally satisfied, 
there’s a 60-day money-back guarantee. You 
and Visio Home. The possibilities are endless. 


Here’s the deal. Normally, Visio Home 
sells for $79t Now it’s only $549! To order 
or get the name of the nearest reseller, 


call (800) 457-3335, ext. X24. Do it now. 


Household drawing for 
everyone in the house.™ 


*Suggested retail pric 





































h o t s t u f f ! 

COOL PRODUCTS AND THE LATEST TRENDS 

BY THE EDITORS OF HOMEPC 


Software? Hardware? Eyewear! 

Race-car drivers have their Ray- 
Bans, Hollywood has its Wayfar¬ 
ers and computer users have- 
black horn-rims? Not very hip. So 
give The Leonardo Company 
some style points for “Anchi- 
ano,” a new line of tinted glasses 
designed to be worn at the com¬ 
puter. The glasses eliminate 
glare without reducing the inten¬ 
sity or clarity of what you see on 
the screen. 

Unlike the sunglasses some 
people resort to when work at 
the computer makes their eyes 
burn, Anchiano glasses don’t 
darken your overall view. But the 
partially polarized lenses, which 
have an adjustable light blue fil¬ 
ter, are designed to provide UV 
protection 
and prevent 
eyestrain. 
The shades 
are available in 
full frames ($34.95) 
r clip-on lenses 
($24.95). Anchiano lens¬ 
es for prescription glass¬ 
es are scheduled to be available 
by spring. — Jennifer Triverio 

The Leonardo Company, (800) 
755-2726, (313) 662-4620. 



24-hour modems (no strings attached) 

Forget the message in a bottle; if 
you’re ever stranded (with your 
laptop), Sierra Wireless’s new com¬ 
pact wireless modem, the Pocket- 
Plus, can help you stay in touch— 
all day, every day. 



Sierra’s PocketPlus 
uses new technology 
known as CDPD, 
or Cellular Digital 
Packet Data, to 
communicate with 
your cellular tele¬ 
phone carrier. The 
benefit of CDPD is 
that your carrier 
bills you only for 
the amount of 
data you transfer. 
For most other cel¬ 
lular modems, carriers 
bill you by connect time, whether 
data is being transferred or not. 
With CDPD, you can leave your 
modem on all day to receive faxes 
and e-mail, and you’ll pay only for 
the data you receive. 

The PocketPlus comes with soft¬ 
ware that supports both Windows 
and Macintosh setups, and it’s as 
easy to install as any conventional 
external modem. It also has a 
rechargeable battery pack and an 
AC adapter, so you can plug the 
device into a wall telephone socket 
and avoid cellular charges altogeth¬ 
er. But while the PocketPlus weighs 
in at less than a pound, there’s 
nothing light about its price: 
$1,195. —Michele K. Hugelmeyer 
Sierra Wireless, (604) 231- 
1100 . 


An A1 source for 3-D effects 

Do your print projects seem a lit¬ 
tle flat? Maybe it’s time to step 
up to the next dimension with 
addDepth for Windows ($149), 
which quickly and easily adds 
3-D graphics and type to news¬ 
letters, logos and letterheads. 

The program’s addDepth Wiz¬ 
ard walks you step-by-step 
through the design process, dis¬ 
playing effects such as color, 


Illustration by Christoph Hitz 
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shading, depth and 
angle rotation for 
illustrations and 
text. The software 
includes more than 
30 graphics tem¬ 
plates, including a 
banner, a skyline 
and a shield, that 
will give your an¬ 
nouncements piz¬ 
zazz. It also accepts clip art 
and illustrations from all leading 
Windows graphics applications. 
Enter your text or illustration, 
pick a design and effect, and 
within seconds, addDepth lives 
up to its name. — J. T. 

Ray Dream, (800) 846-0111, 
(415) 960-0768. 


Silent screen? Turn Word into a talkie 

Need extra help running Microsoft 
Word 6.0? Then lend an ear to the 
Audio Help for Windows CD-ROM 
($59.95). 

The program runs concurrently 
with the word processor and offers 
nearly four hours of step-by-step 
audio instructions on 450 topics. If 
you need help saving a document or 
setting tabs, for example, simply 
click on the 
Audio Help 
for Windows 
icon and select 
the appropri¬ 
ate topic using 
either the pro¬ 
gram’s search 
prompt or the 
alphabetical 
listing. 

When the 
instructions 
play, you can pause, rewind or fast 
forward simply by clicking on an 
icon that resembles a cassette play¬ 
er. And because Audio Help runs at 
the same time as Word, you can try 
out the instructions as you hear 
them. Now that’s one powerful 
duet. — J.T. 

Audio Help Systems, (800) 
260-8209, (401) 274-5116. 



With Data Pen, words jump off the page 

Hunt-and-peck typists have more 
reason than ever to reach for a 
“pen.” The Data Pen ($399), that 
is, a small scanner built into a 
wand with a thin cable connect¬ 
ing it to the standard ports on 
your PC. As you read, just swipe 
the Data Pen over your text on 



Data Tape Recorder for office 
meetings... — Sean Fulton 

Primax Electronics, (800) 33S- 
3693, (408) 364-2800. 

Barbarians at the Gateway- 

Do you yearn to return to the cut¬ 
throat ’80s, when Masters of the 
Universe ruled Wall Street—and 
the world beyond? Well, business 
takeovers aren't as dramatic as they 
used to be, but to today’s entrepre¬ 
neurs negotiating small- to midsize 
buyouts, the details of a sale are no 
less important. And while they may 
not have a team of high-priced 
lawyers to turn to, there is a soft¬ 
ware program they can use to get 
some advice. 

Buy-Out Plan (Version 6.0 for 
DOS; $395 through the end of this 
month, $595 after Dec. 31) walks 
users through the steps involved in 
buying a company. You input sales 
figures or monthly revenue and the 
program crunches the numbers. 
You’ll see how the company’s 
doing, where it’s headed, what it’s 
worth and how you might structure 
the deal—in short, all the details 
banks and investors like to see 
before they shell out the money to 
finance a purchase. 

Robert Machiz, Buy-Out Plan’s 
owner, should know: After almost 
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20 years as a business broker, he 
found a software product line he 
liked (including the original Buy- 
Out Plan)—and bought the com¬ 
pany. — Sarah McCraw 

Money Soft, (800) 966-7797, 
(602) 266-7710. 



A personal screen saver? It’s a snap 

Do your family’s photos brighten 
your day but clutter your office? 
Well, clear off your desktop—by 
putting those portraits on your 
computer screen. PC Portraits for 
Windows turns your favorite 
photos into a customized 
slide-show screen 
saver. Simply send 
your color or black- 
and-white snapshots 
to Fishpot Images, 
and the company 
will create a 
customized 
screen saver. 
You can de¬ 
cide how long 
you want each 
picture displayed 
(up to an hour), or 
use your PC Portraits as desktop 
wallpaper. At $29.95 for up to 
eight photos, it’s a space-saving 
alternative to framing. — J. T. 

PC Portraits, (800) 405-0036, 
(314) 225-6376. 


Preventing an identity crisis 

The ID photo on the software box 
might look like the pictures on too 
many milk cartons, but Kidata, 


The Complete Family Information 
Center, is not meant to be used 
only if the worst happens—it’s de¬ 
signed to prevent it from happen¬ 
ing in the first place. 

The Windows software ($34.95) 
presents a series of data screens 
that let you create a complete med¬ 
ical and personal history from 
birth through adulthood for every 
member of your family. Need an 
immunization report or a record of 
your child’s allergies to present to 
the school? How about a list, with 
photos, of the only adults autho¬ 
rized to pick up your child after 
band practice? Or a collection of 
emergency phone numbers you can 
leave with the babysitter? It’s all in 
one place, easily retrieved and 



printed. You can even scan in pho¬ 
tos and fingerprints. (Spotlight 
Software, which makes Kidata, 
will scan in one photo for free 
when you purchase the software 
and charges $5 apiece for each 
additional print.) — Carol Ellison 

Spotlight Software, (316) 683- 
4949. 

This on-line forum is the talk of the town 

Remember all that talk about 
“electronic town halls” in the last 
presidential race? Two years 
later, the Merced (Calif.) Forum 
on Prodigy gives the town’s 
60,000 residents a chance to test 
out the idea. 

Mayor Pro Tempore David 
Dias, a longtime Prodigy mem¬ 
ber, conceived the forum as a 
way to boost interaction be- 
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Thinking Mouse 

Because no two people think alike. Or work alike. 


Or use a computer alike. But there is one thing two people 
can agree on. Thinking Mouse. 

Introducing Thinking Mouse. The mouse designed for the 
way you work. 

Unlike ordinary mice, Thinking Mouse is a programmable 
mouse. That means you can customize Thinking Mouse by 
assigning frequently used commands to different mouse 
buttons. And because each command executes with a single 
click, you work faster and save valuable time. 


Create your own pop-up menu. 

Want to save even more time? 

Thinking Mouse lets you organize frequently used 
commands in a personalized pop-up menu. 

First, you create the menu with our easy-to-use software. 
After that, simply click on the assigned mouse button when 
you want the menu to appear. Click once more to execute 
any command. 

You can indent text, change fonts, even insert your 
signature into a document. 



The way you program 
Thinking Mouse all depends 
on how you work. For example, 
you can open an application more 
easily by double-clicking with just one click. 
You can drag, scroll or highlight with less 
effort by locking a button down with 
just one click. You can even execute 
multi-step commands fester with 
a single click—like printing and 
saving a document, entering a block 
of text, logging onto a network, even 
sending a fex. The possibilities are endless. 



Thinking Mouse saves time, reduces hand 
movements and eliminates many repetitive tasks. 
Its tapered design, symmetrical shape and EasyGrip™ 
sides offer advanced comfort and control for a variety of 
hand sizes, and for both right-handed and left-handed users. 

The unique Kensington Satisfaction Guarantee gives you 
a 5-year warranty, toll-free technical support and a no-risk 
9(klay trial. Available in Serial & PS/2, and Bus versions. 

Includes software for Windows, OS/2 and DOS. 
100% Microsoft compatible. For more infor¬ 
mation, call 800-535-4242. Outside the US and 
Canada, 415-572-2700. For information by fax, 
dial extension 82 and request document 306. 


KENSINGTON. 
































tween the community and its 
government. The town has 
2,000 Prodigy members; more 
than 1,000 of them have logged 
in to the forum since its debut 
this summer. Terminals with 
access to the Merced Forum 
are also available to non-mem¬ 
bers at Merced’s Senior Center 
and City Hall. 

The forum includes three main 
sections: Merced News, where 
residents can get the scoop on 
last night’s city council meeting; 
City Talk Bulletin Board, which is 
billed as an “electronic back 
fence”; and Write to Us, a direct 
e-mail link to City Hall. You can 
even send a mes¬ 
sage to the mayor 
(he promises to 
reply within 24 
hours). 

Cities across 
the country, in¬ 
cluding Sacramen¬ 
to, Calif., New York and Orlando, 
Fla., have requested information 
about launching their own fo¬ 
rums on Prodigy. The adage says 
you can’t fight City Hall, but be¬ 
fore long you might be able to 
“flame” it. — Sharlene Johnson 
Prodigy, (800) PRODIGY. 

Here’s a shock! Surge protector’s chic 

Tired of tripping over your comput¬ 
er system’s spaghetti-like collection 
of power cords? The PowerManager 
holds up to five peripherals (PC, 
monitor, modem, speakers, and so 
on) inside a flat, sleek, futuristic 
surge protector designed to sit right 
under your screen. 

You can control up to four 
devices individually with switches 
located on the front of the box, or 
control all five at once with a mas¬ 
ter switch. There are also two 
phone-line connectors, so you can 
protect your fax or modem from 
electrical surges brought in over 



the telephone line. To top it all 
off, the manufacturer will replace 
any product (up to $25,000) that 
is damaged by a power surge while 
hooked up to the PowerManager. 
Now that's something worth trip¬ 
ping over. — M.H. 

American Power Conversion, 
(401) 789-5735, (800) 800-4APC. 

Honk if you make your own bumper sticker! 

Is there a message you want the 
whole world to see? Now you 
can liven up any traffic jam with 
Slapsticks, high-gloss, self-adhe¬ 
sive and weather-resistant 
bumper stickers that come in 8!4 
x 11-inch perforated sheets de¬ 
signed to fit your printer. Just 
create your message and logo 
using your word processor or 
graphics program, load the Slap¬ 
sticks sheets and print in land¬ 
scape mode. 

Slapsticks are available in two 
adhesives, temporary and remov¬ 
able. The temporary style is rec¬ 
ommended for short-term use and 
allows Slapsticks to be washed 
off with soap and water. The re- 
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You'd be SURPRISED bow many 
of your childho od FRIENDS 
have BECOME teachero. 



Look what's become of all those characters 
you grew up with. They've all got important 
positions on Hanna-Barbera's Cartoon 
Carnival. The whole bunch of them—Yogi 
Bear, Scooby-Doo, Huckleberry Hound, Top 
Cat, The Jetsons and The Flintstones — have 
the responsibility of guiding your kids 
through this easy-to-use CD-ROM software 
from Philips. And since there are six games, 
with ten levels in each, the degree of 
difficulty grows at the same rate your child 
does. (Speaking of growing, we'll be adding 
two more animated titles to our library 
soon: "Sandy's Circus" and "Cartoon 
Jukebox.") That means kids can continue to 
laugh and learn for years to come. And to 
think, your parents always said you couldn't 
study and watch cartoons at the same time. 

{ For more information, call: 1-800-340-7888.} 




B|M 

illt 



Yogi Bear's Pic-A-Nic Place: 

Yogi challenges your child’s memory skills by 
asking them to match silly sounds found 
in his collection of picnic baskets. 




MAC & PC CD-ROM 


































movable stickers are recommend¬ 
ed for more permanent applica¬ 
tions. They can be removed with 
a wipe-on, peel-off solvent. 

Available in two sizes [2Vi x 
11-inch, 60 per pack, and 3'k x 11 
inch, 40 per pack, $19.95 each) 
Slapsticks give new meaning to 
the phrase “Information High¬ 
way.” — Melissa Gelb 

Williams & Macias, (800) 7 52- 
4400 , (509) 359-6312. 

Typing in longhand 

You love your word processor, but 
you miss the personal touch of a 
handwritten note. You’ve tried 
generic script fonts, but they don’t 
really capture your personality. Now, 
Personal Font, a made-to-order 
typeface, promises to bring your 
own handwriting to the screen. 

Flow do the designers achieve the 
realistic results? First, you provide a 
writing sample on a special form that 


asks you to write such 
strange-looking words as 
“waywhips” and “skyque,” 
revealing the way in which 
you link certain letters when 
you write. Each lowercase 
letter has not just one but 
several possible shapes, and 
the company is then able to 
vary the shape of every letter 
in a word according to its 
:tion to the letters before and 
after it, just like your own writing. 
(Pick up a pen and write the word 
“subsystems”; you’ll notice that 
every S is probably slightly different 
from the others.) 

Your disk will arrive in the mail 
in four to six weeks. Personal Font 
($99.95, plus $7.95 for the applica¬ 
tion form) is easy to install and 
works like any other font on your 
PC (Windows 3.1 or above) or 
Macintosh (System 6.05 or above). 
It also requires a PostScript printer 
(check your printer’s manual to see 
if it uses this language). —S.J. 

Signature Software, (800) 925- 
8840, (503) 386-3221. • 




Rather be Golfing? 

With Picture Perfect Golf 
Now You Virtually Can Be... 

Picture Perfect Golf, from LYRIQ is the only 
golf software that fully leverages both CD-ROM 
technology and virtual reality techniques to 
bring players the thrill of playing some of the 
world’s finest courses- at home! 

Picture Perfect Golf gives you thousands 
of real photographs of each course and puts 
you- not an animated figure- on the green. 
Real to life club trajectories and golf shot rolls 
and bounces further the excitement. Play 
using the keyboard or mouse, or add an optional 
infrared golf club to simulate the experience of 
playing golf using your own swing and results. An 
experience that costs about $25 an hour at indoor 
golf centers is now available for your PC. So go 
golfing virtually anytime. 

Call Toll-Free Now 

1-8004334464 

For the Dealer Nearest You! 
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mapping 


NEVER GET 
LOST AGAIN) 

(and save money, too!!) 

Fire up the world’s most detailed, fun, and fascinating 
mapping software on your computer — and take 
advantage of special holiday pricing! 


m 


V s? 

Take the guesswork out of planning your next trip! Map’n’Go 
links computer technology with detailed travel information - 
maps covering I million miles of roads; listings of hotels, inns, 
and campgrounds; restaurant reviews; and sightseeing 
attractions throughout North America - complete with 
multimedia pictures and narration. Once you’ve planned your 
trip, Map’n’Go prints out a personalized map of your route 
oriented in the correct direction of travel! Includes a 128-page, 
full-color North America road atlas - absolutely free! 

CD-ROM for Windows. 

ffSSSS 

“IF YOU DON’T HAVE IT, GET IT” -BYTE 

Find any street in the country in the blink of an eye. Print I 
detailed maps of any city, town, or off-the-beaten track 
boondocks in the entire United States. Search for locations | 
by place name, ZIP code, telephone exchange, or street 
name, and zoom in and out with ease. 

CD-ROM for Windows and Macintosh. 

m-- .' oNS 

“DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT 
GLOBAL EXPLORER” -PC/COMPUTING 
Explore the earth with the most detailed world atlas ever 
produced - a virtual computer globe more than 260-feet 
around! Includes topographic maps of the world and 
street maps of 100 major cities. Call up fascinating 
descriptions of historical, cultural, and geographic features, 
and travel the world on a network of airline routes. 

CD-ROM for Windows. 

All three packages are available at your favorite retail store, or direct from DeLorme. 

ORDERTODAY! I -800-452-593 I, ext. 8199 

30-day money-back guarantee 



pf 































9 - 






o 









ENRICH AND ENTERTAIN THE WHOLE FAMILY 


T he 486 Family Edition System 

from USA Flex offers your family the 
experience of visiting exotic, far off 
lands, the heart-pounding excitement of 
flying your own jet, the convenience of 
having volumes of knowledge at your 
fingertips or the peace of mind and 
security that comes with controlling 
your family’s finances and planning 
their future. This powerful multimedia 
system from USA Flex is packed with all 
the hardware and software your family 
will need, and best of all, it can all be 
yours for only... 


$ 1995 


Intel 486DX2-66 CPU 


• SMB RAM (Easily Upgradable to 64MB RAM) 

• 256K L2 Cache • 3.5” 1.44MB Floppy Drive 




PLUS! DELUXE COLLECTION 
OF EDUCATIONAL, GAME, & 
BUSINESS/HOME CD TITLES 


The Flex Family Edition System features... Intel 486DX2 66MHz processor 
Hercules Stingray VLB video 
Sony double-spin CD-ROM 
Sound Blaster by Creative Labs 
Corel CD PowerPack 
Plus... Microsoft Works for Windows 
Microsoft Best of Entertainment Pack 
Microsoft Money 
Microsoft Sound Bytes 
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brother, 

HL-630 

Get the 
Straight 

yHL’X Paper Path 

Advantage 

ition System with one of th 

iPSON'cKL 

- theWorld ' s 

only 720x720 £ 

COLOR ink Jflmgjk 
jet printer! 

Total price (includes system bundle, 
printer and FREE printer cable s 2549 

lese quality printers... 
mm Panasonic 

KX-SP100 

...everything you need 
- plain and simple. 
Laser printer, fax, 
personal copier 

Total price (includes system bundle, 
printer and FREE printer cable . *2789 



USA FLEX 1 - 800 - 374-9903 


471 Brighton Dr., Bloomingdale, IL 60108 

mmmm 


708-582-6206 • FAX 708-351-7204 
24 Hours Monday - Friday 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday & Sunday 


Ask for your copy RTTiSl 
of our Flex Catalog IJ 
with money-saving j yRf; 


Code #HP1204 














































NEXT GENfjftATIONj 


MAKE IT SO 


STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION “A Final Unity.” 


Be part of an epic new adventure with Captain 
Picard; Commander Riker" and all the rest of 
the Starship Enterprise " crew. 


“A Final Unity” is an original intergalactic epic 
of mystery and danger that takes you from the 
outposts of Federation space through treacher¬ 
ous encounters with alien starships and 
beyond—into the uncharted dangers of a 
massive nebula. 


Take control from the bridge or leave the ship 
to embark on critical Away Team missions. This 
interactive CD-ROM journey is a true extension 
of the famed TV series with accuracy in all 
details, including voice-overs by all seven of 
the television stars. 


Beam your crew to mysterious planets. Maneuver 
the U.S.S. Enterprise" through strange galaxies 
to worlds beyond your imagination. You’re in 
command, working hand in hand with the most 
respected crew in the Federation! 


No other space adventure comes close to the 
reality of this CD-ROM excursion which is 
brought to life by characters who speak to 
you, rich cinematic sequences, incredible SVGA 
graphics and CD-quality sound and music. 
Experience hours of entertaining exploration 
and discovery as you freely travel the universe 
to unravel a mystery from the ancient past in 
this STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION® epic. 


Make it so. Take your post and Engage! 


an Authorized User. Soectrum HoloBvte is a reaistered trademark of Spectrum HoloByte, Inc. Other trademarks are the property^ their respective holders." 






With'all the 
voices of the 


tension builds on the bridge as another 
Red Alert appears imminent. 


Alert your Away Team and pick the right 
mbination of talent for each critical missic 


TM nexr amt nanaa 

"A Final Unity" 


Available for 
IBM CD-ROM 


Also look for STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION 
“Future’s Past” on Super NES^ 


‘pectrum 

loloByte 


Open hailing frequencies and prepare 
for the unexpected. 


2490 Mariner Square Lo0, Alameda, CA 945C 

Visit your local retailer or Call 24 hours: 
1-800-695-GAME (USA and Canada) , 


m down to exotic wprlds as the mystery 
of an ancient and highly advanced 
civilization slowly unfolds. 









best 


s 


buy 

GREAT VALUES FOR SAVVY SHOPPERS 


It pays to track prices after you buy 

Purchasing a new computer is al¬ 
ways a calculated risk—you 
never know if the model you take 
home today will have an “Unbe¬ 
lievable New Low Price” next 
week. The good news is that 
some sellers guarantee you won’t 
be penalized for buying a PC from 
them if prices suddenly fall. 

If you purchase hardware from 
Dell Computer, for example, and 
the company lowers its prices 
within 30 days, you’re entitled to 
the difference if you request a re¬ 
fund in writing within that same 
30-day period. Gateway 2000 has 
a similar policy, as do retailers 



such as OfficeMax and Staples. 
But it’s up to you to know if 
prices change, so keep your eyes 
peeled to keep your pockets full. 

A solid warranty (fine print included) 

Canon’s new InstantExchange war¬ 
ranty program makes buying a 
printer or peripheral practically free 
of risk from technical failures. The 
warranty covers all hardware prob- 


BY JULIE COHEN 

lems on any Canon product for two 
years, and is included in the pur¬ 
chase price of the unit. Just call 
Canon’s toll-free technical 
support line to have 
your printer’s 
problem diag¬ 
nosed. If the 
glitch can’t be 
fixed over the 
telephone, Canon 
promises to send 
a replacement 
within 24 hours. 
You don’t have to 
return the broken 
unit until you receive the new one, 
and Canon pays all shipping costs. 

Canon, (800) 848-4123, (714) 
438-3000. 

A low-cost CD celebrates freedom 

It’s rare to find a CD-ROM that 
costs $10; rarer still is a disc for 
that price that is entertaining 
and delivers an important mes¬ 
sage. Since 1961, Amnesty Inter¬ 
national has campaigned for the 
release of prisoners of con¬ 
science around the world, fair 
and prompt trials for the ac¬ 
cused and an end to government- 
sponsored torture. Now the 
group is bringing its crusade to 
home computers with Amnesty 
Interactive, which examines the 
history of modern-day human 
rights violations and shows you 
how to help stop abuses. 

The Macintosh disc contains 
case histories, photos and por¬ 
traits of some of the political 
prisoners Amnesty has supported 
over the years; an atlas of 84 
countries and their human rights 
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records; and short video inter¬ 
views with musicians Peter 


Gabriel and Jackson Browne. 

The Voyager Company, (800) 
446-2001, (212) 431-5199; Amnesty 
International, (212) 807-8400. 

Add Word to your Bookshelf for $99 

If you’re thinking about upgrading 
to Microsoft Word, this may be the 
time. Now you can buy the word 
processing program and a copy of 
Microsoft Bookshelf, which offers a 
rich library of reference material 
that can be easily incorporated into 
Word documents, for $129. And you 
can save $30 more by mailing in the 
rebate coupon that comes with the 
program before Dec. 31. 

The Word & Bookshelf Windows 
CD-ROM combines Word 6.0 with 
Bookshelf ’94, which sells for about 
$70 if purchased separately. If you’re 
buying the two programs for the first 
time, you can expect to pay about 
$350, although Microsoft is offering 
first-time Word/Bookshelf purchasers 
a $50 rebate through Dec. 31. 

Microsoft, (800) 426-9400, 
(206) 882-8080. 



Top of the charts 


Education 

0 Encarta 


Q Bookshelf* 

..,. Microsoft 

0 Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing 

... The Software Toolworks 

0 The Oregon Trail 


0 Where in the World Is Carm 


0 Math Blaster: In Search of Spot* 

..... Davidson 

Q Reader Rabbit 1 

..... The Learning Company 

0 Mario Teaches Typing 

. Interplay 

0 Where in the USA Is Carmen Sandiego? 

— . Broderbund Software 

Dinosaur Adventure 3-D 


Games 


0 TIE Fighter* 
0 5 Ft. 10 Pak 

0 Myst 
0 Outpost 
0 SimCity 2000 
0 The 7th Guest 


. LucasArts 

. Sirius Publishing 

...Broderbund Software 

.. Sierra On-Line 

. Maxis 


0 Star Wars Rebel Assault 
0 Flight Simulator 


0 Mighty Morphin Power Rangers* 
0 X-Wing* 


Personal productivity 


o 

Quicken for Windows 


© 

Quicken 6.0 (MS-DOS) 


o 

Home Design 3-D for Windows 

o 

3-D Home Architecture 

Rmrlorhtirtri 

o 

Print Shop Deluxe CD Ensemble 

o 

Print Shop Deluxe for Windows 

o 

Resume Writer for Windows 

o 

Street Atlas USA* 


o 

Money for Windows* 

. Microsoft 

0 

Fonts for Windows* 



Source: PC Data (for July 1994). * indicates first time on charts. 
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Ask about our 90-Day 
No Payment Program! 


P5-75 Family PC™ 

Intel® 75MHz Pentium™ Processor 
Intel Verified: Upgradable 
8MB RAM, 256KB Cache 
730MB 13ms IDE Hard Drive 

■ PCI Enhanced IDE Interface 

■ PCI Local Bus Graphics with 1MB 

■ Double-Speed CD-ROM 

■ 16-Bit Sound Card & 

Altec Speakers 

■ TelePath™ II 14.4K Fax/Modem 
3.5" Diskette Drive, 

Vivitron™ Color Monitor 
Desktop Case 

124-AnyKey® Keyboard & Mouse 
MS-DOS® 6.22 &WFW 3.11 
MS Works,™ Encarta, Money™ 
Cinemania ’95, Fine Artist & Golf 













All aboard for heart-pounding thrills! 

Take a breathless ride up and down and around the world of 

multimedia with a Family PC from Gateway lOOtf®!* It’s a new discovery 


around every bend. So exhilarating that you and your children will never want to come back! 

There’s virtually no end to all the incredible things you can do with this fully equipped Gateway 2000 

multimedia system. Preparing your child for the vast superhighway of tomorrow is exciting and challenging. And you’ll know you’re buying 
from a company that’ll be here to support you. Gateway 2000 is a Fortune 500 company with roots in South Dakota. Our friendly Midwestern 
f employees are ready to provide you with award-winning service and support as you explore this breathtaking new world. 

| Parting as a low as $ 1,499, Gateway’s full line of Family PCs give you all the features you need for today and tomorrow. Our top-of-the-line 
P5-75 Family PC is based on Intel’s Pentium processor for screaming performance. And a fast CD-ROM drive and quality sound system give 
you the ability to experience sound, video, animation and pictures on all your programs,and games. You can even play all your favorite music 
CDs with super stereo sound. And with a TelePath II fax/modem you can connect with people from all over the world! 

Experience the magic behind the movies with Microsoft's Cinemania ’95, and see an encyclopedia come to life with moving pictures and 
stereo sound whenyou run MS Encarta with the 16-bit sound card and Altec 
speakers. With Microsoft Fine Artist, kids can create pictures and projects 
’ with dozens of wacky sounds. For work at home, MS Works packs all the 
tools for your business and personal needs, and MS Money helps you manage 
all your finances. Or take time out to traverse the links of Microsoft’s 
Multimedia Golf on those lazy Sunday afternoons. All this software is pre- ^ 
installed on your Gateway Family PC. 

Gateway 2000 desktop systems and monitors also include a three-year 
warranty, and you’ll get free telephone technical support for the life of your 

system, We accept most major credit cards, or you can apply for a Gateway 2000 — r - - .... . 

WMf ' iou’ ve got a friend in the business. "* 

DuoLine™ MasterCard® Card issued by Dial National Bank, Des Moines, Iowa. 800 - 846-4507 

Call us today for your ticket to the exciting new world of multimedia! ^10 Gateway Drive • North Sioux City, SD • 57049-2000 

Sales Hours: 7am-10pm Weekdays, 9am-4pm Saturdays (CDT) 









Consumer survival is Howard’s end 

Would you spend $39.95 for infor¬ 
mation that can help you save 
hundreds of dollars, avoid tele¬ 
marketing scams and learn 
about such complicated subjects 
as disability insurance, wills and 
auto leasing? Then investing in 
Clark Howard’s Consumer Sur¬ 
vival Kit CD-ROM may pay off. 

Howard is a consumer advo¬ 
cate/columnist/radio talk-show 
host in Atlanta. His Windows 
disc’s seven sections—cars; real 
estate; savings and investing; in- 
i basics (sub- 
as multilevel mar¬ 
keting organizations and dry 
cleaning); ai 
scams)—offer comi 
vice in plain English. 




The presentation is first-rate, 
with sound and video clips, logi¬ 
cal organization and impressive 
insights. If a fool and his money 
are soon parted, the lessons in 
the Consumer Survival Kit will 
help see to it that you and your 
cash are together for a long time. 

The Mescon Group , (800) 656- 
1932, (404) 656-1929. 


Save your data and your cash 

Looking for an easy, inexpensive way 
to back up your hard drive? With die 
introduction of its new top-of-the- 
line 230-megabyte (MB) Bernoulli 
drive, Iomega has sharply reduced 
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We can do what 
the House, the Senate and 
die President won’t. 
Help you cut your taxes. 


Politicians promise to cut taxes. Unfor¬ 
tunately, it’s a promise they rarely keep. 

That’s why you need the 1994 ver¬ 
sion of Simply Tax™ With detailed tax- 
saving tips from The Ernst 
& Young Tax-Saving 
Strategies Guide 1995, a 


§ 

Inlet view , 



John Wiley & Sons publication. You can 
immediately start looking for ways to 
lower your tax bill. 

From tips on how to maximize your 
current income to using the tax law to 
help you plan for a secure retirement, this guide gives you 
everything you need to keep more of what you make. 

In addition to the tax-saving tips, Simply Tax provides a 
deduction find- 


Simply 

Tax 


that lets you quickly navigate through 
the program. 

1994 \ There’s also a powerful step- 
,Version] by-step interactive Interview fea¬ 
ture that guides you through your 
tax return from 



start to finish. 

And when 
your return is 
completed, 

_ an Electronic 

SSSIPS^^^ Filing* option 
lets you file quickly and easily via 
modem or diskette. 

Simply Tax. 
Because it shouldn’t 


Simply Tax Features: 

• Tax Tips From 
The Ernst & Young 
Tax-Saving Strategies 
Guide 1995, a 

John Wiley & Sons 
publication 

• PathFinder 


o 

Taz Savings, 


• Direct Import Of 
Personal Finance 

•Deduction Finder 

• Electronic Filing 

• Final Checklist 


take an act of Congress to help you 
cut your taxes. 


It's easy to soo why 800,000 people already use Simply Tex. 


Save $15 with our 
Special Money Back Offer. 

See your local dealer for details or 
call 1-800-773-5445, dept. T1275, 
for the dealer nearest you. 
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Now PC users and Mac users alike can print 600 dpi-class, presentation level output at a simple 
text-and-graphics price. 

Both the OL410e and the OL410e/PS with Adobe® PostScript" are designed for laser-class output, 
so you can produce great looking sales presentations, newsletters and direct mail flyers easily and affordably. 

The LED printhead carries a 5 year limited warranty, and the print speed is a fast 4 pages-per-minute. 

And after 20 years and 7 million printers, we think it's safe to say you'll never find better looking 
output at a better looking price: the OL410e is about $700,* the OL410e/PS is under $1,000.** 

Call 1 -800-OKI-TEAM, ext. 539 (U.S. or Canada) for a dealer near you. 


FREE SOFTWARE IF YOU ACT NOW! 

Choose one of these WordPerfect® Main Street” programs (worth up to $l39t)with the purchase of an OL4IOe or OL4IOelPS. 
Offer good from Oct. 1, 1994 to Dec. 31, 1994. 


ita. Okidata Reg. T.M., M.D. Oki Electric Industry Co., Ltd. 
s a registered trademark of WordPerfect Corporation. Ma ! 
;sFax, CllpArt, Works and InfoCentral are •"“*— 


The 

OKIDATA 

OL4IOe and 41 OelPS 


Personal Printers. 
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the prices of its earlier models— 
most notably, the Bernoulli Trans¬ 
portable Multidisk 90, an external 
data storage unit with removable 
cartridges that hold up to 90 MB of 
data. That’s the equivalent of 63 
1.44-MB floppy disks. 

The MultiDisk 90 has a suggested 
retail price of $469, but you can 
expect to find it in 
stores for about 
$299—roughly 
20 percent off its 
previous price. 
The 90-MB car¬ 
tridges that hold the 
data should sell for around 
$89. Data security is cheap 
at any price; $1 per megabyte just 
happens to be a very good price. 

Iomega, (800) 777-6654, (801) 
629-7610. 


A cheap imitation of Windows 

If you’re a die-hard Windows fan 
who runs an occasional DOS pro¬ 
gram, let Buttons for DOS ($29) 
clean up your text-heavy screen. 

Triad Software has created a 
DOS menu system designed to 
mirror Windows’ ease of use. But¬ 
tons for DOS scans your hard 
drive for DOS programs, then as¬ 
signs them to a “button” on a full¬ 



screen menu. Just click the ap¬ 
propriate button to open the 
program. The software’s ease of 
use is rivaled only by its ease of 
installation, which takes less than 
60 seconds. —Jennifer Triverio 
Triad Software, (800) 683-3202, 
(206) 683-3202. • 
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Buy an OL400e LED page 
printer between October 1 and 
December 31, 1994 and get a 
$75 rebate. 

The OL400e produces 
300 dpi laser-class output at a 
fast 4 pages-per-minute, and its 
LED printhead carries a 5 year 
limited warranty. 

And now this remarkable 
value includes an equally 
remarkable rebate. Take advan¬ 
tage of them both. Act now. 

For dealer information 
or other questions, call 1-800- 
OKI-TEAM, ext. 548. 


The 

OKPATA 

OL400e 


Personal Printer. 


























Smart kids need smart tools. 

Why let your kids veg out in front of the tube 
when there’s a whole lot more than rock & roll 
inside every AcerAcros multimedia PC. With 
the AcerAcros, you get a fast 486-based system 
with CD-ROM drive, stereo speakers and plenty 
of room to store all your stuff. You also get 
EncartcT, the world's best selling on-line 
encyclopedia, Microsoft Goff7 
Davidson MathBlaster *• In Search of Spot 
and more cool software. 


Acer introduces the home PC that 
stretches your mind, not your budget. 


Packed with software that comes to life through sight 
and sound, the AcerAcros® multimedia PCs give 
your kids the advantage they need to stay ahead 
of the curve. And you’ll love how all the great 
software will help you with all that grown-up 
stuff too! 

No one else offers such a complete package at 
such an affordable price. When it comes to value 
and quality, you can’t beat Acer. 
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When learning’s this much 

Introducing entertainment software that actually teaches kids 


. Having been raised by television, it's probably no surprise that 
^y our generation can't seem to get much beyond the flashing 
"12:00" on a VCR. At GTE, we thought our kids deserved 
better. A lot better. Like characters you can interact 
^ with, rather than just stare at. And story lines that 

^ \ aren't recycled like an old re-run. 

^ Introducing Interactive Toys, designed specifically for the 
inquisitive ages of 3 to 9. Starting from scratch, we've loaded 


our CD ROMs (PC and Macintosh) with exciting new concepts, 
animation, sound and digitized video. Then we added a friendly 
poinf-and-click interface and a cast of characters that will 
encourage your child every step of the way. 

Whether your kids are touring the oceans with Vitsie ” or 
playing a junior detective in our Lost & Found series, 
Interactive Toys are designed for maximum playability, with 
hundreds of game variations to explore. Best of all, kids get to 









something along the wag. 

discover and learn at their own pace (which, any parent will tell 
you, can approach the speed of light). 

To purchase a toy that will never grow old, visit the software 
retailer nearest you. Or, order directly from GTE by calling 
1800 GTE TODAY. Customer representatives will be happy to 
answer any questions or send you a brief video* on the products. 
Of course, no video can compare to an interactive disk, but 
that's the whole point, isn't it? 








KEEPING TIME KILLING TIME 


There are times when tearing out the 
heart of your opponent just isn't the right 
thing to do. 

Like when 
you want to 
express 
yourself, be 
creative, or 
explore an art form with the family. 

For those times, nothing is more fun 
or rewarding than music software 
by Midisoft®. 

Many of our budget-priced Windows 
programs give your PC the capabilities of an 
in-home music recording studio. Others 


let you learn and explore the magical world 
of music. All offer endless hours of 
wholesome enjoyment. 

Our newest CD-ROM, Music Mentor- 
Maestro Edition™, for example, takes you 
on an ever-changing journey through 
composers, performers, musical 
instruments, and music basics. 

Or, there's Multimedia Songbook™, 
another new CD-ROM that's the next step 
beyond CDs and tapes, offering you a 
unique way to experience and creatively 
interact with hours of music. 

With Midisoft Studio™ you can record, 
compose, and print your own music. 


Our MIDI Kit includes the world's most 
popular recording and composing software 
plus a cable for 
connecting your 
sound card to a 
MIDI musical 
instrument. 

So, if spending 
more quality time with your computer 
sounds good, see your software reseller, 
or call us today. 



RO. Box 1000 • Bellevue, WA 98009 USA • 206-881-7176. 




Free Catalog, Friendly Advice 1-800-776*6434 (8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Pacific Time). 



CompUSA • Computer City • Egghead Software • Electronics Boutique • Fry's Electronics • Future Shop • Lechmere 

® 1994 Midisoft Corporation. All rights reserved. Midisoft and the Midisoft logo are registered trademarks; Music Mentor-Maestro Edition, Multimedia Songbook, and Midisoft Studio are trademarks of Midisoft Corporation. Windows is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. 
















































software reviews 

fun and games 

GREAT ESCAPES FOR GROWN-UPS 


opposing comers, and two descend to 
the other two opposite comers. 

Each player begins with 16 dome¬ 
shaped pieces, four pieces in each of 
four sizes. One of the four smallest 
pieces has the aforementioned “T” on 
it; that’s the one you have to guard 
with your life. 

The board setup recalls checkers. 
Each player’s pieces start along the 
two back rows on each side, in size 
order. The largest pieces occupy the 
highest tiers in the 
last row; in the 
front row, the larger 
pieces sit on the 
lower tiers. Your 
“T” piece is on the 
lowest corner in the 

Still with us? OK. 
Using a series of for¬ 
ward, backward and 
diagonal moves, you ascend and 
descend the terraces in an effort to 
clear a path that will enable your 
“T” to reach the opposite comer or 
capture your opponent’s “T” by 
landing on it. You’ll have to guard 

by julie cohen 


own “T” and your own 
home comer from inva- 
sion by your oppo- 
—either 
another per¬ 
son or the 
computer. 
Terrace’s 
mles are clearly 
lained both in 
the manual and on the 
screen, and animated sample 
s illustrate the concepts well. 

It takes just a few minutes to get 
the hang of where to move, but a 
well-played game can last as long as 
90 minutes. 

The only thing this Windows 
game lacks is an on-screen strategy 
guide, so here’s 
a little advice: 
Certain game 
situations call for “cannibalism.” 
Sometimes it pays to capture one of 
your own playing pieces to get out 
of a tight jam, trap your opponent 
or clear a path on the board. 

Terrace began 
as a conventional 
board game. But 
it’s well worth in¬ 
stalling this challenging, intelligent 
program on your computer. Once 
you experience its elegant bril¬ 
liance, you’ll be eager to play it 
again and again. 

$39.95 (Windowsj from Siler/Siler 
Ventures, (503) 635-6333. 


Also reviewed in Fun and Games 

• Shadow of the Comet 

• Lunicus 

• The Psychotron 

• Heart: 20 Years of Rock and Roll 

• Ultimate Coaches Club Football 

• Inherit the Earth 

Reading the stars: Each program reviewed 
in this section is rated on a scale of 0 to 4 stars 
based on originality, puzzle difficulty, longevity, writ¬ 
ing, characters, interface, learning curve, graphics, 
music and sound effects, user’s manual and quirks. 


Terrace 
Siler/Siler 
Ventures 
lStrategy) 


Terrace is a thinking person’s 
game. The challenge is to 
capture your oppo- 
nent’s “T,” 
small, marked 
playing piece, or 
move your own 
“T” all the way 
across the innovative, 
tiered board. The game’ 
concept and rules are 
straightforward as checkers, but 
the strategies you’ll employ hav 
more in common with chess. 

It’s probably easier to play Terrace 
than it is to describe it. The board is 
a grid of 64 squares, with four “stair¬ 
cases” originating in each of the cor¬ 
ners—two rise up from diagonally 



Terrace incognita: a little checkers, a little chess, a lot Of fun 


★ ★ ★ 1/2 
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Now appearing: Halley hunter 



Shadow of 
the Comet 
1-Motion 
(Adventure) 


The year is 1910. Astronomer John 
Parker has arrived in Illsmouth, a 
sleepy New England town, to explore 
the link between Halley’s comet, 
which passed overhead 76 years ago, 
and some mysterious goings-on. But 
Parker has to act fast; in just three 
days, the comet will return, and who 
knows what new disasters may be 
unleashed in its wake. 

Shadow of the Com¬ 
et, based on the novels 
of horror writer H.P. 
Lovecraft, makes for a 
fairly typical adventure 
game, but its graphics 
are bold, it contains 
more than 100 scenes 
and it uses the full 
screen to present its 
stylish characters in 
wary, wide-eyed detail. 

The townsfolk are too terri¬ 
fied to be of much help to you, 
playing as Parker, so you 


★ ★ 


must make friends carefully if you’re 
to solve the mystery and save Ills¬ 
mouth from the comet’s spell. Act 
kindly to strangers and you’re likely 
to advance. Your interactions, how¬ 
ever, are fairly standard: Pick up 
objects you find on the way, use 
them together with other 
"l /9 objects or give them to 
*1 ^ other characters you meet. 

Your actions determine 
whether characters will become 
friends or enemies, so don’t be rash 
in your responses. 

Shadow’s major weakness is its 
controls. It’s awkward to move 


using the mouse, since you need to 
click to change direction and click 
again to move. Using the keyboard 
is easier, as long as you have your 
manual handy—it contains the 
lengthy list of the commands you’ll 
need to be on your way. 

$59.95 (DOS) from I-Motion, 
(800) 443-3386, (310) 576-1888. 


Invasion of the booty snatchers 


Lunicus 

CyberFlix 

(Arcade, 

adventure) 


★ ★ 


CyberFlix, one of the hottest Mac¬ 
intosh game developers around, 
now brings the hyperactive arcade 
adventure, Lunicus, to the PC. This 
winner uses state-of-the art three- 
dimensional graphics and a crunch¬ 
ing rock soundtrack to keep your 
adrenaline pumping as you try to 
fend off the space invaders that 
threaten the Earth. 

It’s the year 2023 at the United 
Nations Moonbase Lunicus. Back 
on Earth, an army of mechanized 
aliens is intent on stealing a set of 
prized ancient 

★ 4 fry artifacts recent- 

*' “ ly discovered by 
a group of top 
scientists. You take off from 
Lunicus in your fighter plane and 
zip through the streets of Los 
Angeles, Tokyo and Moscow with 
high-tech rockets, grenade launch¬ 
ers and plasma cannons. They 
come in handy, because every¬ 
where you turn, alien marauders 
are opening fire. Keep one hand on 
the keyboard to steer and the other 
on the mouse to blast the opposing 



tanks and planes. 

The game is easy to 
learn and fun to mas¬ 
ter, and it has an in¬ 
triguing interactive- 
adventure element. 
The animated seg¬ 
ments and character 
development lack the 
cleverness and depth 
of CyberFlix’s Jump 
Raven (reviewed in 






















Get Serious& MfV |0W, ^S 

START DABBLING! 

“* ■" 'w Foiterl 

» 


artist’s cabinet drawers that 

Learn to Draw & 
>aint the Easy Way! 

Jeginners start with the basics-experts can brush up on technique 
Create orifind art for every kind of creative purpose 
54 artist’s tools-pencils, brushes, airbrush, special effects & more 
Turn snapshots into instant chalk drawings or oil paintings^ 
Naturd-Medid realism for Mac*/PowerMac* & Windows™ 
Sound-enhanced screen interface makes learning easier 
Upwardly compatible with Fractal Design Painter® & PainterXT 
racial Designs unconditional 30-day, money-back guarantee ^ 


Dabbler features easy-to-follow and completely |||HM 
intuitive leam-to-draw-and-paint tutorials 
developed in collaboration with Walter Foster “ 

Pubhshing-the leader in art instructs for more than 70 years. 
Learn at your own pachas if you had a personal art tutor by 
your side. Start with simple shapes, then progress mto 
advanced renderings and techniques. 

You'll Like It! 

Dabbler is the friendliest and easiest way to create original 
art on your computer. Whether you’re a beginner or an 
expert-new Dabbler will give you an artisuc advantage. 

ONLY Order Toll-Free Today! 

$99 800-297-COOL 

Also available at these fine retailers: 

CompUSA • Computer City 
Egghead Software • Micro Center 














HomePC in November), but you can 
get to the action fairly quickly if 
you follow the instructions of your 
commander, Vladimir Molotov. 



You’ll need a rest between rounds 
anyway (fighting aliens is hard 
work), so you’ll probably forgive 
the intrusion. 

$69.95 (Windows CD-ROM, 
Macintosh CD-ROM) from Cyber- 
Flix, (615) 546-1157. 


Can a fire sale spark a new Cold War? 


The 

Psychotron 
Merit Software 
(Mystery, 
movie) 


★ ★ 


You thought the Cold War was 
over, didn’t you? Not in the new 
interactive movie, The Psychotron. 
Here, not only are the Russians 
back, but they’re bringing Com¬ 
munism with them. 

It seems that during the height of 
the Cold War, the Russians created 
a Psychotronic Generator—a device 
that helps harness extra-sensory 
perception and control people’s 
behavior. With the “end” of hostili¬ 
ties, the Russians have sold the 
machine to the United States gov¬ 
ernment—with devastating results: 
The Psychotronic Generator has 
vanished, four people have died and 
it’s up to you to figure out 

★ what happened and why. 

OK, so the plot stretches 
credibility, but it’s more 
compelling than many of the stories 
in the fledgling interactive-movie 
genre. As is 
typical in these 
games, you’ll 
go to different 
sites to inter¬ 
view charac¬ 
ters, and you’ll 




get directions from your boss, 1 
C.I.A. Director Darin Rird. The 
program gives you real people to j 
interact with, and the actors do a i 
credible job. Though the Academy I 
won’t be handing out any Oscars j 
for this one, the game is at its best 
in these scenes, such as the one 
in which you join some new 
friends for a do-or-die game of 
Five-Card Stud. 

The disc, which runs under Win¬ 
dows, makes the most of its 60-plus j 
minutes of video. Images take up 
about a quarter of the screen, and 
you can view them in full-screen size 
if you wish (although it will cost you 
some sharpness). A separate version j 
that provides full-screen video with¬ 
out a loss of quality is also available 
for players who have a special 
MPEG (Motion Picture Experts j 
Group, a standard for full-screen, 
movie-quality video) add-on board 
such as Sigma 
Designs’ ReelMagic. 

The Psycho- 
tron’s major weak¬ 
ness is its short 
game time—a few 
hours, tops—and 
its complete lack of 
replay value. There 
is one solution to 
the mystery, and 
e found it, there’s noth- 
do. Seventy bucks is a 
lot of money to spend on one 
afternoon’s entertainment. 

$69.95 (Windows CD-ROM) 
from Merit Software, (800) 238- 
4277, (214) 385-2353. 


Consider a Heart bypass 


Years of 
Rock and 
Roll 


New Media 
(Music, 
documentary) 


Even if you love the music of sisters 
Ann and Nancy Wilson, a.k.a. the 
rock band Heart, you’ll probably 
want to skip Heart: 20 Years of 
Rock and Roll. It shows little cre¬ 
ativity and won’t add much to a 
fan’s knowledge 
of the band. ' 

The disc has 
plenty to look at 
and listen to—you’ll 
find video, lyrics an 
about two hours ( 
music. Unfortunately, 
as seems to be the 
trend in popular 
music CD-ROMs, 
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Every football fan’s dream - 
75 of the greatest plays in 
NFL history at your command! 

SUPER BOWL™ 



SWEEPSTAKES! 

You can win a 
trip for two to the 
Super Bowi'i 

See details below. 


r>|gg • V' j EXCITING FEATURES: 

" Jl * AI1 ,he 9 reats are here-from the legendary 
! ' ’•' jaxM era of the Packers and Giants through the 

* ‘ explosive ‘93—’94 season! 

Run with it! More action, interactivity, video, stars and rare footage than 
any title in history! 


Watch three different play angles! Plus player bios, commentary and 
even a 3-D animated coach’s chalkboard! 

Official NFL Licensed Product! 













the songs are served up in one- 
minute sound bites—just enough to 
give you a taste of more than 100 
Heart songs before they fade out. 

The second element of this disc is 
the sisters’ story. But for such seem¬ 
ingly hardened rockers, the Wilsons 
gush just a little too much. “We 
were given some kind of special gift 
when Nancy came [into] our fami¬ 
ly,” Ann recalls. Family and friends 
join in the love fest, too. “I think 
Heart has one of the greatest vocal¬ 
ists in the world in Ann Wilson,” 
coos songwriter Diane Warren. 

Heart: 20 Years of Rock and Roll 
is incredibly slow to respond to 
commands and has some flaws 
when it finally does. For example, a 
search for “Butterfly” came up 
empty, even though one of Heart’s 
albums is titled Dog & Butterfly. 
Worse, your PC needs to be able to 
run VGA video at 64,000 colors to 
fully enjoy the disc’s graphics. 

Take this advice to heart: Even if 
you worship this band, stick to the 
music CDs. 

$49.95 (DOS CD-ROM) from 
Compton’s New Media, (800) 862- 
2206, (619) 929-2500. 


They might be Giants (or Jets or Cowboys...) 


Ultimate 

Coaches 

Club 

Football 

MicroProse 

(Sports 

simulation) 


I’m no football fan, but my friends 
Sal and Gary are. Ultimate Coaches 
Club Football simultaneously wowed 
and terrified them. They were 
awestruck by its complex playing 
options—from selecting weather and 
turf to mixing and matching teams 
and playbooks. Yet they both admit¬ 
ted th a t it would take “a total football 
head” to truly enjoy this program. 

In MicroProse’s officially sanc¬ 
tioned National Football League 
game, you get to be the coach. You’ll 




use real playbooks, take charge of 
real players (or at least their names 
and playing characteristics) and 
even suit them up in their official 
team uniforms. 

It’s your job to draft the 
best players, trade off the dead 
weight, then plan your strategy 
by learning and adapting hun¬ 
dreds of plays. Once you’ve made 
all your choices, sit back and 
watch as your team crushes the 
competition or gets steamrolled. 
(And if you win, you don’t have to 
worr. about washing the 
Gatorade out of your hair when 
your players dump a bucket of the 
stuff on your head.) 

For the most realistic action, you 
can update all of the players’ 1994 
stats using a modem and a connec¬ 
tion to Prodigy (Jumpword: Fantasy 



★ ★ 


Football) or a bulletin-board service 
created by Fantasy Sports Prop¬ 
erties (800-872-0335). So while the 
game isn’t intended to be a fantasy- 
league program, it certainly makes 
it easier to set one up. But if you do, 
it helps to have a quarterback’s 
salary—Prodigy charges 
l/2 $99.95 for the service 

and the bulletin-board 
service costs $79.95, both for a sea¬ 
son’s worth of statistics. 

Although both Sal and Gary 
said they couldn’t imagine getting 
as deeply involved in playing the 
game as the program seems to 
require, they came up with some 
interesting alternative uses for it. 
The most intriguing of their ideas 
was to set up the software to simu¬ 
late a real Sunday or Monday 
night football game on the NFL’s 
schedule, run the program, watch 
the game and see how well the 
computer is able to predict what 
happens on the gridiron. 

$57.95 (DOS CD-ROM) from 
MicroProse, (800) 879-7529. (410) 
771-1151. 
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H01AI DO FUTURE EINSTEINS 
LEARN TO READ? 




It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to know 
that learning plus fun equals success. And 
Reading Blaster is the perfect formula. 
In our excit¬ 
ing new reading 
adventure game, kids join 
Blasternaut and friends on five 
action-packed, intergalactic “read¬ 
ing missions” they’ll want to play again and again. And each 
time they do, their comprehension of over 1,000 new words 


will become stronger and stronger. 
Featuring dazzling graphics, sound 
effects, and all the learning fun that 
made Math Blaster #1, Reading 
Blaster is a reading blast your future 
whiz kid will love! 

I NEW! Look for 


1 and Super NES* in • Davidson. 

f| stores this fall! Teaching Tools from Teachers 


From the 
Makers of 
the World’s 
Best-Selling 
Math Program! 


FOR A FREE DAVIDSON PREVIEW CD OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 

I800J 545-7677 ext. 640. Hurry! Supplies are limited. 

[In So. CA, call (310) 793-0600) 


Available at Babbage's, Best Buy, CompUSA, Egghead Software, Electronics Boutique, Elek-Tek, Fry’s Electronics, MicroCenter, Software Etc., and other fine retailers. Windows™ is a trademark of the Microsoft Corporation. 







He’s no 20th century fox 


Inherit the 
Earth 

New World 
Computing 
(Adventure) 


★ 1/2 


It’s not the meek, but the mammals 
who inherit the Earth in this game. 
Humans have long since become 
extinct; foxes, rats, boars and elk 
now rule the planet. 

Rif the fox stands accused of 
stealing the Orb of Storms, a device 
that predicts the weather and thus 
empowers the creature that possess¬ 
es it. He, Okk the boar and Eeah 
the elk have only a few days to find 
it, or Rif will be tossed in jail. 

Think of Inherit the Earth as a 
kinder, gentler adventure game (the 
manufacturer has labeled it “GA,” 
for General Audiences). There’s no 
violence or bad language and its 
tame themes make it as appropriate 
for kids as adults. 

But if you buy adventure games 
for the puzzles, you may be disap¬ 
pointed. There are more than a 
dozen destinations for you to 
explore, all set up as mazes. But you 
won’t find much to do in any one 
place, and no matter where you 
turn, there are more dead ends than 



exciting plot twists. The game’s 
graphics have surprisingly low reso¬ 
lution for a CD-ROM, too. 

If this is what Earth is going to 
be like in the oh-so-distant future, 
you might come away thinking that 
the animals are welcome to it. 

$59.95 (DOS, DOS CD-ROM) 
from New World Computing, (800) 
325-8898, (818) 889-6070. • 

Note: Before you buy any software, check your 
computer owner’s manual to determine operating 
system, microprocessor, memory and disk space. 
Then read the software box or consult a salesperson 
to be sure your computer and the program are com¬ 
patible. All prices are suggested or estimated retail. 


Family Health Book 



What can an ultrasound 
reveal about my baby? 


Health 

Questions. 

CD-ROM 

Answers. 


The Total Heart 




Presenting the Mayo Clinic Health Library - four 
CD-ROM titles packed with important information 
about your health. These highly interactive 
CD-ROMs feature exciting video, 3D animations, 
informative text and expert advice. Best of all, each 
title is extremely easy to use. So if you’ve got 
health questions, go to the one place with the 
CD-ROM answers - the Mayo Clinic Health Library. 
See your favorite software retailer 
or call (800) 432-1332, Dept. 155. 

V/ 


1V1 PUBLISHING 


Sports H ealt h & Fitness 



What's the best fitness 
program forme? 


© 1994, IVI Publishing, Inc. All i 
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Fisher'Price CDROM software 
makes your child ai\d your 
computer fast friends. 




Specially developed for FishenPrice by Davidson & Associates, the 
leading designer of children’s educational software, these interactive 





world of music, graphics, magic 
and adventure. At the very 


Fisher-Price Dream Doll House 


same time, making all the fun a memorable learning experience. 


All with just a click of the mouse. 


Available Winter 94195 far Windows™ CD-ROM ^ 



FishenPrice play-and-learn software. 
The only thing in the house more 
child-friendly is you. 


For a FREE Davidson Preview CD or for more information, 
call 800-545-7677 ext. 640. (In So. CA call 310-793-0600.) 
Hurry! Supplies are limited. 

Available Winter 94/95 at Babbage’s, Best Buy, CompUSA, Egghead Software, Electronics 
Boutique, Elek-Tek, Fry’s Electronics, Micro Center, Software Etc., and other fine retailers. 
Windows'" is a trademark of the Microsoft Corporation. © 1994 Fisher-Price, Inc. East 


Aurora, New York 14052. Also available in Canada. 


Teaching Tools From Teachers 















Five ways So 
multimedia kit 
your kids' 


Your kids will 
get scholarships. 

Multimedia kits from Creative 
Labs include all you need to 
turn a PC into an outrageous 
educational system—speakers, 
a CD-ROM, a Sound Blaster™ 
sound card, and lots of the 
hottest software. Your rug rats 
could become rocket scientists 
overnight. In Sound Blaster 
Digital Schoolhouse,™ you get 
the most popular educational 
software. Like Kid Works 2, 
Stradiwackius , and The Cruncher. 
Suddenly, math and reading are 
cooler than Beavis and Butthead. 


| You'll become 
■■ smarter and 
maybe get a 
better job. 

Getting a Sound Blaster upgrade 
kit for the kids means you learn 
along with them. Tackle Eagle Eye 
Mysteries or Wing Commander. 
Browse through the talking New 
Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia 
to sharpen your mind. When the 
boss overhears you drop a key 
fact— boom! —that corner office 


Use financial 
software to make 
shrewd investments. 

More than just fun and games, 
Sound Blaster Edutainment 
CD™ 16 kit includes smart 
software too. Like Quicken Deluxe, 
the financial software you use to 
manage spending and analyze 
holdings. With Creative VoiceAssist ™ 
and Creative Talking Scheduler ™ 
your computer will obey voice 
commands or remind you of 
chores. Like counting the money 
you’ve saved. 






Of course, all Sound Blaster multimedia kits provide 100% Sound Blaster compatibility, techni 










und Blaster 
5 help pay for 
education. 


n>x. 



I You stay home 
Tm more often, so 
you save money. 

When multimedia joins the family, 
nobody leaves the house. Hours 
are spent with SeaWolf, Links, 
and 3D Dinosaur Adventure. 
Instead of going to the movies, 
you’re making movies. Mom’s 
got the mike. Billy has the joy¬ 
stick. Dad’s playing Woolly Bully 
on the keyboard. You’re silly. 
You’re happy. You haven’t spent 
a dime in months. 


Invest all the money you saved in a T-bill. 

I With all Creative Labs upgrade kits, you get the best hardware and the coolest 
software for hundreds less than if purchased separately. Sound Blaster Digital 
Schoolhouse gives you the best educational titles. Sound Blaster Edutainment 
CD™ 16 includes educational software plus hot games like Rebel Assault-42 titles 
in all. Both come with stereo speakers, a double-speed CD-ROM drive, and 
the Sound Blaster 16-bit sound card. There’s even a Sound Blaster Edutainment 
EZ™ 16 available as a single-slot external drive solution. 



Sound Blaster 

Double-speed internal CD-RC 
Stereo speakers 

Includes these educational titles: 

Kid Works 2 
Spell It 3 
The Cruncher 
Stradiwackius 

Peter Pan: A Story Painting Adventure 

Eagle Eye Mysteries 

Gus Goes To CyberTown 

The New Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia 



SSN-21 SeaWolf 
Wing Commander 
Pagan: Ultima VIII 

The New Grolier Multimedia Encyclop* 

3D Dinosaur Adventure 

Aldus PhotoStyler SE 

Quicken Deluxe CD-ROM 

Creative VoiceAssist 

Plus 32 other software titles! 


and easy installation. So visit your nearest Creative Labs dealer. Or call 1-800-998-5227 Ext. 106. 


creative:' 







J 

projects 

holidays 

Dreaming of an old-fashioned holiday? You 
know, one that doesn’t revolve around shopping 


Jabs 


and artificial sentiments, but instead focuses on 



The home 
computer 
gives new 
life to 
your 
favorite 
holiday 
traditions. 



sharing special moments with the family. Sur¬ 
prising as it may seem, your home computer can 
help you put the tradition back into the holidays. 

Why trudge from store to store looking for the 
right greeting cards, decorations and gifts when 
the computer makes it such fun to create them 
yourself? It sure beats fighting traffic, harried 



With a little 
help from their 
computer and 
color printer, 
the Jabs family- 
decked the halls 
(and the living 
room and fire¬ 
place) with 
decorations. 


crowds and irritable sales clerks. And you’ll f 
have the opportunity to do something real¬ 
ly special for the people on your holi¬ 
day list. For example, instead of set- i 


Photogra 
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tling on impersonal store-bought cards, the 
computer lets you send a special message 
that emphasizes your bond with the recipi¬ 
ent—perhaps a graphic of a Christmas tree 
atop a car will make a splash with the neigh¬ 
bor in your car pool or a Hanukkah knock- 
knock joke will bring a smile to your 6-year- 
old nephew’s face. 

Best of all, the computer opens the door to 
special times with your kids. As my husband, 
our kids and I prepared for the holidays, my 
11-year-old son, Bert, often scornful of home¬ 
made gifts, actually suggested we make fami¬ 
ly calendars for his aunts and uncles. My 6- 
year-old daughter, Jessie, was delighted to 
discover she could make tree ornaments with 


our graphics software. Even my 2- 
year-old, Zachary, got into the act, 
helping his sister decorate print¬ 
outs with sequins and glitter. a 
Spending time together talk- 
ing, laughing and sharing 
ideas is more of a celebra- Jm 

tion than sitting and m>m 

watching old Christmas -***** 

specials on TV. 

Collaborating with 
your kids at the computer 
provides a bonus: Chil- 
dren accustomed to work- 
ing and playing on the PC 1 V||H 
may know as much, if not 





more, than you do about getting the project 
done. Working together offers your child the 
rare opportunity to be the “expert.” One 
day, when Bert and I began making a New 
Year’s banner, I wanted to change a red and 
green border to purple and blue. While I was 
slowly thumbing through the manual, Bert 
was two steps ahead of me, saying “Let’s try 
this, Mom.” As we sit side-by-side at the 
computer, we’re equals—both of us making 
suggestions and trying to figure out how to 
Software such execute them. 

as Card Shop “But I’m not very creative!” you protest. 

Plus (below) Neither am I. Luckily, the most popular 

creates graphics programs provide templates and de- 

personalized sign suggestions for everything from cus- 

greetings; tomized greeting cards to personalized place 

graphics mats. With only a little effort, they can be 

programs — modified to match your values, interests and 

and some old- favorite colors. 

fashioned Making holiday cards is one of the easiest 

crayons — projects at the computer. Two all-purpose 

handle the graphics programs, Print Artist and Print 

ornaments. Shop Deluxe, have greeting-card sections 



that include designs for Christmas and 
Hanukkah (other graphics programs may 
have similar sections). Software that focuses 
exclusively on greeting cards, such as Sta¬ 
tionery Store and Card Shop Plus, offer more 
variety as well as more sophisticated artwork. 
Although you can simply reproduce any of 
the cards in these programs, it’s more fun to 
modify them for your own design. For exam¬ 
ple, you can take a basic card featuring a big 
Christmas stocking and dress it up with 
graphics that are meaningful to the recipi¬ 
ent—a leaping fish for the family sportsman 
or assorted vegetables for the gardener. 

Personalizing your holiday cards 

Even if you decide to keep the graphics intact, 
you can still personalize the message. For ex¬ 
ample, one greeting says simply, “Wishing 
you a Merry Christmas.” We’re a family of 
two religious traditions, so we changed it to 
read, “Wishing you the joy of Christmas, the 
faith of Hanukkah and the peace that comes 
from appreciating them both.” 

The computer is also a big help 
for getting all those personal greet¬ 
ings in the mail. If you haven’t al¬ 
ready done so, now’s the time to 
type your mailing list in your word 
processing program and use its mail- 
merge function to address labels or 
envelopes. (For more on how to use 
mail merge, see “Address for Suc¬ 
cess” on page 192.) 

Your graphics program is also 
perfect for creating holiday party in¬ 
vitations. You won’t have to pay for 
special printing or spend time writ¬ 
ing information in store-bought invi¬ 
tations. In the greeting-cards section 
of Print Artist and Print Shop 
Deluxe, you’ll find ready-made invi¬ 
tations as well as templates you can 
modify to accommodate your own 
ideas. Once you have your basic de¬ 
sign, you can personalize an invite in 
minutes. If you’re having a potluck 
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Fasten Your Seatbelt! 

America Online’s New Software Makes 
The Information Superhighway 
A Whole New Ride. 




Enjoy the new scenery on America 
Online’s information superhighway. 
Colorful graphics, exciting new 
departments, a built-in graphics 
viewer, and more—make your online 
trip as visually stimulating as it is 
informative! 

▲ Our new main menu featuring 
14 departments so you find 
exactly what you’re looking 
for—quickly and easily. 

▲ Each department is indexed to 
make your trip faster and more 
efficient. 

▲ A built-in graphics viewer 
displays compelling images 
ana photos while you download. 

A Our exclusive Internet 

Connection is easy to navigate 
and there are no surcharges. 



fry It Free! 


Complete and mail the card below, or fax it to 1-800-827-4595. 


Featuring Home PC Online! 
Experience it for yourself. We’ll 
give you ten free nours so you can 
explore all the new services of 
America Online. 


Yes! I’d like to try America Online— FREE. 

Send me the free software and trial membership. I understand there’s no risk 
if I’m not completely satisfied, I may cancel without further obligation. 




To order your free trial by phone, rail 

1 - 800827 - 6364 , 

Preferred Customer #10127. 

If you’re a ament member of 
America Online, your free upgrade 
kit is already on its way! 


COMPANY/DEPT./APT. NO. 

ADDRESS 



STATE ZIP 



- 



SELECT DISK TYPE AND SIZE — 

Windows*: □ 3.5 

DOS: □ 3.5 □ 5.25 □ High Density □ Low Density 

Apple®: □ Macintosh® 

♦Tome America OnktuUor Windows,you must have a 386 PC or higher, 4MB of RAM, a VGA monitor (256 color support recommended), a I 

Use of America Online requires a major credit card or checking account. Until one free trial per household. America Online is a registered service 
America Online, Inc. Other names are service marks or trademarks of their respective owners. 


10127 


































G et ready for an enlightening journey 
on the information superhighway 
You’ll find areas of interest for 
cyberspacers, small business 
owners, parents, news junkies and 
sports nuts, shoppers, traders, 
travelers, hobbyists, 
students...everyone. Plus, enjoy 
Home PC Online with quick fixes 
for common computer problems 
from Dr. PC and over 1,000 software 
titles for children. 


E njoy unlimited e-mail, leading news 
publications, personal finance and 
travel-planning resources, and more 
than 100,000 software files you can 
download easily. Have fun, enjoy 
the ride... 

... and don’t forget to 
fasten your seatbelt! 


@occoMia 


fry America Orime For 
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NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 9096 VIENNA. VA 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

A & E RtljC A ® 

8619 Westwood Center Drive 
Vienna, VA 22182-9806 
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Send for your 
FREE TEN-HOUR 
trial today! 

Mail this card, or fax it to 
1-800-827-4595. 

To order by phone, call 

1 - 800 - 827 - 6364 , 

Preferred Customer #10127. 

































































































Y ou should 
see what’s 
cookin’ on 
Main Street. 

Because the friend¬ 
liest address in the 
world to shop for 
software now has a 
full plate of educational programs for kids. And 
you just won’t find a sweeter selection. 



r 

HMfewttNk 


These products 
were developed in 
conjunction with 
the award-win¬ 
ning Waterford 
Institute, a non¬ 
profit research 
center that’s 

been a leading name in mulitmedia educational 
software since 1976. 







The Recipe For Reading 
And Writing Gills For Fun. 

For starters, we suggest an interactive writing 
program called Write with MeT Filled with excit¬ 
ing graphics, Write with Me is a word processor 
specifically designed to introduce kids to the 
world of writing. 
Your kids will 
have hours of fun 
learning to write 
and draw on their 
own. They can 
even print out the 
books and cards 
they create. 

And through a 
talking text feature, 
Write with Me can 
read out loud anything your child writes! 

And check out these prereading programs on 
the Main Street menu: 

In Read with Me™ 1, animated characters speak, 
to help your kids learn their colors, shapes and 
ABC’s. Colorful graphics and exciting stories keep 
your kids actively involved every step of the way. 

Read with Me™2 uses captivating games to help 
kids recognize 
and form 
words. A 
special talking 
text feature 
even lets your 
child hear 
what any 
combination 
of letters 
sounds like. 

Both Write with Me and Read with Me are 
engaging multimedia programs 
that take full advantage of the 

latest Windows technology. 


Here Are Two Ways To Make Math 
Look Even More Delicious. 

Hungry for a math program that’ll entertain 
your kids? Dig into 
Memphis Math™ 

It’s an interac¬ 
tive CD-ROM 
game that takes 
your kids to Egypt 
on a search for the 
long-lost Equations 
of the Pyramids. 

Lush graphics and 
over 1,800 intrigu¬ 
ing math problems 
add up to a rich, multi-sensory game that kids 
can play many times over. 

Help yourself to Mental Math™ an award-win¬ 
ning interactive game that’ll make your kids want 
to practice math on their own time. 

Even the prices are easy to swallow at 
$49-59. Plus, every 
program is backed 
by WordPerfect® 

Corporation’s 
unbeatable 
90-day money- 
back guarantee. 

And right now, 
if you buy these 
or any Main Street 
product, you’ll get a 
FREE KODAK FunT 
while supplies last. 

So beat a path to 
software store today or call 
1-800-526-0490. And take a 
walk down Main Street, for 
the tastiest 
educational 
programs ever. 


Write with Me uses graphics, text, and 
sound to bring letters and words to life. 


In Read with Me, kids get prepared to 
read by matching words with objects. 


WordPerfect 


Main Street. 


Solve math problems in Memphis Math 
and you’ll get closer and closer to the 
hidden treasure! 


Quickly solve the equation and w 
prize for toppling them 

Mental Math. 

SMILE! 
Itt a free 


ime 35 camera, 


your favorite 


















holiday graphics 
on page 112). 

The signs sec-1 
tion in Print 
Artist and Print 
Shop Deluxe in¬ 
cludes a large li¬ 
brary of simple il¬ 
lustrations. Your 
children can make 
Christmas tree or¬ 
naments by se¬ 
lecting favorite 
pictures—candy 
canes and rein¬ 
deer were a big 
hit at our house— 
enlarging them so 
they’ll be three to 
four inches high 
when printed and 
coloring them in 
at the computer. 
Keep a selection 
of art supplies on hand so your kids can 
add three-dimensional effects to the print¬ 
outs by gluing on sequins, angel hair, cot¬ 
ton, glitter, small beads, pipe cleaners and 
bits of foil. You might even want to buy a 
small children’s tree and let them decorate 
it all by themselves with their PC-made cre¬ 
ations. Or hang your ornaments on the 
evergreen roping over the mantel and 
around the doorways. 

No matter how carefully you plan a pro¬ 
ject on the computer, it invariably takes more 
than one attempt to get it to print correctly. 
Instead of throwing away all those colorful 
“mistakes,” cut them into strips and make 
paper chains to drape on your tree, wrap 
around a banister or frame a doorway. 

Here are some other ways you can put 


Special stationery 

Both companies also sell stationery and en¬ 
velopes preprinted with holiday designs that 
you can use with either an ink jet or laser 
printer. Most feature Christmas themes, al¬ 
though Paper Direct has a few designs for 
Hanukkah. If you send out an annual letter 
updating faraway family members and 
friends about the year’s events, these papers 
allow you to dress up plain black-and-white 
text with a colorful design. The selections 
range from sentimental pictures of children in 
the snow to sophisticated holly-berry borders. 

Almost any decoration you would have 
made with construction paper and markers 
can now be made on your computer. This 
opens up lots of possibilities for people like 
me who were never very good at drawing or 
hand lettering. You can use children’s art 
programs, such as Kid Pix 2 and Crayola Art 
Studio, to create simple holiday decorations, 
especially if you use them with clip art from 
a holiday graphics package (see the guide to 


One of the 
holiday cards 
the family 
designed said, 
“Wishing you 
the joy 
of Christmas, 
the faith of 
Hanukkah and 
the peace that 
comes from 
appreciating 
them both. ” 


supper on New 
Year’s Day, for 
example, print on 
each invitation 
the dish you’d 
like your guest to 
bring—“We’ve 
all had a craving 
for your vege¬ 
table lasagna!” 

Of course, the 
snazziest-look- 
ing projects are 
printed in color— 
we used Hewlett- 
Packard’s Deskjet 
560 to print our 
creations. But if 
Santa hasn’t de¬ 
livered the color 
printer yet, you 
still have some 
appealing alter¬ 
natives. One is to 
buy colored paper at the office-supply store. 
A woodsy green will lend some holiday spirit 
to your Christmas cards; royal blue will 
make the invitations to your Hanukkah 
party look more festive. 

Another alternative if you have a laser print¬ 
er is to buy greeting cards that have a preprint¬ 
ed full-color design on front and a blank space 
inside for your personal message. Paper Direct 
(800-272-7377) and Paper Adventures (800- 
727-0041) sell holiday cards with matching en¬ 
velopes. Paper Direct also sells mini-cards with 
envelopes that can be used for gift enclosures, 
thank you’s, name tags or place cards. 











There’s no better place for kids to 
play than on WordPerfect® Main Street:' 

Because now Main Street has the 
hottest new kids’ adventures in town. 

Wallobee Jack,™ the popular rogue 
from Australia, is back with two all- 
new captivating adventures. In . 

“The Lost Lionardo,” your 
kids can solve puzzles 
to help Wallobee 
Jack find a price- j£r\ 
less work of 
art. And in 
“The Secret 
of the 
Sphinx,” 
they’ll have 
hours of fun 
matching 
wits with 
Cleocatra, 

Egypt’s most 
notorious 
feline 
criminal. 


Like everything on Main Street, 

Kap’n Karaoke and all the Wallobee 
Jack cartoon adventures are priced in a 
very affordable neighborhood $29-49. 
And they’re backed by WordPerfect 
Corporation’s unbeatable 90-day 
money-back guarantee. 

Plus, when you buy these, jam**. 

or any other Main Street SMILE! 

product, you’ll get a FREE |f% a free 
KODAK FunTime 35 camera, <amera. 

M[^|^I H | I 


want to play He[p Wa u obee Jack out . 
them over smart dangerous criminals 
k and over. m “The Lost Lionardo.” 

P But the 

joys of Main Street don’t end there. 

Kap’n Karaoke™ is on every kid’s hit 
a) parade, because it turns anyone into a 
singing star. And as a special treat, it 
includes your favorite holiday tunes, 
in addition to 15 children’s classics. 


WordPerfect 


Join Wallobee Jack on a 
lively adventure through 
Egypt, in “The Secret of 
the Sphinx". 


Bringing the best home. 


»of Novell, Inc. Wallobee Jade, The Secret of the Sphir 
act names are trademarks or registered trademarks of 


. © Novell, 


Main Street.' 


















your graphics program to good effect: 

• Banners. Go to the banners section and 
create a “Welcome Santa” sign to put over 
the fireplace. Make a greeting to hang over 
the front door. Create a decorative runner for 
the holiday table. 

• Menu cards. Add a festive touch to a 
holiday buffet or banquet by printing the 
menu in an elegant typeface. You can do this 
easily in the signs section. For a buffet table, 
mount the menu on a piece of poster board in 
forest green or burgundy, then stand it on a 
small easel, which you can buy in a stationery 
store. For a sit-down dinner, put a smaller 
version of the menu at each place setting. 

• Place mats. Choose a holiday back¬ 
ground in the signs section and enlarge or re¬ 
peat the pattern for your place mats. Even a 
simple geometric pattern looks Christmasy if 
it’s colored in red and green. Or choose a bor¬ 
der and print each person’s name inside in 
large letters. Since 8Y> x 11 inches, the size of 
a standard sheet of paper, is a little small for 
a place mat, consider mounting each on a 
larger place mat. You can pick up inexpensive 
solid-colored place mats in a party-goods 


store. Then protect the entire mat with a layer 
of clear adhesive paper, such as Con-Tact. 

Start the countdown 

As the holidays draw near, you may want to 
make a countdown calendar for the kids. The 
concept is based on an Advent Calendar, 
which traditionally is designed for counting 
the days from the beginning of December 
until Christmas. Whichever holiday you cele¬ 
brate this season, a countdown calendar will 
help a child contain his or her excitement 
while waiting for the appointed day to arrive. 
The idea is simple: The calendar has little 
numbered doors and a different one is 
opened each day to reveal a surprise. Com¬ 
mercially available Advent Calendars often 
contain pictures, candy or even a small orna¬ 
ment to be used on a miniature tree. 

Creating a countdown calendar on the PC 
has several advantages. You can design a cal¬ 
endar that counts down any number of days 
to anything—Flanukkah, the African-Ameri¬ 
can holiday Kwanza, even a child’s birthday 
that falls the day after Christmas. It’s a snap 
to make a special calendar for each child in 


Where to find special holiday graphics for your projects 



The quickest and easiest 
way to spruce up your hol¬ 
iday projects is with pro¬ 
fessional-looking graph¬ 
ics. Here’s where you can 
find them. 

• Holiday Fonts contains 
35 black-and-white type¬ 
faces, including some de¬ 
signed specifically for 
Christmas, Hanukkah and 
New Year’s. The package 
also includes black-and- 
white borders that fit the 
holiday theme. $14.95 (Win¬ 
dows) from Expert, (800) 
759-2562, (305) 567-9990. 

• You can add on to 
your Print Artist pro¬ 
gram with the Graph¬ 
ics Pack 1, which has 
300 full-color images, 
100 of them appropriate 
for Christmas, Ha¬ 
nukkah and the 


winter season. $19.95 
(DOS, Windows) from 
Maxis, (800) 336-2947, 
(510) 254-9700. 

• You can enhance your 
Print Shop Deluxe program 
with the Print Shop Deluxe 
Graphics Folios. Each 
diskette in the series 
includes more than 
100 images: Celebra¬ 
tions has holiday im¬ 
ages, as well as 
images for birth¬ 
days, weddings 
and graduations; 
Christian Graphics Folio 
has holiday, religious and 
Bible images; the Deluxe 
Holiday Graphics Folio has 
seasonal and holiday im¬ 
ages; and Jewish Graphics 
Folio has holiday, religious 
and Bible images. $19.95 
each (DOS, Windows, Mac¬ 



intosh) from Broderbund 
Software, (800) 521-6263, 
(415) 382-4600. 

• ProArt diskettes are 
an excellent choice if 
you’re working in black 
and white; the images— 
more than 70 per disk¬ 
ette—resemble the art in 
newspaper ads. Disk 
No. 8-Religious has 
Jewish and Christ¬ 
ian holiday im¬ 
ages; Disk No. 
10-Holidays has 
images for Christ- 
New Year’s and other 
holidays throughout the 
year; and Disks No. 11- and 
No. 13-Christmas feature 
non-religious holiday im¬ 
ages. $12.95 each (DOS, 
Windows) from Print Artist 
Users Club, (800) 743-1792, 
(310) 287-2001. —C.J. 
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BLASTER’ 


How to make sure 
your multimedia 
software talks to 
your hardware. 

Read the fine print on today’s game boxes and 
you’ll see the cautionary words with compatible 
sound card. That’s because today’s hottest games 
demand the PC sound standard—Sound Blasted" 
Without it, you might get zip. No fantastic effects, 
no dramatic music, no true-to-life voices. Nothing. 

So we’ve teamed up with the best game design¬ 
ers to ensure 100% Sound Blaster compatibility. 
Just flip ahead to the following pages. You’ll get a 
good look at some of the richest, liveliest, most- 
realistic games. And when you see the Sound 
Blaster logo, you’ll know you aren’t missing a thing. 



© 1994 Creative Technology Ltd. The Creative Logo and Sound Blaster Logo are registered trademarks ai 
Compatibility Logo are trademarks of Creative Technology Ltd. U.S. inquiries: 1-800-998-5227. Intel 


id Blaster Edutainment CD, Multimedia is Creative, and the Sound Blaster 
:ative Technology Ltd., Singapore, TEL 65-773-0233 FAX 65-773-0353. 














your family. And you can use the surprises to 
reinforce your own holiday tradition. When 
children open the doors, they can find pic¬ 
tures that symbolize the ideas behind the cel¬ 
ebration, bible passages or inspirational quo¬ 
tations, clues about where to find a small 
treat or anything else you can think of. For 
step-by-step directions on how to make a 
countdown calendar, see the box below. 

Many families have tried to escape the 
commercialization of the holidays by giving 
only homemade presents. Even if you haven’t 
gone that far, your computer can be the 


source of customized gifts you’ll be proud to 
give and loved ones will be glad to receive. 
Children, in particular, enjoy creating gifts 
on the computer because the results look so 
“professional.” Once you start thinking about 
computer-generated gifts, you’re sure to 
come up with ideas of your own, but here are 
a few to get you started. 

• Coupons. One of the best gifts Bert ever 
gave me was a certificate for “a perfect 12 
hours.” With Print Artist’s Certificate section, 
all you have to do is dream up the promise— 
breakfast in bed, five nights of baby-sitting, a 


How to make a countdown calendar in eight easy steps 


Here’s how to make a 
countdown calendar. I 
used Print Artist to create 
the one below; you can do 
the same with almost any 
graphics program. 

1) In Print Artist, go to 
the signs section, create a 
document and pick a sim¬ 
ple graphic. I decided to 
use a wreath; a wrapped 


then click on Grid. You’ll 
see what looks like graph 
paper on screen. Enlarge 
or reduce the pictures so 
they fill the page in a 
pleasing design. 

3) Put a number on 
each picture. 

4) Remove the grid and 
print the page on the heav¬ 


door. Fold the flaps back. 

6) Create a new docu¬ 
ment. Using the same 
grid, arrange pictures or 
messages so they’re posi¬ 
tioned in the same places 
as the set of wreaths. 

7) Remove the grid and 
print the page. 

8) Spread a thin line of 
glue around the edge of 



• . .«p 

* *\ & % 


package is 
nice, too. 

2) Make as 
many copies 
of the picture 
as the num¬ 
ber of days you want to 
count down, and arrange 
them on the page. To 
make it easier to space 
the pictures, choose In¬ 
sert, click on Background, 






iest paper your printer will 
accept. 

5) Use an Exacto knife 
to cut around the sides 
and bottom of each picture 
to make a small flap, or 


the paper with 
the pictures. Put 
the page with the 
flaps on top and 
press gently to 
seal the two pages. Close 
all the doors and then put 
a heavy book on top and 
let it sit until they flatten 
out, either a few hours or 
perhaps overnight. — C.J. 
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Kids can spot a phony voice a mile away. And you 
can test this fact with Sesame Street :®Numbers. 
Children learn pre-math skills with the real voices of 
Big Bird, Elmo, and Bert & Ernie. And with a 
Sound Blaster, they all sound just like they do on TV. 

He acted with Hepburn. 
Sang with Sinatra. 
And now, he wants 
to work with you. 

There are songs and videos from the Sesame Street 
show, created by Children’s Television Workshop. Or 
talk to the big guy himself through the on-screen 
telephone. And with Sound Blaster, there’s no 
mistaking that legendary voice. 
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With a color 
ink jet printer, 
good things 
wrap around 
small packages. 



day of guilt-free golf or whatever. You can 
also make certificates in the signs section of 
other graphics programs. 

• Family calendar. A calendar featuring 
dates that are important to the person you’re 
giving it to makes a great gift. For example, 
let’s say you want to make a personalized cal¬ 


gether you want to organize for next summer 
or the anniversary of the day that your nephew 
rode the roller-coaster 27 times. Finally, go to 


endar for your brother and his family. Start 
with the Calendar section in Print Shop 
Deluxe. Collect the dates of family events—first 
the obvious ones like birthdays and anniver¬ 
saries, then unusual ones like the family get-to¬ 


the library and look at 
Chase's Annual Events, a day- 
by-day directory to all sorts of 
events from celebrity birth¬ 
days to unusual commemora¬ 
tions such as Clean Off Your 
Desk Day (Jan. 11) and Vege¬ 
tarian Awareness Month (Oc¬ 
tober). Choose the events that 
will have special meaning to 
the family members and put 
all the dates on the calendar 
along with family jokes, 
funny stories and inspira¬ 
tional quotations. 

• Letterhead or note cards. Design sta¬ 
tionery in the Letterhead section of Print 
Artist or Print Shop Deluxe that reflects the 
recipient’s personality, perhaps by using a 
border in the colors of the person’s “aura” or 


shopper’s guide 

Here’s how to get more information on the 

Card Shop Plus 

The Software Toolworks, (800) 234-3088, 
(415) 883-3000 
$39.95 (Windows) 

Crayola Art Studio 

Micrografx, (800) 676-3110, 

(214) 234-1769 

$60 (Windows, Windows CD-ROM) 
Creative Writer 

Microsoft, (800) 426-9400, 

(206) 882-8080 

$49.95 (Windows, Macintosh) 

Kid Pix 2 

Broderbund Software, (800) 521-6263, 
(415) 382-4600 

$39.95 (DOS, Windows, Macintosh) 


art and graphics programs mentioned in this article. 

Print Artist 

Maxis, (800) 336-2947, (510) 254-9700 
$49.95 (Windows, Macintosh) 

Print Shop Deluxe 

Broderbund Software, (800) 521-6263, 

(415) 382-4600 

$49.95 (DOS, Windows, Macintosh) 

Stationery Store 

Davidson & Associates, (800) 545-7677, 

(310) 793-0600 
$49.95 (Windows) 

$69.95 (DOS CD-ROM) 

Note: Before you buy any software, check your computer 
owner's manual to determine operating system, microprocessor, 
memory and disk space. Then read the software box or consult a 
salesperson to be sure your computer and the program are com¬ 
patible. All prices are suggested or estimated retail. 
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Go Fish. Checkers. Backgammon. Dominoes. You 
can’t lose when Mario is your teacher. He steers 
you in the right direction with a friendly 
“Thatsa so nice.” In Mario’s Game Gallery, 

Who better to teach 
your kids about 
games than a 
streetwise plumber 
from Brooklyn? 

digitized speech and phonetic mouth movements 
make Mario come alive. And Sound Blaster makes 
him sound that way. Together, they’re a pair of 
aces. Mario provides the strategic tips. Sound 
Blaster delivers the Brooklyn accent. 


Sound 
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Even if a child 
is a little too 
young to join 
in all the fun, 
there’s some¬ 
thing in the 
computer’s 
bag of tricks 
for the whole 
family to enjoy. 


by creating a one-of-a-kind graphic to reflect 
a friend’s passion for collecting paperweights. 
Print Artist has a separate Envelope section 
to match the predesigned letterheads. 

• Personalized books. Books by budding 
authors make great gifts for aunts, uncles, 
grandparents and even teachers. With a story¬ 
book program such as Creative Writer, kids 
can compose and illustrate original stories. 
Help your child attach a cover for his or her 
book to poster board. Punch holes in the cover 
and pages, and then lace the book together. 
Young children will love receiving a story in 
which they star, so when your kids go to sleep, 
borrow their program and write Bobby’s (or 
Sarah’s ox Jonathan’s) Great Adventure. 

Your computer can even help you add a 
finishing touch to handmade gifts you didn’t 
create on the computer. Design a special 
“Homemade with love by...” label for jars of 
your very own jam or salsa. (There are tem¬ 
plates to make labels in the Business Card 
section of Print Artist or you can make la¬ 


bels in the signs section of Print Shop 
Deluxe.) Tuck a printed recipe under the 
bow on holiday baked goods. Attach a card 
with care instructions to a handknit sweater. 

Whether your gifts are homemade or store- 
bought, think about the computer when it’s 
time to wrap and tag your presents. In the 
signs section of Print Artist and Print Shop 
Deluxe, you’ll find backgrounds that can be 































Your clues are hidden in the whispers of floating 
apparitions. Eerie piano music could be a sign of 
danger. Warnings come to you through strange 
murmurs. So, if you want to unravel Old Man 
Stauf’s bizarre secrets, keep your eyes peeled, your 

One by one the guests 
arrive. Then the party 
really starts howling. 


nerves steady, and your ears open. And take this 
hint—make sure you have a Sound Blaster sound 
card. Every bone-chilling shriek, hair-raising 
scream, and breathless gasp in The 7th Guest™ 
seems terrifyingly real when played on a Sound 
Blaster. Forget about getting out alive without one. 


Sound 
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used to make marvelous gift wrap. While 
printing wrapping paper on the computer 
isn’t cost effective for big presents, there may 
be tunes when small packages cry out for spe¬ 
cial wrappings. For instance, if you’re giving 
someone a tiny silver dreidel for Hanukkah, 
you could put it in a small box and wrap it in 
white paper that says, in silver and blue let¬ 
ters, “Good things come in small packages.” 
Or, if you celebrate Kwanza and have a hard 
time finding appropriate gift wrap, you could 
create your own special wrappings for small 
packages by using geometric patterns colored 
in the traditional red, green and black. 


A gift in a 
decorative box 
can raise a 
smile even 
before it’s 
opened. 




In the signs section of Print Artist, click on 
Cut and Fold and you’ll find templates for 
small boxes. Each panel of the box can be 
decorated with holiday pictures, special mes¬ 
sages or even hints about what’s inside, such 
as “Think Snow!” for the lift ticket your fa¬ 
vorite skier craves. After decorating the box, 
print it out—preferably on card stock—fold 
along the lines and tape as necessary. 

There are several good reasons to make 
your own gift tags on the computer. First, 
they’re less expensive than anything you’d 
buy. Second, you can create tags that express 
your point of view about the holidays, 
whether that’s an overworked reindeer or a 
serene angel. Third, you can avoid writer’s 
cramp by “signing” an entire batch of tags at 
once. A great place to design gift tags is in 
the Business Card section of Print Artist. You 
can choose a blank business card and design 
your own gift tag, or click on Personal and 
you’ll find a tag that’s already been designed. 

If you plan ahead, your computer can help 
you save time and money, two resources that 
are always in short supply during the holi¬ 
days. Even more important, it can help you 
and your family recapture the sense of to¬ 
getherness and shared creativity that make 
the holidays so special. • 



ONE WRONG 
TURN AND 
YOU COULD 
BE LUNCH. 


Introducing AnnaTommy - an incredible CD-ROM learning adventure that teaches your kids 
all about the human body as they navigate through it. Part of the Mayo Clinic Learning Series. 
See your favorite software retailer or call (800) 432-1332, Dept. 169. 





























Armored warriors ride the wings of flying dragons. 
Trolls devise a surprise attack. To survive, you’ll 
need to stay alert. And have a Sound Blaster sound 
card. In Dragon Lore, every nuance of battle comes 

Between the 
roaring dragon and 
the screeching trolls, 
you can hardly hear 
yourself think. 

to life with synchronized speech and sound effects. 
Bones crumble beneath your broadsword. A 
flailing mace rips through chainmail. And you 
hear it all with Sound Blaster. Just think of it as 
your most important weapon. 
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Judging from the (unedited) postings to 


The Club, a bulletin board on Prodigy for 


preteens, demand for Pentiums, CD-ROMs 


c’s, cd’s...) 


and modems may be outracing requests for 
21-speed bikes. We hope Santa can deliv¬ 
er...do reindeer fly through cyberspace? 
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BUNDLE OF JOY 


A^eet the newest addition to Micron's 
award-winning line of PC's. The Home MPC. 
a powerful multimedia system bundled with 
great software for today's home enjoyment. 


parents. Learning is more fun than ever with 
Encart(f94', Microsoft's interactive multimedia 
encyclopedia. Even adults get their homework 
done easier with Microsoft Works and Quickerf 
Deluxe Edition on CD, a built-in fax modem and 
trial subscriptions to CompuServe, Prodigy and 
America Online. 

Children and adults of all ages will thrill to the 
latest CD games from LucasArts, including Rebel 
Assault, Day of the Tentacle, and Indiana Jones 
and the Fate of Atlantis. 



MICRON'S AWARD-WINNING FAMILY 


433 HOME MPC 


466 HOME MPC 


P90 HOME MPC 


■ Intel" 486SX 33MHz processor 

■ Pentium” technology ready (ZIP) 

■ 4MB RAM (expandable to 48MB) 

■ 210MB 14ms IDE hard drive 

■ 2X CD-ROM drive, 3.5” floppy drive 

■ 16-bit stereo sound card, joystick & speakers 

■ 9600/2400 Fax/ Modem & WinFax Lite 
j ■ Local bus graphics (1 MB) 

[ ■ 14” Micron 14FG, 1024NI, ,28mm 

■ Low profile desktop case 

■ Microsoft® Mouse, 101-key keyboard 

■ MS-DOS* & Windows® for Workgroups 

■ MS Works® Multimedia CD* 

■ Microsoft Encarta® 94’ CD 

■ Quicken® CD Deluxe Edition 

\ ■ On-line trial services: CompuServe, Prodigy 

and America On-Line 

■ 3 LucasArts CD games: Rebel Assault 
Indiana Jones & Day of the Tentacle 


■ Intel 486DX2 66MHz processor 

■ Pentium technology ready (ZIF) 

■ 8MB RAM, 128K cache 

1420MB 14ms IDE hard drive 

■ 2X CD-ROM drive, 3.5” floppy drive 

■ 16-bit stereo sound card, joystick & speakers 

■ 9600/2400 Fax/ Modem & WinFax Ute 

■ Local bus graphics (1MB) 

■ 14” Micron 14FG, 1024NI, .28mm 

■ Low profile desktop case 

■ Microsoft Mouse, 101-key keyboard 

■ MS-DOS & Windows for Workgroups 

■ MS Works® Multimedia CD* 

■ Microsoft Encarta® 94' CD 

■ Quicken® CD Deluxe Edition 

■ On-line trial services: CompuServe, Prodigy 
and America On-Line 

■ 3 LucasArts CD games: Rebel Assault 
Indiana Jones & Day of the Tentacle 


13 Intel Pentium 90MHz processor 

■ 8MB RAM, 256K write-back cache 
ffi 527MB 12ms IDE hard drive (PCI) 

■ 2X CD-ROM drive, 3.5” floppy drive 

■ 16-bit stereo sound card, joystick & speakers 

■ 14.4 Fax/ Modem & WinFax Lite 

■ PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (2MB) 

■ 14” Micron 14FG, 1024NI, ,28mm 

■ “Tool-free” desktop or mini-tower 

■ Microsoft Mouse, 101-key keyboard 

■ MS-DOS & Windows for Workgroups 

■ Microsoft Works Multimedia CD* 

■ Microsoft Encarta® CD 

■ Quicken® CD Deluxe Edition 

■ On-line trial services: CompuServe, 

Prodigy and America On-Line 

■ 3 LucasArts CD games: Rebel Assault 
Indiana Jones & Day of the Tentacle 


*1,J99 


*1,799 *2,499 





BYTE 


BYTE 



Pentium 


i and Office documentation 
itional charge. 


■ NEXT DAY SHIPPING ON SELECTED SYSTEMS 

■ 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

■ ONE YEAR EXPRESS PARTS REPLACEMENT 

■ LIFETIME TOLL-FREE TECHNICAL SUPPORT 




800 - 400-6576 


MON-FRI7AM - 8PM, SAT 8AM - 5PM(MT) • 900 E. Karcher Road • Nampa, Idaho 83687 • (208) 463-3434 • FAX (208) 463-3424 • Purchase Order FAX (208) 465-8992 
































They say you create 

Now let Aldus Designei 


Aldus: 

me Designer" 

• Aldus Interior Designer" 

• Aldus Landscape Designer" 

Introducing three 
smart new/ softw/are 
tools created to 
help,you build your 
little slice of 
paradise. Or remodel 
tf>e kitchen. add a 
your home 
or landscape 
the back yard. 


Ridiculously easy to use 

Aldus Nome Designer. 
Aldus Interior Designer and 
Aldus Landscape Designer 
make it ridiculously easy for 
you to visualize the perfect 
design for all of your home- 
improvement projects. 

You’ll find a bookshelf full of 
image catalogs you can 
brow/se through for ideas 
for walls, windows, doors, 
furniture, appliances, floor 
coverings, shrubs, trees, 
bedding plants and more - 
the list goes on and on. 
When you find an image 
you like, simply drag it from 
the catalog and drop it 
into your plan. Bingo! 

iOk 


INTERIOR DESHJF 




































Turn your yard 
into an oasis 
with trees, 
shrubs and 
groundcover, 
play equipment, 
patio furniture, 
and lots more. 
View landscapes 
by different 

growth stages. 


your own reality 

help you plan it! 


Available on Windows and Macintosh just $49. 
Get all three programs on CD-ROM for just $79. 


Realistic images for 
realistic plans 

These are realistic plans 
you can work from. The 
images have been 
reviewed by a licensed 
architect, landscape 
architect or interior 
designer to make sure 
they conform to 
industry-standard 
requirements. The scale is 
consistent - 1/4 inch per 
foot - and Aldus Designer 
gives you the option of 
automatically attaching 
accurate dimension lines. 


Each program also j 
provides several sample 
plans you can use 
templates. There's no 
faster, easier way to do- 
it-yourself for every 
home-improvement 
project, no matter how 
big or small! 


See your favorite Aldus 
dealer, or call: 
1-800-888-6293 
today to order. 


Hurry to get 3 programs for the price of 2! 

Special, limited-time offer: Buy two Aldus Designer 
packages today. and get the third one absolutely FREE! 




is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, 


0128 

















fioiukuf ikopbutg 
imaib eaicf! 
Simply Call 
1-800-946-4277 

(WIN4APS) . 

. .andgoa'w don&! 


Guarantee The fully integrated software that's 

Easy, Fast & Powerful! 

APS (America) Ltd. *6816 Morrison Rlvd., Suite 200 • Charlotte, NC 28211 

System Requirements: DOS 3.1 or higher: 640Kb/2Mbfree HD space 


using Ability 


Open Word Processing 
and create a document. 


Click! 

Put in a spreadsheet. 


Click! 

Add a graph... 


.and you're done! It's easier than 1,2,3! 



































Trying to find a present for the 
kids that’s both fun and education¬ 
al? Tired of buying ties for Gramps 
every year? Stumped about what 
to give your best friend? Don’t 
wrack your brain 


puter-related gifts guaranteed to 
excite and delight someone on 
your holiday list. Better yet, you 
should be able to find each of the 

by jerry laz 
items highlighted here on sale for 
less than $100. And if you see a 
gift or two you want to receive? 
It’s never too late to drop a hint... 
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gifts under $100 


4 Paws of Crab 

Gastronomic adventurers who like to Thai 
one on will crave this multimedia cookbook. 
The CD-ROM includes 45 recipes from 
Thailand, complete with videos showing you 
how to prepare the zesty dishes. As you 
explore the Thai cuisine, you’ll also gain 
insight into the country’s history and culture. 
$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) 
from Live Oak Multimedia, (510) 654-7480. 




The Face of Life 

This collection compiles all 1,800 
covers of Life magazine from 1936 to 
1972 on one CD-ROM, as well as more 
than 2,000 photos, authentic news¬ 
reel footage and some of the greatest 
music from each era. It’s a perfect 
present for nostalgia buffs. 
$29.95 (Windows CD-ROM) 
from Creative Multimedia, 
(800) 262-7668, (503) 241-4351. 


A mix of mouse pads 

Kids and adults alike will enjoy letting their 
_ mice frolic with one of the 10 washable 

pads in the Animal Pads menagerie (left). 

P ($10 from ComputerFun, 800-521-8484, 619- 
271-9090.) Slip a favorite photo or two under the 
clear plastic surface of the Picture Pad (right) 
before gift-wrapping it. ($8 from Silicon Sports, 
800-243-2972, 415-327-7900.) The colorful Puzzle 
Mouse Pad and Puzzle Wrist Pad (below left) hook 
together like a jigsaw. ($12.50 
each from Silicon Sports, 800- 
243-2972, 415-327-7900.) 














KidBoard 

Spread holiday cheer all year ’round by giv¬ 
ing a youngster just learning to use a 
PC this smiling keyboard. The keys 
have icons as well as letters, and 
the keyboard comes with three 
simple but enjoyable games 
designed to teach kids let- V 

ters and typing. $99 from \ ^ 

KidBoard , (S00) 343-9066 , 

(612) 926-7995. 


Star Trek: The Next Generation 
Interactive Technical Manual 

Any Trekker will want to beam this CD-ROM on board. 
The voice of the Enterprise’s computer, Majel Barrett, 
presents the blueprints and history of the USS 
Enterprise, and Commander Riker conducts a guided 
tour of the starship. $59 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 
■■■■h CD-ROM) from Simon & Schuster Interactive, 


DOOM II: Hell on Earth 

There are guilty pleasures aplenty in the 
sequel to Doom, the wildly successful 
arcade-style PC game. This shoot-’em-up 
to end all shoot-’em-ups has players 
wandering around a demolished city, 
blowing up zombies and other suitably 
ugly things. Parental guidance suggest- I 
ed. $45 (DOS) from 

434-2637, (214) 613-3589. 


tware. 
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Food & Wine’s Wine Tasting 

Invited to dinner? Instead of bringing 
a bottle of wine, surprise your 
host with this CD-ROM. It includes 
video clips featuring a noted wine 
expert, tips on how to judge a wine 
and recommendations based 
on your taste in food. 
$45 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM) from Times Mirror 
Multimedia, (800) 747-1787, 
(201) 307-8866. 


t gifts under $100 
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Virtual Guitar 

Why play air guitar when you 
can play a virtual guitar? Using a 
toy guitar hooked up to the PC, teens 
strum along to one of a half-dozen rock clas¬ 
sics. If they hit the right notes, they can 
advance from garage band to seedy 
nightclub to a wild concert at the stadi¬ 
um. Parents may get caught strumming 
along, too. $89 for guitar and game (Windows 
CD-ROM) from Ahead, (800) URA-STAR. 


Back-Up 

OK, it looks silly, but anyone who suffers from 
back pain may never take it off. This nylon gizmo 
with a hard square patch in the back wraps 
around the waist and hooks together right below 
the knees. It painlessly forces you to sit up 
straight at the computer, relieving pressure on 
the lower back. And the snickers? You’ll have the 
last laugh when you’re pain-free. $49.95from 
Nada-Chair, (800) 7-BACKUP, (612) 623-4436. 












' 




MicroSqueez 

What’s smaller than a tennis ball, has the consis¬ 
tency of a beanbag and packs a lot of power? It’s 
MicroSqueez, and it’s great for relieving tension 
or for fiddling with when you’re on the 
phone. Squeezing it can also ease tired 
muscles in your fingers and wrists. The 
balls, which come in a variety of colors, 
are often spotted in the hands of the 
HomePC staff, especially when dead¬ 
lines roll around. $6 from Great Bear 
Technology, (800) 795-4325, (510) 631- 
1600. 


Second Nature Software 

This is a gift that gives twice. Pick 
from one of more than 40 different col¬ 
lections, and turn your PC into a 
gallery of impressionist art, wildlife 
photos or views of outer space. And all 
after-tax profits go to nonprofit organi¬ 
zations. $11 for 22 image collections, $20 
for 40 image collections (Windows) from 
Second Nature Software, (800) 782-7000, 
(503) 221-1460. 


Everything You Want to 
Know About Sports 
Encyclopedia 

The title of this CD-ROM from Sports 
Illustrated for Kids just about tells it 
all. The multimedia package fea¬ 
tures the big four—baseball, basket¬ 
ball, football and hockey—as well 
as information on everything from 
archery to windsurfing, /lo-es 8 to 
14. $29.95 (Windows CD-ROM) from 
Creative Multimedia, (800) 262- 
7668, (503) 241-4351. 














Seinfeld Screen Saver 
and Planner 


Did you ever notice now peo¬ 
ple like screen savers and 
calendars based on their 
favorite TV shows? The come¬ 
dy and madness of Seinfeld 
comes to your PC with more 
than 100 screen-saver photos 
and over an hour of video 
clips from the show—a differ¬ 
ent clip for every day of the 
year. $39.95 (Windows CD- 
ROM) from Time Warner Interactive, 
(800) 482-3766, (818) 955-9999. 


The Playboy Interviews: 
Three Decades 

Playboy has always been more than just 
a girlie magazine. Collected here are 
352 of its renowned interviews with 
some of the giants in entertainment and 
government, plus more than 1,000 pho¬ 
tos. John Lennon talks about parent¬ 
hood in one of 25 audio excerpts 
from the interviews. 

$40 (Windows CD-ROM) from IBM 
Multimedia Publishing Studio, (800) 898- 
8842, (615) 793-5090. 

O 

O The Random House 

Kid’s Encyclopedia 

Live-action video guides, movie and 
animation clips, and sound and music 
help teach early learners about aard- 
varks, zoos and everything in between. 

Games and puzzles keep kids interest¬ 
ed but, more important, the 
CD-ROM instills research techniques 
that will prove invaluable. 

Ages 7 to 12. $47.50 (Windows CD- 
ROM) from Knowledge Adventure, (800) 

542-4240, (818) 542-4200. 
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Astonishing performance. 
Anywhere in the universe. 


Want to examine the rings of Saturn at 
f ♦ J«i c l° se range? Or defend the Earth from 

Vjtfiy its galactic rivals? With a PC based on 
nont i m - t * ie P ent ium™ processor, you can. The 
processor f act j Si a u pc software runs better on 
a Pentium processor-based PC. But the more incredible 
the software, the more it demands Pentium processor 
performance. A PC based on the Pentium processor is 
also a good investment, since it will still have plenty of 

©1994 Intel Corporation. All brand and product names are trademarks 


horsepower to mn tomorrow’s 
applications. That, plus the 
fact that these PCs are now so 
affordable, makes today the 
right time to buy a Pentium processor-based PC. For 
more information, call 1-800-333-4161, Ext. 215. 


RedShiftfrom Maris lets 
you explore the universe in 
3-D, right from your PC. 









Complete NBA Basketball 

Score points when you give this CD-ROM to the 
basketball fan on your holiday list. It’s hoops 
galore, from player profiles, stats and pho¬ 
tographs to team records, seasonal standings 
and trivia questions. The video clips—espe¬ 
cially those dunk shots—are captivating. Like 
Complete Baseball before it, this program will 
probably help settle many wagers between 
sports fans. $49.95 (Windows CD-ROM) from 
Microsoft, (800) 426-9400, (206) 882-8080. 


SafeSound Wireless Headset 

These are heaven-sent for the parents of kids 
who like their computer games loud. Brightly col¬ 
ored, rugged plastic headphones provide high- 
quality sound for any PC game, and there are no 
wires to get tangled. Parents can set the maxi¬ 
mum volume to protect tender young ears, and 
while kids hear all the zips, bangs and splats, 
parents enjoy blessed silence. $59.95from Sima 
Products, (800) 345-7462, (708) 966-0300. 


Family Tie* 

Any fortune-teller worth his or her salt can 
predict your future, but it takes good 
genealogical software to get a handle on 
your past. This entry-level program can 
help amateur genealogists trace 
their roots, organize information 
about births, deaths and mar¬ 
riages, and display the findings in a five-generational 
family tree. $29.95 (Windows) from Individual 
Software, (800) 822-3522, (510) 734-6767. 




















Astonishing performance. 
Right in your own back yard. 


Want to build your dream home without 
iftl vi « i driving a nail? Then design your landscape 
i 311(1 watch it grow? With a PC based on 
Pentium the ^ entlum ™ processor, you can. The 
fact is, all PC software runs better on a 
Pentium processor-based PC. But the more incredible the 
software, the more it demands Pentium processor perfor¬ 
mance. A PC based on the Pentium processor is also a good 
investment, since it will still have plenty of horsepower 

©1994 Intel Corporation. All brand and product names are trademarks 


to run tomorrow’s applica¬ 
tions. That, plus the fact 
that these PCs are now so 
affordable, makes today 
the right time to buy a Pentium processor-based PC. For 
more information, call 1-800-333-4161, Ext. 216. 


3-D Landscape from Books That 
Work is a multimedia tool that brings 
your landscape ideas to life. 


Intel. 









UltraCoach 

Put a personal trainer in your 
favorite athlete’s PC. This program 
analyzes performance in swimming, 
cycling, running and other sports, 
then recommends workout regimes 
to help you achieve your goals. 
Sound and animation keep you moti¬ 
vated: Beat your own personal best 
and receive the accolades of the 
screaming masses. $59.95 (Windows) 
from UltraCoach, (800) 400-1390, 
(909) 625-0463. 


Professor Iris Fun Field Trip: 
Animal Safari 

Fans of Iris: the Happy Professor, a popu¬ 
lar children’s show on the Discovery 
Channel, will be thrilled to tune into this 
CD-ROM. With a little help from his 
friends—and a full array of multimedia 
tools—the professor teaches kids about 
animals and their habitats. Ages 3 to 6. 
$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD- 
ROM) from Discovery Communications, 

(800) 762-2189, (301) 986-0444. 


The Notebook 
Wetsuit 

Thanks to the wet look, the 
dry look is in for your portable 
PC. The neoprene and nylon 
carrying case, which is water¬ 
proof and padded, protects 
your notebook from the harsh 
realities of the world. The zip- 
pered case fits snugly over 
the PC and is designed never 
to be removed. Choose from 
among five stylish colors. $40 
from Silicon Sports, (800) 243- 
2972, (415) 327-7900. 





































Astonishing performance. 
From any point of view. 


Want to wrap up your latest project in 
f jHT • Jp] record time? And make all your favorite 
/ programs work together like one? With 

pentiu ITT' a ^ ^ ase< ^ on P ent i um ™ processor, 
you can. The fact is, all PC software runs 
better on a Pentium processor-based PC. But the more 
incredible the software, the more it demands Pentium 
processor performance. A PC based on the Pentium 
processor is also a good investment, since it will still have 


plenty of horsepower to run ngO-pta 

tomorrow’s applications. That, 

plus the fact that these PCs j 

are now so affordable, makes yo« get the job done fast. 

today the right time to buy a Pentium processor-based PC. 

For more information, call 1-800-333-4161, Ext. 217. 


Intel. 






! 




The Ultimate Frank Lloyd 
Wright: America’s Architect 

Architects come and architects go, but 
few match the genius of Frank Lloyd 
Wright. This CD-ROM takes you on a virtu¬ 
al tour of many of Wright’s most famous 
buildings and offers discussions of his life 
and art. $59.95 (Windows CD-ROM) from 
Microsoft and Byron Preiss Multimedia, (800) 
426-9400, (206) 882-8080. 


WingMan and WingMan Extreme 

Flight simulator fans can fly without discom¬ 
fort for hours of white-knuckled fun thanks to 
two new ergonomically designed joysticks. 
WingMan has a trigger and thumb switch- nlus 
a throttle control in its heavy base. 

WingMan Extreme adds extra palm sup¬ 
port and three more buttons for 
those who have a lot of virtual ene¬ 
mies to conquer. $29.95 and $49.95 
from LogiTech, (800) 732-2990, (510) 

795-8500. 


O 


Launch Pad 

Here’s the perfect gift for a Mac-savvy family. 

This animated desktop is really a security 
program: It lets kids easily find their games— 
and it prevents them from getting near your 
files. But kids won’t ever suspect the soft¬ 
ware is a locked door keeping them out of 
grown-up business. They’ll be too busy explor¬ 
ing scenes of magic castles and dinosaurs. 
Ages 3 to 10. $29.95 (Macintosh) from Berkeley 
Systems, (800) 877-5535, (510) 540-5535. 
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FEATURING 

★ Jonathan Frakes 

★ 

★ Joe Piscopo 

H 


We've Raised 
the Ante in 
CD-ROM 
Entertainment! 

The stars are out—and they're ready to play! 

Multimedia Celebrity Poker combines the magic 
of Hollywood, the fun and excitement 
of poker, and the interactive experience 
of CD-ROM technology for Windows. 

Grab a chair and ante up with Joe Piscopo 
of Saturday Night Live fame, Jonathan Frakes 
from Star Trek: The Next Generation™ and 
sexy Morgan Fairchild, whose TV hits 
include Falcon Crest and Flamingo Road. 

Celebrity Poker is outrageous fun and realistic 
entertainment like you've never played before. 

Lights... Camera... Deal! 


Multimedia Excitement! 


Interactive Entertainment! 


Full Motion 

Multimedia Celebrity Poker is available at your local 
software retailer or order direct from New World Computing at 


Video 


f 


NEW W$HLO COMPUTING, INC 

©1994 New World Computing, Inc. Multimedia Celebrity Poker is a trademark of New World Computing, Inc 
New World Computing and its distinctive logo are registered trademarks of New World Computing, Inc. All other 
trademarks belong to their respective holder(s). All rights reserved. IBM screen shown. Actual screens may vary. 



gifts under $100 
Peanuts Family Organizer 

Charlie Brown, Snoopy, Lucy and the rest of 
the Peanuts gang step out of the funny pages 
to lend a helping hand to your scheduling 
chores. Use the software to create individual 
and family calendars, stop worrying about 
who should be where when, and let Snoopy 
keep track of all your hectic schedules. 

$19.95 (Windows and Macintosh) from Individual 
Software, (800) 822-3522, (510) 734-6767. 


Rand McNally’s TripMaker 

Got a friend who’s yearning to hit the road? This trip plan¬ 
ning software helps you pick a dream destination in the 
continental U.S., Canada or Mexico, maps out the best 
ways to get there, provides itineraries and an estimat¬ 
ed budget and even suggests 
places of interest worth visiting 
along the way. Sorry, it won’t pack | j 
your suitcase! $49 (Windows CD- j 

ROM) from Rand McNally, (800) 671- 5 j 

5006,(708)329-6145. | J 


The Lion King Animated 
StoryBook 

Simba the Lion King, star of the hit 
Disney film, comes home on your 
computer. A child can read the 
story from text on-screen or listen 
while it’s read aloud by the pro¬ 
gram. The storybook also features 
games, puzzles and songs. The pro¬ 
gram’s sure to be a hit with children 
this holiday season, and we ain’t 
lion! Ages 3 to 9. $49.95 (Windows, 
Macintosh) from Disney ' Software, 

(800) 688-1520, (818) 543-4300. 

















Do You Make These 
Six Common Mistakes 
On Your Taxes? 


Six common mistakes can cause you big 
headaches on your taxes. An oversight 
here, an omission there. From unneces¬ 
sary tax payments to full blown IRS 
audits—you can end up paying too much 
... or worse. But now, using TurboTax® or 
MacinTax®, you can avoid these simple 
but costly mistakes: 

I The Arithmetic Error 

Today, even the simplest forms 
contain complex calculations. And 
with all the late-night scrambling, an 
innocent mistake could cost you plenty. 

2 The Transcription Error 
With all those numbers being 
juggled from schedule to schedule, 
it’s no wonder the figures are so often 
transcribed incorrectly or entered on the 
wrong line. 

3 The Omitted Form 

Even “ordinary” returns require 
anywhere from six to a dozen 
forms to complete. It's easy to miss one or 
end up rushing all over town to find the one 
you need. 

4 The Misinterpreted 
Instruction 

At best, IRS instructions can be 
tough to understand. At worst they can be 
mind-boggling. What you need are clear 
directions in plain English. 

5 The Overlooked Deduction 
You’d have to be a professional tax 
preparer to know all the deduc¬ 
tions you're entitled to. If you miss just 
one, it could cost you hundreds of dollars. 

6 The Exceeded Guideline 

The fastest way to trigger an IRS 
audit is to exceed the “normal” 
range on one of your deductions. You need 
to know what the IRS looks for on a line- 
by-line basis. 

When you do your taxes with 
TurboTax, mistakes like these are virtually 
impossible. And filing your taxes couldn’t 
be easier. 



■erica’s # 1 
Tax Software 

The fastest, easiest way to do your taxes 
right. With a new Windows interface and enhanced 
capabilities for 1994, America's #1 -selling tax software 
now makes preparing your income taxes easier than 
ever. Just gather your records and receipts, sit down 
at your computer and let TurboTax’s award-winning 
EasyStep®tax preparation system guide you through 
every step of the way. Then print out your forms, sign 
them and drop them in the mail. It’s that easy! 

New “smart features” save time and 
ensure accuracy. OurTaxAdvisor™ points out 
overlooked deductions and mistakes on the fly—while 
you’re entering your data into our Windows and 
Macintosh software—to improve the accuracy of your 
return. And the SmartAudit™ feature hunts down 


you directly to each item and tells you what to change 
and how. All in a fraction of the time you’d spend 
checking and revising your return manually, 

Get more out of Quicken® with TurboTax. 

Our TaxLink innovation lets you nprni 
work with TurboTax and t nTi *777 h >.’l 

Quicken—America's #1 personal yfr 'w raw jff w 
finance software—as if they were 
a single program. Zoom in on tax-related Quicken 
transactions from within TurboTax—item by item— 
and reassign tax categories to maximize your tax 
savings. Then jump back to TurboTax and see the 
recalculated results. (Windows version only.) 

Take our powerful CD-ROM for a spin 
TurboTax on CD-ROM offers concise, full-motion video 
and audio assistance, plus over 60 IRS publications 
and expert tax advice from Marshall Loeb, p» 
former managing editor of Fortune magazine aS] 
and tax attorney, Mary Sprouse, former IRS l^j- 
Audit Group manager, and author of the The 
Money Income Tax Handbook . 

More returns filed and more awards won 
than any other tax software. Over 40 million 
returns have been filed using TurboTax, making it the 
nation’s most trusted tax preparation program. So 
order today. And see for yourself why the new 
TurboTax is easily the best tax software ever! 

Includes 2 Free Bonus Gifts! 

Tetris. Rotate and flip moving pieces as they Hjijw 
fall from the top of the screen. Fit the pieces 
precisely with others to form a complete row. 

The quicker you are. the higher your score! MHi 

Money Tax Strategies Book. 

Over 100 pages of money-saving tax strategies, 
from renowned taxauthority Mary L. Sprouse and 


erro^sM^el^items^takes_ 

!"□ Yes, I’Htry TurboTax FREE! 


S 

u. 


intuit 


Rush me my FREE gifts and FREE TRIAL copy of TurboTax as soon as they're 
available (usually late October). If I'm not 100% satisfied, I'll return TurboTax 
within 30 days and owe nothing. If I decide to keep it, my credit card won't be 

to keep, whatever I decide. 

Name 


Please Choose: 

□ 3-V2" disks, or □ High Density, or 
i □ Low Density 


□ 5.-V4" d 


Bill My: □ Visa □ MasterCard □ Discover □ Amex 
I understand that there is an additional $7.00 shipping per order. 
Card#Exp. Date 


□ TurboTax (IBM®-compatible) $39.95 

□ TurboTax for Windows™ $39.95 

□ TurboTax for Windows - CD ROM $39.951 

□ MacinTax (for Macintosh®) $39,95 
Mail your order to: Intuit, 2650 E. Elvira Rd„ #100, 

Tucson, AZ 85706-7180. Or Call NOW: 

800 - 964-1040 

ext. 42430 





























The Multimedia 
Cartoon Studio 

If laughter is the best medicine, 
this CD-ROM will keep your favorite 
adults healthy and happy. It fea¬ 
tures cartoons from 22 artists that 
can be used as screen savers or to 
personalize your daily planner. 
Be forewarned: Some of these 
cartoonists have a decidedly odd 
sense of humor. 
$59.95 (Windows CD-ROM) from 
Time Warner Interactive, (800) 482- 
3766, (818) 955-9999. 
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Sesame Street: Numbers 

This tuneful CD-ROM takes 
preschoolers on an entertaining 
and educational trip down the 
most famous children’s street in 
America. As kids visit the Count’s 
Castle, Big Bird’s nest and Bert 
and Ernie’s apartment, familiar 
characters and other friends help 
them learn about numbers. Yes, 
you can always count on Sesame 
Street. Ages 3 to 6. $37 (DOS CD- 
ROM) from EA*Kids, (800) 245- 
4525, (415) 571-7171. 


The Precious Years 

Parents can track their children’s progress 
from first steps to first dates with this elec¬ 
tronic family album. Within its pages, they 
can keep a diary of special moments, store 
medical records and even scan in favorite 
photos. In future years, these digital mem¬ 
ories are guaranteed to delight parents 
and embarrass their kids. Isn’t that what 
a family album is for? $39.95 (Windows) 
from Centsible Software, (800) 908--t-t4S, 
(516) 683-0709. 
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■■■’“Each kit includes:..'“^igjgfiSGKS 

Full-Function KeyboardT^WMSSSs 
3-D Monitor Mask, 

Mouse; Mouse Pad, , 

Multi-Media Disc Holder. 


We call it the Nickelodeon ™ Computer Accessory Kit. 

But it's really a connection that hooks up your kids to their future, 
by transforming any PC into a total environment that's 
inspiring for them and practical for you. What a 90 s idea. 

For more information or for a retailer near you call 800-999-9989. 


Veer Mrs - 
Marty hat really 
become 6 CoMpwhr' 
Expert. Yesterday he 
feuyhi the cafeteria 
lady how to do 


Available nationally at COMPUSA. 


Computer Accessory Kits starring the Flintstones® and Star Trek; The Next Generation® 


‘ also Svailal^fwi'i. 1 


Helping little brains work better. 
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reviews 


the best of ’94 


Our software reviewers are a highly critical bunch. It takes a truly creative and well-designed 
program to get a four-star rating. Since HomePC ’s launch in June, only 28 programs reviewed 
in our Fun and Games, Kid Raves and Home Library sections have earned unqualified recom¬ 
mendations. Along with the gift suggestions on the previous pages, these games and reference 
programs are sure to please someone on your holiday list. Here’s a roundup of the year’s four- 
star software, with current prices, ordering information, suggested ages for the kids’ programs 
and the month of each review, so you can read for yourself just why we think they’re special. 


* 

* 

* 


FUN AND GAMES 

It’s a Wonderful 
Life Multimedia 
Edition 

Kinesoft Develop¬ 
ment, (708) 806- 
9562 

$79.95 (DOS CD- 
ROM) 

June 

Millennium Auction 

Eidolon, (718) 884-7095 
$69.95 (DOS CD-ROM) 

October 

Return to Zork 

Activision, (800) 

477-3650, (310) 

479-5644 
$79.95 (DOS, 

DOS CD-ROM) 

June 

SimCity 2000 

Maxis, (800) 336-2947, (510) 254-9700 
$54.95 (Windows, Macintosh) 

June 





Star Wars Rebel Assault 

LucasArts, (800) 782-7927, (415) 721-3300 
$69.95 (DOS CD-ROM) 

August 

The Residents: Freak Show 

The Voyager Company, 

(800) 446-2001, 

(914) 591-5500 

$79.95 (Macintosh CD-ROM) 

August 


/ 

% 


Bug Adventure 

Knowledge Adventure, (800) 542-4240, 
(818) 542-4200 
$49.95 (DOS) 

$69.95 (DOS CD-ROM) 

Ages: 3 to 8 
October 

DinoPark Tycoon 

MECC, (800) 685-6322, (612) 569-1500 
$59.95 (DOS, Macintosh) 

Ages: 8 and up 
August 




Discovering America 

Lawrence Productions, (616) 665-7075 
$59.95 (DOS, Macintosh) 

Ages: 8 and up 
December 

Dr. T’s Sing-A- 
Long: Kids’ 

Classics 

Dr. T’s Music Soft¬ 
ware, (800) 989-MIDI, 

(617) 569-1454 
$39.95 (Windows 
CD-ROM) 

Ages: 3 to 10 
August 


Mario Teaches Typing 

InterPlay, (800) 969-GAME, (714) 553-6655 
$29.95 (DOS) 

$34.95 (Macintosh) 

$39.95 (DOS CD-ROM) 

Ages: 4 to 14 
December 


KID RAVES 
At Bat 

Jambone Comics, (604) 739-7281 

$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) 


Math Ace 

Magic Quest, (415) 321-5S38 
$49.95 (DOS) 

Ages: 8 to 14 
August 
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er online service has more 
> do, or more cool people 
i than GEnie? Join dozens 
RoundTables, download 
)0 files, talk to all those 
jn the Internet, play some 
games, and so much more 
I you won’t believe 
B I your eyeballs. 


Join GEnie® 


P/y j 

now,andwe’ll 
give you 50 bucks 
r worth of free services 
irst month.* This offer will 
sated. We want new cus- 
don’t want to go broke. 
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er 


-^rogram 

with icons that make GEnie easy to use 
even if you’re technologically inept. 
Available for Windows or Mac.** Call 
1-800-638-9636, or download it once 
you’re on-line(TDD 1-800-238-9172). 


GEnie. 
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THERE'S NEVER BEEN ANYTHING QUITE LIKE IT I 

HOMEPC 

YES , I want to subscribe today and save. Please send me 12 issues for just 
$12.97 That’s a savings of 41% off the basic annual subscription rate. Plus, I’ll 
receive a FREE gift with my paid subscription, the “HomePC FunPak” disk full of fun 
and useful software programs. 

Send no money now. We’ll bill you later. 


NAME (PLEASE PRINT) 


CITY/STATE/ZIP 



.97. Canadian subscriptions are $22.97 per year, 

$9.97, U.S. funds, prepaid only. 

rery of first iss 



Life It 
Editic 

Kinesoji ucveiup- 
ment, (708) 806- 
9562 

$79.95 (DOS CD- 
ROM) 

June 


Eidolon, (718) 884-7095 
$69.95 (DOS CD-ROM) 
October 


Return to Zork 

Activision, (800) 
477-3650, (310) 
479-5644 
<C7o ok (nng 



$49.95 (DOS) s ^ r 

$69.95 (DOS CD-ROM) ** k, , 

Ages: 3 to 8 
October 

DinoPark Tycoon 

MECC, (800) 685-6322, (612) 569-1500 
$59.95 (DOS, Macintosh) 

Ages: 8 and up 
August 

Discovering America 

Lawrence Productions, (616) 665-7075 
$59.95 (DOS, Macintosh) 

Ages: 8 and up 

December __ 



Q I , m COOl • Send me my free GEnie front-end disk. 

(Windows and Mac users only. Everyone else gets other cool stuff.) 

O I’m not Cool • Don’t waste any free stuff on me. 


_ City: _ 


_ Phone: (_ 


Platform: Windows_MAC_DOS_Amiga_Atari_Other: _ 
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o other online service has more 
cool stuff to do, or more cool people 
to do it with than GEnie? Join dozens 
of awesome RoundTables, download 
over 200,000 files, talk to all those 
smart guys on the Internet, play some 
butt-kicking games, and so much more 
| you won’t believe 
your eyeballs. 
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Join GEnie® 
now.andwe’ll 
■> 50 / 9 ive you 50 bucks 

? -‘ worth of free services 

during the first month.* This offer will 
not be repeated. We want new cus¬ 
tomers. We don’t want to go broke. 

L® 1 * 

Get a free -- " 

front-end progranT of'P £ * 

with icons that make GEnie easy to use 
even if you’re technologically inept. 
Available for Windows or Mac.** Call 
1-800-638-9636, or download it once 
you’re on-line(TDD 1-800-238-9172). 

GEnie 

rr,OQt ?ISI\I _ 

C.O^P u ^ /L eiy * 


^r.s 


Set your commu- 
I nications software for 

\ half duplex (local echo), 
^ at 300, 1200 or 2400 baud. 
8 data bits, no parity, I stop bit. Or 7 
data bits, even parity, I stop bit. 
2. Dial toll free: 1-800-638-8369 or 
in Canada 1-800-387-8330. After 
connecting, enter HHH 3. At the U#= 
prompt, enter JOINGENIE then press 
<RETURN> 4. At the offer code 
prompt enter ABL428 to get this 
cool offer. 5. Have a major credit 
card ready. In the U.S., you may also 
use your checking account number. 
In Canada,Visa and MasterCard only. 

■ Some restrictions apply. Find out what they are before 
you sign up by calling or logging on to GEnie. This offer 
is in lieu of ail other offers, and is for new subscribers only. 
Available in U.S. 6- Canada only. "Minimum requirements: 
3B6 and Windows 3.1,4MB RAM. Mac Plus/Classic or higher, 
4MB RAM. 
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Puddles to Pondwater 

Mad. (905) 470-0868 
$59.95 (DOS) 

Ages: 7 to 14 
November 

Putt-Putt Goes to the Moon 

Humongous Entertainment, (206) 485-1212 
$49.95 (DOS, DOS CD-ROM, Macintosh, 
Macintosh CD-ROM) 

Ages: 3 to 8 
June 
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Richard Scarry’s Busytown 

Paramount Interactive, (800) 428-5331, 
(415) 813-8030 

$39.95 (Windows, Windows CD-ROM, 
Macintosh, Macintosh CD-ROM) 

Ages: 3 to 7 
June 




(800) 521-6263, 

(■*15) 382-4600 

$35 (Windows, Macintosh) 

Ages: 3 to 6 

June 


The Oregon Trail 

MECC, (800) 685-6322, (612) 569-1500 

















$59.95 (DOS, Windows, Macintosh) 

$69.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) 

Ages: 10 and up 

June 


HOME LIBRARY 

Cinemania ’94 

Microsoft, (800) 426-9400, (206) 882-8080 
$79.95 (Windows CD- ROM) 

June 



How Computers Work 

Time Warner Interactive, (800) 482-3766, 

(818) 955-9999 

$79.95 (Macintosh CD-ROM) 

September 

Multimedia Schubert: 

The Trout Quintet 

Microsoft, (800) 426-9400, (206) 882- 
8080 

$59.95 (Windows CD-ROM) 

December 


Small Blue Planet 

Now What Software, (818) 992-8484 

$79.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) 

June 


The Columbia 
Electronic 
Dictionary 
of Quotations 

A apex Software, 
(800) 728-7650, 
(702) 324-4580 
$89.95 (Windows) 
August 




The Haldeman Diaries: Inside the 
Nixon White House 

Sony Imagesoft, (800) 

922- SONY, (310) 

449-2320 
$69.95 (DOS CD- 
ROM, Windows CD- 
ROM, Macintosh CD- 
ROM) 

October 


The Viking Opera 
Guide 

Penguin USA, (800) 

253-6476, (212) 366- 
2000 

$99.95 (Windows CD-ROM and book) 
October 





Kids On Site and 'What's My Story? are from the Digital Kids line of products by 
Digital Pictures, Inc. 1825 South Grant Street, Suite 900, San Mateo, CA 94402. 

© 1994 Digital Pictures, Inc. Digital Kids, Whatb My Story? and Kids On Site are 
trademarks of Digital Pictures, Inc. 

Kids On Site is available for PC CD ROM, Mac CD ROM and Sega CD™. 

What’s My Story? is available for Mac CD ROM. 

This official seal is your assurance that this product meets the highest quality standards of Sega 1 
Buy games and accessories with this seal to be sure that they are compatible with Sega™ and 
Sega CD™ System. Sega and Sega CD are trademarks of Sega Enterprises, Ltd All rights i 






































The ZEOS Discovery PC... 

Power & Performance At A Price That’s A Joy. 


The ZEOS Discovery gives you power and performance at a low price. 
It’s the much needed (and fun) way to mix business and pleasure. 

The Discovery is more than a traditional business computer. It’s 
a multi-purpose PC designed to meet the needs of small businesses 
as well as you and your family. There’s something for everyone- 
and enough power for all your applications. 

If you must work at home, 


do so with confidence. The 
Discovery can handle intense 
graphic programs, spread¬ 
sheets and word processing. 
With a send/receive fax mo¬ 
dem you can keep in touch 
with the office and clients— 
without leaving your desk. 


Unlimited 

Possibilitie 


Pentium-60 


Pentium-90 


Pentium-60 


$1995 


Unlock your business and 
creative potential with multi- 
media. Enjoy the sights and 
sounds that unfold before you. 

Activate your senses. Educate 
your mind, Animation. Colors. 

Audio. It’s all waiting to be 
unleashed and it’s easy with 
the Discovery MM’s multimedia features-a dual-spin CD-ROM drive, 
a 16 -bit stereo sound card and a pair of stereo speakers. 

- The Discovery, a special system from our 
ward-winning ZEOS Pantera'' line, features a 
ZEOS motherboard, which was designed specifi- 
PP=nV,M m cally for Intel’s Pentium processor, and 64-bit 
Windows-accelerated PCI local bus video for record-breaking perfor¬ 
mance that deserves a standing ovation. 


Multimedia CD-ROM Software 

With system punrhase. we offer CD-ROM software bundles that include titles for every family member. 

Home Office Bundle.$129 

Business Library, PhoneDisc USA Business, 1993 TIME Almanac, Graphic Photos, Multimedia 
Presentation Pack, and Sound Effects Library. 

Home Recreation Bundle.$129 

... ■ 'I 1 >.I- ' li. - h, 1-1. I .. M nr. IV,,on I. .1, lies I' fill IV ft mill ;j|„ 

US Atlas, The Animals!, and New Grolier Encyclopedia 6.0. 

SPECIAL. OFFER! 

Purchase both bundles for only $199 


Buy With Confidence 

Bor almost a decade, ZEOS has been earning price and performance 
awards for our leading edge desktop and notebook systems. This year, 
the Pentium CPU-based ZEOS Pantera has earned an unparalleled 
twelve top industry awards from leading computer publications. 

As PC/Computing said: “A standout in speed and value... 

we suggest you spend your 


money on this machine- 
it offers the best value of 
any machine we tested.” 

There’s more. You get the 
best service and support in 
the business. No company has 
earned more PC Magazine 
Readers’ Choice for Service 
& Reliability 
awards than 
ZEOS-sixin ! 
all. Plus, ZEOS 
offers 24-hour toll-free 
technical support-every 
day-for quick arid accurate 
answers to your questions. 

We’ve discovered an 
easy (and fun) way to mix 


► Genuine Intel Pentium” processor. 

► 8MB RAM 

► 528MB local bus IDE hard drive with 120K cache. 

► 2X CD-ROM and 3.5" 1.44MB floppy drive 

► 64-bit PCI local bus SVGA color graphics card . 

► 14" 1024x768 non-interlaced color monitor, ,28mm dot pitch 

► Sound card and stereo speakers 

► 14,400 send/receive fax modem 

► 6-bay desktop case with two cooBrig fans 

► Microsoft DOS 6.2, Windows for Workgroups 3.11, choice of 
Lotus Windows application 


SK cache 


>■ Genuine Intel Pentium” processor. 

► 4MB RAM 

► 214MB local bus IDE hard drive with 128! 

► 3.5" 1.44MB floppy drive 

► 6-r-bit PCI local bus SVGA color graphics can! 

► 14" 1024x768 non-interlaced color monitor, .28mm 

► 6-bay desktop case with two cooling fans 

► Microsoft !X)S 6.2. Windows for Workgroups 3.11 
More processors available. Call for details. 



business and pleasure-and you can too! The ZEOS Discovery is a 
sound decision for you and your family. To get Interactive, call your 
ZEOS Systems Consultant today. 

800 - 214-6671 

24 Hours a Day 
365 Days a Year 


ZEOS 


Fax Orders: 800 -362-1205 or 612-362-1205. Phone Orders: Government: 800-245-2449, 
Outside I'.S. and Canada: 612-362-1212. Purchase Orders, MasterCard, VISA, Am Ex, 
Discoter. COD and teasing programs. 






















It doesn't take a rocket scientist to figure out 





Compton’s Encyclopedia 
35,000+ Entries 


Academic American Encyclopedia 
33,000+ Entries 


Funk &Wagnall’s Encyclopedia I 
26,000+ Entries 


It’s obvious that InfoPedia has more information than the 
competition. But InfoPedia is more than information. It’s the 
most comprehensive and revolutionary multimedia reference 
tool available. It’s the most powerful. It’s the easiest to use. And 
amazingly, while it should be priced more than the competi¬ 
tion, InfoPedia is actually 
the least expensive. Making 
it genius, not just brilliant. 

What makes InfoPedia 
so smart? InfoPedia com¬ 
bines the full 29-volume 


Funk and Wagnall’s New Encyclopedia with a bookshelf of I 
other reference tools including Roget’s 21st Century 
Thesaurus, Hammond Atlas of the World, the 1994 World 
Almanac & Book of Facts, Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary, 1 
Dictionary of English Usage, Dictionary of Quotations and I 
Webster’s New 
Biographical Dictionary! 

With over 60 video! 
segments and 90 state-! 
of-the-art, breathtaking! 
animations to help 




©1994 Future Vision Multimedia, a subsidiary of Future Vision Holding, Inc. All other product names are registered trademarks of their respective owners. This comparison is based upon 1994 editions. 
Demo disc is subject to a $3.95 shipping and handling charge. 































which multimedia reference tool is smartest. 



Funk & Wagnall’s Encyclopedia 


Roget’s 21st Century 
Thesaurus 


Hammond Atlas 
of the World 


The 1994 
World Almanac & 
Book of Facts 


Merriam-Webster’s 

Dictionary 


Merriam-Webster’s 
Dictionary 
of English Usage 


Merriam-Webster’s 
Dictionary of Quotations 


Webster’s New 
Biographical Dictionary 


200,000+ Entries 



explain complex concepts plus thousands 
of images, including hundreds of full- 
color photographs, InfoPedia offers a 
total multimedia experience unmatched 
by the competition. 

As for intelligence, InfoPedia breaks 
away from the traditional window- 
upon-window interface by introduc¬ 
ing a new single-screen interface 
that allows for seamless cross- 
referencing between sources and 


provides instant access to the volumes of 
information contained on the CD. 

But you don’t have to be a genius (or a member 
Mensa) to use InfoPedia. It was designed for all 
groups and can be easily customized to meet 
specific needs. 

To get InfoPedia, visit your local 
retailer.To order by phone or to receive 
a free demo disc, call our 24-hour hotline 
(800) 472-8777. Of course, even rocket 
scientists will find InfoPedia invaluable. 












YOUR FAMILY’S 


EMM 


Compton’s 
NewMedia 

A Tribune New Media Company 


Comptotfs NnriMia 
puts a new world of 
excitement at your 
fingertips. 

Compton’s growing family 
of fully interactive CD-ROMs 
lets your family explore, 
discover, laugh, learn, 
sing, wonder, and experi¬ 
ence the best in multi- 
media. If you’re looking 
for a new way to connect 
with the best in education 
and reference, invite the 
members of our family to 
become new members 
of yours. 
























Last year you swore you’d never, ever again leave all 
your holiday shopping for the last minute. Come to 
think of it, didn’t you say that the year before last, 
too? Yet here it is, almost Christmas, and you don’t 
have time to eat lunch, much less shop for gifts for all 


(ryThe Yule Catalogs 

your relatives, friends and business associates. 


’Tis the week before Christmas 
and you’re in a panic, 
Your gift list is long and your 
life remains manic. 
When what to your wondering 
eyes does appear, 
But HomePC with toll-free numbers, 
gift guides and good cheer. 


In a nutshell, this is why many Americans love mail¬ 
order shopping: It lets you make the rounds from the 
comfort of home, and you can get what you need fast. 
If computer-related products are on your loved ones’ 
wish lists, there are a number of catalogs that make 
last-minute shopping easy: You’ll find hardware and 


by rebecca day 
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software and a variety of nifty ac¬ 
cessories to fit any price range. For 
instance, in one phone call you can 
snap up a CD-ROM encyclopedia 
for your teenage niece, a carrying 
case for your next-door neighbor’s 
new laptop and a box of colorful 
diskettes for the office grab bag. 
Even better, you can make that 
call before breakfast, after dinner 
or at 3 a.m., because many mail¬ 
order companies are open around 
the clock. 

Although regular delivery gener¬ 
ally takes 10 to 14 days, most 
mail-order companies 
will ship your 
gift to arrive in 
two days, over¬ 
night or on a Sat¬ 
urday for an addi¬ 
tional fee (delivery 
prices vary, so be 
sure to ask before you 
order). If you’re way 
behind on your holiday 
shopping—or if you 
simply hate long lines at 
the post office—you can 
have your gift delivered di¬ 
rectly to its destination, 
along with a holiday greet¬ 
ing on the packing slip—perhaps 
arranging for it to arrive on Christ¬ 
mas Eve. 

And what if you order a gift 
and the person you’re sending it 
to wants to exchange or return it? 
Each company’s policy is differ¬ 
ent; again, be sure to ask what the 
return policy is before you place 
your order. 

Here’s a sampling of mail-order 
companies that either specialize in 
computer products or offer special 
sections for computer users. Typi¬ 
cally, mail-order prices are very 
competitive. For each company list¬ 
ed below, we’ve provided phone and 
fax numbers you can use to request 
a catalog, get additional information 
and order your presents. We’ve also 
listed business hours, a sampling of 
products available, shipping ar¬ 


rangements and any special services 
the company provides. 

And in case you haven’t looked 
at the calendar lately, remember, 
Christmas falls on a Sunday this 
year, so consider in advance how 
that’s going to affect delivery. 
Then relax and enjoy the season! 

BDL Homeware 

Phone: (800) BDL-4BDL, 

(602) 298-4212 

Fax: None 

Hours: Open 7 days, 6 a.m. to 9 
p.m. (Mountain time) 

Products: BDL Homeware says it 
develops and sells “software for 
normal people.” The current cata¬ 


log offers 11 individual programs 
for PCs covering family health, 
cars, collectibles, Schedule C of the 
IRS tax form and other subjects. 
Shipping options: Overnight delivery 
is available. 

Special services: BDL Homeware’s 
help line—(602) 298-4212—pro¬ 
vides unlimited technical support 
for the recipient of your gift. The 
company offers a 30-day money- 
back guarantee, and if you’re giv¬ 
ing one of BDL’s programs as a 
Christmas gift, the 30-day count¬ 
down begins Dec. 25 for the person 


who receives the program, no mat¬ 
ter when you place your order. For 
an extra $2, BDL will wrap your 
gift and include a card. 

CD-ROM Warehouse 

Phone: (800)237-6623, 

(908) 370-3801 
Fax: (908) 370-7046 
Hours: Open 24 hours, 7 days a 
week 

Products: True to its name, the CD- 
ROM Warehouse has everything 
you need to make a PC or Mac CD- 
ROM owner happy, from drives to 
software to storage caddies. 

Shipping options: Overnight delivery 
is available; CD-ROM Warehouse 
offers—but does not guarantee— 
Saturday delivery in certain areas 
" the country. 

Damark 

Phone: (800) 729-9000, 

(612) 535-8880 
Fax: (612) 531-0281 
Hours: Open 24 hours, 7 days a 
week 

Products: Damark offers low 
prices on overstock and 
closeout products, in¬ 
cluding computers, 
laptops, CD-ROM 
drives, hard drives, 
tape backups, soft¬ 
ware programs, CD 
storage racks and other 
accessories. (Note that you 
may get a good price on a 
closeout computer—and most 
come with warranties—but a 
closeout could mean that model is 
nearing obsolescence.) 

Shipping options: Overnight delivery 
is available. 

Special services: Membership in 
Damark Preferred Buyers’ Club 
($49.99 per year, which is credited 
to future purchases) gives you a 10 
percent discount off the published 
price of all products in the catalog 
and provides 60-day return privi¬ 
leges (the standard return policy is 
30 days), special sale prices and a 
members-only phone line for cus¬ 
tomer service. 

Educorp 

Phone: (800) 843-9497, 

(619)536-9999 

Fax: (619) 536-2345 

Hours: Monday to Friday, 6 a.m. to 
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These two tilings will bring ou t tbe most 
fantastic stories your child bas to tell. 

One will onlg cost you 39 bucks. 


Yep, Kid’s Studio™ 







'W 

x S&f 


a wonderful alternative to making up a whopper every time something gets broken. 

This CD-ROM storymaking program lets kids get into Multimedia, and tell 
stories like never before. Since it runs on Windows and Macintosh, any 
kid (8 and up) can do it. 

The big news is, kids can add their own photos with Kodak® PhotoCD. 

So they not only use the Kid’s Studio Treasure Chest library of nearly 
1000 photos and illustrations for their stories, but photos of themselves, 
the family, the dog, whatever. 


Plus there are Cookie-Cutter cut and paste options, sound recording capabilities, and neato 
paint tools. Kids write and design all the text. They can play their stories as movies, slide shows, ^gg 
or print them as real live books. Even pop a disk in the mail and send a copy to Grandma. 

It’s so intuitive, creative, artistic and fun, some very smart adults gave Kid’s Studio the 1994 Codies Award 
in the Best School Productivity/Creativity Program category. 

Want to order Kid’s Studio for your kids, quick? 

Just call 1 - 800 - 787-2983 . It’s easy as pie, cheaper than a lamp. 


Kid’s Studio 

Creative storymaking for the entire family. 
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6 p.m. (Pacific time); Saturday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. (Pacific time) 
Products: You’ll find a wide range 
of CD-ROM merchandise for both 
PCs and Macs, including CD-ROM 
drives, accessories, and education, 
entertainment and personal pro¬ 
ductivity software for children and 
adult^. 

Shipping options: Two-day, over¬ 
night and Saturday delivery is 
available. 

I services: If you’re 
sure what to give, 
Educorp has $20, $50 
and $100 gift certifi¬ 
cates, which the 
^ company will ^ 
mail directly to' 
the recipient. 

MacWarehouse 

Phone: (800) 255-6227, 
(908) 370-3801 
Fax: (908) 905-9279 
Hours: Open 24 hours, 

7 days a week 
Products: This catalog is a source 
for all things Macintosh, including 
computers, software, multimedia 
upgrade kits, carrying cases and 
other accessories. 

Shipping options: Overnight delivery 
(Monday through Friday); Satur¬ 
day delivery is available. 

Special services: If you have a fax 
machine, you can receive more in¬ 
formation about any product in 
the catalog by dialing the FaxFacts 
line—(203) 854-5300—from your 
fax machine and following the 
voice prompts. 

MicroWarehouse 

Phone: (800) 367-7080, 

(908) 370-4779 

Fax: (908) 905-5245 

Hours: Open 24 hours, 7 days a 

week 

Products: MicroWarehouse features 
PC-based education, entertain¬ 
ment and personal productivity 
software for all ages. You’ll also 
find PCs, laptops, tape backups, 



memory upgrades, fax/modems 
and other hardware, as well as ac¬ 
cessories such as diskettes, glare 
filters and mouse pads. 

Shipping options: Overnight delivery 
(Monday through Friday). 

Special services: If you have a fax 
machine, you can receive more in¬ 
formation about any product in the 
catalog by dialing the FaxFacts 
line—(203) 854-5300—from your 
fax machine and following the 
voice prompts. 

PC Connection 

Phone: (800) 800-5555, 

(603) 446-5555 

Fax: (603) 446-7791 

Hours: Open 24 hours, 7 days a 

week 

Products: PC Connection carries 
computers, CD-ROM drives, stor¬ 
age units, software, diskettes, car¬ 
rying cases for laptops and other 
accessories. 

Shipping options: Overnight and Sat¬ 
urday delivery is available. 

Special services: The recipient of 
your gift gets unlimited toll-free 
technical support from 9 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m. (Eastern time), Monday 
through Friday. If you’re stumped 
on what to get the person who has 
everything, the sales staff will 
make suggestions that just may fit 
the bill. Gift certificates for $25 or 
more are available. 

Power Up 

Phone: (800) 851-2917, 

(908) 264-8324 
Fax: (908) 888-9449 
Hours: Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. (Eastern time) 

Products: Power Up specializes in 
PC software, including graphics, 
database, word processing, design, 
sports, language, educational and 
financial programs. It also sells 
diskettes, surge protectors, busi¬ 
ness card scanners, wrist rests and 
mouse pads. 

Shipping options: Two-day deliv¬ 
ery is available to most 
areas; overnight and Sat¬ 
urday delivery is also 
available. 

Reliable Home 
Office 

Phone: (800) 869-6000 
Fax: (800) 326-3233 


Hours: Open 24 hours, 7 days a 
week 

Products: The focus is on making 
work at your computer easier and 
more comfortable; items include 
printer stands, storage cases for 
computer supplies, organiz¬ 
ers, chairs, and er¬ 
gonomic wrist 
and back rests. 

Shipping options: 

Overnight and 
two-day delivery 
is available; Satur¬ 
day delivery to se¬ 
lected areas. 

Special services: Gift 
wrap of selected items 
for an additional $3.50 
(includes a card). The 
company also offers $25 
gift certificates, which 
can include your personal 
greeting. 

Tiger Software 

Phone: (800) 888-4437 for PC 
software; (800) 666-2562 
for Mac software 
Fax: (305) 529-2990 
Hours: Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 
midnight; Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 8 
p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. (all 
Eastern time) 

Products: This catalog includes 
desktop computers, laptops, multi- 
media accessories, add-on cards, 
fax/modems, educational, enter¬ 
tainment and personal productivity 
software for both PCs and Macs. 
Shipping options: Standard delivery 
takes two business days; overnight 
and Saturday delivery is available. 
Special services: Installment plans 
are available on some purchases. • 

Rebecca Day is a Chestnut Ridge, 
N.Y.-based writer. 
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1942 that you can have it all, 
when it comes to air combat 
simulation, and then some. 
Everyone else is going to be 
playing catch-up with this one 
for some time to come.” 
REPLAY THE PACIFIC AIR WAR . 
YOUR WAY 


Anything is possible. 

1 -800-879-PLAY. For IBM-PC/Compatibles & CD-ROM. 



















^COMPUTER 
Express 


Find It All 
Jusi 


Open Til 
Midnight E.S.T. 




HARDWARE 


HARDWARE 


Masterpieces 


SPANISH 

versions 6 | NCLUDES AFREE MOOPHON^* 

SYRACUSE LANGUAGE IBM CD $55 
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A Call 


800 - 228-7449 
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to pick 
the 


perfect 


computer 



164 HOMEPC December 1994 


Illustrations by Nishan Akgulian 













by For months you’ve been talking about buying a computer. Now you real- 

robert j. ly mean it. Your kids need one for their school projects, you could use it 

atkinson to get work done after-hours and you’re intrigued by that cool game 

Myst, the CD-ROM that your friends can’t stop talking about. Besides, 
it’s Christmas, and a new computer is a perfect gift for the whole family. 

But now comes the hard part: Which computer do you buy? Some 
ads scream Pentium, others brag about great deals for 486SXs. You 
don’t know whether to get a double-speed or triple-speed CD-ROM 
drive, and the only thing you know about a local bus is that it runs 
from one end of your town to the other. 

to get what you want, you must know what you need, so let’s review... 

No doubt about it, shopping for a computer is confusing—but it’s not 
impossible. You can find a computer you’ll be happy with for years to 
come, if you just follow a few simple guidelines. 

The first rule of computer shopping, whether you want an IBM PC- 
compatible or a Macintosh, is to skip any model that is not equipped for 
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multimedia. Multimedia machines support 
sound and video, and let you enjoy all the ex¬ 
citing new games and reference programs that 
sport full-motion video, animation, music and 
dialogue. Even less exotic multimedia soft¬ 
ware, such as personal finance programs, uses 
audio and video to explain difficult subjects. 

The shopping list 

But when a salesperson in a computer store 
asks you what kind of system you want, mul¬ 
timedia is only a good start. Here’s what you 
need to ask for to be sure you get a computer 
that suits you to the last detail. 

Bus. Actually, this is more like the road¬ 
way on which information travels to get from 
one part of the computer to another—back 
and forth between the central processing unit 
(CPU) and the memory, for example. Each 
expansion slot on the bus is designed to hold a 
card, such as a graphics adapter. A new com¬ 
puter usually has empty slots so you can 
add cards, say, an internal modem, later. 



The Micron P90 usetffhe fast Pentium chip. 


Expansion. One of the best ways to en¬ 
sure your PC will serve you well for a good 
long time is to make sure it has plenty of ex¬ 
pansion slots. If you decide you want a TV 
tuner card someday, you can add it easily. 
(Don’t mistake an expansion slot for a drive 


Lots of free expansion slots help ensure your 
computer will serve you well for a good long time. 


A typical PC will support both the ISA 
(Industry Standard Architecture) bus 
and a faster local bus, either called 
VESA (Video Electronics Standards Associa¬ 
tion) or PCI (Peripheral Component Inter¬ 
connect). Although both types offer superior 
performance, most major computer manufac¬ 
turers are embracing PCI. As a result, buying 
a PC that uses the PCI local bus means you’ll 
have more upgrade options as years go by. 

Apple remains committed to its own 
NuBus. But next year, Macs will start accept¬ 
ing PCI cards, too. 

CD-ROM drive. Most of the best multi- 
media programs around are on CD-ROMs. In 
order to play those shiny discs on your com¬ 
puter, you need 
at least a double¬ 
speed CD-ROM 
drive. But pass by 
the faster triple- 
speed CD drives; 
nimbler quadruple- 
speed drives are 
making them obso¬ 
lete. Quadruple-speed 
drives greatly improve full- 
motion video performance, but 
the software that takes advan¬ 
tage of their speed hasn’t been 
written yet, so it’s hard to justify 
the extra $200 they’ll cost you 
if you jump to get one today. 



bay—it’s not the same thing.) 

Make sure any PC has three free ISA slots 
and two free PCl slots before you seriously 
consider buying it. On a Mac, look for at 
least two, and perhaps three free NuBus slots. 

Fax/modem. With a modem and an 
America Online, CompuServe or Prodigy ac¬ 
count, you can get the latest gossip about 
Princess Di, compare notes with wine experts 
or participate in a slew of other activities 
from the comfort of your living room. 

Nearly all modems today send and receive 
faxes as well as data. Choose nothing less 
than a modem that transfers files and ex¬ 
changes electronic mail at a speed of 9,600 
bps (bits per second). Better yet, get a V.32 
modem that transfers data back and forth at 
up to 14,400 bps. For faxes, you want your 
modem to run at 14,400 bps. 

Faster V.34 modems transfer data at a 
rate of 28,800 bps. But no major on-line ser¬ 
vice supports this speed yet, so save your 
money. (For more information on modems, 
see ‘‘Modern wama’’ in the November issue of 
HomePC.) 

Graphics adapter. The graphics adapter 
turns digital information into the numbers, 
letters and animation you see on your moni¬ 
tor. You want your graphics adapter to match 
or even exceed the resolution capabilities of 
your monitor. For the fastest performance on 
PCs, make sure that the graphics adapter is a 
type known as a Windows accelerator. 


HOMEPC December 1994 
























Also make sure you get 1 megabyte (MB) 
of RAM on the adapter. This will speed up 
performance and increase the number of col¬ 
ors you can see at high resolutions. 

Hard drive. The hard drive is a disk (or 
disks) sealed inside your computer where you 
permanently store your games, programs and 
work. To keep from running out of disk 
space, get at least a 340-MB drive (a word 
processor alone can take up more than 30 
MB). If it fits your budget, consider buying a 
500-MB hard drive, or an even bigger one. 

Most PCs have additional drive bays, the 
space where you can add a second hard disk 
or devices such as tape backup systems (see 
“Backup, Backup, Backup!” in the Novem¬ 
ber issue of HomePC ). Make sure that at least 
two drive bays are free in case you decide to 
add devices later. This isn’t as important on a 
Mac because users typically install external 
second hard drives and backup devices. 

Monitor. Choose a 15- or 17-inch non-in¬ 
terlaced color monitor. There are lots of other 
specifications to consider; to find out more, 
see “The Shopper’s Guide to Monitors” on 
page 173. 


Random access memory (RAM). This is 
where your programs reside while you’re 
using them, whether you’re killing dragons or 
looking up the word sesquipedelianistic. The 
more RAM you have, the less time you spend 
waiting for the next screen of your adventure 
game. It also means you can run more pro¬ 
grams at once. 



IBM’s Aptiva includes 30-watt speakers. 


Some sound advice: consider replacing your speakers 


From Beethoven’s soaring 
symphonies to Peter Gab¬ 
riel’s driving rhythms, CD- 
quality music is one of the 
best treats in today’s mul¬ 
timedia software. To really 



appreciate these sonic 
sounds, however, you need 
high-quality speakers. 

Unfortunately, many 
multimedia PCs’ speakers 
don’t make the grade, so 
you may want to buy re¬ 
placements separately. 


The sound card in your 
computer provides only 
minimal amplification, so 
look for speakers that 
have their own power am¬ 
plifier—ideally 10 watts or 
more per channel, though 
4 watts is generally ade¬ 
quate. And because the 
speakers will probably sit 
next to your computer’s 
monitor, they must be 
magnetically shielded so 
they don’t distort its color 
displays. 

If you’re on a strict bud¬ 
get, two best bets are 
Koss’s $99.95 HD/100 and 
Yamaha’s $149 YST-M10 
speakers. (The Yamaha 
speakers can be beefed 
up with an optional sub¬ 
woofer called the YST- 
W10 for $199.) 

If your ears just won’t 


hear of anything less than 
the best, then consider 
Altec Lansing’s ACS 300.1 
or Bose’s Acoustimass Mul¬ 
timedia Speaker System. 

With two stereo speak¬ 
ers that are shaped like 
clamshells for better 
high notes and a lunch- 
box-sized subwoofer for 
lower bass notes, the 
$350 ACS 300.1 system’s 
smooth, accurate sound 
is an ideal choice for 
classical music fans. 

Listeners who want to 
pump up the volume for 
popular music CD-ROMs 
such as Peter Gabriel’s 
Xplora 1 will like the three- 
piece Acoustimass sys¬ 
tem, although at a $699 
suggested retail price, it 
may be a stretch for even 
a flexible budget. — R.A. 
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MB: it’s worth the extra $200 to $300 you’ll 
pay. Ask how much total memory the ma¬ 
chine can accept: You may want to upgrade 
to 16 MB or more if, for example, you start to 
use desktop publishing software. 

Single-piece systems. Some computers 
build the monitor right into the CPU case. 
These systems are often packaged with ap¬ 
pealing extras, such as a TV tuner card that 
lets you use your computer to watch your fa¬ 
vorite drama programs at the same time 
you’re running your favorite software pro¬ 
grams on your monitor. But shop with care— 
these systems may have a slower processor or 
come with less RAM than you need. Also, you 
won’t be able to switch the monitor if you 
later find one you like better, nor can you ad¬ 
just its tilt for comfortable viewing. 

Sound. Sound cards turn the computer’s 
digital signals into music, speech or sound ef¬ 
fects. They let you listen to the Moonlight 
Sonata in a musical program or attach a 
voice reminder about Mom’s lima bean aller¬ 
gy to a recipe file. 

Audio is a standard feature on a Mac, but 
PCs require a sound card that plays and 
records 16-bit speech and music files known 
as .wav files. You also want Sound Blaster- 
compatibility for most games. 

Another kind of sound file is called a MIDI 
(Musical Instrument Digital Interface) file. 
These files don’t contain music, but rather 
hold instructions that tell a synthesizer on the 
sound card what instruments to simulate. 
Most sound cards play MIDI files using FM 
synthesis; this is a good and 
inexpensive choice if you 
aren’t a music connoisseur. 
But if you must have the 
best sound, choose cards 
that use wave-table synthe¬ 
sizers. These provide more 
realistic instrument sounds 
for about $50 to $150 
more than cards that use 
FM synthesis. For clear, 
crisp sound, you also need 
a great pair of speakers. To 
hear more, see “Some Sound 
Advice,” on page 167. 

How fast should you go? 

One of your most important decisions is 
how fast your microprocessor, or CPU, 
should be. This is the computer’s brain. It 
tells the computer how to perform soft¬ 
ware commands and calculations, and 
talks to other system hardware. Today’s 
computers typically use processors ranging 
from slow 486SX chips to faster 486DX2s 
to ultra-speedy Pentiums and PowerPCs. 
The megahertz (MHz) rating of a chip, 


HOW THE CHIPS STACK UP 

When you shop for a home computer, 
these are the processors, arranged in 
order of speed, that you 'll probably 
see on store shelves. This list is based 
on processors built by Intel for the PC 
and Motorola for the Mac. 

PC 

Mac 

25-MHz 486SX 

33-MHz 68030 

33-MHz 486SX 

25-MHz 68LC040 

50-MHz 486SX2 

25-MHz 68040 

33-MHz 486DX 

33-MHz 68040 

50-MHz 486DX2 

40-MHz 68040 

66-MHz 486DX2 

60-MHz PowerPC 

75-MHz 486DX4 

66-MHz PowerPC 

lOO-MHz 486DX4 

80-MHz PowerPC 

60-MHz Pentium 

110-MHz PowerPC 

66-MHz Pentium 


90-MHz Pentium 


lOO-MHz Pentium 



such as a 25-MHz 486SX or a 90-MHz Pen¬ 
tium, indicates how fast it can go. The higher 
the MHz is in a particular class of proces¬ 
sor—for instance, all 486DX2s—the faster 
the computer handles tasks. (For more chip 
chat, see box above.) 

Your best bet in chips depends on your 
budget and whether you’d rather have faster 
performance or some extras, such as a fast 
modem or huge hard drive. You may, for ex¬ 
ample, want to see if you can get a Pentium 
for less money by buying it with a 500-MB 
hard disk instead of the advertised 750-MB 
drive. Or you may want to add memory to a 
50-MHz 486DX2 that has 4 MB of RAM. 

You may see what seems to be a great deal 
on a used 386 PC. While the price may be 
low, it’s no bargain. These chips won’t run 



The Macintosh Performa stresses ease of use. 
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A stunningly real trek around 


A glimpse into the future of 


the earth, from Akron, Ohio to 


International MTV star Pip Dann 


the Tasman Sea and beyond. 


takes you on a journey exploring 


Choose a destination and embark 
on a picturesque, factual tour, 
exploring the physical planet. 
A unique atlas that practically® 


the people and cultures of 


world, from the Origin of the 
i Maori islanders to the rituals 


" of a Tibetan monk. Using 
photography from the world's 
best libraries, BBC Video footage 


dances off the screen, OneWorld 


presents a wealth of maps and 
information, all set to a 
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the new version of Windows and they don't 
conform to the MPC (Multimedia PC) Level 
2 standard, which outlines the minimum 
hardware—including processor speed—a PC 
needs to run today’s multimedia software. 
(Our recommendations in this article meet or 
exceed this standard.) 

Even though 486SX chips are acceptable 
under the MPC Level 2 standard, steer clear 
of a system that uses one. While you can find 
25-MHz 486SX computers for as little as 
$1,200, neither today’s popular multimedia 
programs nor your plain old word processor 
will run very quickly on these machines. And 
forget about running the software of the 


programs of today and tomorrow. Mail-order 
companies such as Dell Computer sell com¬ 
plete 66-MHz Pentium PCs for about $2,000. 

PowerPC chips offer the fastest perfor¬ 
mance you can get on a Mac. Pick the 80- 
MHz or 110-MHz PowerPC if you’re a pro¬ 
fessional graphics artist, but otherwise choose 
the more reasonably priced 60-MHz or 66- 
MHz computers. You can find systems using 
these chips for as little as $2,000. The Pow¬ 
erPC chip really shows its muscle when it’s 
running software specifically written for it, 
but there isn’t very much of that around yet. 
(If a program is written for the PowerPC, it 
will loudly proclaim the fact on its box.) But 



Of the 486DX chips, the 66-MHz 486DX2 offers 
the best combination of price and performance. 


\ future, which will place even greater de- 
j \ mands on the CPU. 

' If you’re shopping for a Mac, you’ll 
see models based on 68040 processors for 
about $1,200 to $1,400. Skip them, too. 
Apple is gradually switching to the PowerPC, 
and that’s the direction in which Macintosh 
software companies are going, too. 

Good speed, nice price 

Lots of PCs occupy the middle of the perfor¬ 
mance range. For around $2,000, you can 
buy a computer with 8 MB of RAM, a 500- 
MB hard disk and one of the 486DX chips. 

Of all the 486DXs, the 66-MHz 486DX2 
offers the best combination of price and per¬ 
formance. PCs with these chips are reliable 
and handle today’s multimedia software with 
ease. But newer software will continue to de¬ 
mand more attention from the processor, 
which will make these PCs seem slow. Most 
66-MHz 486DX2 PCs can get faster with 
processor upgrades, but they’ll never run at 
full Pentium speed. If you need the power, get 
a Pentium now. 

Pentium and PowerPC chips are good 
choices if you do a lot of mathematical calcu¬ 
lations or intensive graphics work. But 
they’re also the computers to pick if you want 
that little hourglass or stopwatch on your 
screen to disappear quickly when you’re sav¬ 
ing a 12-page letter to your dearest friend. 

The fastest Pentiums for desktop comput¬ 
ers use a 90-MHz chip (the new 100-MHz 
chip is more appropriate for a large business 
network). With 8 MB of RAM and a 500-MB 
hard disk, they cost around $2,400. A 66- 
MHz Pentium PC with the same amount of 
memory and just as big a hard disk costs less. 
Sure, it’s noticeably slower, but even so, it’s 
got enough power to let you run the software 


more PowerPC software will soon be avail¬ 
able, and in the meantime, all your old Mac 
programs will run just fine. 

Before you take out your checkbook, make 
sure the price of the computer includes all the 
basics, including the monitor. For example, 
many Mac dealers still quote prices that do 
not include a keyboard or mouse. 

Most computers sold today include some 
free software. Ask if the PC or Mac you’re 
considering comes with an integrated pro¬ 
gram that includes a word processor and 
spreadsheet or some CD-ROM software. 

Also, make sure die manufacturer provides 
good technical support. Toll-free phone help 



AST’s Adventure answers your phi 


that’s available 24 hours a day—weekends, 
too—can save you hours of frustration. A good 
warranty covers your system for three years. 

Shopping for a computer means doing 
some homework. But when you find a great 
computer that will last you for years, you’ll 
be glad you completed the assignment. • 

Robert J. Atkinson is a New York-based writer. 
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Panasonic’s new 





Plain paper 
laser quality printer. 

I The PFC takes up less desk space 
I than an 8 V 2 " x 11 " sheet of paper 
I and gives you a 4PPM page printer 
I with 300 DPI resolution. It's 
I whisper quiet, has 2MB 
I user-definable RAM, and 
I is HP PCL4 compatible. 


i Plain paper 
, personal 
| copier. 

I For convenient copying, 

I the PFC comes with a 
I multi-copy function, auto 
I document feed and crisp 
I 300 DPI resolution output. 


Plain paper tax. 

To fax, simply plug the PFC 
right into your telephone. It comes 
complete with fax/tel auto switch, 
18 page memory* 
(expandable to 
104 pages) and a 
telephone answering 
machine interface. 


Plain to see 
why you should buy one. 

At under $1000, Panasonic's 
PFC prints, faxes, copies...and saves. 
In fact, you won't find a more affordable way 
to get all the office equipment you need. And all 
the office space you need. 


Panasonic 

Office Automation/f = \4'\\ 


For the authorized Panasonic® dealer nearest you call 

1-800-742-8086 

. 1 test chart with standard resolution. 


PFC-HPC 










Got the nagging feeling 
your computer should do more? 



(llai iAXuiks 

Now it can. 


— 


New Claris Works 3.0 software for Windows. 

Relax. Your home computer is capable of a lot more than 
blasting away at alien forces and saving the world from impending 
doom. Get Claris Works® 3.0 and it’ll easily conquer all your 
household tasks, too. 

Claris Works is the indispensable choice because it perfectly 
integrates all the functionality of six software applications— 
word processing, presentations, spreadsheet & charting, data¬ 
base, drawing, and painting—into one streamlined, responsive 
program that get things done fast. Even better, it’s so intuitive 
and easy to use, everyone in the family can pick it up and use it 
right away. So after your kids finish defending the planet, they 
can put a dent in their homework. 

With Claris Works, you can dash off letters and school 
reports. Print envelopes and mailing labels. Update the family 
budget. Design neighborhood newsletters and party invitations. 
Organize lists and recipes. Add colorful drawings and paintings 
to homemade greeting cards, and much more. 


If you need help with a document, let new Claris 
Assistants step in to do the tough part for you. Assistants guide 
you through involved tasks like creating tables, and give expert 
advice on designing newsletters, presentations and more. 
You’ll also find 1 SO push-button “Shortcuts” that simplify 
multistep tasks to a single mouse click. 

And if you need to use your Microsoft Word or WordPerfect, 
Excel or Lotus 1-2-3 files from the office, Claris Works instantly 
opens and saves these formats and many more. 

Don’t let that nagging feeling get the best of you, get 
Claris Works instead—and save your home from an intergalactic 
takeover. See your Claris dealer, or call us to order now. 


Free with your order! 

Buy Claris Works 3.0 before April 30, 1995 and get seven fonts, 
75 clip art images and SofNet’s FaxWorks (a $29 
value for faxing directly from your faxmodem) 
absolutely free! 





Also available for Macintosh. Call for pricing and special offers. 


CLARIS* 


Simply powerful software: 
























the 

shopper’s 



The greatest software 
in the world and 
the fastest chip to run it 
can 7 overcome a 
fuzzy screen. Look here 
for the scoop on 
picking a clear winner. 


by robert j. atkinson 

i t o r s 

You can hook up the world’s greatest amplifier to your stereo, 
but without a pair of top-notch speakers to go with it, you’ll 
never mistake your living room for Carnegie Hall. Similarly, 
you can buy the latest and greatest computer, but unless you 
also have a sharp, clear monitor, you’re going to wonder why 
everybody’s making such a fuss about those “thrilling” video 
clips in multimedia software. Even if multimedia isn’t the 
main reason you use your computer, a good monitor is still im¬ 
portant. Staring at fuzzy text and graphics for a few hours can 
give you one splitting headache. 

If you’ve been using your computer steadily for a few years, 
you may need a new monitor; screen display tends to lose its 
brightness and focus over time. If you’re shopping for a brand- 
new computer, you’ll find that complete packages often in¬ 
clude a no-frills 14-inch monitor that displays grainy images. 

In most cases, when you buy a new computer, the monitor that 
comes with the package is a separate component that can be 
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replaced for an 
additional fee. If 
it’s within your 
budget, it’s worth 
spending a couple 
of hundred dol¬ 
lars more to get a 
monitor with a 
better picture. 

If you’re shop¬ 
ping for a color 
monitor, you’ll 
find lots of mod¬ 
els from which to 
choose for both IBM 
PC-compatibles and 
Macintoshes. (Mono- 
The 17-inch Nanao FlexScan F550iW chrome monitors are 
about as rare these 
days as black-and-white TV sets.) While 
some monitors are designed specifically for a 
PC or Mac, most models today connect to ei¬ 
ther kind of computer, although Mac owners 
may need an extra adapter. Some monitor 
manufacturers offer free adapters, others 
charge as much as $30 for one. 

With so many monitors available, how do 


you decide which one is right for you? The 
monitor-buying tips that follow will ensure 
that you take home a monitor that meets 
your needs. Also, take a look at the charts 
below for a selection of some of the leading 
15- and 17-inch monitors, all of which will 
be easy on your eyes. 

How big is big enough? 

Your first decision is what size monitor, often 
called a display, you need. The most common 
monitor sizes for the home are 14. 15 or 17 
inches. That diagonal measurement repre¬ 
sents the total size of the front of a monitor’s 
glass cathode-ray tube (CRT)—not the total 
size of the image you see. A 15-inch monitor, 
for example, typically has a visible image of 
13.4 to 14 inches diagonally, while a 17-inch 
monitor usually has a viewable area of 
around 15.4 to 16 inches. 

Two inches may not sound as if it would 
make much of a difference, but a 17-inch 
monitor actually gives you about a 28 percent 
bigger picture than a 15-inch display. A 17- 
inch monitor lets you open more windows at 
once and still view them all at a comfortable 
size. For example, you could line up the three 


Monitoring the field: a sampling of what you 11 see as you shop 


15-inch monitors 

ADI MicroScan 4GP 
ADI Systems 

(800) 228-0530, (408) 944-0100 
$490 (estimated street price) 

MAG DX15F 
MAG InnoVision 

(800) 827-3998, (714) 751-2008 
$439 

Nanao FlexScan F340iW 
Nanao USA 

(800) 800-5202, (310) 325-5202 
$676 

NEC MultiSync XE15 
NEC Technologies 

(800) 632-4636, (508) 264-8000 
$575 (estimated street price) 

Nokia Multigraph 449E 
Nokia Display 

(800) 296-6542, (415) 331-0322 
$630 

Sony Multiscan 15sf 
Sony Electronics 

(800) 352-7669 
$569.95 

ViewSonic 15G 
ViewSonic 

(800) 888-8583, (909) 869-7976 
$465 
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Offers many of the features found on more expensive displays for less than $500. It includes 
resolutions up to 1,024 by 768 pixels at 76 Hz and simple digital controls, and it comes with 
a two-year warranty. 

A bargain given its ability to support a 76-Hz refresh rate at resolutions up to 1,024 by 768, 
its digital distortion controls and its Energy Star and MPR II compliance. An LED (light emit¬ 
ting diode) readout shows the resolution you're using. 

It’s not the least expensive 15-inch monitor around, but it has all the trimmings: a 76-Hz 
refresh rate at resolutions up to 1,024 by 768, digital controls, Energy Star and MPR II com¬ 
pliance, controls to adjust color for printouts and distortion correction. 

On-screen controls customize the color, size and position of images. A "plug and play" feature 
optimizes performance upon installation, so you don't have to change settings in your graphics 
driver. It has a 76-Hz refresh rate at a resolution of 1,024 by 768 pixels. 

Boasts one of the brightest images in this category. Includes digital controls, a crisp resolu¬ 
tion of up to 1,024 by 768 pixels at 75 Hz and Energy Star compliance. 


This model uses Sony's Trinitron tube, comes with digital controls and delivers a solid 14- 
inch picture at 76 Hz in resolutions up tol ,024 by 768 pixels. Thrifty shoppers will find excel¬ 
lent discounted prices on this model in larger retail outlets. 

Contains a selection of digital controls, Energy Star and MPR II compliance and a vertical 
refresh rate of 76 Hz in resolutions up to 1,024 by 768 pixels. 


All prices are suggested retail unless otherwise noted. 











most recent copies of your family newsletter 
side by side to pick your favorite page design. 

But before you decide to buy a 17-inch 
monitor, make sure you have enough room 
on your desk to accommodate it. These dis¬ 
plays gobble up space; they measure up to 20 
inches deep and weigh as much as 60 
pounds. Then consider your budget—a good 
price for a high-quality 17-inch model in 
stores or through mail-order houses ranges 
from $800 to about $1,000, but prices are 
often quite a bit higher. 

A 15-inch monitor is a better fit if space is 
at a premium, and it gives you more valuable 
screen real estate than a 14-inch display for 
only a little more money. You can buy a good 
15-inch monitor for about $400 to $800. 

Once you decide what size monitor fits 
your desk and budget, here are some other 
important features to consider: 

Resolution. This refers to the amount of 
image detail you see on screen and is mea¬ 
sured in pixels, or picture elements. Pixels are 
tiny spots of light; all computer images are 
created with pixels. The more of them there 
are, the higher the resolution and the sharper 
images look on screen. 


Today’s monitors support at least 640 by 
480 pixels (you may see this measure referred 
to as VGA, or Video Graphics Array). To run 
Windows programs on a 15-inch monitor, 
you want 800 by 600 pixels (or SVGA, for 
Super Video Graphics Array); for a Mac, you 
want 832 by 624 pixels. (Most DOS pro¬ 
grams run in VGA mode automatically unless 
you install special software.) Clear resolution 
on a 17-inch monitor for a PC with Windows 
or a Mac is 1,024 by 768 pixels. 

Manufacturers usually list the highest reso¬ 
lution a particular monitor can handle, but 
that doesn’t mean it’s the resolution you want 
to use. If you go any higher than the recom¬ 
mended resolutions, you may need a magni¬ 
fying glass to see what’s on screen. As reso¬ 
lution increases, everything you see on screen 
shrinks a little. On a 15-inch monitor set for 
1,024 by 768 pixels, icons, text and every¬ 
thing else appear noticeably smaller than 
they would on a 17-inch monitor running at 
that same resolution, simply because the 
smaller monitor is trying to fit the same 
amount of pixel information into less space. 

To adjust the monitor resolution, choose 
the Setup icon in Windows or the Monitors 


17-inch monitors 


Apple Multiple Scan 17 Display 
Apple Computer 

(800) 538-9696, (408) 996-1010 
$1,069 

IBM 17P 
IBM 

(800) 772-2227 
$1,199 


Features a Sony Trinitron tube, 16-inch viewable screen, Energy Star compliance and a 
72 Hz refresh rate at 1,024 by 768 pixel resolution. It can go up to 1,280 by 1,024 reso¬ 
lution, but only at 60 Hz. 


Supports a refresh rate of 77 Hz in 1,280 by 1,024 resolution and a full 100 Hz at 1,024 
by 768 for a steady and stable image. Features include digital controls, Energy Star 
compliance and a three-year warranty. 


Nanao FlexScan F550iW 
Nanao USA 

(800) 800-5202, (310) 325-5202 


Nanao’s top-of-the-line monitors are well known for quality. This model features a sharp 
image and supports a refresh rate of 80 Hz at 1,024 by 768 resolution. Nanao backs it 
all up with a three-year warranty. 


NEC Multisync XE17 
NEC Technologies 

(800) 632-4636, (508) 264-8000 
$999 (estimated street price) 

Nokia Multigraph 447X 
Nokia Display 

(800) 296-6542, (415) 33,1-0322 
$1,199 


A market leader for many years, NEC has a well-deserved reputation for building reliable, 
durable displays. This model boasts on-screen controls, the same “plug and play” feature 
as its 15-inch counterpart and a maximum 76 Hz refresh rate in 1,024 by 768 mode. 


Despite an above-average price, an excellent choice with a flicker-free 76-Hz refresh 
rate at 1,280 by 1,024 resolution, precise distortion controls and on-screen menus. 


Sony MultiScan 17sf 
Sony Electronics 

(800) 352-7669 
$999 


Includes an active viewing area of 16.1 inches and color controls. It’s Energy Star-com¬ 
pliant and can deliver a 76-Hz refresh rate at 1,024 by 768 pixels. A new case makes it 
less bulky than the company’s previous 17-inch displays. 


Radius PrecisionColor 

Display/17 

Radius 

(800) 227-2795, (408) 434-1010 
$1,299 


Well suited for desktop publishing and graphics work. Its Sony Trinitron tube achieves a 
sharp image at a 75-Hz refresh rate at resolutions up to 1,280 by 1,024 pixels. Digital 
controls include distortion adjustments. 
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icon in the Mac control panel. The graphics 
adapter communicates all the important reso¬ 
lution and 


your moni¬ 
tor won’t be 
ible to dis¬ 
play any image 
at all. Make sure that 
; monitor you’re con¬ 
sidering and the graphics 
adapter in your computer 
both are able to handle the 
same resolutions. If you al¬ 
ready own a computer, look 
in its graphics adapter 
manual, or in your corn¬ 
el puter manual under the 
^ heading Graphics or 
x Video Adapter. If you’re 
buying a brand-new sys¬ 
tem, ask the salesperson. 
Flicker. While we take for 
granted that the image on our screen remains 
the same until we change it, in reality the 
image is constantly being redrawn, or re¬ 
freshed, right before our eyes. If the monitor 



dot pitch, which is the distance, measured in 
millimeters (mm), between any two tiny dots 
of the same colored phosphor (red, green or 
blue) inside the monitor’s glass cathode-ray 
tube. The smaller the distance between dots, 
the sharper the image you’ll see. Look for a 
dot pitch of 0.28 mm or smaller. 

Controls. A monitor’s controls let you 
change the brightness, contrast and size of 
the image, as well as choose variables such as 
how you want the image centered on the 
screen. On more expensive monitors, you may 
also find a degaussing control for dispersing 
electromagnetic interference, which can dis¬ 
tort color, and convergence controls for fine- 
tuning the focus of your image. 

On 15-inch monitors, you typically find a 
mix of analog (dials) and digital (usually 
push-button) controls right under the screen. 
Most 17-inch monitors come with a full 
array of digital controls that also sit under 
the screen. 

Digital controls usually work in conjunc¬ 
tion with a microprocessor chip inside the 
monitor. The main advantage of digital con¬ 
trols is that you can choose and then save 
your display settings. If you’ve ever switched 
from a DOS-based game into Word for Win¬ 
dows and noticed that you suddenly couldn’t 
see the tille bar, you’ll appreciate this abiliiv 


You can look at specifications when you shop for a monitor, 
but in the end you’ve simply got to trust your own eyes. 


doesn’t redraw the screen fast enough, the 
image can flicker, which can cause eyestrain. 

To control flicker, look for a monitor with 
stated resolutions in the non-interlaced mode. 
This means that all horizontal lines are paint¬ 
ed on screen in a single sweep for a steady¬ 
looking image. 

You also want the monitor to refresh the 
picture as fast as possible. The vertical re¬ 
fresh rate tells you the number of times per 
second the screen image is redrawn. A moni¬ 
tor’s vertical refresh rate is represented in Hz 
(hertz). Most people perceive flicker when the 
vertical refresh drops to 60 Hz—that is, 60 
redraws per second—or lower. The Video 
Electronics Standards Association (VESA), 
an industry organization, currently recom¬ 
mends a 75-Hz vertical refresh rate at all 
non-interlaced resolutions from 640 by 480 
pixels up to 1,280 by 1,024 pixels, although 
72 Hz is considered acceptable. Once again, 
be sure that the graphics adapter in your PC 
or Mac can deliver those rates, too (look in 
the manual under Display Modes). 

Dot pitch. The only other technical speci¬ 
fication that really matters is the monitor’s 


to save separate size and position settings for 
DOS and Windows programs. 

On some models, changing settings in¬ 
volves a lot of twiddling dials or pressing one 
button to cycle through adjustment options 
and then another to alter the size or centering 



The 15-inch ViewSonic 15G 
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You’ll have a ball with our hard drives 


Our problem is people 

are always 
forgetting 
we exist. y ou 

see, we make hard drives 
that are A.) easy to installi 
and B.) reliable. So once you’ve experienced 
the initial joy of easy installation, there’s little 
reason to remember us. The disk drive doesn’t 
this is our product crash. There aren’t any 

AND THIS IS WHY IT’S SO 

GOOD. lt has a range of capacities from 210 problems. You’re free to 

— - ---— to 540 MBs, an 

unprecedented i 1 • r* i • i 

three-year & 3V C 3. lllQ WHllC WC 

warranty, and 

‘:Z“. sli P quietly into oblivion. 

It’s even won 

aii the awards Then you can go out and 

pictured below. ^ 

become an avid bowler. 
(Or whatever.) 

jJ; WESTERN DIGITAL CAVIAR The drive for perfection. 



00-568-9272. Fax Back Literature: 1-714-932-4300. Distributor: 1-800-MER1SEL. ©1994 Western Digital Corpt 
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of an image. State-of- 
the-art monitors allow 
you to use on-screen 
menus, such as those 
found on TV sets, to 
change the settings. 

The monitor’s digital 
controls let you roam 
through these menus 
(just as you can mean¬ 
der through a TV’s 
settings with your re¬ 
mote control), and the 
on-screen information 
is clearer than the 
truncated labels on push 
buttons. Some manufacturers 
go one step further and by- The 15-inch N 
pass the buttons on a monitor graph 449E 
altogether. Instead, they let 
you change settings using software they sup¬ 
ply, along with your mouse or keyboard. 

Emissions and energy efficiency. Re¬ 
member how your mother always told you 
not to sit too close to the TV or radiation 
would seep into your brain? Well, it’s im¬ 
practical to sit five or more feet away from 
your monitor, which gives off extremely low 
frequency (ELF) and very low frequency 
(VLF) electromagnetic emissions. Scientists 
are still divided over how harmful these 
emissions are, or if they’re even harmful at 
all. To be safe, choose a monitor that meets 
the Swedish government’s minimum stan¬ 
dard for low emissions, called MPR II, or one 
that complies with an even stricter European 
rating known as TCO. This information is 
usually clearly labeled in ads or 
on the monitors. 

You’re also likely to see a 
green Energy Star logo on many 
new monitors. This indicates 
that the model consumes less 
than 30 watts of power when 
idle, in accord with the Envi¬ 
ronmental Protection Agen- 
/’s standard. So if you or your 
tend to walk away from the 
computer without turning it off, an En¬ 
ergy Star-compliant monitor automatically 
blanks the screen and—after a few minutes— 
begins to wind down from about 100 watts of 
electricity use to less than 10 watts. Al¬ 
though your yearly cost savings will amount 
to only a few dollars, Energy Star compli¬ 
ance can save wear and tear on your moni- 


If you’re buying a new Energy Star com- 
W Z2 *7 puter, it should work with any Energy Star 

WH monitor. If you’re buying a new monitor 
for a computer that doesn’t comply with 
the Energy Star standard, look for models 



|jjj| that include software 
I that powers them down 
I to consume less electrici- I 
I ty, or for models that use 
I less power when a screen 

■ saver pops up. 

Making a choice 

You can pull together a 

■ host of specifications to 
I help you narrow your 
I choices. But in the end, 

base your decision on 
what your own eyes tell 
you. If you’re buying di¬ 
rect from a manufacturer over ] 
the phone, visit a computer 
ia Multi- store first to get a look at the 
monitors you’re considering. ' 
Most monitors come with 
an antiglare coating so you don’t stare back 
at an image of yourself. Look closely to 
make sure that the monitor you like is nei¬ 
ther a reflecting pond nor too dull: It’s best 
to do this against a plain black or white 
background. Is the image bright enough 
compared with the image on other monitors 
of the same size? 

Don’t just look at the pretty pictures the 
computer demo throws up on screen. Ask the 
salesperson to let you see small text in a 
word processing program. Are the letters 
clear and distinct or are there gray areas be¬ 
tween closely spaced text? Look at a spread¬ 
sheet program, too. Are the vertical lines on 
the screen straight or do they bow out to¬ 
ward the edges or curve in toward the center 
of the screen? Are there controls to adjust 
these flaws? 

When you get the monitor home, check it 
out carefully. Unlike most computer hard¬ 
ware, monitors are particularly susceptible 
to minor manufacturing variations. And be¬ 
cause of their sensitive components, they 
can easily be damaged in transport. Plug in 
the monitor and let it warm up for about 30 
minutes, then look closely at a word proces¬ 
sor or spreadsheet screen. If parts of the 
screen appear to be brighter than the rest, or 
if you see discolored areas on what’s sup¬ 
posed to be a completely white background, 
your monitor may have been jostled in tran¬ 
sit. Be sure you get a money-back guarantee 
or a warranty that includes a next-day re¬ 
placement policy before you buy to avoid 
headaches later. 

A monitor truly is your window to the 
world—the world of electronic communica¬ 
tions, exciting multimedia games and every¬ 
day PC activities, such as financial manage¬ 
ment. A good monitor will keep your world 
bright, sharp and clear. • 
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Our World is Grand and Full of Color. 



Picture it on an Amdek monitor! 


Whether your business is “at the office” or with your 
family at home, Amdek can help you and your family 
display the best of our world’s grandeur and dazzling 
color. Amdek introduced the industry’s first PC video 
monitor in 1978 and has been successfully providing dis¬ 
play solutions with crisp, rich images at very competi¬ 
tive prices for over fifteen years. The AM/815E and 
AM/817E color Amdek monitors meet the stringent 
Swedish MPR-II low radiation emission guidelines and 
the VESA DPMS Energy Star power savings standard to 



help protect you and conserve our world’s energy. Am¬ 
dek “Direct” offers great prices, a 30-day “no questions 
asked” money back guarantee, toll-free technical sup¬ 
port, and a standard one year warranty with available 
extended warranty programs. Amdek also has special 
programs for resellers, state and local government, and 
educational and corporate accounts. You will find that 
Amdek “Direct” can deliver the best combination of 
great prices, proven support, and feature rich monitors 
right to your door! Give us a call today. 


* Amdek "Direct" Price 


Amdek Family of Display Products 


To Order Call Toll Free: 

1-800-72-AMDEK 

Call For Volume Discounts 

FAX #:1-800-74-AMDEK 


.:»>3lV10EK 

VALUE THROUGH THE YEARS 
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Your 4-year-old daughter rips the paper off 
the box so fast you wonder why you bothered 
to wrap it. Her face lights up: Fatty Bear’s 
Birthday Surprise, the DOS-based game she’s 
You 're all set been dreaming about for weeks. 

to play She makes the shrink wrap disappear 

your great new even more quickly than the gift wrap; the 

DOS game disks, manual and activity booklet tumble 

when suddenly out and you leave the other presents for 

the screen later. It’s time for fun with 

message hits you: Fatty Bear. You pop the 

Insufficient disk in the drive, take a 

Memory. quick peek in the manual, 

Here are three note the seemingly simple installation in- 

winning structions {phew!) and begin typing the ap- 


discover one nasty little fact about your PC. \ 
It categorizes random access memory , 
(RAM) in different ways, and programs for j 
DOS—still the operating system of choice , 
for games, despite the popularity of Win¬ 
dows—almost always run in only one sec- I 
tion of that memory. This section is 640 
kilobytes (K or KB), and can’t be made big¬ 
ger, no matter how loudly you yell at your 
computer. Even if you have . 
16 or 32 megabytes (MB) 
of RAM, you still get only 
the first 640K of memory 
for most DOS-based programs. 

But according to the manual, Fatty Bear 


not 


strategies to get 

propriate commands. Your daughter hangs 

requires only 550K of RAM. And you 

your game 

on your every keystroke. 

haven’t loaded any other programs that 

up and running. 

But instead of a cuddly bear popping up 

might take up memory, so this problem is a 


on-screen, you get a decidedly uncuddly 

mystery, right? Well, not exactly. A lot of 

by 

message: Out of Memory. “Impossible!” 

elements vie for space in that 640K when¬ 

Jeremy 

you exclaim. “I have 8 megabytes!” 

ever you boot up, or start, your PC, includ¬ 

Schlosberg 

The timing couldn’t be worse for you to 

ing DOS itself and special software called 


1 N C L 

U D E D 


; Rosenthal 























Just as you can solve a battery problem by buying a 
package ofAA’s, you can overcome memory snags. 


drivers that allows you to use, for 
example, your mouse or CD-ROM 
(Il ive. Terminate and Stay Resident 
(TSR) programs, such as anti-virus 
software, also may be nibbling 
away at your memory:, unless you 
remove them, TSRs stay in RAM 
every time you run your computer. 

And you thought nothing could 
be worse than finding out on 
Christmas morning that you don’t 
have batteries to run your kids’ 
new toys! But just as you can 
solve the battery problem by going 
to the store and buying a package 
of AA’s, you can overcome PC 
memory snags without too much 
bother. Before we show you how, 
it helps to know a little more 
about what causes the problem in 
the first place. 


memory problems most likely will 
be caused by having too many 
programs open at once, not by tly¬ 
ing to load a single game. In most 
cases, you can easily solve the 
problem by closing some of your 
programs or file windows. 

You may be beginning to sense 
that memory is one of the murkier 
swamps of techno-gobbledygook 
in the computing universe. But 
knowing the difference between 
upper memory and conventional 
memory is the first step to solving 
your Christmas morning problem 
with Fatty Bear. There are a few 
basic methods that will free up 
more of the 640K block of memo¬ 
ry that your DOS-based games 
need to run. You can create a 
“boot disk,” set up several ways to 


memory manager software. 

Solution 1: Give your 
system the boot 

One of the easiest ways to solve; 
your DOS memory problem is to 
create a boot disk. When you insert 
a boot disk in the A: drive and 
press your computer’s reset button, 
the system will come up, but it will 
bypass your usual startup proce-4 
dure, leaving enough memory free 
to handle your DOS-based games. 

In fact, many memory-intensive! 
games provide a “create boot disk” 
option as part of their installation 

matically create a boot disk for you, 
it may include printed documenta¬ 
tion recommending how you can 


A walk down memory lane 

In the early 1980s, the IBM engi¬ 
neers who designed the PCs that 
became the model for many of 
today’s home computers decided 
that the machine wouldn’t need to 
access more than 1 MB of memo¬ 
ry. Al the time, it was considered 
unlikely that anyone would need 
to use that much memory, so they 
split it at the 640K point. The 
first 640K, used by DOS-based 
programs, is known as conven¬ 
tional memory. The other 384K is 
called upper memory (to find out 
why 1 MB is 1,024K and not 
1,000K, see box at right). Upper 
memory is reserved by the com¬ 
puter for special uses, including 
some basic graphics functions. 

When it became clear that 1 MB 
wasn’t enough, expanded memory 
was born. Today, most PCs use 
extended memory , a more-efficient 
way to add memory. If you have 8 
MB of RAM, 7 MB typically will be 
extended memory. All memory be¬ 
yond 1 MB is mostly helpful to 
newer operating environments, 
such as Windows, and to Windows 
programs; unlike DOS, Windows 
knows how to make use of extend¬ 
ed and expanded memory. If all 
you run are Windows programs or 
you use a Macintosh, your main 
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A byte-sized math lesson: 1,000 = 1,024 


You’re scraping and clawing 
for every last byte of conven¬ 
tional memory to play your 
DOS-based game. Finally you 


free up 550,912 bytes, more, 
you figure, than the 550 kilo¬ 
bytes you need. After all, K is 
short for kilo, kilo usually 
means 1,000, so 550K stands 
for 550,000 bytes, right? So 
how come your stubborn com¬ 


puter still isn’t satisfied? 

The trouble is that in comput¬ 
erese, K actually means the 
number 1,024, because comput¬ 
ers use the base 2, or binary, 
system, not the base 10, or 
decimal, system to which 
we’re accustomed. To 
figure out how many 
bytes you really need to 
satisfy the request for, 
say, 550K, multiply 550 x 
1,024 for a total of 
563,200 bytes. 

Similarly, there are 
1,024K, not 1,000K, in 1 
megabyte (MB). One MB, 
therefore, is 1,048,576 
bytes, which you get by multi¬ 
plying 1,024 by K (the number 
1,024). That’s why the 640K in 
your conventional memory and 
the remaining 384K in upper 
memory add up to 1,024K, or 1 
MB. —J.S. 























Concert. Sonndh System. 



The house lights dim. The spotlight shines. And soon the music 
surrounds you. 

But the concert hall is your desktop, the spotlight on your computer, and the music a spectrum 
of sound emanating from a multimedia speaker system like you’ve never heard before. 

That is the experience awaiting you—with Yamaha’s YST-M10 and new YST-M5 powered 
monitor speakers.. .and the new YST-MSW10 subwoofer. 

Fully shielded compact speakers that deliver unparalleled audio depth, breadth, and quality... 
for PCs and Macs, game systems, portable CD players, and more. The only speakers designed not 
just for PC sound but for music. Real music. 

If you know anything about Yamaha’s award-winning sound technology, don’t just imagine 
what these speakers can do. Demand them. 

Because if you want concert sound from your system, you want a speaker 
system that puts sound in the limelight. And that leaves you with only one choice. 

Yamaha Computer Related Products. 6600 Onmgethorpe Avenue, Buena Park, CA 90620, Telephone: 1-800-333-4442, 

Facsimile: (714) 228-3913 ©1994 by Yamaha Corporation of America. All rights reserved. Yamaha, YST, and the Yamaha logo are 
registered trademarks of Yamaha Corporation of America. All other product names and trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
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The quickest, easiest way to solve a memory problem 
for a single DOS game is to create a boot disk. 


create a boot disk for that game. 

Using an automatic boot disk 
option or following printed instruc¬ 
tions to create a boot disk manual¬ 
ly will solve a memory problem for 
a particular program, but if you 
have a lot of games it may be frus¬ 
trating to keep track of a boot disk 
for each of them. A single, careful¬ 
ly made boot disk should be able to 
do the job for several games just as 
effectively. Follow these steps to 
create your boot disk: 

Step 1. Insert a blank disk in 
the A: drive. If the disk is not for¬ 
matted, type format a: /s at the DOS 
command-line prompt, then hit the 
Enter key. This formats the disk 
and gives it basic information from 
your DOS directory, such as the 
files command.com and io.sys , that 
your computer needs to start up. If 
the disk is already formatted, just 
type sys a: at the DOS command¬ 
line prompt and hit Enter to trans¬ 
fer the basic system information. 

You’ve just created a bare-bones, 
bootable disk. If you use this disk at 
startup, you’ll have lots of memory 
free, but such a no-frills boot won’t 
help if your games require a CD- 
ROM drive, mouse or stereo sound. 

If that’s the case, you have to 
add customized autoexec.bat and 
config.sys files to the boot disk. 
The autoexec.bat file contains the 
commands you want carried out 
when you start your system, such 


as which programs and drivers to 
load; much of the config.sys file 
contains commands that configure, 
or set up, hardware such as mice 
and keyboards. But they both eat 


up free conventional memory, be¬ 
cause the instructions in these files 
tell the computer to load special¬ 
ized software drivers and other ele¬ 
ments that use a chunk of your free 
memory. You want to add only 
enough of this information to let 
you play your games. 

Just remember that you aren’t 
going to do anything to the autoex¬ 
ec.bat and config.sys files on your 
hard disk—you’re making changes 
only to those files on the boot disk. 

Step 2. To create an autoex¬ 
ec.bat file on your boot disk, use 
the DOS Editor; type edit at the 
DOS command-line prompt and hit 
Enter to get there. Choose the File 
option from the DOS Editor main 
menu and select New. Save the 
file—there doesn’t have to be any¬ 
thing in it yet—as a:\autoexec.bat. 

Step 3. Call up your system’s 
autoexec.bat file from within the 
DOS Editor. Select Open from the 
File menu and type c:\autoexec.bat. 

Step 4. Now you’re ready to 
look for and copy instructions from 
the autoexec.bat file on your hard 
disk to the autoexec.bat file on 
your boot disk. Copy the lines list¬ 
ed below to the boot disk’s autoex¬ 
ec.bat file in the same order they 
appear in your autoexec.bat file. 
(The order in your system may dif¬ 
fer from the order in which we list 
the lines below.) 

• Copy the line(s) that have the 
words cd-rom or mscdex (or both) 
to activate your CD-ROM drive. 

• Copy the line(s) with the word 
“mouse” to activate your mouse. 

• You may have to poke around 
to find the lines that activate sound. 
Look for the word sound , blaster, 
audio or voi, copy as many of them 
as you can find to the boot disk. 

• Copy the path command line. 
Paths show the system which di¬ 
rectories to search for executable 
files (the ones that start your pro¬ 
grams); the path command line 
will look something like: 

path c:\ c:\dos; c:\word; c:\123. 

Step 5. Create a config.sys file 
on the boot disk, the same way you 
created an autoexec.bat file. Save 


this file as a:\config.sys. 

Step 6. Call up your system’s 
config.sys file from within the DOS 
Editor. Select Open from the File 
menu and type c:\config.sys. 

Step 7. Make sure these two 
statements sit at the very top of 
the file: 

device=c:\dos\himem.sys 
device=c:\dos\emm386.exe noems (if 


you have a 386 or faster computer). 

Do not copy lines to your boot 
disk’s config.sys file that may trig¬ 
ger other memory eaters. Such lines 
often also begin with the phrase 
device= and include the extension 
.sys or . exe in the file ri :ame (for ex¬ 
ample: device = c:\nav\nav_.sys). 
This loads the virus intercept ca¬ 
pabilities of a program called Nor¬ 
ton AntiVirus. 

Copy to your boot disk’s 
config.sys file any lines from the 
hard disk’s config.sys file that fea¬ 
ture one of the magic words we 
noted when we talked about your 
autoexec.bat file—for example, 
mouse , blaster or a reference to 
your CD-ROM drive. 

Step 8. Create a buffers= 
statement on your boot disk. 
Buffers refer to how much memory 
DOS reserves for transferring in¬ 
formation to and from disks. The 
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386-io-486 Upgrade 
Chip really that good? 
Just askanybody. 


44 


“Simply plug in the Cyrix 486 


“This Cyrix upgrade is easily fitted in 

n, and then the user is up and Cx f 86 , SRx2 


nunr-ilio , oo/r tU u a iJ nun, anu men me user is up ana 

upgrade o a 386 motherboard mrming ^ aU [he old softw ^ re d 386SX upgrade chip 

& A performance data unaffected There fe no leaming cleverly «!oes somethin 

by better than 60%... curve or disruption for the user _ it is which everyone thought 

PC Computing, Nooembc 1993 on ly necessal y t0 g et used tQ (-^g f act 


“True to the company’s word, we found Cyrix’s DRx 2 
an easy upgrade that can deliver a performance boost 
(to your) wheezy old 386.” 



‘Priced at under $300, the upgrade will 
nearly double the performance of that 
creaky old 386SX a few of you still use!’ 


“Cyrixfe clever design makes it possible to upgrade 
nearly any 386 in existence, without hassle or high 
cost...All you need is a fast, affordable upgrade for 
an office of 386s. The Cyrix CX486SRX 2 is it. Just 
plug it into your s386 system and go!’ 


“Cyrix’s solution is simple.You remove the 
existing 386 chip from its socket, plug in 
the Cx486DRx 2 and run some software’.’ 


“Cyrix has developed inexpensive 
upgrade chips for 386-class personal 
computers...and the effect will be like 
dropping a Corvette engine into a 
Ford Escort.. We decided to try one 
of the Cyrix chips.The result was 
impressive...Think about how much 
a small company could save!’ 


impossible...a single¬ 
chip upgrade for 386SX 
machines...” 


“Another potentially interested Cyrix 
customer is the corporate buyer... 
The buyer’s budget can’t handle 20 
new 486-class PCs, and there isn’t 
the time to do motherboard swaps 
on all of them, either. Enter Cyrix 
and the quick-and-easy 40-65 per¬ 
cent performance-boost solution!’ 


“...dropping in a Cyrix Cx486DRx 2 
Upgrade Microprocessor is a quick 
way to really push performance’.’ 


-486 Upgrade 



“...Cyrix gives new life to older 386SX- and 386DX-based computers...This may be 
the best upgrade solution we’ve seen yet for users of older machines who don’l 
to shell out $1,500 or more to move into a new 486-based system.” 


Can’t afford a 486 computer? 
efficiently? Need to keep and utilize 

Good. 



Want to run Windows 
all your current programs? 

To find out which Cyrix® 386- HU teS 
to-486 Upgrade Microprocessor™ you need, check the chart to the left. 

If you need more help, ask your dealer or call us at 1-800-46-CYRIX 
for our free Upgrade Demo Disk. See- the Cyrix 386-to-486 Upgrade 
Microprocessor really is that good. ^ 4 • ■ r 

Now aren’t you glad you asked? 















If you don’t want to juggle boot disks for several 
games, create one all-purpose boot disk. 


general rule is that the more 
buffers there are, the faster your 
system will go, but each buffer 
usually takes up about half a kilo¬ 
byte. Your hard disk config.sys file 
probably comes set as buffers=30 
or maybe a little less. You can 
probably get by with buffers=15 
for some memory savings. 

Step 9. With your boot disk in 
the A: drive, reboot your system, 
either by pressing the computer’s 
reset button or the Ctrl-Alt-Del 
keys at the same time. It should 
boot without a problem. Type 
mem /c /p at the DOS command¬ 
line prompt and hit Enter. You’ll 
see a table with one crucial piece 
of information: a line near the bot¬ 
tom that says “Largest executable 
program size” and then lists a 
number, in kilobytes and bytes. 
That’s how much memory you 
now have to run DOS games. Now 
you can take out the boot disk and 
load the game. 

Solution 2: The more 
configs the merrier 

If you’re a frequent game player 
and you don’t want to go digging 
around for your boot disk every 
time you want to play, consider the 
multiple startup configuration op¬ 
tion. When you set up your system 
with multiple configurations, you 


customize it with one (or more) 
pairs of files that alternate acting as 
your autoexec.bat and config.sys 
files. These files are stored on your 
hard disk, and each configures your 
computer differently. 

In this case, we’re basically talk¬ 
ing about using two different con¬ 
figurations: the one you normally 
use and the one you’re going to 
create just for games. 

Step 1. Go into the DOS Edi¬ 
tor; type edit at the DOS com¬ 
mand-line prompt and hit Enter to 
get there. Create a file on your 
hard disk called autoexec.gam. In 
this file, enter the same lines you’d 
list if you were creating an autoex¬ 
ec.bat file on a boot disk (see solu¬ 
tion 1, step 4). Save the file as 
c:\autoexec.gam. 

Step 2. In the DOS Editor, 
create a file on your hard disk 
called config.gam. In this file, 
enter the same lines you’d list if 
you were creating a file called 
config.sys on a boot disk (see solu¬ 
tion 1, step 7). Now save the file as 
c:\config.gam. 

Step 3. In the DOS Editor, 
you will create a file called 
gameboot.bat. (see below for in¬ 
structions on how to do it). This 
file will tell your PC to boot up 
using either the autoexec.gam 
and config.gam files or your sys- 


shopper’s guide 

Here’s how to get more information on the memory manag¬ 
er software mentioned in this article. 


Memory Commander 

V Communications, 

(800) 444-6073, 

(408) 296-4224 
$99 (DOS) 

Multimedia Cloaking 

Helix Software, 

(800) 451-0551, 

(718) 392-3100 
$39.95 (Windows) 

Netroom 

Helix Software, 

(800) 451-0551, 

(718) 392-3100 
$99 (Windows) 


QEMM 

Quarterdeck Systems, 

(800) 354-3222, 

(310) 392-9851 
$99 (DOS, Windows) 

386Max 

Qualitas, (800) 733-1377, 
(301) 907-6700 
$99 (DOS) 

Note: Before you buy any software, 
check your computer owner's manual to 
determine operating system, micro¬ 
processor, memory and disk space 
Then read the software box or consult a 
salesperson to be sure your computer 
and the program are compatible. All 



tern’s regular autoexec.bat and 
config.sys files. 

Gameboot.bat does this by re¬ 
naming the autoexec.gam and con¬ 
fig.gam files you just created as 
your autoexec.bat and config.sys 
files, so that the computer will use 
them when you boot up to play a 
game. At the same time, it retitles 
your existing autoexec.bat 


file as auto¬ 
exec. reg and 
your config.sys file 
as config.reg, so you 
don’t lose the information that’s in 
them. (You don’t have to use the 
■ reg —for “regular”—extension; 
you can retitle these files auto¬ 
exec, jon or config.amy, or whatev¬ 
er you like.) When you want to for¬ 
get about game-playing and turn 
to workaday tasks such as word 
processing or balancing your 
checkbook, gameboot.bat will au¬ 
tomatically transform autoexec, reg 
and config.reg back into auto¬ 
exec.bat and config.sys , and boot 
up using them. 

To create a gameboot.bat file, 
type the following instructions in 
this order: 


echo off 

c: 

cd\ 

if exist autoexec.gam goto a 
ren autoexec.bat autoexec.gam 
ren autoexec.reg autoexec.bat 
ren config.sys config.gam 
ren config.reg config.sys 
echo Ready for real work! 
goto end 
:a 
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Each kit includes: 



We call it Star Trek: The Next Generation' Computer Accessory Kit. 
But it’s really a computer launching pad. How? 

By transforming any PC into a total Star Trek environment 
that's inspiring for your kids and practical for you. How futuristic! 
For more information or for a retailer near you call 800-999-9989. 

Available nationally al 




Computer Accessory Ki 


COMPUSA » 

irring The Flintstones® ar 




Nickelodeon® are also available. 
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Helpingiittle brains $i>rk better. 1 






For about $100, a memory manager will ensure 
you 11 never see 6 Game Over because of a RAM jam. 


ren autoexec.bat autoexec.reg 
ren autoexec.gam autoexec.bat 
ren config.sys config.reg 
ren config.gam config.sys 
echo Now we can play a game! 

:end 

The term echo refers to the 
words you see on screen after you 
type garheboot. 

To use this file, just type game- 
boot at the DOS command-line 
prompt and hit Enter, and then re¬ 
boot your system, either by pressing 
the reset button or the Ctrl-Alt-Del 
keys at the same time. Use game- 
boot.bat before you start your game 
and again when you’ve finished 
and want to get back to work. 

Solution 3: Master 
your memory 

If you’d simply rather not create a 
boot disk or multiple configura¬ 
tions on your hard drive, 
memory manager soft¬ 
ware can help. Even if 
your memory problem 
doesn’t involve a game, 
this software can come in 
handy. For example, say 
you want to scan pictures 
into your DOS-based 
graphics program; you 
may have a hard time 
freeing up conventional 
memory because you need 
to load driver software for 
your hand scanner, as 
well as other drivers. Pop¬ 
ular memory manager 
programs, such as Memo¬ 
ry Commander, Netroom, 

QEMM and 386Max, cost 
around $100. If you have 
DOS 6.0 or a more recent 
version you can use the 
built-in memory manager 
called MemMaker, but it usually 
frees up less conventional memory 
than the other programs. 

Unlike boot disks and multiple 
configurations, which usually work 
by loading only specific drivers or 
software (such as TSR programs) 
and not loading others at all, these 
managers yank your RAM-eaters 
out of conventional memory and 


relocate them to upper memory— 
that space between 640K and 
1 MB. Memory managers also 
allow DOS to have access to your 
computer’s high memory area, 
which is the first 64K above 1 MB, 
and they can treat extended mem¬ 
ory as expanded memory if a pro¬ 
gram requires it (some games do). 

These programs feature an op¬ 
tion known as automatic optimiza¬ 
tion, which more or less lets the 
software decide the best way to 
free up your memory with little or 
no involvement from you. If you 
like to tinker around on your own, 
most let you choose, for example, 
which parts of DOS— command, 
com or msdos.sys —you want to 
load into upper memory. 

These programs free up varying 
amounts of memory, but some may 
slow down your programs a bit. 


QEMM is known for freeing up the 
maximum amount of memory pos¬ 
sible, while 386Max does a great 
job of keeping your system running 
at top speed. 

Memory manager software 
comes in handy for uses other than 
gaming, too; say, for example, that 
you’re creating a large client listing 
using a text-based DOS database 


and need more than 640K of con¬ 
ventional memory—these pro¬ 
grams will provide it. 

A new product in this category 
is Multimedia Cloaking, which re-, 
quires one of the other memory 
managers to run. Designed specifi-; 
cally for multimedia users, Multi¬ 
media Cloaking replaces the stan¬ 
dard drivers for your CD-ROM 
drive and mouse, among other 
things, with versions that require 
much less conventional memory 
space. And it can even move most 
of these drivers up into extended 
memory to free both conventional 
and upper memory for use by your 
programs and other drivers. 

A new solution that also promis¬ 
es to ease memory woes is the $129 
IBM OS/2 Warp 3 operating sys-j 
tern. When you run DOS-based 
programs on top of OS/2, they will 


each automatically have 655K 
available without any tinkering. ; 

While freeing up extra RAM may 
be a tad more complicated than 
finding a store that sells batteries on 
Christmas Day, the end result will 
be well worth the extra effort. Stick 
with it, and watch the delight in 
your children’s eyes when Fatty 
Bear finally dances by. • 



386Ma.v mulls over system speed; QEMM stretches memory as far as it can. 
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For about $100, a memory manager will ensure 
you'll never see 6 Game Over because of a RAM jam. 


ren autoexec.bat autoexec.reg 
ren autoexec.gam autoexec, bat 
ren config.sys config.reg 
ren config.gam config.sys 
echo Now we can play a garni 
:end 

The term echo refers i 
words you see on screen aft 
type gartieboot. 

To use this file, just type 
boot at the DOS comman 
prompt and hit Enter, and tl 
boot your system, either by p: 
the reset button or the CJl rl-/ 
keys at the same time. Use 
boot, bat before you start you 
and again when you’ve fii 
and want to get back to work 

Solution 3: Mastei 
TP your memory 

If you’d simply rather not cj 
boot disk or multiple conf 
tions on your hard drive, 
memory manager soft¬ 
ware can help. Even if 
your memory problem 
doesn’t involve a game, 
ibis software can come in 
handy. For example, say 
you want to scan pictures 
into your DOS-based 
graphics program; you 
may have a hard time 
freeing up conventional 
memory because you need 
to load driver software for 
your hand scanner, as 
well as other drivers. Pop¬ 
ular memory manager 
programs, such as Memo¬ 
ry Commander, Netroom, 
QEMM and 386Max, cost 
around $100. If you have 
DOS 6.0 or a more recent 
version you can use the 
built-in memory manager 
called MemMaker, but it i 
frees up less conventional n 
than the other programs. 

Unlike boot disks and ir 
configurations, which usual! 
by loading only specific dri 
software (such as TSR pro 
and not loading others at al 
managers yank your RAM 
out of conventional memo 
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relocate them to upper memory— 
that space between 640K and 
1 MR. Memory managers also 
allow DOS to have access to vour 


and need more than 640K of c 
ventional memory—these pro¬ 
grams will provide it. 

A new product in this categc 
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If you don’t already use Serifs PagePlus 
DTP, now’s your chance! For a limited time 
you can get the world’s easiest Desktop 
Publisher FREE! Due to massive customer 
demand, the Serif Free Software Offer has 
been extended and there’s now 250,000 
more FREE copies available... but you need 
to hurry... it can’t last for long! 



PagePlus Intro gives you everything you 
need to get started in DTP FREE. Even a DTP 
newcomer will quickly be designing profes¬ 
sional quality, graphics-packed flyers, 
letterheads and newsletters and getting 
great results on any 
dot-matrix, ink-jet 
or laser printer in 
color or black and 
white. And you’ll 
find out that DTP is 
real fun too! 

What’s the catch? 

There’s no catch! 

PagePlus Intro is 
simply the best 
way to find out 
about DTP and 
once you’ve used 


■its easy 

■ great priut quality 

■ mi color support 

■ mr frames 
■text editor 


■free text 

■ IMPORT Am ROTATE 
TEXT Am HCTURtS 


■TOOLBAR 

■ TRUETYPE SUPPORT 
■OLE ADD-ONS 


PagePlus Intro, the little brother to PagePlus 
3.0, has been designed specifically for those 
new to DTP. We’ve removed the complex, 
ultra-high-end features of PagePlus 3.0 to 
produce a super-friendly and flexible desk¬ 
top publisher. It’s built on the foundations 
that have made PagePlus 3.0 an interna¬ 
tional Best Seller and winner of hundreds of 
world-wide awards and accolades. 


one Serif product you’ll want the rest! 

Join our hundreds of thousands of enthusi¬ 
astic Serif PagePlus customers who are 
already discovering the benefits of Desktop 
Publishing for themselves. Don’t miss out 
on this unique offer for FREE Desktop 
Publishing Software from Serif. Call the 
Toll-Free number right now for your own 
FREE copy of PagePlus Intro! 


cut now mat rb mmpwsmtmi 

24-Hour Toll-Free Order line. Open 7 Days. 
Please Quale Code - FSHPC-I2 

* There is a nawcfundafale $6.95 shipping and admin dxnge. Please have your credft amd isady: Vis 4 MastaCanf Amex and Draw accepted, limit one copy pec househdd. You need Windows 3.1 and 
2Mb RAM. Serif and PagePlus ate trademarks of Serif, Inc Microsoft is a registered trademark and MS Pubfeher is a trademark el Mkrasoft Cap. Al ether trademarks acknowledged. MS hcbtsher has a 
list price of $139. Spend time shopping arnmd mailorder and you may gel it lac around $85. Please mol checks or moneyurders to Serf, PO Bax 803, Nashua NH 03061. [603) 8896650 and fax 
(603) 889-1127. PagePlus bin can be coHeded fee from Serif in Nashua- call lor detds Ihis after is biied to the best 350,0110 US caBecs. Heose dkiw up to 28 days Inc dekiery 






































Now you can get the 
hctedible new Windows 
Desktop Publisher for an 
inbelievable price! It’s 
pie easy way to turn 
(your PC into your 
[personal printing press... 

I Serif PagePlus 3.0 is the 
fiiot new upgrade to our award- 
ivinning Windows publisher that’s taking 
narket by storm. Professional designers love its 
iigh-end power, while beginners find 
basy-to-leam, amazingly flexible desktop publ¬ 
isher. Whether you're on a tight budget, 

She ultimate in ease of use, or need serious 
power features like color separation, full 
totation and precise typographic control, ^ 
ragePlus 3.0 is the DTP for you. 

I Windows Magazine rated ALL the 
bp products and chose PagePlus 2.0 
igainst expensive, tough-to-use high- 
tnd DTPs. New PagePlus 3.0 adds 

power, and helps you get 
tarted fast with designer templates, 
issistants, Interactive Demos and mot 

Choose Intro, Publisher 
Pro level for the right combination of 
power features and help to suit yourself. 

The Seybold Report on DTP (industry gums) 
honored the new upgrade in their Awards for 
Excellence! Tremendous power with a superb, easy tc 
use interface. Check out our awesome reviews to see 
how PagePlus 3.0 leaves other DTPs in the dust! 

PagePlus 3.0 gives you everything in DTP. You’ll 
quickly be designing professional, graphics-packed 
ads, flyers, letterheads, party invites, certificates, 
proposals, and much more. Get great results on your 
own dot-matrix, inkjet or laser printer. Or produce 
full color “Vogue-quality” brochures, packaging and 
ads. And it’s great fun, too - especially our Elvis 
Detector for alerting you to the spirit of the King! 


The easiest DTP 
;Highend power 
Full color support 
Great print quality 
Word-processing 
Full Drawing tools 
Text Effects and Logos 
Mini spreadsheet 
Photo adjustment 
Text/Picture rotation 
jComprehensive import 
Assistants & Demos 
ToolBox & ChangeBar 
Text wrap in & around 
TrueType & OL£ 

rvn dot-matrix. 


Get PagePlus 3.0 for just $99 or try the CD-ROM 
PagePlus 3-0 Publishing Suite with all the Serif OLE 
Add-Ons and DTP Resources for only $199! Includes 
DrawPlus our great drawing program, TablePlus our 
mini-spreadsheet, TypePlus for text effects and logos, 
PhotoPlus for pictures, FontPack fonts and ArtPack clipart. 
Order PagePlus 3.0 today, and prepare to be amazed! 
ICDIUlPLfTE 


See your dealer today, or Call to order 
your copy of new Serif PagePlus 3.0! 

1 - 800 - 697-3743 

Or, Fax your order to 1-800-869-8909 
24-hour Toll-Free Order Lines - Please Quote Code HMPC12 

Note: There is a non-refundable 87.95 shipping and handling charge (US only). Please have your credit can! 

ready: Visa, MasterCard, Amex and Discover accepted. You need Windows 3.1 and at least 2Mb RAM. Serif and 
PagePlus are trademarks of Serif, Inc. All other trademarks acknowledged. Please mail checks and money-orders 
to Serif, Inc. PO Box 803, Nashua NH 03061. (603) 889-8650 and fax (603) 889-1127. PagePlus 3.0 is 899 and the 









































A D I 

Mail merge 
lets you 
prepare 
hundreds of 
personal 
greetings 
fast. Here’s 
how to do it. 


holiday- 

card 

mailings 

made 

simple 

on 

your pc 



holiday-card mailing list and saw more than 150 names. 
With her family commitments, community projects and 
charity work, Judi knew there was no way she’d be able 
to address all those envelopes by hand. 

To save time, Judi fit a fancy italic typeball into her 
trusty electric typewriter, figuring it would be easier to 
type the addresses onto sheets of labels. No such luck. 
The type was pretty, Judi recalls, but “I was a terrible 
typist—I ruined a zillion labels with mistakes.” 

Next, Judi turned to her brand-new computer. While 
poring over the manual for her PFS:First Choice word 
processing software, a feature called mail merge caught 
her eye. It appeared it would enable her to do every¬ 
thing she wanted—and more. Judi created a file in mail 



by 

hillary 

rettig 
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merge and typed in the names and addresses 
from her mailing list. Although it took time, cor¬ 
recting her mistakes on the PC was easy and 
well worth the effort: The list was now stored on 
her computer’s hard drive, where it immediately 
proved its value. Judi used the list to address the 
labels for her holiday-card envelopes. She 
realized she could create another file in mail 
merge, write a letter filled with news of the 
year’s events to include with each card and, be¬ 
fore printing out 150 copies of the same letter, 
personalize each one by merging it with the 
names in her address file. 

This year, Judi’s holiday list has more names 
than ever, but thanks to mail merge she expects 
addressing the 200 or so envelopes to take “a 


couple of hours at the most.” She prints the 
names and addresses on mailing labels for en¬ 
velopes, holiday gifts and other packages, sim¬ 
ply updating the list as necessary all year round. 
Judi is now a mail-merge maven, using the fea¬ 
ture in both her new word processing program, 
WordPerfect, and in a database program called 
Alpha Four. She produces invitations, notices 
and labels for her church, and for her garden, 
library and book clubs. She manages a 4,000- 
name mailing list for an annual charity ball in 
Houston using mail merge, and she used it to 
invite 450 people to her son’s wedding. 

Wedding bells also produced a ringing en¬ 
dorsement of mail merge from Shane Mitchell, a 
New York publishing consultant. When Shane 
was preparing for her big day, she entered the 
names and addresses of all her guests in her 
word processing program, Word for Windows, 
chose an italic font that resembled calligraphy 
and then printed the address list on the en¬ 
velopes for her invitations and thank-you notes. 
“It was a real time-saver,” she says. 

Genealogy buffs get a lot of mileage out of 
mail merge, too. Dick Eastman, chief systems 
operator of the Genealogy Forum on Compu¬ 
Serve, says that the forum’s regulars download 


names and addresses (for a fee) from among the 
80 million stored in the service’s Phone*File 
database, then use mail merge to add those 
names and addresses to form letters requesting 
information on family members in a region or to 
advertise the availability of a book or other ge¬ 
nealogical material covering certain surnames. 

Getting started 

If you have a word processing program, you’ve 
got everything you need for most mail-merge 
operations. But if you want to get fancy—per¬ 
haps create a holiday-card label with Santa 
Claus clip art for your family and one without 
it for business clients—you may need a more 
versatile program. An electronic address book, 
such as Softkey’s Address Book Plus, or a per¬ 
sonal information manager (PIM) easily sorts 
mailing information by categories, such as so¬ 
cial and professional contacts (for more infor¬ 
mation on PIMs, see “Organizing Your Life,” in 
the September issue of HomePC). 

When you want to record and manipulate a 
lot of information—especially numbers such 
as dates, dollar amounts and credit-card pay¬ 
ments—you may need a database program 
such as Lotus Approach, Microsoft Access or 
Claris FileMaker Pro. Databases are powerful 
and give you more options for the kinds of 
lists you can maintain and the ways you can 
print them. You can also combine them with 
other documents created in the database pro¬ 
gram or your word processor. But mail merge 
in a database is a complex process, so you 
may want to try it in a word processor first. 

No matter which program you use, every 
merge consists of three steps—creating your data 
file (say, names and addresses), building your 
form file (the way you’d like the information to 
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WHAT BEST-SELLING TRIVIA GAME 
NOW FEATURES LIVE ACTION VIDEO 
WITH CELEBRITY VOICES, 
FAMOUS FOOTAGE, 

GREAT SPORTS MOMENTS, 
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FEATURES: 
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appear) and merging the two files for printing. 

Let’s say you’re in charge of rounding up 
the guests for your family’s 25th annual re¬ 
union. You want to create an invitation— 
“Come to a party with oodles of Ooglesons at 
Uncle Ollie’s gooseberry farm on January 7th 
at 1 p.m.”—personalize each invite with the 
guest’s name and address the envelopes. 
You’ll be mailing 100 invitations—well within 
the capabilities of a good word processor. 

First you need to create a list that contains 
the basic information for your data files—in 
our example, the names and mailing addresses 
of everyone you’re inviting to the reunion. This 
information must be organized in a specific for¬ 
mat; many programs require the information to 
be entered in table form, typically divided into 
records (all the information pertaining to an in¬ 
dividual) and fields (a single piece of informa¬ 
tion—say, a name, street address, state or zip 
code—in an individual’s record). 

All records in your data file must have the 
same number of fields, but you may leave a 
field blank, such as a person’s birthdate, if that 
information won’t be required in the form file. 
Each program handles records and fields differ¬ 


ent I v: check your software manual for specifics. 
(If you’re copying information for your data file 
from a PIIVI or another program, you’ll have to 
transfer the file in a format your word processor 
will be able to use. Check the programs’ manu¬ 
als for information on file transfers.) 

Once you’ve got all the information in a data 
file, it’s time to work on your form files—in our 
example, we’ll need one for the invitation and 
one for the envelope. Form files, which can be 
designed any way you like—as an invitation or 
as an envelope, for example—will contain all 
the standing text (“Come to a party with oodles 
of Ooglesons...”) and the formatting (the font 
and graphics, such as a picture of your family’s 
crest) that will be repeated on every invitation. 

To unite your data and your form, both files 
must contain special merge information. In 
your data file, you provide this information by 
entering names in the name field, streets in the 
address field and so on. 

In your form file, you typically enter a merge 
code—say, <NAME> after the word “Dear”— 
by choosing the name field from a pull-down 
menu. These codes act as flags that tell the 
software which field of information from your 



Four ways to make sure your mail-merge project delivers 


Your mail-merge project is 
sure to go more smoothly 
if you keep the following 
tips in mind: 

• Proofread all informa¬ 
tion carefully. Remember, 
Aunt Ethel won’t get her 
invitation if you enter a 
wrong number in your 
data file’s address field. 
Worse, if you make a mis¬ 
take in your form file, the 
error will appear on every 
copy of your merged docu¬ 
ment. Take a fine-toothed 
comb to your data and 
form files, and then to the 
final merged documents, 
before you print them. 
You’ll save paper and 
spare yourself the embar¬ 
rassment of sending out 


an incorrect or undeliver¬ 
able document. 

• Check for missing in¬ 
formation. A typo search 
is just the beginning; 
make sure you didn’t omit 
or misplace required 
merge information. For in¬ 
stance, if your form file 
calls for an address, 
check that you haven’t left 
that field blank in your 
data file. 

• Do a practice run be¬ 
fore printing. Proofread¬ 
ing your merged docu¬ 
ments before printing 
helps avoid errors, but 
you’d be surprised how 
easy it is to overlook mis¬ 
takes when you’re read¬ 
ing on-screen. So, before 


committing to expensive 
stationery, print the en¬ 
tire batch on plain paper 
in a practice run. After 
all, even mail-merge ex¬ 
perts’ projects bomb from 
time to time. Either some 
documents don’t print, or 
they all emerge with for¬ 
matting errors or informa¬ 
tion in the wrong place 
(“Dear Cincinnati, OH”). 

• Shrink your fonts for 
a better fit. If you’re try¬ 
ing to merge text onto a 
small area such as a 
mailing label, reduce the 
font size of your form 
document. This will help 
you fit more information 
in the same amount of 
space. — H.R. 
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View detailed street-level maps and quickly locate precise addresses. 


Mary O’Neill’s success relies on her ability to visit her out-of-town 
customers. Automap Streets is the CD-ROM mapping tool created 
for people like Mary and any traveler who can benefit from having 
street-level maps at their fingertips. 

Automap Streets is the highest quality, most affordable street-level 
mapping program available. You can choose from 200+ wide-area 
maps- we cover the entire USA (excluding Alaska). Each map 
provides you with nearly every street in a particular city or group of 
cities, its suburbs, and the surrounding area. 

Its fast, easy-to-use, and saves you time and money. Automap 
Streets takes full advantage of the CD-ROM environment. Work 
right from the CD, or download individual maps onto your laptop 
to take on the road. With initial purchase you get your choice of 
one wide-area map, plus four smaller downtown maps-free! And, 
order additional maps for $30 or less simply by calling Automap 
and 'unlocking' the city or cities of your choice. 

Automap Streets combines quality Etak data-the best in the 
industry- with our sophisticated mapping technology. So Automap 
Streets' maps are up-to-date, easy to read, and rich with details. 


Call 1-800-564-MAPS today to order! 

Or visit your local software store. 

PRODUCT 

PLATFORM 

SRP 

PRICE 

Automap Streets (first map) 

CD-ROM WIN 

-MWH+ 

S3V.+5 

Additional Maps 

CD-ROM WIN 


a® 

Automap Road Atlas 

DOS,WIN, MAC or 

CD-ROM WIN 

d»9+ 


Destination Europe 

Add-On DOS, WIN 

-44+9+ 

$59.95 

Destination Campground 

Add-On WIN 


$59.95 

Destination Golf 

Add-On WIN 

S»9+ 

S1W95 

Destination Ski 

Add-On DOS, WIN 


$19.95 

Automap Pro 

WIN 

wa+ee- 

*99.95 


* Add $5.50 for shipping and handling, plus applicable sales tax. 
Prices good for a limited time only. 


Automap Streets: 

• Is ideal for business trawlers, travel agencies, dAmy drivers, 
dispatchers, sates departments and anyone trying, to find their way 
around town or produce high quality maps m documents. 

• Gives you detailed downtown maps of New York, San Francisco, 
Washington and Chicago in addition to the mde-atca map you choose. 

• Delivers the capability to locate almost arty street, address or intersection 
easily on large viewing arm. 

•Can toam-inon arms of your choice. 

• Canprint dear, detailed maps of arty arm, 

• Links to Autamap Pm Ioptiontd)-add your own sites to street-level maps 
and get database capabilities at street level 

• Compatibk with Automop Road Adas (optional) 

Also from Automap: 

Automap Road Atlas ": The World’s Leading 
Computerized Road Atlas. Quickly and easily plan 
trips between any two points in the U.S. and 
Canada. See maps on-screen or print out colorful, 
detailed maps showing you the quickest, shortest 
or alternative routes to take. 

^ Automap Pro~: Combine extensive database 
capabilities with detailed route planning. Business 
people and travel professionals who manage sales, 
distribution or any geographically related task will 
save time and money by locating their existing 
databases and sales routes on detailed maps. 



^ Automap Destination Series: Low-cosf 
add-ons to your copy of Road Atlas. 

Get detailed information on 
Campgrounds, Golf courses, 

Ski resorts, and Europe. 



AUT9MAP* 

The easiest way to get from here to there. 

Automap, Inc., 1309 114th Ave. SE, Suite 110 


Bellevue, WA 98004 Tel: (206) 455-3552 Fax:(206)455-3667 
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FOR SUCCESS 


data file to merge into your form file. 

If you want to further personalize an invita¬ 
tion, you can use a “conditional” mail merge. 
Let’s say you want to include a special note on 
the invitations going to your seven first cousins 
born in 1972. When you enter the information 
in your data file, create a field for the birth 
year. Then, in your form file, select the 
“if...then” option from your menu and type in 
the records you want to select. In this case, after 
the “if” you’d choose records that list 1972 in 
the birth-year field; after the “then” you’d type 
the statement you want included on those par¬ 
ticular invitations, such as “I can’t wait for the 
cousins of ’72 to get together again!” 

Now you’re ready to merge. Select the merge 
command in your word processing program. In 
our example, you’ll run two mail merges—one 
using the invitation form file and another using 
the envelope form file. The merge usually takes 
a few minutes. When it’s finished, proofread 
your work on screen before printing. 

One of the best parts of mail merge is that 
both your data and form files can be stored to 
use again. When it comes time to invite your 
relatives to the 26th annual family reunion, you 



Pull-down 


your data 
into the 
form file. 


only have to call up these files in your word 
processor and make appropriate additions or 
corrections. For example, you may need to add 
information about newlyweds to your data file 
and change the date and location of the party 
in your invitation form file. Then just merge 
and print the same way you did this year. 

Now, if they could only teach a computer 
how to lick the stamps.... • 

Hillary Rettig is a New York-based writer. 




Jenny and 
Sara 

explored 
France and 
Japan with 
World 
Discovery. 
They didn’t 
go to the 
mall today. 


Learning is fun! 

World Discovery™ is innova¬ 
tive software that teaches world 
geography and facts about politics, 
economics and history. Developed 
by educators for ages 8 - adult, 
parents and kids alike enjoy find¬ 
ing out about countries, cities, 
rivers, mountains and more! 12 
different games make geography 
lively and interesting. Take it from 
an experienced traveler. World 
Discovery lets you explore the 
globe without ever leaving home. 
Call us for information about our 
other award winning reading, 
math, or early learning software 
for PC or MAC. 

1-800-423-1144 

Great Wave 
Software® 
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"ClickBook is a great utility that's 
stunningly easy to use." -pcmagazine,nov.23,199: 




h bookmaker corporation 

11 2470 EL CAMINO REAL • PALO ALTO, CA 94306 
(415) 354-8161 • FAX (415) 856-4734 


ClickBook automatically turns the files created by most Windows programs into 
double-sided booklets and brochures. ClickBook intercepts pages on the way to 
the printer. It automatically reduces and then places pages in the correct order 
for double-sided printing on any laser or ink-jet printer. 

ClickBook is available at CompUSA, Egghead, 

MicroCenter, Fry's Electronics and other leading 
software dealers. OR CALL 800-766-8531 TO ORDER. 
































your kids’ 
SATs for 
them. But it 
can help 
them get a 
higher score, 
pick the 
right school, 
complete 
applications 
and find 
financial aid. 


Whenever Anne Warner 
has a moment to spare, 
she sets off in search 
of the perfect col¬ 
lege. Venturing no farther afield than her 
PC, the Portland, Ore., high-school sopho¬ 
more “visits” campuses all over the coun¬ 
try courtesy of her college-search software 
program and a few clicks of the mouse. 

In Meriden, Conn., George Dietrichsen 


recently helped his daughter, Kristen, 
beat the paper chase. Using a new com¬ 
puterized application service, Kristen 
applied to three schools in a fraction 
of the time it would have taken her to 
apply to each individually. 

Students at the three Chicago public 
high schools where Albert Loving, a retired 
Army colonel and accountant, volunteers 
as a mentor are having an easier time look- 


Your PC 


won’t take 


Illustration by Amy Wassern 
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ing for scholarship money ever since 
Loving purchased a financial-aid 
software package. 

It only stands to reason that a 
generation that grew up playing 
Nintendo games and doing their 
homework on word processors 
should turn to their computers when 
it’s time to look for a college. A 
growing battery of software and on¬ 
line services are making the college 
search—as well as preparing for the 
SATs, applying to schools and look¬ 
ing for financial aid—a lot easier for 
college-bound students and their 
parents. 

Why hit the books? 

Almost anyone who’s been to college 
in the past 30 years remembers 
what it was like poring over the vo¬ 
luminous printed guides to U.S. col¬ 
leges and universities. These days, 
computer-savvy families with col¬ 
lege-bound students are just as likely to congre¬ 
gate in front of a PC to weigh the options. Like 
the books, college-search software provides in¬ 
formation about tuition and housing costs, SAT 
requirements, areas of study and descriptions 
of college life. There’s a big difference, though, 
between looking for a college in a book and 
with a computer. With software such as Think- 
Smart’s College Guide, Lovejoy’s College Coun¬ 
selor and Peterson’s College Selection (and its 
on-line counterpart Peterson’s College Data¬ 
Base on CompuServe), you don’t have to spend 
hours flipping back and forth between an in¬ 
dex, college descriptions and stacks of notes. 
These programs easily help narrow your search 
to the schools that best suit your child’s needs. 

To navigate through any of these programs, 
you simply click on icons that allow you to in- 



CompuServe users can audit a college database. 


dicate what you’re looking for in a school— 
size, location, areas of study and cost—and the 
software rifles through its database to select the 
schools that best fit your specific criteria. 

Paul Catinella, a high-school senior in 
Churchville, Pa., recently used ThinkSmart’s 
College Guide to search for schools in Florida 
and Arizona that cost less than $15,000 a year 
in tuition and offer a biology major, among 
other things. The program found 12 schools 
that met his criteria and provided Paul with a 
detailed profile of each. 

Anne Warner took advantage of a feature in 
Peterson’s College Selection Service that al¬ 
lowed her to choose schools in either urban or 
rural settings. She asked to see private rural 
schools in the northeast with high academic 
standards. The program listed eight colleges in 
New England, most of them Ivy League and 
Seven Sister schools. 

These programs are similar, but each has 
unique features. Lovejoy’s College Counselor, 
for example, uses its multimedia capabilities for 
video tours and snapshots of college campuses. 
ThinkSmart’s College Guide makes it easy to 
compare schools in customized lists. For exam¬ 
ple, you can print out a selection of all the col¬ 
leges that offer a certain major or a tuition list 
for all the schools in your home state. Peter¬ 
son’s College Selection Service has a “why not” 
option that explains why it didn’t include a col¬ 
lege in a selection. This way, you might learn 
that though your child has the grades, his or 
her SAT scores just aren’t high enough for ac- 
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ceptance at a particular school. Peterson’s 
College Selection Service and Think- 
Smart’s College Guide also make it easy to 
customize form letters requesting college 
catalogs and admissions materials. 

Lowering the cost of admissions 

In many households, mailing away for college 
catalogs is a sore subject among kids and their 
parents. In fact, it’s what convinced Jerry Pax¬ 
ton, a computer executive in Concord, Mass., 
to start a new business. “I wanted my son, 
Gregory, to contact a lot of schools,” remem¬ 
bers Paxton, “and I felt like a broken record, 
nagging him all the time to get the letters out.” 
There must be an easier way, decided Paxton, 
who developed IntroApp, a PC-based service 
that requests admissions materials from as 
many as 10 schools for a $5 fee and in turn 
provides the schools with information about 
prospective students. 


E To use the service, your child inserts 
the IntroApp diskette into a computer, 
then follows simple on-screen instructions 
to enter basic information—grades, ex¬ 
tracurricular activities, possible majors—and 
returns the disk in a postage-paid mailer to In¬ 
troApp. The service forwards the information 
to the schools your child selects. Not only does 
the service save students the trouble of writing 
perhaps dozens of inquiry letters to colleges but 
it also provides the schools with detailed infor¬ 
mation they can use to address the specific con¬ 
cerns of potential applicants. For instance, the 
East Tennessee State University admissions of¬ 
fice recently contacted an IntroApp user who 
indicated that she was a member of her high- 
school band and needed financial assistance. 
She learned that scholarships were available for 
students who wished to join the marching band 
and other organizations. 

Before the admissions process begins in 



Economics 101: finding the money to pay the tuition bills 


Computers are a great 
new way to locate finan¬ 
cial aid for your child’s ed¬ 
ucation, but the search 
also requires some good 
old-fashioned common 
sense. Here are some tips 
from Sherwin Block, presi¬ 
dent of Pathfinders, a 
Phoenix-based organiza¬ 
tion that holds corporate- 
sponsored seminars on 
how to find money for col¬ 
lege in Arizona. 

• Check with the human 
resources department 
where you work. Many 
companies sponsor pro¬ 
grams to help pay the tu¬ 
ition costs of their employ¬ 
ees’ children. 

• Explore special-inter¬ 
est scholarships. Is your 
college-bound son or 
daughter a good writer, 
musician, dancer, de¬ 


bater? Ask financial aid of¬ 
ficers at the colleges your 
kids are considering if 
scholarships are available 
based on majors or ex¬ 
tracurricular activities. 
Also, check your local li¬ 
brary for The Encyclopedia 
of Associations. The book 
lists most organizations in 
the United States, 
and often men¬ 
tions scholarships 
groups offer 
based on inter¬ 
ests that reflect 
the individual or¬ 
ganization’s mis¬ 
sion or interests. 

• Don’t rule out 
a sports scholar¬ 
ship just because 
your child isn’t a super¬ 
jock. Many schools are 
eager to attract students 
with better-than-average 


abilities in sports for team 
play and offer financial in¬ 
centives to athletes. 

• Consider work-study 
programs. Colleges usual¬ 
ly maintain lists of em¬ 
ployers with part-time 
jobs for students. 

• Be creative with the 
options your soft¬ 
ware scholarship 
software offers. 
If you use Schol¬ 
arships 101, for 
example, enter 
SAT scores that 
are slightly high¬ 
er than your 
child’s results. 
You might be sur¬ 
prised to learn 
that your child 

will qualify for some good 
scholarships if he or she 
retakes the test and does 
a little better. — S.B. 



Scholarships 101 
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earnest, just about every college-bound 
student experiences a dreaded ritual— 
taking the Scholastic Assessment Test 
(SAT), the standardized exam schools 
as one of the major criteria to evaluate appli¬ 
cants. One way to ease the jitters—and possibly 
improve scores—is to use one of the SAT- 
preparation packages now available on soft¬ 
ware and on-line. 

Practice tests make perfect 

Your Personal Trainer for the SAT is a prepa¬ 
ration regimen that helps kids study for the 
SATs. A pretest assesses your child’s strengths 
and weaknesses, comparing his or her results 
with national averages and the average scores 
of entering freshman at any of 350 colleges you 
choose. The program then suggests strategies to 
improve scores. For instance, it presents a list 
of 250 words that give many SAT takers trou¬ 
ble and lets you print them out as flash cards so 
your child can bone up on them away from the 
computer. The next step is a battery of practice 



Software helps kids drill in problem areas. 

problems, which prepares kids for a second 
practice test to gauge his or her improvement. 

The Princeton Review SAT Computer Diag¬ 
nostic Program is not 
a review course, but a 
dry run for the real 
thing. Four full- 
length, timed mock 
SATs are adapted 
from the practice 
tests the Princeton 
Review uses in its tra¬ 
ditional review cours¬ 
es. A detailed analysis 
at the end of each test 
breaks down your 
child’s results in each 
category, indicating 
strengths and weak- Take a full-length test. 


nesses. That way, your child knows what 
to concentrate on to improve test scores— 
for example, studying sentence structure 
rather than reading comprehension. 

Kaplan Online, sponsored by the nation’s 
largest test-preparation company, now offers 
Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test 
(PSAT) and SAT-prep sessions through Ameri- 



America Online offers SAT review courses. 


ca Online. Your child takes a sample test and is 
then provided with the correct answers and ex¬ 
planations for each question he or she missed. 
Kaplan Online also offers information on ad¬ 
missions and financial aid, as well as bulletin 
boards where students can exchange ideas and 
talk to testing experts. 

Applications software 

With a list of colleges in mind and SAT scores 
on record, the application process begins. Soft¬ 
ware is also making this process easier. More 
than 650 colleges now accept applications from 
CollegeLink, a service that for $35 allows your 
child to apply to up to eight colleges by com¬ 
pleting just a single application on the home 
computer. Many schools that subscribe to Col¬ 
legeLink waive the application fee because they 
want to encourage students to use the service. 
The service in turn encourages students to 
apply to more schools than they otherwise 
would, so CollegeLink gives the schools access 
to a larger pool of students. It also helps col¬ 
leges save money by reducing the cost of data 
entiy into their own computer systems, and ap¬ 
plications arrive in a neat, easy-to-read format. 

To use CollegeLink, your child follows sim¬ 
ple on-screen instructions, first identifying the 
schools to which he or she is applying, and then 
entering the required information, such as 
grades, areas of interest and extracurricular ac¬ 
tivities. Most schools accept a standard essay, 
but if an additional essay is required, the pro¬ 
gram lets the student know and provides space 
for it in the application. The program asks 
questions specific to certain schools such as 
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‘YOU MUST 
BUY THIS... 


one of the few CD-ROM sets I keep on my desk.” 

-John Dvorak, PC Magazine 

"You'll ilie PhoneDisc products." 

said PC World and placed PhoneDisc on its list of 25 CD-ROM gems. 

> use ...the only program to achieve a score in our directory test." 

j - Accounting Technology 

"It's ^ft. C«ituff...We have to admire this collection of residential and business 
addresses and phone numbers." 

- PC Computing 


Top 100 
CD-ROMS 



PC Magazine 
September, 
1994 



PhoneDisc 




PhoneDisc. America's Original Telephone Book on CD-ROM! 


ft Experience the amazing ease of PhoneDisc®, the one 
I and only CD-ROM directory that the experts can’t stop 
t talking about! This outstanding collection of directory 
i listings is the only one to offer instant access to more 
than 91 million businesses and residences nationwide. 
Updated and cross-referenced quarterly, no other CD- 
ROM directory can match PhoneDisc’s accuracy. Only 


PhoneDisc offers powerful, flexible search software for 
DOS, Macintosh and Windows to make your quest for 
old friends or new business contacts incredibly simple. 
And now, PhoneDisc features no limits on exporting 
and printing business listings. Undoubtedly, PhoneDisc 
is the most comprehensive telephone directory of its 
kind! PhoneDisc. Simply the best. 


Business $79 - Over 9.5 million listings with reverse searching by name, address, phone number, business type or six-digit SIC code. 
Residential $79 - Lists 81 million residences on two regional discs! Retrieves names, phone numbers, addresses and zip codes. 
PowerFinder $249 - Over 91 million residential and business listings on five regional discs. Reverse search indexing of all listings. 
ComboPack $ 129 - PhoneDisc Business and Residential directories bundled together. 


International orders, please call (617)639-2900 
Digital Directory Assistance 
6931 Arlington Road, Suite 405, 

Bethesda, MD 20814 


Visit your local PhoneDisc retailer 

or call 1-800-284-8353 to order! 

















“Are you applying for early decision?” or * 
“Are either of your parents alumni of this ( 
school?” When the application is complet¬ 
ed, just mail the disk to CollegeLink in 
Concord, Mass., and the company customizes 
it and generates individual application disks for 
each of the selected schools. CollegeLink re¬ 
turns the package to the student, who then sub¬ 
mits each disk, with an application fee if neces¬ 
sary, to the college. 

George Dietrichsen learned about Col¬ 
legeLink when he was helping his daughter, 
Kristen, apply to colleges. “Kristen wanted to 
apply to five colleges,” he remembers. “We fin¬ 
ished the first application, for Vassar, and it 
looked like we were going to spend every 


e minute of our free time for the next two 
' months doing paperwork.” Three of the 
’ schools to which Kristen applied—includ¬ 
ing Connecticut College, where she is now a 
freshman—accepted applications submitted 
using CollegeLink. “It made the application 
process a lot more enjoyable,” says Dietrichsen. 

You can also apply to many colleges using 
the Common Application Program, sponsored 
by the National Association of Secondary 
School Principals. All 138 schools that partici¬ 
pate in the program accept the same, standard¬ 
ized application, which candidates fill out once, 
copy onto individual diskettes and mail directly 
to the admissions offices. 

So your child has found the college of his or 



Using a PC doesn’t mean you can skip your homework 


Like any tool, the comput¬ 
er’s value to a family ex¬ 
ploring college options de¬ 
pends on how it’s being 
used. Here are some tips 
from college pros on how 
to get the most from your 
computer in the college 
application process. 

• “A computer can pro¬ 
vide a lot of facts about 
colleges, but it doesn’t re¬ 
place doing some inves¬ 
tigative reporting on your 
own,” says Barbara Op- 



penheim, publisher of Uni¬ 
versity Access, a Prince¬ 
ton, N.J.-based newsletter 
for high-school students 
preparing for college. She 
encourages college-bound 
students and their parents 
to talk to as many people 
as possible. 

“Ask anyone you meet 
where they went to col¬ 
lege, what colleges they 
would recommend and 
why they like a particular 
school,” she advises. 


“Then go check out these 
schools on the computer 
to see if they match your 
interests.” 

• Computers are fun 
and make the college 
search easier, but getting 
into the right college still 
requires hard work, notes 
Fran Carney, director of 
guidance for the Mesa, 
Ariz., public schools. 
“Take the search serious¬ 
ly,” advises Carney, who 
uses several software pro¬ 
grams to help students do 
college searches and look 
into financial assistance. 
“Write to colleges for in¬ 
formation and spend some 
time in the library digging 
out information about var¬ 
ious schools and career 
paths.” 

Don’t waste time “fool¬ 
ing around” on the com¬ 
puter, she adds.“Learn 
the programs and use 
them to get as much infor¬ 
mation as you can.” 


• The essay is an impor¬ 
tant part of the college 
application, and students 
shouldn’t delude them¬ 
selves into thinking a 
spell checker will make 
their writing read like 
Shakespeare’s, says Marc 
Troeger, senior assistant 
director of admissions at 
George Washington Uni¬ 
versity in Washington, 
D.C. While a spell checker 
can catch a lot of errors 
in an essay, it can also 
backfire. 

“When we see the word 
‘their’ when ‘there’ is the 
obvious choice,” he says, 
“we know the student just 
ran a spell check and 
didn’t go over the work 
carefully. That looks bad.” 
Troeger’s advice: Check 
your essay very carefully 
before you send it in. For 
better or for worse, your 
essay tells the school a 
lot about the kind of per¬ 
son you are. — S.B. 
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THE NEW STAR WARS- 



1:S: COMINGS DONE R 
THAN VO U Ell IN k. 



1 IT'S HERE. NEW, 'ENHANCED- X'WINIG™ FOR CD-ROM' 'FEATURING 
FULL-VERSION^ .OFrX-WING, IMPERIAL PURSUIT™.AND K-WING”. 
.WITH MORE. REALISTIC.‘SPACECRAFT AND VOICE. PLUS SIX 
NEW -MISSIONS. ’ CALL i-800.-STAR WARS- FOR AVAILABILITY' 









her dreams and has the grades and SAT * 
scores to get in. Now comes the real chal- ( 
lenge—paying for it. Again, your PC can 
be of help. Scholarship 101 has 7,000 list¬ 
ings of aid sources, far more than any other 



Apply to eight colleges at once with CollegeLink. 


product on the market for home use. Even bet¬ 
ter, it’s a whiz at wading through all this data 
and narrowing your search to the sources that 
are most likely to provide assistance for your 
child. You supply such information as your 
child’s career plans, class rank, organization 
memberships and other affiliations and house¬ 
hold income. The program then searches its 
data bank for the sources of financial aid that 


match your profile, provides descriptions, fl 
' dollar amounts, number of scholarships fl 
1 awarded each year, eligibility require- fl 
ments, the due dates for applications and fl 
contact information. Scholarship 101 also fl 
provides a form letter students can print out to fl 
request information and applications. 

Loving uses Scholarship 101 in his volun- I 
teer work helping high-school kids in Chicago B 
public schools find financial aid for college. “I ■ 
can find more possible scholarships in an af- fl 
ternoon using this program than I could pok- fl 
ing around the library for a week. I would jfl 
have been really grateful if home computers fl 
had been around when my son and daughter I 
got ready to go to college.” 

Grateful, yes. After all, a lot of parents re- I 
member lugging around those phone-book-size fl 
college directories and the torturous hours jfl 
spent painstakingly dotting i’s and crossing t’s H 
on a stack of applications until they were just fl 
right. It’s a relief to find they don’t have to re- I 
live that part of the experience with their I 
kids—instead they can conserve their energies I 
for the anxious months down the road when fl 
they’re waiting with their kids for those accep- I 
tance letters to arrive. • 

Steven Brewer is a New York-based writer. 



shopper’s guide 

Here's how to get more information about the 
mentioned in this article. 

CollegeLink 

Enrollment Technologies, (800) 394-0404, 

(50S) 287-0200 

$34.95 (DOS, Macintosh) 

Common Application Program 

National Association of Secondary School 
Principals, (703) 860-0200 
$10 (DOS, Windows, Macintosh) 

IntroApp 

Enrollment Technologies, (800) 394-0404, 
(508) 287-0200 
$5 (DOS, Macintosh) 

Lovejoy’s College Counselor 

InterMedia, (215) 387-0448 
$59.95 (Windows CD-ROM) 

Peterson’s College Selection Service 

Peterson's, (800) 338-3282, (609) 243-9111 
$165 (DOS) 

Princeton Review SAT Computer 
Diagnostic Program 

Lyriq, (800) 433-4464, (203) 250-2070 
$29.95 (DOS, Windows, Macintosh) 


college-related software and on-line services 


Scholarship 101 

Pinnacle Peak Solutions, (800) 883-7512, 

(217) 787-6716 
$69.95 (DOS, Macintosh) 

ThinkSmart’s College Guide 

TES, (800) 925-6853, (914) 356-1485 
$39.95 (Windows) 

Your Personal Trainer for the SAT 

Davidson & Associates, (800) 545-7677, 

(310) 793-0600 
$39.95 (DOS) 

$49.95 (Macintosh) 

On-line services 

Kaplan Interactive Services 

America Online, (800) 827-6364, (703) 448-8700 

Peterson’s College DataBase 

CompuServe, (800) 848-8199, (614) 457-8600 

Note: Before you buy any software, check your computer 
owner’s manual to determine operating system, microprocessor, 
memory and disk space. Then read the software box or consult a 
salesperson to be sure your computer and the program are com¬ 
patible. All prices are suggested or estimated retail. 
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Now you can use your computer 
to draw a smile. 


That's right. You can 
now use your PC to 
jjjjr draw smiles, laughs and 
even hard-to-draw things like 
affection and appreciation. All 
you need is Gift Maker, the new 
software that lets you easily create 
one-of-a-kind, personalized presents 
that draw the most wonderful 
responses no 
matter what 
the occasion— 



birthdays, holidays, school celebra¬ 
tions, or the company picnic. 

Here's how it works: First, pick from 
"over 35 gift items 
”—mugs to mousepads to 
teddy bears and more. Next, start 
designing. Use Gift Maker's 300 
templates, 30 different type¬ 
faces, and 500 graphic images. 

Even include your own photos 
or graphics. When you're finished, 
follow the interactive ordering screen 




that automatically totals the order and 
gives you the choice of 
sending in your com¬ 
puter file directly by 
modem or on disk. Within days, the 
gift you created is on its way back 
to you or to the "gift-getter," 
complete with card and gift wrap. 

So if you're looking for a way to 
create custom gifts guaranteed to 
get them grinning, there's only one 
conclusion to draw: Gift Maker. 


The Easy Way to Create Personalized Gifts 


MIA X 


Je.Gift Maker is a tradems 
















You’ve got Windows. You’ve got software for Windows. 
Now get the best printer for Windows. 




Working hand in hand with Microsoft ’ Lexmark 
has designed the new WinWriter” family to 
work hand in hand with Windows!” 

With the official Microsoft Windows 
Printing System, a WinWriter puts 
printer controls where they belong—right 



on your PC screen for point-and-click simplicity. 

WinWriters also deliver true what- 
you-see-is-what-you-get output. No 
more surprises. No more wasted 
paper. Your WinWriter is designed to effort¬ 
lessly share the processing power of your 














I PC, too. So when you upgrade your computer, it’s 
I x'~'x like upgrading your printer, free. That 
means investment protection is built in. 
Every WinWriter—from the inexpensive inkjet 
| model to the razor-sharp 600 dpi laser—delivers 
I the quality and reliability you expect from 


Lexmark, a former division of IBM. The best way 
to learn more about the best printers for Windows? 
Just call 1800 358-5835. 

Lexm 4 vrk 

Advancing The Art Of Printing 


















BlasterWare. Softwa 
from the makers 






















re for great thinkers 
of great sound. 



Introducing BlasterWare'," 
a new line of interactive CD-ROM 
software from Creative Labs, the 
makers of Sound Blaster " These 
seven titles take multimedia to 
explosive new heights. 


BLASTERWAR 


1 


A Brief History of 
Time, based on the 
NY Times best-seller, 
explores space with 
Professor Stephen 
Hawking. American 
Visions turns the 
works of great artists 
into an interactive 
museum. And The 
Gus series brings 
educational software 

For closet crooners, there’s also a 
karaoke sing-along in ScreenSinger'." 
And the hottest new voice recogni- 


r^T~] So for innovative and 
" affordable multimedia 
HesesI CD-ROMs, look for the 
BlasterWare Logo or call 1-800- 
998-5227 Ext. 112. It’s the best 
thing to happen to the planet since 
the Big Bang. 


CREATIVE’ 


Sof Creative Technology I 


larks are the property of their respective holders. I 


uiries: Creative Labs 1-800-9 


c Creative Technology Ltd., Singapore. TEL: 65-773-0233 FAX: 65-773-0353. 



















Utmi Now, Sound Cards Have Sounded Fiat as a Board. 


Surround Yourself with Vivid 3D 
Sound At Your PC. 

The Vivid 3D Pro™ sound en¬ 
hancement system from NuReality 
adds a new dimension of realism to 
multimedia sound. With patented 
SRSC#)® technology, the 
Vivid 3D 
Pro creates 
amazingly 
lifelike 3D 
sound 
from only 
I 2 speakers! 
The Vivid 3D Pro also incorporates 
a powerful built-in amplifier and 


What’s more, the Vivid 3D Pro gives 
you the full effect of 3D sound from 




m 


sophisticated audio controls that let 
you customize your audio output. 

Compatible with All Sound Boards 
and Applications. 

The Vivid 3D Pro is fully compatible 
with the Sound Blaster/AdLib 

standard and works with all 8- 
bit, 16-bit and wavetable 
sound cards. You can install 
the Vivid 3D Pro in under 5 
minutes without any software. 



ible ■ 

4 



any mono, stereo or encoded audio 
source. And with prices starting 

under $100, 
Vivid 3D 
products fit into 
your budget as eas¬ 
ily as they fit into 
your computer system. To order 
your free* 
demo CD 
or for more 
informa¬ 
tion, call 
NuReality 

at 1-800-501-8086. NuReality, 
2907 Daimler St., Santa Ana, 
California 92705-5810. 
Telephone: 714-442-1081 
Fax:714-852-1059. 



VIVID 3D Pro 




Now available at: 

Babbages 




COM PUSA 


ELEK-TEK 


NuReality 


*This specially recorded CD recreates the experience of Vivid 3D so 
CD player. The demo CD is available for a $5.95 shipping an 
which will be fully credited toward the purchase of a Vivid 3D system. This offer 
applies only to Vivid 3D products purchased direcdy from NuReality. 
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consumer lab 


YOU 

So, you’ve finally decided to buy a new home 
computer. Maybe it was your kids dropping 
hints about what their more technologically ad¬ 
vanced peers were up to that convinced you to 
take the plunge. Or maybe you got tired of run- 


RATE THE PRODUCTS 


a multimedia 486DX2/66-based computer 
with a 540-MB hard disk for the same price? 
What’s more important, available expansion 
slots or available drive bays? Do you need a 
fax/modem? What kind of monitor is best? 
Should it have a 15-inch screen or a 17-inch 
screen? And how are you supposed to know 
the difference? 

For starters, it has more to do with how 

Which PC is the top value? Our jury weighs the evidence is designed 

for use in 

ning out of memory in the middle of your 


game. Or that you’ve expanded your old com¬ 
puter so many times now and can’t believe it’s 
still overloaded. Or was it all the buzz about 
multimedia, and your realization that you can’t 
run today’s software on yesterday’s PC? 


the home than how big the hard drive is or 
what kind of processor the machine has. 
Those technological factors are important, of 
course (for more information on hardware, 
see our PC Buyer’s Guide on page 164), but 
there’s much more to buying a computer 
these days than wading through an array of 
specifications and statistics. 

The right computer should be easy to set 
up and run. It must have top-notch video and 
sound to help you get the most from the mul- 


Whatever your rea¬ 
sons, if you’re buying a 
new computer this hol¬ 
iday season, you’re 
ready to make a major 
investment: $2,000 or 
so for a system that 
will last you through 
the next few years. 
You’re also looking at 
an array of choices that 
sometimes overwhelm 
even the most experi¬ 
enced computer own¬ 
ers, who are as likely 
as anyone to be taken 
aback by the slew of 
manufacturers, models, 
hardware and software 
configurations and 
prices available. Buzz¬ 
words and decisions 
abound. Should you 
get a Pentium 90 ma¬ 
chine with 8 megabytes 
(MB) of RAM and a 
340-MB hard disk, or 
are you better off with 
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timedia experience. And whether you want Lab to test products from the eight remaining 
your computer to give your kids a hand with vendors: Acer America’s AcerAcros; Apple’s 
their homework, allow you to work or rim a Macintosh Performa 578; AST Research’s Ad- 
business from home, or serve as an all-pur- vantage! Adventure 4050d; Compaq’s Pre¬ 
pose family entertainment center, the com- sario CDS 860; Gateway 2000’s Family PC; 

This year’s lineup of home computers is crammed with tools, 
toys and a few features you might not expect. 


puter you buy needs to have the specific fea¬ 
tures that will serve you and your family well 
today and tomorrow. And, all things being 
equal, a computer has to look and feel good if 
you’re going to fully enjoy using it. 



Candyce hooka into the possibilities of multimedia computing. 


To help you zero in on the computer that’s 
right for you, we asked 10 of the top PC 
makers to provide us with the model they ex¬ 
pected to be their best seller among home 
users this holiday season; two manufactur¬ 
ers—Dell and NEC—were unable to deliver 
their products in time for testing. We invited 
10 home computer users into our Consumer 


THE FINAL GRADES 

Our testers ’ overall rankings 


Packard Bell 3.57 


B+ 


IBM 

Acer 

AST 

Compaq 

Micron 

Gateway 


3.35 B+ 

3.34 B+ 

3.24 B 

3.13 B 

3.02 B 

2.94 B 


IBM’s Aptiva 530; Micron’s P90 PCI Familv 
MPC; and Packard Bell’s PB 486 DX2/66 
Multimedia. 

Our testers ranged in experience from 
novices with little home computing experience 
to “experts” who have been using computers at 
home for several years. Five of our testers— 
one novice, one expert and three users who 
rated their computer experience as “aver¬ 
age”—put each of the eight computers through 
their paces. Each tester examined four ma¬ 
chines, and no two testers looked at the same 
set of four. (To get to know our testers a little 
better, turn to page 217.) 

After testers had spent two to three hours 
with each computer, we asked them what they 
liked and didn’t like about the machine. We 
also asked them to estimate what price they’d 
expect to pay for each. Once they’d had a 
close look at all four computers in their group, 
we asked them to compare the different mod¬ 
els, appraising the strengths and weaknesses 
of each. They awarded grades on a scale of A 
through F to each computer, but their com¬ 
ments in interviews and during the tests 
fleshed out their ratings—and gave us a sense 
of the features they liked best. 

This year’s models 

Unlike the stripped-down office computers 
you may have bought in the not-so-distant 
past, this year’s lineup of home computers is 
crammed with tools, toys and even a few fea¬ 
tures you might not expect to find on a PC. 

All the new systems come complete with a 
CD-ROM drive, speakers and a built-in sound 
system. That surprised some of our testers. 
“When I first came here I thought of a com¬ 
puter as something to type reports on,” said 
Candyce Goldstein, a computer user of aver¬ 
age experience. “Speakers and CD-ROMs are 
things I never really thought about purchas¬ 
ing...now, if I were to buy [a computer] I 
would consider these options.” Five out of 
eight computers they looked at had modems 
and supporting software that turns the PC 
into an answering machine. And the model 
from Packard Bell even comes with a built-in 
television connector, allowing you to watch 
TV on your computer screen. 

If you took advantage of that feature, 
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Meet Decembers Consumer Lab testers 


(Top row, l. to r.) 

Bill Albanese, 26, is an insur¬ 
ance underwriter who has been 
using PCs and mainframe com¬ 
puters at his office for about 
eight years. He describes his 
personal computing expertise as 
average. 

Jamie Shebes, 29, manages 
a computer network; maintaining 
PCs is part of his job. He mainly 
uses his home computer—which 
he built himself—to play games 
and do work at home. 

Linda Goodman, 44, is an in¬ 
terior designer who has two 
daughters, ages 6 and 13, and 
a Macintosh LC III computer at 
home. Everyone in the Good¬ 
man family uses the Mac, which 
resides in the playroom. 


a multimedia machine used by 
his entire family for education 
and entertainment. Michael con¬ 
siders himself above average in 
computer experience. 

Candyce Goldstein, 49, is a 

secretary, mom, student and ac¬ 
tress. She plans to buy a new 
PC within the next few months to 
replace her old Commodore 
computer, but she worries about 
buying a machine that will soon 
be “out of date.” 

(Bottom row, 1 to r.) 

Jillian Arrowood, 33, is a 

freelance writer and full-time 
mom who has been using per¬ 
sonal computers for 10 years. 
She’s currently quite satisfied 
with her 486DX2/66-based multi- 
media system. 


computer at home, mainly for 
word processing. When we 
asked him to assess his own 
computer expertise, he did not 
hesitate in his reply. “Below 
average.” 

Marlene Loewy, 33, is an 

administrative assistant who 
has been using PCs at work for 
10 years. She is now shopping 
for her first home computer. 

David Randel, 36, is a pho¬ 
tographer who works in a photo 
store. He uses multimedia Mac¬ 
intosh computers and graphics 
programs both at home and at 
work. 

Victoria Moy, 23, is a field 
engineer. She’s been working 
with computers for five or six 



Michael Barenholtz, 35, is a 

metals trader. He owns two com¬ 
puters at home, one of which is 


Ronald Miller, 52, is a man¬ 
ager for an insurance company. 
He uses a 386-based notebook 


years, and uses her 386-based 
PC at home mainly for word 
processing. 
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tuned in Home Improvement and heard Tim 
Allen joking about more power, you’d know 
the story of today’s multimedia computers in 
a nutshell. To support the multimedia jam¬ 
boree, computers sold for the home today are 
much faster than their predecessors were 
even a year ago, when a 486SX or DX 
processor running at 25 or 33 MHz was typi¬ 
cal home equipment. Today’s machines pack 
a 486DX2/50 processor—or an even more 
advanced chip—and they need it. 

Nevertheless, while Intel, the leading manu¬ 
facturer of PC processor chips, had been pre¬ 
dicting that the powerful Pentium chip, which 
runs much faster than even a DX2/66, would 
be the standard for home PCs by the end of 
1994, it seems that was a bit optimistic. Of the 
eight machines we looked at, only one, the Mi¬ 


cron, is a Pentium-based machine. Computer 
makers say that although they will be offering 
Pentium-based systems in time for the holi¬ 
days, they believe that, at least for now, their 
486DX2-based systems offer enough power 
for most people, at a lower price. 

Our testers seemed to agree, at least for 
the several hours they spent working with the 
machines in our Lab. No one saw a signifi¬ 
cant difference in performance between the 
Pentium- and the 486-based machines they 
looked at. To measure performance, we asked 
our testers to run a multimedia program or 
game on each computer for 20 to 30 minutes 
to get a feel for how it performed, in much 
the same way you can judge the roadworthi¬ 
ness of a car on a test drive. The result? For 
many home users, the difference between a 


Vital statistics: inside eight home computers 


Manufacturer and HomePC Acer America 

model name recommended AcerAcros 


Processor 


486DX2/66 or Pentium 486DX2/66 


Apple Computer AST Research 

Macintosh Advantage! 

Performa 578 Adventure 4050d 

Motorola 68LC40 33-MHz 486DX2/50 


Memory 

8 megabytes (MB) 

8 MB 

8 MB 

8 MB 

Hard disk capacity 

340 MB 

540 MB 

320 MB 

420 MB 

3'4-inch floppy drive 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

5'4-inch floppy drive 

Optional 

No 

No 

No 

No. of drive bays 

5 

4 

3 

3 

No. of available drive 

2 

2 

0 

0 

CD-ROM drive 

Double-speed 

Double-speed 

Double-speed 

Double-speed 

Video 

Super VGA 

Super VGA 

Integrated Macintosh color 
display 

Enhanced VGA 

Monitor 

15-inch, non¬ 
interlaced 

14-inch, non¬ 
interlaced 

14-inch, RGB 

14-inch, non-interlaced 

Modem 

9,600 bps data/ 

14.4 Kbps fax 

2,400 bps data/ 

9,600 bps fax 

2,400 bps data/ 

9,600 bps fax 

14.4 Kbps data/ 

14.4 Kbps fax 

Sound card 

FM synthesis/ 

Sound Blaster- 
compatible 

FM synthesis/ 

Sound Blaster- 
compatible 

Apple proprietary sound 
system 

FM synthesis/ 

compatible 

No. of expansion slots 

5 ISA and 3 PCI 

4 ISA 

1 processor-direct, 

1 communications 

4 ISA 

No. of free expansion 
slots 

3 ISA and 2 PCI 

2 ISA 

1 processor-direct, 

1 communications 

2 ISA 


Speakers 

4 watts 

4 watts 

Info not available 

7 watts 

Answering machine 

Optional 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

TV hookup 

Optional 

No 

No 

No 

Radio hookup 

Optional 

No 

No 

No 

No. of preinstalled 
programs 

10 

12 

15 

29 

Warranty 

3 years 

1 year on site 

1 year 

3 years (1 yr. on-site) 

Technical support 

Toll free, 24 hrs. 

Toll-free, 24 hrs. 

Toll-free, 12 hrs./day’ 

Toll-free, 24 hrs. 

Extras 

Joystick 

None 

Built-in microphone 

99 voice mailboxes 
w/answering machine 

Price 

Under $2,000 

$1,995 

$2,099 

$1,999 


* Less on weekends. ** Monitor not included. Note: Configurations and prices were accurate at press time, but are subject to change at the 
manufacturer's discretion. 





Pentium and a 486DX2/66 isn’t signifi¬ 
cant—our testers, for example, rated the Mi¬ 
cron below several 486-based systems for 


■ 


performance. Perhaps if they had spent time 
directly comparing two machines, one with a 
Pentium, one with a 486DX2/66, but other¬ 
wise equally equipped, they would have no¬ 
ticed more of a difference in performance. 

And while there are scores of statistics 
proving that a high-end Pentium is faster than 
a high-end 486 processor chip, it’s worth re¬ 
membering that the processor is never wholly 
responsible for the speed of a given computer. 
Whatever speed a faster processor gives a PC, 
other parts of the machine, such as the video 
system, the hard disk, RAM and even today’s 
increasingly complex software may affect it. 
So, for all the talk you’ll hear about the speed 



Marlene got some setup practice — she's shopping for her first PC. 


Compaq Computer 

Gateway 2000 

IBM 

Micron 

Presario CDS 860 

Family PC 4DX2/66 

Aptiva 530 

P90PCI 

Family MPC 

486SX2/66 

486DX2/66 

486DX2/66 

Pentium 90 

, 8 MB 

8 MB 

8 MB 

8 MB 

' 340 MB 

425 MB 

424 MB 

420 MB 

‘ Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

; No 

No 

No 

No 

15 

4 

4 

5 

f 2 

1 

2 

2 

Double-speed 

Double-speed 

Double-speed 

Double-speed 

Enhanced VGA 

Enhanced VGA 

Super VGA 

Super VGA 

15-inch, non-interlaced 

14-inch, non-interlaced 

15-inch, non-interlaced 

15-inch, non-interlac 

14.4 Kbps data/ 

2,400 bps data / 

14.4 Kbps data/ 

14.4 Kbps data/ 

14.4 Kbps fax 

9,600 bps fax 

14.4 Kbps fax 

14.4 Kbps fax 

FM synthesis/ 

Sound Blaster- 
compatible 

FM synthesis/ 

Sound Blaster- 
compatible 

Wavetable 

FM synthesis/ 

Sound Blaster- 
compatible 

5 ISA 

5 ISA 

4 ISA 

5 ISA, 3 PCI 

4 ISA 

3 ISA 

2 ISA 

3 ISA, 2 PCI 

1 watt 

10 watts 

30 watts 

4 watts 

Yes 

No : 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

' No 

No 

No 

No 

14 

5 

18 

7 

3 years (1 yr. on-site) . 

3 years 

3 years 

1 year 

Toll-free, 24 hrs. 

Toll-free, 18 hrs./day* 

Toll-free, 24 hrs. 

Toll-free, 14 hrs./day* 

Microphone 

Installation videotape 

Microphone/ 
voice recognition 

Joystick 

$1,899 

$1,999 

$1,899** 

$3,099 


Packard Bell 
PB 486 DX2/66 
Multimedia 

486DX2/66 

8 MB 

540 MB 

Yes 

No 

4 

2 

Double-speed 
Enhanced VGA 

15-inch, non-interlaced 

2,400 bps data/ 

9,600 bps fax 
FM synthesis/ 

Sound Blaster- 
compatible 
3 ISA 

1 ISA 


No 

20' 


1 year on-site 
Toll-free, 24 hrs. 
None 

$2,500 
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and performance of the Pentium, 486DX2s 
still have a lot going for them, and will for 
quite some time. 

Built-in telephone answering machines 
have become fairly common features in com¬ 
puters this season. Style has become more of 
a consideration, too; this year’s machines 
look like they were made for a living room 
rather than a lab. Some PC makers are also 
providing higher-quality speakers. IBM, for 
example, is going all out by throwing in high- 
end sound technology and monster, 30-watt 
speakers that might fool you in a “Memorex” 


Ronald relaxes with Gateway’s installation video in the Consumer Lab. 


test between your computer and home stereo. 

Hardware manufacturers haven’t ignored 
software, either. Almost every computer we ex¬ 
amined had a modified version of Windows to 


help users get started quickly and easily. Most 
have a “welcome center” that pops up on the 
screen when the computer starts up, which 
users can use to set up a printer, take a “guid¬ 
ed tour” of the software loaded on the PC and 
even diagnose operating problems—either 
when they first get ready to use the system, or 
sometime down the road. All the machines 
come with a variety of software programs 
(often called “bundled software”), so users can 
start playing with their new toy as soon as they 
get it running. 

In designing our Lab, we simulated the 

conditions that anyone would I 
face after buying a new com- I 
puter. Each tester received I 
four different factory-packed I 
units; each unpacked the I 
computers and set them up I 
in our labs. Then they spent I 
about half an hour examin- 1 
ing each computer, exploring I 
the installed software as well I 
as any enhancements or cus- I 
tomized setup programs. 

Next, we asked our testers I 
to connect and install a ] 
Canon color ink jet printer to I 
each machine and use it once | 
to ensure that it was con-1 
nected properly. Finally, we i 
asked each tester to pick a 
multimedia program and 1 
run it for 20 to 30 minutes on all four com- 1 
puters in order to get a feel for performance. 9 
Throughout, we asked our testers to evalu- 
ate each computer they examined on a grade 1 


The judges ' scorecards: Consumers grade the computers 

Generally, the testers were happy with the computers they saw, giving no machine an overall grade lower than a B. 


Acer Apple AST 


Gateway 


Micron Packard Bell 


Design 

Documentation 
Ease of installation 
Monitor quality 
Package organization 
Performance 
Software bundle 
Sound quality 
Value 

Overall score 


B+ 

B+ 

B+ 


B+ 

B+ 

B+ 

C+ 

B+ 


3.34 (B+) 


ABB 
B+ B B 

A A B+ 

B+ B+ B 

B+ B+ B+ 

B+ B B+ 

B B+ B+ 

B C+ C+ 

B+ B B 

3.5 (B+) 3.24(B) 3.13(B) 


B B+ 


B+ 


C+ B C+ 

B B+ B 

B B+ B+ 

B B+ B+ 

B B+ B 

B B+ B 

C+ B+ C+ 

B B B 

2.94(B) 3.35 (B+) 3.02(B) 


A 

A 


B+ 

B+ 

B+ 

B+ 

B+ 

B+ 

3.57 (B+) 
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GIVE THE KIDS MORE TO SAY 





ON THEIR NEXT VACATION THAN 
“ARE WE THERE YET?” 




*!ty Children's Alias of the 

n, call 1-800-GAMETEK. 


Ah, the joys of the family 
vacation. The maps. 


youhave The luggage.The 

GUESSED 

DELAWARE’S 

bahb ™ 0 dull and endless 


and Clarke, eat 
your hearts out.) 


NOW AVAILABLE FOR YOUR MPC OR MACINTOSH 

interstate. But instead of just both educational and entertaining, 
complaining, the kids are in the (Also known by the rather hip new 
back seat acting like tour guides. Is computer term “edu-tainment.") 

FIND THE _ 

this a miracle? No, they hou^inT j j^HEH^Continuing in 


must have the Rand McNally 
Children's Atlas of the United 


•LETTHE 

When the exploration KI the^over 

HOUSE. 

you can 


NDTHE ijjfc 

sident’s n 

n c. l - 

ted ovei 


I this theme, 
r over 200 photos 
and animations bring every state 
beautifully rendered to life. Birds sing. Flagsflutter. Hot 
maps you'll never springs gurgle. Landmarks from 
have to fold. Complete, narrated all fifty states appear in animated 
text ofthe Rand McNally Children's scenes, with fully narrated text 
Atlas. And a description of every and digital sound effects. (Lewis 
state s geography, history, famous M C|\|ALLY 

people and points of interest, that is children's atlas ofthe united states 


OF FAST FOOD 
SIGNS. 


ofthe US is 
test your knowledge in any one of 6 
computer games. And, just like 
every other computer game, your 
kids will probably beat you.The 
interactive Rand McNally Children's 
Atlas of the United States. All you 
really need now 
are directions to 
the store. 






























David, a photographer, focuses in on a manual; most of our 
testers said they found the computers' documentation helpful. 


scale (A to F) in a number of categories, in¬ 
cluding design (did the computer look good, 
and was it logically laid out?); documentation 
(how helpful were the manuals for setting up 
and using the computer?); ease of installation 
(was it easy to assemble and use?); monitor 
quality (was the image crisp and clear?); 
package organization (were the components 
packaged to make setup easier?); perfor¬ 
mance (was the computer fast enough?); soft¬ 
ware bundle (was the software that comes 
with the computer interesting and useful?); 
sound quality (how good was the audio pro¬ 
duced by the computer?); and value (given 
everything that comes with the computer, and 
its list price, would you call it a good value?). 

We followed up each test with a detailed 
interview, in which we asked our testers to 
compare and contrast the 
features and fine points of 
the four machines they 
used. We wanted them 
focus on the experience of 
setting up and using the 
computers, rather than 
comparing them to an ab¬ 
stract feature list or set of 
performance statistics. 

Once we collected all the 
grades, we converted them 
into a number scale (A=4, 

B=3, C=2, etc.) in order to 
figure overall averages. 

Those numerical equivalents 
also enabled us to make dis¬ 
tinctions between two seem¬ 
ingly identical grades. For 
example, two computers 
that averaged a 3.2 and a 
2.9 in a given category 
would both receive a B for 


that category, but one ma¬ 
chine clearly did better than 
the other. These distinctions 
are reflected in our reviews. 
For a look at how the ma¬ 
chines fared, see the charts on 
pages 216, 220 and below. 

All the computers our 
testers examined iij the Lab 
impressed them—none rated 
less than a B overall, which 
bodes well for new buyers 
who worry about spending a 
lot of money on a computer 
they may not love. But in the 
final analysis, it was easy to 
find a favorite: Packard 
Bell’s PB 486 DX2/66 Multi- 
media won acclaim from our 
testers for having the best 
documentation (A), the best 
monitor (B+) and, most important, the best 
setup features. Indeed, ease-of-use is such a 
critical factor in buying a home computer 
today, that it made the Packard Bell (which 
earned an A from our group for ease of in¬ 
stallation) the most popular choice. lt You 
don’t have to flip through 40 pages of text to 
find out what you want to know,” said Jamie 
Shebes. “Any Santa’s helper can get this 
computer at 4 a.m. and have it set up by 9 
a.m.” Just the thing to make your family’s 
holiday complete. 

(Reviews begin on page 224. Research as¬ 
sistance for this Lab test was provided by'John 
Catrona, David Galletta, Patrick Gaynor, 
Melissa Gelb, Jennifer Triverio and Sun Ying 
Tam. Additional reporting by Judy Hogan 
and Gary Joyce.) 


AND THE 

WINNERS ARE... 


The top grades in each category 


Design 

Apple 

A 

Documentation 

Packard Bell 

A 

Ease of installation 

Apple 

A 


AST 

A 


Packard Bell 

A 

Monitor quality 

Packard Bell 

B+ 

Package organization 

Apple 

B+ 

Performance 

IBM 

B+ 


Apple 

B+ 


Compaq 

B+ 

Software bundle 

Compaq 

B+ 

Sound quality 

IBM 

B+ 

Value 

Apple 

B+ 
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Please allow 6-8 weeks fc 


‘The charts and graphs allow us to instantly see what money's 
I coming in and where it's going with just a mouseclick. ” 

John: “We’re finally in control of our 
money, because now we know where it’s 
going. There’s never a question of who’s 
spending what or when. The charts and 
graphs tell us exactly how much money 
goes to the groceries, children’s clothing, 

: insurance, you name it—it’s quite an 
I eye opener.” 

Nancy: “We were up and running with 
Quicken right away. Didn’t even open the 
[manual at first. We reconcile our accounts to 
the penny—in just a few minutes. Last year, 



we did the taxes in an hour and a half, then 
used the free time to go to the movies!” 
John: “We’re planning our second 
vacation this year! Quicken showed us 
where we could put the money aside to pay 
for it. It not only helps us determine our 
budget, but tells us how much we can cut 
back and how much extra we have.” 


Organizes finances painlessly 










































that category, but one ma¬ 
chine clearly did better than 
the other. These distinctions 
are reflected in our reviews. 
For a look at how the ma¬ 
chines fared, see the charts on 
216, 220 and below. 

uters our 
in the Lab 
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everything that comes with the compute, — 

its list price, would you call it a good value?). Melissa Ueiu, jauuy.. 

We followed up each test with a detailed Tam. Additional reporting by Judy rtogun 


interview, in which we asked 
compare and contrast the 
features and fine points of 
the four machines they 
used. We wanted them to 
focus on the experience of 
setting up and using the 
computers, rather than 
comparing them to an ab¬ 
stract feature list or set of 
performance statistics. 

Once we collected all the 
grades, we converted them 
into a number scale (A=4, 
B=3, C=2. etc.) in order to 
figure overall averages. 
Those numerical equivalents 
also enabled us to make dis¬ 
tinctions between two seem¬ 
ingly identical grades. For 
example, two computers 
that averaged a 3.2 and a 
2.9 in a given category 
would both receive a B for 


r testers to and Gary Joyce.) 


AND THE WINNERS ARE... 

The top grades in each category 


Design 

Documentation 
Ease of installation 


Monitor quality 
Package organization 
Performance 


Software bundle 
Sound quality 
Value 


Packard Bell 

Apple 

AST 

Packard Bell 

Packard Bell 

Apple 

IBM 

Apple 

Compaq 

Compaq 

IBM 

Apple 
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“Now that we know 
where our money is going, 
were on our way!” 


John: “Before Quicken, doing the finances 
was truly painful. I still remember how 
many boxes full of bills and paperwork we 
I used to have!” 

I Nancy: “Now life is a whole lot easier 

T with all our bank accounts, loans, credit 
i cards and investments together in one place 
mpn Quicken!” 


?~„As 


R ‘The charts and graphs allow us to instantly see what money’s 
ft coming in and where it's going with just a moused ick. ” 

John: “We’re finally in control of our 
money, because now we know where it’s 
going. There’s never a question of who’s 
spending what or when. The charts and 
graphs tell us exactly how much money 
goes to the groceries, children’s clothing, 
insurance, you name it—it’s quite an 
eye opener.” 

Nancy: “We were up and running with 
Quicken right away. Didn’t even open the 
manual at first. We reconcile our accounts to 
the penny—in just a few minutes. Last year, 


“We’re planning our second vacation this year! Quicken showed us how. ” 

John Marshall, freelance videographer, with his wife Nancy, son John Glenn and Whiskers the dog, Austin, Texas. 

John: “Everyone can afford Quicken.” 
Nancy: “We tell our friends you can’t 
afford not to have it. We’re going to get our 
kids going on Quicken the second they have 
a bank account, so they know where their 
money is going from day one. We should 
have been so lucky!” 


“Paying the bills is a piece of cake. Quicken’s checkwriting 
screen looks and works just like our old paper checkbook." 

we did the taxes in an hour and a half, then 
used the free time to go to the movies!” 
John: “We’re planning our second 
vacation this year! Quicken showed us 
where we could put the money aside to pay 
for it. It not only helps us determine our 
budget, but tells us how much we can cut 
back and how much extra we have.” 


,-“"I 

Try Quicken for just $ 9- 
Call 1-800-781-5999 

ext. 810022 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week U.S. & Canada 
No-risk 60-day 
money back 
guarantee 


Organizes finances painlessly. 







































• Acer America AcerAcros 


B+ 


Scorecard 

Highest grade: 
Design: B+ 

Lowest grade: 
Sound quality: C+ 

Specs 

4S6DX2/66, S 
megabytes of 
RAM 540-MB 
hard disk, 
4-watt 
external 
speakers, 
SuperVGA 
video card. 

Software 

12 programs 
included. 


The AcerAcros was originally designed for of¬ 
fice use; to make it cozier for the home, Acer 
now packages it with a dozen software titles, 
telephone answering machine capabilities and 
easy-to-follow installation instructions. 

The computer received high marks from 
our testers across the board—a solid B+ av¬ 
erage—and although it has one of the lowest 
list prices ($1,995) of any machine we 
looked at, when we asked our testers to esti¬ 
mate its price, they put it at the top of the 
scale—that is, they thought it was worth 
more than its $1,995 price tag. 

"You get a lot with it, not just ggj 
the standard [stuff],” said Can- 
considers 

herself an “average” user. 

All four of the testers who y* 
spLnt some time with this ma¬ 
chine thought it had a good mix 
of home software titles, and the\ * 

appreciated its stylish design, die 
category in which it netted its highest grade 
(B+). They also doled out high marks for 
performance to this 486-based machine, 
giving it a better overall grade than, for ex- 


“You get a lot with it, not just the standard 

[stuff]’' —Candyce Goldstein 

ample. Micron’s Pentium-based computer. 

Testers also appreciated finding a large 
cardboard placard of step-by-step setup in- 


Out Of Box.. 


liked most of the components on this com¬ 
puter, the speakers struck a sour note with 
just about everyone. While this machine won 
B+ ratings in almost all other categories, our 




*1 


■HIP? 


H 





testers gave it a C+ for sound quality. 

Two of the testers were annoyed by the 
way the monitor was packed—when you 
open the box, the monitor 
stand is upside down at the j 
top. Now, this may seem like j 
a trivial matter, but it’s the j 
little things that count, espe¬ 
cially for those who have little computing 
experience. 

“The only trouble I had was with the 
monitor stand,” said Candyce. "I thought the 
box was upside down so I turned it around,” 
added an exasperated Jillian Arrowood. 

In the end, however, everyone who exam¬ 
ined the Acros said it was easy to set up and 
use, and, overall, it landed squarely in the 
middle of the pack. 

Software: America Online, Epic Pinball, Fax Software, 

Internet Software, Math Blaster, Microsoft (MS) Encarta, MS 
Golf, MS Productivity Pack, MS Sound Clip, MS Works, 

Prodigy, Quicken. 


..And Into Action! 


Acer makes setup clear right from the start. 

structions at the top of the shipping box. 
And everyone agreed the connections for 
each component were clearly marked, 
which helped make the installation rela¬ 
tively easy. 

On the other hand, although our testers 
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The Pros: Go head to head against 
them, or step into the shoes of 9 different 
featured pros. Listen to their tips. 
Learn about their greatest moments. 


The 486 Technology: The new Target Arc” 

and control ball spin before you swing. 

A snap-around view, mutiple camera angles, 

the most realistic golf simulation ever. 




The Swings: Each pro was filmed then digitized into 
the game. Drives, fairway irons, chips, sandblasts and putts 
are seamlessly overlayed onto majestic TPC courses. 



You're paired with Stadler, tiying to catch Kite on the back 
and have a shot at a PGA TOUR* victoiy. PGA TOUR* Golf 486 


s\ 

SPORTS. 



is tournament play. But stroke, match, and 



challenging of the famous TPC courses: 
Sawgrass, Summerlin and River Highlands. 
Constructed from the actual blueprints, the 
courses are so real that players can actually 
feel the different course personalities. 



























• Apple Macintosh Performa 578 


B+ 


Scorecard 

Highest grade: 
Ease of installa¬ 
tion; design: A 

Lowest grade: 
Sound quality: B 

Specs 

An all-in-one 
Macintosh 
based on the 
Motorola 
6SLC40 33- 
MHz processor, 
8 megabytes of 
RAM, 320-MB 
hard disk, inter¬ 
nal speakers, 
integrated color 
display. 

Software 

15 programs 
included. 


Our testers loved the Apple Performa 578 be¬ 
cause it’s easy to set up, it’s fast and it has a 
helpful manual. They deemed it a great value 
and ranked the machine second-best overall. 
The problem is that what some of them 
didn’t love is impossible for Apple to change: 
The Performa is a Macintosh. 

“I tided out the Macintosh for one rea¬ 
son—I’m a groomed Windows user,’’ said ex¬ 
perienced user Michael Barenholtz. Still, even 
he acknowledged that his attitude has less to 
do with facts than familiarity. “I wouldn’t 
buy a Mac,” he continued, “hut...it’s not a 
question of not liking it, it’s a question 
of not being used to it.” U 

Countered David Handel, an 
avowed Macintosh enthusiast, “1 
still wonder why anyone would buy a 
PC-compatible when they could buy a Mac. I 
have always been attracted to Macs because 
they’re so easy to use. All I had to do was 
plug it in.” 

The battle among computer users over 



“Macs are so easy to use. All I had to do was plug 

it in. ” —David Randel 




machine. The Mac took top honors 

for design (A). “I’d like that in my home, it’s 

one piece of furniture,” said Jillian. 

Installation was made simpler by the step- 
by-step setup instructions packed at the top 
of the box. “You see i 
it right away and , 
there aren’t a lot of i 


which is “better,” a PC running Windows or 
a Macintosh, is the high-tech equivalent of 
the Hundred Years’ War, so we selected a 
balanced mix of five testers—two PC users, 
two Mac users and a novice—to examine the 
Performa. All five liked Apple’s interface, 
but how it rated compared to Windows de¬ 
pended on whether they’d used Macs in the 
past. "It’s a different world, but once you use 
it, it’s OK,” said Jillian Arrowood, an “aver¬ 
age” PC user. “This was difficult for me be¬ 
cause I’m so PC-oriented.” 

The Performa is a one-piece computer, 
willi the monitor mounted on top of the main 
processor unit and the speakers built into the 


steps to it, said 
Michael. 

All of the testers 
who used the Performa said it was quick on 
its feet (B+ for performance), but sever¬ 
al testers complained about the lack 
of tone controls on the computer’s g 
built-in speakers (most external speak- 1 
ers have such controls). The 
Performa received its 


4S 

^ GOOD NEWS 


i • Easy to assemble 

* Easy to use 

• It’s a Macintosh! 

m 

• BAD NEWS 

W 

• Few options for expansion 

• Poor sound 

• It’s a Macintosh... 



Overall, though, our testers liked setting 
up and using the Performa, and it impressed 
everyone with its sleek design and elegant 
ease of use. For people interested in a Macin¬ 
tosh, this one proved to be a winner. 

Software: America Online, American Heritage Dictionary 
3rd Edition, At Ease, Best of Homeworks Templates, Claris 
Works 2.0, Click Art Performa Collection, Dinosaurs-CD, The 
New Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia CD, Macintosh PC 
Exchange 1.03, Mario Teaches Typing 1.0, Quicken 4.0, 
Spectre Challenger, Super Munchers, Wacky Jack's CD 
Game Show, 1993 Time Magazine Almanac-CD. 
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This is how Mommy and Daddy 
talk to our computer 



I have my own line 



Introducing Comfy - 
the innovative educational way to 
introduce your preschooler to your 
computer 

If your child is 2 to 6 years old and you own a PC, then you have 
the beginning of a unique educational experience. Now all you 
need is Comfy, the first integrated hardware/software package 
designed specifically for preschoolers. 

Featured on Good Morning America and The Today Show, 

Comfy lets your child actually direct interactive, animated 
ComfyLand movies using a revolutionary keyboard - controlling 
the story sequence, influencing various story elements and even 
calling the characters! For 2 to 3 years olds, this is a colorful 
introduction to basic computer skills. For 4 to 6 years olds, 
Comfy is a fun, stimulating learning experience that can be 
enjoyed without parental supervision. And for you, Comfy is a 
serious educational system that improves your child's motor 
skills, enriches vocabulary and teaches basic social values, and 
lots more. There's even a special evaluation feature that 
describes your child's performance! 

To get your kids into Comfy, visit your nearest 
computer, consumer electronic, or toy store 
or call our toll free number. 



Call: 1-800-99-COMFY 

Comfy Interactive Movies Inc. 

1556 Halford Avenue, Suite # 202 Santa Clara, CA 95051-2694 























• AST Advantage! Adventure 4050d 



Scorecard 

Highest grade: 
Ease of installa¬ 
tion: A 

Lowest grade: 
Sound quality: 


Software 

29 programs 


way they deem appropriate, rather 
than the way you deem appropri¬ 
ate,” Michael said. 

Like most of the other computers our 
testers saw, the AST has a “welcome center” 
that helps new users as soon as the comput¬ 
er is turned on. But not everyone was im¬ 
pressed with AST’s version. “I had trouble 
getting out of the ‘Getting Started’ section,” 
said Candyce. She also had a hard time nav¬ 
igating Windows because of the way AST 
had set it up. On the other hand, David 
Randel, our avowed Macintosh enthusiast, 
thought the AST was great. “Once you get it 
up and running, they give you a guided 
tour,” he said. “It’s the nicest help [feature] 
I’ve seen so far.” 

Several users criticized what they 
said was a lack of expandability. 
Mostly because of its all-in-one de¬ 
sign, the AST has no free drive bays, 
preventing you from adding an external 
5!4-inch floppy drive or a backup tape drive 
down the road. But others weren’t bothered 
by the omission. “If you want a compact 
The AST Advantage Adventure is an easy-to- unit that you can send away with your kid 
use, all-in-one 486-based computer that to school, this is [it],” Michael said. “I 
comes with a generous selection of 29 soft- think the machine is designed for a real 
ware programs and 

a built-in telephone ‘ fj' y OU want a compact unit that you can send with 

answering system. 

These all-in- your kid to school, this is [it]. —Michael Barenholtz 

one setups are won¬ 
derful,” said experienced computer user 
Michael Barenholtz. “Three or four plugs and 
you’re ready to rock and roll. Start fooling 
around with the programs and get to the 
manuals later.” 

This computer has one of the lowest prices 
($1,999) of the models we looked at, and it 
comes with a built-in 14-inch monitor and a 
14.4bps fax/data modem that doubles as 
your home telephone answering system. 

Some of our testers appreciated the extended 
answering capabilities, but others were less 
impressed. “My use of the computer isn’t as a 
phone center,” explained Candyce Goldstein. 

Most of the software shipped with the Ad¬ 
vantage Adventure is installed on the hard 
drive. That’s not unusual—many manufac¬ 
turers load at least some of the software they 
ship with their PCs onto the hard disk. But 
it’s a practice that clearly annoys some users, 
who feel that it unnecessarily clutters the 
hard disk with software they don’t want; in 
AST’s case, that’s almost 30 programs. To 
make matters worse, those programs are or¬ 
ganized in a way that didn’t please all our 
testers, who would rather customize their 
files themselves. 

“The only thing I don’t like about this is 
that the programs are clustered together the 


novice, someone who really doesn’t know 
their way around the PC.” 

Overall, our testers liked this computer be¬ 
cause it was easy to set up, install and use. If 
fewer software titles had been loaded onto 
the hard drive, this machine, which ranked 
fifth in our ratings, would have done better. 

Software: America Online, AST Multimedia Experience, 
Banners, CompuServe, Contact Manager, Delrina WinFax Lite, 
Diary, Graphics Manager, Greeting Cards, Home Inventory, 
ImagiNation Network, Investment Calculator, Loan Calculator, 
Lotus Organizer, Math Card, Microsoft (MS) Cinemania, MS 
Encarta, MS Entertainment Pack, MS Golf, MS Works for 
Multimedia, Name Tags, Notices, Phone Center, 

Photographies, Prodigy, Cuicken for Windows, Savings 
Calculator, Vehicle Maintenance, 800 Phonebook Directory. 


t GOOD NEWS 

• All-in-one design 

• Software ‘welcome center’ 

• Lots of software titles 


BAD NEWS 

• Few options for expansion 

• Software overload 

• Poor speakers 
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f 500 years after his death, Leonardo Da Vinci is j 
jetting his best reviews. Actually, the reviews are I 
or an amazing new CD-ROM called Leonardo the jj 
n ventor. It’s produced by Future Vision Multimedia, | 
ind the critics and public are raving about it. I 
Ml it takes is one look to see what the excite- |g 
pent is about. 

You'll find, thanks to the magic of multimedia M 
md 3-D animation, Leonardo and his incredible S 
mentions spring to life before your eyes.The 
lying machine, weapons of wap suspension 
ridge, even the drum machine are transformed 
jy highly sophisticated animation into reality, 


LEONARDO 



500 years after they were first conceived. 

And Leonardo is interactive, so you can 
decide which inventions you want demon¬ 
strated. Or you can view Leonardo’s 
P? biography, a timeline of his life or just play a 
jjgjgj game. It's entertainment and education for 
KL ' the whole family. 

ffijf But don't take the critics' word for it, let 
your family experience the fun, excit ement and 
wonder of Leonardo. Then you can 
go out and rave about ft yourself. 

Visit your local retailer; or call our I 
24-hour hot line at (800) 472-8777 f 


© 1994 Future Vision Multimedia, Ir 
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• Compaq Presario CDS 860 


Scorecard 

Highest grade: 
Software bundle: 


Lowest grade: 
Sound quality: C+ 

Specs 

486SX2/66, 

8 megabytes of 
RAM, diO-MB 
hard disk, 
1-watt 
external 
speakers, 
enhanced VGA 
video card. 


Software 

14 programs 


When it was introduced last May, the Com¬ 
paq Presario CDS 860 was a groundbreaker. 
One of the first multimedia computers de¬ 
signed specifically for home users, it sported 
such innovative features as a built- - — 
in answering machine and 24-hour, 
toll-free technical support. 

Compaq introduced its new line, 
the 900 series, in September, but the 
company expects to be shipping the 
860s well into the new year. And 
even though the other machines in 
our Lab tests came out after the 
Presario, the Compaq machine held 
its own. “I was glad to see they in¬ 
cluded so much stuff with this com¬ 
puter,” said Ronald Miller. 

Some people didn’t care for the 
Compaq’s mini-tower design, how 
ever—all the other machines our 
testers looked at are flat desktop 
units. “The thing about the 
mini-tower is that it’s odd look¬ 
ing,” said Lilian Arrowood. “Is it supposed to 
be on the desk or the floor? I don’t know. It 
wouldn’t fit on my computer furniture.” 

Most of those who examined the Presario 
liked TabWorks, an alternative to the Win- 

“I was glad to see they included so 
with this computer. " —Ronald Miller 

dows Program Manager that is made by 
Xerox and which Compaq installs on the Pre- 
sario’s hard disk. TabWorks organizes pro¬ 
grams into “pages” in a graphical “book.” 
While all our testers said they would need 
get familiar with the system, 
they appreciated 
Compaq’s ef¬ 


fort to make the Presario easier to use by in- j 
eluding the program. 

Unfortunately, no one liked the way in 
which Compaq put the software on the ma¬ 
chine in the first place. Instead of simply 1 
installing the programs, Compaq compress- I 
es the software on the computer’s hard | 
--_ drive; when you turn on the com- j 




puter for the first time, it begins a 30- 
minute unpacking process during which all 
the programs, some of which you may not 
even want, are installed. “I turned it on and 
boom, it kept running and I had nothing to 
tell me how long it was 

much Stuff g° in g t0 take/’ sai d 

lian. “I’m so impatient, I 
can’t wait to get into a 
computer. I think it took 
over a half hour to load the programs.” 

Despite that lengthy installation process, ! 
our testers liked the Presario overall, giving it 
noticeably high marks for its software selec-j 
tion, ease of use and performance (all B+). i 

Software: America Online, Compaq Welcome Center, 
CompuServe, Control Center, Crayola Art Studio, Delrina 1 
WinFAX Lite, Learning Center, Mayo Clinic Family Healthbook-1 
CD, Microsoft (MS) Encarta-CD, MS Entertainment Pack, MS 
Works for Windows-CD, Prodigy, Quicken for Windows-SE, j 
TabWorks. 


GOOD NEWS 

• TabWorks organizer 

• Telephone-answering system 

• Attractive software selection 


BAD NEWS 

• Awkward mini-tower unit 

• Lengthy software installation 
process 

• Poor speakers 
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Mom, why is 
the video on 
the computer so 

TINY ? An' how 
come it's 
so weird and 

JERKY ’ 


RealMagic” is multimedia now! Add the 
RealMagic card to your system for the 
incredible realism of smooth screen-filling, 
full-motion video and 16-bit audio. MPEG 
is the powerful new digital video and audio 
standard that puts the “real” in RealMagic. 

Enter the exciting new world of 
interactive MPEG CD-ROMs including 

RealMagic is available at: 

COMPUSA COMPUTER^ jftj^ 





1 - 800 - 845-8086 


movies, games, educational titles, music 
videos and more. RealMagic is available 
as an MPEG playback card or a complete 
multimedia upgrade kit. Anything less 
is history. Get RealMagic 





















• Gateway 2000 Family PC 


Scorecard 

Highest grade: 
Monitor quality 
and performance: 

B 

Lowest grade: 
Documentation 
and sound quality: 

C+ 

Specs 

4S6DX2/66, 8 
megabytes of 
RAM, 425-MB 
hard disk, 
10-watt 
external 
speakers, 
enhanced VGA 
video card. 

Software 

5 programs 
included. 


Gateway 2000 sells its computers direct to 
consumers by mail. The company changes the 
setup of its computers frequent¬ 
ly, so what may be a “stock” . 
computer in a magazine ad this 
month could be a special-order 
machine two months later. 

Almost to prove that point, 

Gateway changed the configura¬ 
tion of the Family PC 4DX2/66 
between the time 
they shipped 
their test mod- H 
els to us and H 
the time this 
article went to 


press. 

The model HbI 

we tested is a 
slightly modi¬ 
fied version of the busi¬ 
ness computers that are 
Gateway’s stock in trade, with few enhance¬ 
ments to make the hardware installation easi¬ 
er for the home user. Our testers gave it a B, 
I lie lowest overall average grade of the com- 


spedfic. ” —Jamie Shebes 



fan, David Randel. “I don’t have the patience. 
I want to get it up and running, and up and 
running now. I will read all the tips after I 
have it set up.” 

Indeed, the biggest problem testers had 
with this Gateway machine was 
j that little had been done to make 
it easier for home users to even 
get started. “It was very confus¬ 
ing, I didn’t know what book to 
go to,” complained novice user 
Ronald Miller. “There were 
books all over the place,” he 
said as he shuf- 
A A®j fled through the 
| stack of 10 man- 
ls, which re¬ 
ceived a C+ aver- 
ide from 


testers. 

Like most of J 
the computers we 
tested, the Family 
PC comes equip¬ 
ped with a software “welcome center” that 
introduces new users to different aspects of 
the computer’s operation and gives a guided 
tour through some of the software titles that 
ship with the machine. Most novice users ap¬ 
preciated the on-screen help, but 
“I liked the documentation. It was very not everyone found the Family 

PG easy to set up in the first 
place. Marlene Loewy, a PC user : 
of average experience who wants 
to buy a machine for her home, said she 
“probably wouldn’t buy the Gateway.” She 
didn’t think it was designed for easy assem- ' 
bly and installation. 

Indeed, of all the testers who looked at this 
machine, only Jamie, the most experienced 
PC user of the bunch, said he would buy it. 
“It’s fast enough and powerful enough to do 
just about anything,” he said. 


puters they saw. They also said they’d expect 
to pay far less (an average of $1,670) for the 
machine than its actual list price ($1,999). 

It’s important to note, though, that the less 
experienced PC users in our group had the 
most trouble set¬ 
ting up and 

J using this ma¬ 
chine; the more 
experienced of 
our testers en¬ 
countered few 
problems. 

“I liked this 
* documentation,” 
said experienced 
PC user Jamie 
Shebes as he 
leafed through 
the machine’s 
owner’s manual. “It was very specific. It takes 
you step-by-step through the system, how to 
set it up, how to load software. It seems to 
cover the most commonly asked questions 
about Windows.” 

“This is interesting stuff, but there should 
be an opening page of notes on how to get 
started,” countered our resident Macintosh 


Software: Microsoft (MS) Cinemania 1994-CD, MS Encarta 
1994-CD, MS Money 3.0, MS Multimedia Golf-CD, MS Works 
3.0 for Windows-CD. 


Even Gateway's 10-wa 
speakers area ’t perfect. 


* GOOD NEWS 

* Installation video 

* 10-watt speakers 


BAD NEWS 

• Unfriendly hardware 
installation 

• Poor sound quality—despite 
those 10-watt speakers 
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Panasonic's digital 
monitor with 
on-screen display. 

Wfth cun PjnaPdrfect” ||| 
HHntrol System, 

|®stomize settings with,' 2 
the push of a button. 

Bi on-screen display lets 
wou precisely control 
Everything frqfm brightnesfjl 
Bo position to/the color of 
Rrour image. / 

I All on a morutor that's 
f one of the sharpest in 
the industry. |||| 

The C-1791B even comes 
with a three-year CRT _ g 
wari.-mv.' < ' LJni<llllllll,lll ”!flB 
Call 1 - 800 ^ 742-8086 


iis work or art. 












• IBM Aptiva 530 


looked too flimsy to stand up to the abuse 
children can dish out, but most of the others 
who examined the Aptiva complained that it 


B+ 


Scorecard 

Highest grade: 
Sound quality: B+ 

Lowest grade: 
Overall value: B 


Specs 

486DX2/66, 

8 megabytes of 
MM, 424-MB 
hard disk, 
30-watt 
external 
speakers, 
SuperVGA 
video card. 

Software 

24 programs 
included. 



The IBM Aptiva is a rugged, two-piece home 
computer that features some of the most ad¬ 
vanced technology of any PC in our test. 

If the Aptiva loses power, it can restore 
your work in seconds; leave it turned off, and 
its telephone and fax answering system will 
turn the unit on again to pick up incoming 
calls; and the machine supports software that 
lets IBM technicians dial into the computer 
via modem and fix your other software 
problems. Besides those features, 
the Aptiva’s speakers are the most 
powerful (30 watts) of any machine 
in the Lab test. As you would expect, 
the Aptiva was a crowd pleaser. 

The Aptiva debuted this past Sep¬ 
tember, replacing the PS/1 and PS/1 
Value Point computers. It’s designed 
for home use—for example, all Aptivas 
come with a software “welcome cen¬ 
ter.” And if users require further assis¬ 
tance, “the support number was on the box 
everywhere,” said Vicki Moy, who considers 
herself to have “average” computer expertise. 

The Aptiva also comes with the Bapid Re- 

“It looks like it’s built for a war. If you drop a bomb 
on it, it won’t break. ” —Vicky Moy 

sume feature that was first introduced in 
IBM’s PS/1 line last year. Rapid Resume 
saves your work from power fluctuations: 

You can shut off your computer’s power, 


IBM hides Aptiva’s disk drives for a sleeker look. 


was per¬ 
haps too solidly 

built. “It looks like it’s built for a war,” Vicki 
said. “If you drop a 
bomb on it, it won’t j 
break. It’s big and J 
clumsy looking.” 

And while the Ap¬ 
tiva scored well overall, testers didn’t lavish j 
it with praise in post-test interviews—a result 
of IBM’s name-brand recognition. Rather ■ 
than expressing enthusiasm over the features 4 
they liked, everyone seemed to take them for 
granted. “I’m not surprised,” said Can-, 
j dyce. “I equate IBM with being the best.” 

Software: America Online, Aptiva Multimedia Basics, 4 
1 Aptiva Photo Display, Aria Utilities, Checkfree, The. 

J Discoverers, Disney Interactive Encyclopedia, Disney 
| Software Preview, FaxWorks, FaxWorks with Voice, IBM 
Online Housecall, IBM Online Registration, Journalist, MCS, | 
Music Rack, Monologue for Windows, Music Mentor, PFS: 
WindowWorks 2.5, Prodigy, Quicken for Windows Special , ; 
Edition, Recording Session, Reuters Money Network, 
Undersea Adventure, Voice User, Windows Sound System, j 


turn it on again and everything you had on 
your screen when the power went out is auto¬ 
matically restored. It helps you avoid going 
through a long rebooting process each time 
you start your computer, and if you happen 
to be in the middle of a document when the 
power dies, no problem. Rapid Resume will 
get it back. “This could really save the day,” 
said Candyce Goldstein, clearly impressed. 

The front of the Aptiva has a horizontal 
door panel that pops open to reveal the 
power switch, CD-ROM and floppy drives. 
David Randel complained that the doors 


► GOOD NEWS 

• 30-watt speakers 

• Saves work if power cuts off 

• Answers phone calls even 
when the machine is off 


BAD NEWS 

• Looks too “rugged” 
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Personal 


Daily 


Planlf 


SUJ!MUJ€fiR 

\ - Planlt 

Paradise™ 



E"a r t h™ 

•Version2 


r Version2 



Adrenaline 


The Entertaining Way To Plan Your Day! 


Plan your day, the entertaining way, with the 
world’s first multimedia personal information 
manager. There are three Planlts to choose 
from, each designed around a unique 
photographic theme. Every Planlt features 
hundreds of stunning 
vivid "true color" 
images and over 
1,000 audio and video 
entertainment clips. 

Each Planlt includes 
an easy to use schedule planner, address book, 
and ’to do’ list, \6ice annotation tools keep 
your hands free from typing, and fun video 
alarm reminders help keep your day on course. 



A bounty of multimedia amusements, all 
changing daily, offer lively entertainment. 
Listen to brain twisting trivia from "Isaac 
Asimov’s Book of Facts" and side splitting 
humor with National Lampoon’s Joke of the 
Day. View a new and 
I exciting photograph 
I; each and every day 
ij| along with video 
| greetings from your 
') very own personal 
assistant. Use the Planlt’s PhotoCD import 
feature to bring your own personal photography 
to your computer’s desktop. Call us today to 
make a date with a Personal Daily Planlt. 




Call 1-800-898-8842 

or visit your local retailer 
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• Micron P 90 PCI Family MPC 


Scorecard 

Highest grade: 


organization and 
monitor quality: 


Lowest grade: 
Documentation: 

C+ 


Specs 

Pentium 90, 8 
megabytes of 
RAM, 420-MB 
hard disk, 
4-watt 
external 
speakers, 
SuperVGA 
video card. 

Software 

10 programs 
included. 


documentation I read was informative and 
helpful, but I didn’t need to use a lot of it.” 

Unlike many of the computers 
in this review, the Micron Family 
MPC doesn’t include a software j 
“welcome center” to aid new j 
users, and our testers felt nothing j 
had been done to the standard J 
Windows environment to make 
this computer easier to use. 

| But they did notice that 
is the only machine that ] 
has a “boot 
menu”; every j 
tune the com- j 
puter starts 
up, it can be . 
set up to run j 

_ Windows and 

» Windows ap- 
v —^ plications, or 
boot an alterna¬ 
tive configuration that has been designed 
specifically for running DOS games. And 
this is the only computer our testers saw 
that comes with a joystick for games. 

All in all, testers felt they were getting a 
lot for their money. “I liked that it had so 
many programs,” explained Vicki. “It 
seemed like it was 

“The package was well organized and the documenta- full Y loaded. 

r n Nevertheless, 

the Micron didn’t 


The Micron Family MPC is the 
only Pentium-based comput¬ 
er of the eight machines 
we examined, and our 
more experienced testers 
were ch 
get their 

“3 

that it cam 
MHz Pentium,” se 
Jamie Shebes, a self 
professed PC 
power junkie, j 
After examin- I 
ing three 486- 1 
based comput¬ 
ers, he said, “it 
was a pleasant 
surprise.” 

That said, 
testers gave this machine a lower perfor¬ 
mance grade (B) than some of the 486-based 
computers they looked at. In large part, 
that’s because that grade reflects our tester’s 
perceptions of overall performance—not just 
speed—while running a variety of programs. 




lion was helpful. ” —Vicki Moy 

The grade doesn’t mean that a Pentium 
processor is slower than a 486 processor (“It 
certainly wasn’t slow," acknowledged Can¬ 
dy ce Goldstein), it just means that the perfor¬ 
mance difference between the Pentium com¬ 
puter and its 486-based counterparts wasn’t 
significant enough for our testers to notice. 

The Micron scored very well in package 
organization (B+), monitor quality (B+) and 
overall value (B) but, in general, experienced 
computer users liked it more than their less- 
experienced counterparts. “There were very 
few things I didn’t like about this computer,” 
laid Jamie. 

Both Candyce and Vicki Moy, two users 
with average experience, liked the Micron’s 
packaging, which let them unpack each of 
the components in the order in which they 
needed to connect them. 
Vicki gave special praise 
to the rugged packing 
materials after she 
dropped the monitor 
and its box on the 
floor while trying to 
separate the two. 

The package was well 
organized,” she said. “What 


do as well as] 

some of the other computers that had been 
better customized for ease of installation 
and use at home—two factors that clearly 
mattered to all but our most experienced 
testers. And while this is an expandable, 
speedy computer, the appeal of having a 
Pentium processor on board clearly wasn’t 
enough to boost this machine’s overall 
grade—a low B that placed it near the bot¬ 
tom of our list. 

Software: America Online, CompuServe, Day of the 
Tentacle, Indiana Jones-CD, Microsoft (MS) Encarta 1994-CD, 
MS Office 4.2-CD, Prodigy, QAPIus system diagnostic soft¬ 
ware, Quicken CD Deluxe Edition, Rebel Assault-CD. 


■sSSf 

♦ 


GOOD NEWS 

Pentium 90 processor 
Rich expansion possibilities 


• No software ‘welcome center’ 

• Poor manual 

• Poor sound quality 
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“PICTURE PAGES are the epitome of what I 
believe in.. .educating children with love and 
laughter. Together we'll help your kids develop 
important learning skills.” -BILL COSBY 

Since 1980, Bill Cosby has played his PICTURE 
PAGES with millions of children worldwide. 
Now, he makes the jump into the fun, new 
interactive learning age with PICTURE PAGES for 
CD-ROM, complete with brilliant high-resolution 
animations, fun sound 
Distributed by effects and cheerful 

y Picture Pages music. 

niiumgDiflj 


IBM-PC or MAC CD Features: 

Over 50 Picture Pages that teach kids 
about numbers and shapes. 

• 10 fun animated coloring book pages. 

• 8 digitized video segments of Bill Cosby. 

• Underwater Arcade Game with 7 levels. 


• Based on the original learning system 
recommended by the 

National Education Association. 

• With the easy icon based interface of 
Mortimer Ichabod, children can 
play without knowing how to read. 

s 3 to 6. 


TAKES 

Child'* Play 


l&JiLL 


picture 

Hm\ 


pages' 

aim 
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• Packard Bell PB 486DX2/66 Multimedia 




Scorecard 

Highest grade: 
Documentation and 
ease of installation: 


Lowest grade: 
Sound quality, 
performance and 
overall value: B+ 

Specs 

486DX2/66, 8 

megabytes of 
MM, 540-MB 
hard disk, 
4-watt attach¬ 
able speakers, 
enhanced VGA 
video card. 

Software 

20 programs 
included. 


As the information highway wends ever clos¬ 
er to reality, bringing with it promises of un¬ 
precedented interactivity and interconnected¬ 
ness of technology, Packard Bell’s PB 
486DX2/66 Multimedia, which took top hon¬ 
ors in our Consumer Lab, is ready for the 
road: It’s got a built-in television hookup, al¬ 
lowing you to watch TV right on your PC. 

A cable-ready computer wasn’t exactly 
high on any of our testers’ lists of necessary 
features before they entered our Lab. But 
that unique capability, a sleek look and 
color-coded cables and connectors that made 
the hardware installation a snap combined to 
make it a clear favorite. 

“This is the kind of computer you would 
see on a television show, on a sitcom,” said 
Jillian Arrowood. “It’s very new-looking, 
fresh, like [it’s] the latest.” 

Indeed, our testers were eager to compli¬ 
ment this machine, mostly because of its 
stylish look. “This is a computer that be¬ 
longs in a living room,” Jillian said. “It 
doesn’t need to be in the bedroom or a 
makeshift office.” 

But that’s not all they liked about it. The 




a PC user with average experience. 

Our testers rated this model the highest of 
any computer they looked at, and probably 
for that reason, they 
assumed that it was 
the most expensive 

show...[it] belongs in a living room. —Jillian Arrowood of the models includ¬ 
ed in our re' 


“This is the kind of computer you would see on a TV 


PB 486 scored a B+ for both performance 
and software selection. 

“It’s an impressive collection,” said Jamie 
Shebes, one of our more experienced com¬ 
puter users. “So many titles and not a 
tJtrowaway in the bunch.” 

The Packard Bell computer scored 
high marks for package organization 
(B+), ease of installation 
(A), documentation (A) 
and overall design 
(B+). But it won its 
highest praise for rela¬ 
tively simple 
features, 
such as the 
sleek, sculp- 
—red speakers 
that attach to the side of 
the monitor like giant ears, and the 
fact that all the connectors on the back 
of the PC are color-coded to match the wires 
for the monitor, keyboard and mouse. “The 
color coding really got me,” Jamie said. 
“There was no mistaking what went where.” 

“I liked the Packard Bell best because it 
was easy to put together, and I liked the 
sound of the speakers,” said Marlene Loewy, 


average, they estimated it had a $2,183 price 
tag (near the bottom, however, of the $2,000 
to $2,500 price range Packard Bell set for it). 

Indeed, our testers liked just about every¬ 
thing they saw about the Packard Bell Multi- 
media PC, and they awarded it the highest 
average grade of any of the computers they 
saw, a very impressive B+. • 


s: Action! SE, Clipmedia, FaxWorks, Kid’s Zoo, Microsoft 
(MS) Best of Entertainment Pack, MS Money, MS Productivity Pack, 
MS Works, Multimedia Pack for Windows, The New Grolier 
Multimedia Encyclopedia, PB Navigator Megarace, Prodigy, Space 
Adventure, Speed, Sports Illustrated 1994 Multimedia Sports 
Almanac, Undersea Adventure, U.S. Atlas, World Atlas, 3-D Body 
Adventure, 3-D Dinosaur Adventure. 


* GOOD NEWS 

• Built-in TV connection 


• Color-coded hardware 
hookups 

• Great manual 

BAD NEWS 

• Relatively expensive 













YOUR 

KIDS CAN SEND AND 
E MAIL WITHOUT 

REACHING 
THROUGH 


SPIDER 


KIDMAIL CONNECTS FAMILIES 


ConnectSoft | 


For Information or to Order Direct 
Call (800) 889-3499 

includes special offers from CompuServe, 
MCI Mail and Prodigy. 

KidMail is available at Egghead Software, Electronics Boutique, Micro Center and other software retailers. 

CompuServe , MCI Mail, and Prodigy are registered trademarks of their respective holders. 


RE 


Kids can choose from three 
, fun message centers. 


w 


o 


LIKE 


Nowthere’s e-mail that 
kids can use—and 
parents love. KidMail 
Connection™ is the fun 
way for you and your 
kids to be connected 
with greetings and 
letters to family and 
friends. KidMail uses 
the on-line service you 
have (CompuServe®, 
Prodigy®, or MCI Mail®) 
to talk to anyone on 
any on-line service. It’s 
so much fun, you’ll find 
yourself using it. Get 
KidMail Connection 
today at your local 
retailer for less than a 
family night out! 


YUK 

























...WHILE VISIONS OF Dl 

red CORPUSCLES 


They're every kid's wish. And every parent's dream come true. 

Software Marketing Corporation's programs combine amazing graphics and sensational sounds - along with interesting information - all to make d 
thoroughly entertaining experience! Like BODYWORKS® 3.0 - one of the top 10 best-selling educational programs in America that takes you on 
an adventure inside the fascinating world of human anatomy. Our new BODYWORKS® VOYAGER" sends you on a high-tech mission to destroy 
diseases inside a patient's body - at stake is the very survival of the human race. Or sink your teeth into Smithsonian Institution's® 
DINOSAUR MUSEUM ". You'll find the hungry Tyrannosaurus and the armed Stegosaurus anxiously awaiting your visit. 

CHECK YOUR LOCAL SOFTWARE STORE FOR DISCOUNTED HOLIDAY PRICES OR CALL 1-800-230-0320 














DSAURS. UFO 'S AND 

DANCED IN THEIR HEADS. 


Fascinated by the War Between the States? Pick up AMERICA'S CIVIL WAR - A NATION DIVIDED. Through video clips, 
sounds, vintage photos, maps and more you'll march back through time to the heat of battle. Other Software Marketing 
favorites include astonishing accounts of extraterrestrials, intriguing information about the U.S., and a guide to thousands of 
prescription and non-prescription drugs. This holiday season, look for the Software Marketing logo on the programs you buy - 
and join us in our vision of providing educational and entertaining software for kids of all ages. 

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICES RANGE FROM $49.95 TO $69.95 















We Bring Learning to Life. 

Children’s Books on CD-ROM 


Although Discis Books on CD-ROM 
were created primarily as teaching tools, 
children, parents and teachers love them. 

Because they’re fun, easy to use, entertaining as well 
as educational. An ideal learning tool for both first and 
second language learning, reluctant readers, and chil¬ 
dren struggling with their reading skills. 


Now your child 
can read, see and 
experience Peter Rabbit. 




Award-winning Discis Books provide a complete 
interactive multimedia learning experience. And every 
title features the complete text and graphics of the 
original hardcover edition, richly enhanced by narrative, 
music, sound effects, and a unique set of reading and 
learning tools. 


3/ When it 
i to home k 


comes 
to home learning, 
Discis is at the 
top of the class. 


Including such favorites as The Tale 
of Benjamin Bunny, Cinderella, 
Aesop’s Fables, and more. 


Choose from a wide variety of pre-school, kindergarten, 
classic and contemporary titles from well-known 
authors such as Beatrix Potter and Robert Munsch — 
for children from 3 to 12 years old. Available on MPC 
and Macintosh, eveiywhere ^ 
quality software is sold. 

For a free catalog, or 
information on where to 
buy Discis Books on CD-ROM, 
call toll-free today. 


Discis 

Helping Children to Read and Learn 











education 


preschool-grac/e 3 


GIVING KIDS A GOOD HEAD START 


QafelCc 


Next time your kids want to gather the fami- often have trouble manipulating the buttons, 
even on tape recorders designed specifically 
for kids. Musical instruments, of course, re¬ 
quire a certain degree of mastery. But your 
child and a PC loaded with today’s sing- 
along software can make beautiful music to¬ 
gether. The programs encourage kids to rec¬ 
ognize and imitate pitch, notes, rests, melody 
and harmony, and it’s a breeze for young 
kids to select and play their favorite songs 
and sing and dance to their hearts’ content. 

Children can stop or start any song they 
like—and launch animations—by clicking 
on animal characters in Tuneland, which 
__ „ . . features the voice 

Havin’ a (bouncing) ball with sing-along software of actor-comedi¬ 
an Howie Mandel. 

year-old daughter, Sarah, grabs the comput- Click on the broom in the country kitchen, 
er’s microphone and starts singing along with for instance, and three blind mice scurry 
the songs featured in her favorite software. across the screen, with the farmer’s wife in 

But we just can’t keep __ 

Sarah from her newfound UPBPPiBPlIBBPBiK Sri l. li'?i ' I s- 
hobby. And, unlike the 


ime your kids want to gather the fami¬ 
ly around the keyboard for a sing- 
along, don’t rush for the piano or 
electric organ. A candelabra may 
look a little ridiculous on your home 
computer, but microphones, sound 
cards and stereo speakers are a natur¬ 
al fit. Add some equally harmonious 
software, and your PC turns into a 
family jukebox just waiting for some 
vocals. And you know nothing’s more fun to a 
little kid than a karaoke machine. 

At our house, the dog covers her ears and 
the cat runs for the closet whenever our 3- 


language. 


Rew Go 


v * I 


»i 

yn j- 


by w a r r 

Illustration by Steven Guarnaccia 


pets, we really wouldn’t 
want to. 

Singing gives young¬ 
sters an important oppor¬ 
tunity to express them¬ 
selves. Like all children, 

Sarah is trying to find her 
voice, both in what she 
says and how she says it. 

She loves to hear her own 
amplified vocals coming 
through the computer’s 
speakers. My wife and I 
love her performances 
(well, most of the time). 

And what’s important to 
us is that we encourage her love of music. 
Becent research suggests that exposure to 
music helps prepare preschoolers for more 
formal, general learning down the road. 
Music teaches kids about relationships—they 
mimic sounds, learn to recognize and repeat 
lyrics, distinguish tones and anticipate and 
manipulate patterns of words and music. 

Audio tapes have traditionally introduced 
kids to music, but searching for the right 
song is a clunky process, and tiny fingers 

buckleitner 


m 


O - din sie - ry droo-goy bie - ly, 


hot pursuit, to a chorus of (you guessed it) 
“Three Blind Mice.” 

Little Howie, a young bear, hides behind 
objects in the program. Children chase him 
across eight animated screens and, as they 
click on objects to try to find him, hear up to 
40 jazzy arrangements of classic children’s 
songs, including “Bingo” and “Mary Had a 
Little Lamb.” Kids can skip around the 
screens or click repeatedly on one object to 
play their favorite song again and again. One 
little girl we know sent “Jack and Jill” up the 
hill 14 times in one sitting. 
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Tuneland doesn’t pro¬ 
vide lyrics on screen, but 
other programs do. This 
allows children to begin to 
associate written words 
with their sounds as they 
sing along. It’s a wonder¬ 
ful way to encourage 
young readers. 

Dr. T’s Sing-A-Long: 

Kids’ Classics, for ages 3 
to 10, displays lyrics on 
screen alongside an ani¬ 
mated tape recorder (kids 
can click on the control 
buttons to play, rewind or 
skip a song). The 26-song 
playlist on the main menu in¬ 
cludes classics such as “Itsy Bitsy 



\&<\s v\\% C* 




Old MacDonald had a farm, EI E l O. 

And on his farm he had some cats, EI EIO. 


Tuning pitchfork: Kap 'n Karaoke lets kids adjust pitch. 

(wh 


Spider” and “Yankee Doodle’ 
kids click once to hear the name 
of the song and twice to hear the 
music. A cartoon related to the 
songs appears in a window as the 
song plays. Children can read the 
lyrics and watch the musical nota¬ 
tion scroll by, including the 
chords complete with finger posi¬ 
tions so a guitar-strumming Mom, 
Dad or older sibling can easily 
add live instrumentation. 

Another popular sing-along 
program is Kap ’n Karaoke, for 
ages 4 and up. It includes 20 chil¬ 
dren’s classics, plus on-screen 
lyrics. Children can adjust the key 
at any time and match it to the 
pitch of their own voices—al¬ 


though kids, being kids, might 
have more fun manipulating the 
pitch to hear the voice in a falsetto 
or deep baritone. And, since other 
controls allow them to adjust the 
speed of the songs, they can exper¬ 
iment to make the tunes sound as 
weird as possible. The program 
has no animation, though, which 
makes it somewhat more appro¬ 
priate for school-age kids than 
preschoolers. 

Starting a world tour 

Of course, children can’t expand 
their musical repertoire beyond 
nursery-school favorites unless 
they’re exposed to new songs—and 
there are programs that help them 
do that, too. A program in the Dr. 
T series called Around The World, 


shopper’s guide 


Here’s how to get more information on the children’s 
music software mentioned in this article. 

Dr. T’s Sing-A-Long: Around The World 
Dr. T’s Sing-A-Long: Kids’ Classics 

Dr T’s Music Software, (SOO) 989-64.34, (617) 455-1454 
$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM) 

Kap ’n Karaoke 

WordPerfect, (SOO) 451-5151, (801) 225-5000 
$39 (Windows, Macintosh, Windows CD-ROM, 

Macintosh CD-ROM) 

Music Ace 

Harmonic Vision 
$59.95 (DOS) 

Tuneland 

7th Level, (800) 8S4-8S63, (818) 547-1955 
$49.95 (Windows CD-ROM) 

Note: Before you buy any software, check your computer owner's manual to 
determine operating system, microprocessor, memory and disk space. Then 
read the software box or consult a salesperson to be sure your computer and 


(800) 644-4994, (70S) 467-2395 


an international version of 
Dr. T’s Kids’ Classics, also 
for ages 3 to 10, lets kids 
click on a world map to re¬ 
veal a country’s flag and 
listen to its most popular 
children’s song, either in 
English or the native lan¬ 
guage. The software in¬ 
cludes 21 folk songs from 
as many countries, includ¬ 
ing Ghana, Russia, Ven¬ 
ezuela, Japan and the Unit¬ 
ed States. The program 
was designed by A1 llos- 
pers, formerly of the rock 
group Blood Sweat & Tears 
had several hits, including 
“Spinning Wheel”). Hospers was 
so fond of the music he heard 
when the group was on world 
tours, he created the software to 
share his interest with children. 

By the time kids enter elemen¬ 
tary school, they may be ready to 
accompany their own singing by 
taking up a musical instrument. 
(Parents, of course, should consid¬ 
er their child’s interest in music 
carefully before beginning any in¬ 
strumental instruction.) 

If your child is ready to begin 
formal music lessons, Music Ace, 
for ages 7 and up, makes an ideal 
supplement. Maestro Max, a jolly 
conductor, leads kids through a 
series of well-crafted tutorials that 
introduce the notes on a treble 
clef and other musical concepts. 
Kids will also enjoy activities such 
as the Music Doodle Pad, which 
lets them drag notes onto the lines 
of a staff to create compositions 
that will be performed by an on¬ 
screen piano—it sure beats prac¬ 
ticing scales. 

Music is a relatively new cate- j 
gory of software that holds 
tremendous potential for making 
learning fun, and there’s no better 
time than the holidays to belt out 
some tunes around the PC—just 
warn the dog and put 
first. • 

Warren Buckleitner 
is editor of Chil¬ 
dren’s Software Re¬ 
vue in Ypsilanti, 
Mich., and a former 
elementary school 
teacher. 
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Peters wolf 


Kid-friendly and loaded with fun, the timeless tale of Peter and The Wolf is now 
available in a sensational new interactive version by ani mation 
legend Chuck Jones and conductor/director George Daugherty. 

Starring the voices of Kirstie Alley, Lloyd Bridges and Ross Malinger, this 
colorful interpretation 


fun for kids of all ages, 
animated tale...frolic 
exciting arcade-style 


of the beloved classic is fine-'tooned 
Children will delight in the gloriously 
with Peter and his friends in an 
game...and discover the wonders of 


music through hours of interactive play. This enchanting CD-ROM also comes 
with a bonus audio CD especially recorded for this production by the 
65-member Time Wa rner Symphony O rchestra. A magical world of 
music and discovery is waiting. Visit your favorite 

software retailer, or call llK^rV 4 %■. toll free (800-482-3766) today! 


Other Peter and The Wolf products available 
from Warner Books and TW Kids. 
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ASt°ry of the ABCs 

Interactive 
3-D Animated 
Playmate 


Shadowboxes provides 
hours of fun while your 
child learns to read. 

Aires 3-8 % 


Mac CD-ROM 
||ggjg[ Windows CD-ROM 
Now Available! 


l or More 
Information Call 

1-800-898-8842 
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4 - 8 


ENCOURAGING A LOVE OF LEARNING 



On a recent trip to the supermarket, my 8- 
year-old nephew, Ian, pelted me with 
questions as he helped me select my 
low-fat sour cream, ground turkey and 
no-fat, no-taste ice cream. Why 
couldn’t we have French fries and 
pizza for dinner? Why was I buying 
him apples instead of chocolate- 
chip cookies? 

I sympathized with Ian’s lament— 
I’d rather have bacon and eggs for 
breakfast than oatmeal, too. Nevertheless, I 
began explaining the concept of heartburn and 
heart attacks, and the difference between good 


lesterol to unclog his arteries, for example. 

A.D.A.M. (Animated Dissection of Anato¬ 
my for Medicine) Software, a respected 
publisher of academic anatomical refer¬ 
ences, recently released A.D.A.M. The In¬ 
side Story, for ages 10 and up. The 
straightforward presentation and good 
humor in this edition makes it ideal for 
middle schoolers and their families. In it, 
we find Adam (who changes into Eve with a 
mouse click;-—on a rib, or anywhere else), 
dressed in appropriately placed fig leaves. If 
they choose, parents can “lock” parts of the 
program so that younger kids can’t peek 


wr ■ ■ ....... _ under the leaves 

Knee bone’s connected to which bone? Just ask a PC or access du- 

cussions of the 

cholesterol and bad. But if adults are often 
confused by the conflicting scientific evidence 
surrounding food and our health, imagine how 
hard it is for kids to grasp that 


male and female reproductive systems. 

Adam (or Eve) narrates a tour of the 
human body, using a “family scrapbook” 


A busy body? 


programs have 


for even the 
most inquisitive 


we really are what i 

According to the American 
Association for the Advance¬ 
ment of Science, children need 
to develop a perspective on sci¬ 
ence before they can begin to 
understand it. If so, there are a 


number of software packages 
that would have come in handy 
at the market as I tried to make 
my points about nutrition to 
Ian. These programs introduce 
kids to the way in which the 
human body works, which in 
turn helps them grasp the rela¬ 
tionship between good food and 
good health. 

3D Body Adventure, for ages 8 to 12, pre¬ 
sents three-dimensional images of the human 
torso that take kids on a roller-coaster ride 
down the spine, through the heart and around 
the brain. The program includes 3-D glasses 
for viewing full-screen movies (they’re sur¬ 
prisingly effective), and games. One section, 
(•ailed Body Recall, shows kids pictures of dif¬ 
ferent human organs and asks them to identi¬ 
fy what the parts are; another, called Emer¬ 
gency, tests their knowledge as they race 
against time to save a patient—zapping cho- 



s h a r o 


c c o y 


b e 


filled with sound, animation and video of 
our physical systems and organs. Kids can 
rotate Adam and Eve for different views and 
peel back skin, muscles and systems to ex¬ 
amine their skeletons. Information screens 
confide such secrets as why Mom and Dad 
snore (a temporarily blocked air passage, 
often caused by poor muscle tone, a cold or 
allergies), while puzzles test everyone’s 
knowledge of human anatomy. (Alas, when 
Ian and I assembled the puzzle, we connect¬ 
ed poor Adam’s stomach to his appendix.) 

The opening view in a third program, The 
Ultimate Human Body, changes with every 
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1 ^Entertainment 
for Your Computer 




Thrill to the sights and 
sounds of this spectacular 
movie. Now available for 
both Windows and 
Macintosh. 



These Asymetrix Entertainment products bring you fully 
animated screen sover shows, stunning wallpaper scenes, 
system sounds, and guest appearances while you work. 
Multimedia tours and video available on most CD-ROM 
versions. 

To order, visit your local retailer or call: 

1*N04704H4 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Operator code: AEHP12 


ASYMETRIX, 

■ISSiSS&XilS&iSSBSS?-* 



A.D.A.M. The Inside Story is no bare-bones effort. 


heartbeat. Kids can explore The 
Body Machine to see how our bodies 
work, Body Organs to learn more 
about our individual parts or Body 
Systems to find out about processes 
such as digestion, circulation, respi¬ 
ration and reproduction. They can 
call up screens that answer questions 
such as “What are you made of?” 
(24 elements, mostly hydrogen and 
oxygen in the form of water). And, 
yes, they can learn about food 
groups and nutrition, too. 

Parents can supplement these 
programs with other entertain¬ 
ment that has a scientific theme. 
Science-fiction movies sometimes 
stretch credibility but they also 
inspire kids’ imaginations. Inner- 
Space , for example, stars Martin 
Short and Dennis Quaid and fol¬ 
lows a bizarre scientific experi¬ 
ment in which Quaid is shrunk to 
microscopic size in order to carry 


mission inside 
Short’s body. 

Or, take kids to a 
museum where they 
can touch, take apart, 
manipulate and re¬ 
assemble a three-di¬ 
mensional model of the 
body. Even a tour of 
the fossil remains at a 
natural history muse- 
can heighten kids’ 
awareness of anatomy 
as they compare a 
mastodon’s skull or a 
brontosaurus’s foreleg 
with the illustrations of 
human skulls and limbs they’ve seen 
on their home computers. 

Just don’t expect kids’ new 
awareness to filter into their diets 
anytime soon. 11 takes maturity to 
accept that you just can’t eat a Big 
Mac every night. Even if Ian under¬ 
stands the difference between heart¬ 
burn and heart attacks, he still 
prefers ice cream to broccoli. But at 
least the PC adds a little food for 
thought to his daily diet, too. • 

Sharon McCoy Bell 
is director of the In¬ 
formation Technol¬ 
ogy Center of the 
New Orleans Public 
Schools and a for¬ 
mer middle-school 
teacher. In 1993, she won the 
Computerworld Smithsonian Infor¬ 
mational Technology Leadership 
Award for Education. 



shopper’s guide 

Here's how to get more information on the anatomy 
software mentioned in this article. 

3D Body Adventure 

Knowledge Adventure, (800) 542-4240, (818) 542-4200 
$49.95 (DOS, DOS CD-ROM) 

A.D.A.M. The Inside Story 

A.D.A.M. Software, (800) 755-2326 , (404) 980-0888 
$49.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) 

The Ultimate Human Body 

Darling Kindersley, (800) 356-6575, (212) 213-4800 
$79.95 (Windows CD-ROM; Macintosh CD-ROM 
scheduled to be released in early 1995) 

Note: Before you buy any software, check your computer owner's manual to 
determine operating system, microprocessor, memory and disk space. Then 
read the software box or consult a salesperson to be sure your computer and 
the program are compatible. All prices are suggested or estimated retail. 
































nr Child's Imagination 
Comes To Life With 
[ orms Computer Fun Set" 




Colorforms® Computer Fun 
Set™ (ages 3-10) and My First 
Colorforms® (ages 3-6) provide 
palettes of pre-drawn objects 
such as animals, trees, fish, 
colorful outfits and toys. By 
thinking of these objects as 
sheets of stick-ons™ that never 
run out, your child will enjoy 
hours of fun! Their eyes will 
light up as the duck quacks, 
the snowman talks, and the 
cow moos! 


Choose from up to 12 pre¬ 
drawn backgrounds and five 
different special effects options 
with sound. Open your child’s 
imagination to fun, adventure 
and learning with Colorforms 
Computer Fun Set Now 
available for Windows or 
Macintosh at this special price. 
Call Gryphon Software at 
1 800 795-0981. Or visit your 
local software store. 


Ramie’s artwork has always 
been beautiful, but now the 
pictures are easier to create, 
and they even make sounds! 


Gryphon Software 
Corporation 
7220 Trade Street, Suite 120 
San Diego,California 92121 
(619) 536-8815 
(619) 536-8932 Fax 

























PJB Here's the real thing. 

W Interactive, multimedia coaching 

w bom great champions ready to im- 

£S prove y° ur 9 ame - Pa^ed with 

personalized advice, demonstrations, WG£r * 
jgBfpM reviews and more that help you 
^ learn at your own pace. All using live- 
action video, stunning graphics and sound on 
W your Multimedia PC, Macintosh or 3D0 system. 
y Learn from the best. Get personalized coaching from 
U.S. World Cup Soccer Team stars Tony Meola and John 
Harkes, and women's soccer legend Mia Hamm. Golf's all-time 
money winner Tom Kite. Former U.S. Open tennis champion 
t Tracy Austin, plus Fred Stolle and Cliff Drysdale. Baseball's ■ 
13-time All-Star Ozzie Smith, or national 
collegiate champion, Coach Ron Fraser. Beach 1 1 
I Volleyball's Karch Kiraly and Karolyn Kirby. 

Football Coach Bill Lewis, 1991 UPI 
' - Coach Of The Year. And plenty more. 1| 
* -# Whatever V° ur sport, ESPN's m 

,:MT Y our <on< ^ Slivering instruction that 
Computer Gome Review says "will have ■■ 
JPHB you itching to...show the competition how | 

P I it s done." Call 1-800-253-4263 now , 

mmrnmtr f° r a f fee brochure and complete "how to buy" m 
jflLL. information. And start playing to win. WjjA 


InteUipiay 


s of The 3D0 Company. 



















education 

grades 9-12 


HELPING TEENS DEFINE THEIR FUTURE 




The winter holiday season is a 
time when people of all faiths 
and beliefs reflect on their her¬ 
itages and traditions as much as 
on gifts and social events. While 
young children often eagerly 
participate in the celebrations 
and relish the stories of the first 
Christmas or the lighting of the 
menorah, teens can be a little jaded. 
Young adults’ feelings about religion 
tend to be more personal, less demonstrative 
and, perhaps, more skeptical. 

Still, appearances aside, it’s a good bet that 


tion of the text, click the mouse to cut to a re¬ 
lated video, sound clip or image, then cut 
right back to where they began. And although 
only the Gospels get multimedia treatment, 
the entire Old and New Testaments are avail¬ 
able in text form, so kids can look up relevant 
passages using keywords, phrases and dates. 
If they’re interested in more serious re¬ 
search—say, in finding citations for a discus¬ 
sion group or religious class—the on-screen 
Testaments will come in handy. 

The Firs* Electronic Jewish Bookshelf 
takes a broader look at Judaism than The 
Gospels does at Christianity, embracing cul- 
_ . , . . tural traditions as well as 

Teen spirituality: exploring religion on CD-ROM religious ones. It features 

thoughtful discussions of 

their interest in spiritual matters has not real- history and folklore, more than an hour of 
ly waned. If anything, it has probably intensi- traditional Jewish music, illustrations, bi- 
fied. Teenagers are more intent on figuring ographies of Jewish sports greats and Borscht 
out who they are, and how they fit 
into life’s grand scheme, than al¬ 
most any other age group. And 
when teens make the connection 
between their own identities and 
their families’ religious traditions, 
the spirit of the season can spur a 
new level of understanding and 
clarity of thinking. 

If parents are interested in help- 


Old Testament , 


rhymes, 
animation , 


illustrations 


Belt comedians, and examples of Jewish con¬ 
tributions to classical and popular culture. 
The program even contains recipes for tradi¬ 
tional kosher dishes such as cholent , a meat- 
and-potato stew prepared before sundown on 
Friday and cooked through Saturday so fam¬ 
ilies can enjoy a hot meal on the Sabbath. 

The program features material from 12 
books on Judaism, each presented with its 
own on-screen menu. The music occupies its 
own section on the disc and includes short 
recordings from contemporary performers of 
Jewish songs, as well as traditional tunes. 


and riddles 
present the 
Bible to 
the multimedia 
generation. 


ing teens approach the subject, 
there are several ways the comput¬ 
er can help. Fewer things are more 
inviting these days than multime¬ 
dia—and several programs focus 
on bringing Judeo-Christian tradi¬ 
tions to the computer screen in en¬ 
tertaining video clips, music, maps 
and images, and even games. (Un¬ 
fortunately, introductory software exploring 
other religious traditions is harder to find.) 

The story of Jesus—Books Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John—is retold in The 
Gospels. Along with the text of the books 
themselves are more than 60 minutes of 
video clips from the 1940s movie The Living 
Bible , audio narration, and an array of il¬ 
lustrations, maps and photos of the lands of 
the Bible. 

Teens can easily explore a particular sec- 
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Learning for Kids 
that’s Out of 
this World! 

MAWH 



Allie’s Playhouse is a fun and 
exciting learning environment 
for children ages 3-8. Allie is 
your guide through 16 different 
educational activities that 
encourage your child to explore, 
interact and create—learning 
such important subjects as 
math, spelling, music, geography, 
the solar system and more! Allie’s 
Playhouse is easy to learn, fun 
to use and offers a treasure 
chest full of interactive learning. 



Allie’s Activity Kit is the latest 
in fun interactive adventure! In 
Allie’s Activity Kit, our popular 
little alien friend once again 
plays “host” to kids everywhere. 
Your child will love to learn— 
about animals in their natural 
habitat, geography, counting, 
the alphabet, solving puzzles, 
growing a garden, creating 
landscapes with shapes, and 
much, much more! 



OPCODE 

INTERACTIVE 



The Gospels’clips reenact New Testament scenes. click on 

in the crossword. 


With its variety of information on 
both tradition and mass culture, 
this program makes it easy and 
fun for kids to explore their her¬ 
itage and religious roots. 

Riddles and rhymes 

Family Bible Rhymes brings ani¬ 
mation and music to the stories of 
the Old Testament using 70 origi¬ 
nal narrated rhymes, plus colorful 
illustrations and cartoons to retell 
such stories as the Creation, Noah’s 
Ark and the parting of the Red Sea. 
All the tales are accompanied by 
riddles, and the program offers a 
great opportunity for an older 
brother or sister to sit with a 
younger sibling, watch and listen to 
the rhymes and work out the rid¬ 
dles together. (Teachers sometimes 
team older students with younger 
ones in a learning relationship that 
benefits both age groups.) 


Another puzzle pro¬ 
gram with a religious 
theme is Bible Cross¬ 
words, a floppy disk 
that features some 200 
brainteasers accompa¬ 
nied by music. Kids 
can use it with a com¬ 
panion program, Bible 
Software, to find cita¬ 
tions in scripture auto¬ 
matically when they 
related clues 
ssword. 

Using these programs with 
your teens can help promote to¬ 
getherness, understanding and in¬ 
clusion—feelings that young 
adults inwardly crave in spite of 
any outward projection of indif¬ 
ference. On a December evening 
when you’re at home with the 
kids, no parties are scheduled and 
you decide not to watch It’s a 
Wonderful Life for the hundredth 
time, gather around your comput¬ 
er and use today’s technology to 
uncover—and discover—your 
family’s heritage. • 

education writer. 

. ■ sit ions of senior edi- 

■ HI and associate editor 
at Technology & Learning. 


shopper’s guide 

Here’s how to get more information on the religion 
software mentioned in this article. 


Bible Crosswords 
Bible Software 

Logos Research Systems, (800) 875-6467, (206) 679-6575 
$29.95 (Bible Crosswords; DOS) 

$79 (Bible Software; DOS) 

Family Bible Rhymes 

Bible Land Software, (800) 925-6853, (914) 356-1485 
$59 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) 

The First Electronic Jewish Bookshelf 

Scanrom Publications, (800) 269-2237, (516) 295-2237 
* $99.95 (DOS CD-ROM) 

The Gospels, A Multimedia Guide to the Bible 

Cinerom, (800) 246-3766, (714) 660-7111 
$49.95 (DOS CD-ROM, Windows CD-ROM) 

Note: Before you buy any software, check your computer owner's manual to 
determine operating system, microprocessor, memory and disk space. Then 
read the software box or consult a salesperson to be sure your computer and 
the program are compatible. All prices are suggested or estimated retail. 

























The Best 
Education 
Your Child 
Can Get 
Outside 
of a 

Classroom 


Multimedia Makes Learning Fun and Easy! 

Jostens Home Learning" will help your children excel, regardless of 
their grade and skill levels. Our CD-ROM programs bring the benefits 
of proven instructional technology into your home. Students who have 
fallen behind can get up to speed with ease; and advanced students will 
progress even faster! The sights and sounds of new CD-ROM technology 
make learning motivating and fun! 


Children Acquire Higher Learning Skills with Our 
CD-ROM Products 

Jostens Home Learning uses state-of-the-art, advanced multimedia 
technologies, including full-color graphics, dynamic animation, 
and quality sound, to get children excited about learning. 

Serious education has never been more fun and reward¬ 
ing. With Jostens Home Learning, your chidren will 
learn to love the learning process. 


Jostens^LeamingtP 

Call for a free catalog: 1-800-801-0040 


You 


on CD-ROM 































Jilin The Real 



Enter The Discovery Channel CD-ROM Explore Your Worlt 
You Can Win Your Choice of These Grand Adventures... 



SKY WARRIORS 
EXPERIENCE IN 
ATLANTA 

Wings puts you in the pilot's seat. And Sky 
Warriors in Atlanta will put you in the seat 
of a T-34 for an air-to-air dogfight. 


WHALE WATCHING 
IN SAN DIEGO 
In The Company of Whales is an acclaimed journey. 
Your whale-watching adventure willje one of the 
most acclaimed journeys of your lifetime. 





D DAY COMMEMORATIVE 
WEEK 

Normandy: The Great Crusade puts you on the 
beaches at D 




1311 













Thing! 


Sweepstakes and 
Fop Real! 


AEROSPACE 
ifcp# ADVENTURE IN 

~ FLORIDA 

I * 1 Beyond Planet Earth shows you the 
(* it heavens. Take a heavenly trip to Spate 
Port USA for a real shuttle launch and 
k A simulated mission. 


. ' v 

SHARK DIVE* I 

N AUSTRALIA 
forks! brings you dope to these monsters. 
And your trip to Australia will bring you 
jp dose...for teal. Jn 


From the depths of the oceans to the 
depths of outer space/ nobody 
takes you there like The Discovery 
Channel. And now we'll take one 
lucky winner there for real in The 
Explore Your World Sweepstakes. 

Stop by any participating CD-ROM 
retail store and pick up your 
mail-in entry form today! Hurry— 
sweepstakes ends January 15, 

1995. And if you're the winner, 
you'll explore your world for real! 

GRAND PRIZE 
Trip for Two to one of the 
adventures described, plus $ 1000 
spending money. (Up to $14,000 value.) 

1ST PRIZE 

Multimedia computer with 
CD-ROM drive. ($2,000 value.) 

(200) 2ND PRIZES 

The Discovery Channel T-shirts 

and ballcaps. ($20 value.) 
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SAFARI IN AF RFC A 
Professor Iris takes kids on a play 
safari, fou can go to Botswana for 

IF/ I 

a real one! -A 

! \ ? 
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CD-ROM” 













GAME THAT’S 
OF THE MOVIE! 


First do your homework, 
then battle a dragon or two! 

With The Pagemaster CD-ROM game, the adventure continues 
where the smash hit film leaves off! This dazzling, state-of-the-art 
game lets your bids use their imaginations to create a new, 
astounding, and totally awesome experience every time they play! 

The Pagemaster CD-ROM game- Continue the Adventure! 




, jj aafinasrer 


















e w s 


s o f t w a 


re rev 


kid Y 


HONEST APPRAISALS FROM OUR YOUNG EXPERTS 


fall in love and break the castle’s evil 
spell. Children maneuver Lnmiere 
through dance practice, uncover the 
appropriate flower arrangements in 
the whiter garden and sort the laun¬ 
dry to help the talking wardrobe 
assemble Beauty’s dress. When the 
kids have successfully completed 
each of the five games. Beauty and 
the Beast dance across a splendid 
ballroom, clearly in love. 

Despite its romantic theme, which 
usually turns off the boys in the 
Kids’ Lab, this is one of the few pro¬ 
grams that shows universal appeal. 
Such is the power of the cinema. 
Over time, however, that appeal 
could wear thin. Obstacles in the 
games change at random to ensure 
repeated play (the location of the 
flowers in the winter garden, for 
example), but the challenges are 



There’s no Academy Award for Best 
Film Adapted for a Children’s 
Computer Game, but if you ask the 
young experts in the HomePC Kids’ 

Lab, it’s no contest. The winner is 
Beauty and the Beast in a landslide. 

“I just like watching it; it’s very 

A prince? Kitchen cabinet? It all rings a Belle 


Beauty and 
the Beast: 

Be Our Guest 
Disney 
Software 
Ages: 7 
and up 


★ ★ 


pretty,” said 8-year-old Jaime, as a 
picture of a stained glass window 
in the Beast’s castle scrolled by. 
The narrated introduction is based 
on the hit Disney film, but Jaime 
could have skipped the formalities; 
she’d already played the game four 
times in our lab and knew the tale 
by heart. 

Eleven-year-old Jonathan hum¬ 
med along with the theme music 
while his 7-year-old sister, Victoria, 
sang along and 12-year-old Michael 
joyfully mimicked the French accent 
of Lumiere, the talking candlestick. 

After the pre- 
j/a liminaries, kids 
join Lumiere, 
Chip the talking 
teacup, Cogsworth the proper clock 
and other household friends to pre¬ 
pare the castle for the ball, where 
they hope Beauty and the Beast will 



carol 


I I i s o 


Also reviewed in Kid Haves 

• Funny Fruit Faces 

• Spell It 3 

• Discovering America 

• Mario Teaches Typing 

• Willy Wabbit 

• At Bat 

• Little Monster at School 

• Reading the stars: Each program reviewed 
in this section is rated on a scale of 0 to 4 stars based 
on how well it sustained the interest of children in our 
Kids’ Lab, their enthusiasm about playing it again, 
educational content, reference materials, graphics 
and sound quality, sensitivity to youngsters’ skills and 
whether the kids just plain had fun. 
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similar. Diana, 12, decided that “it’s 
a great game, but eventually you’ll 
get tired of it.” 

Nevertheless, for as long as they’re 
roaming the castle, kids will love 
being Beauty and the Beast’s guests. 

$24.95 (DOS) from Disney 
Software , (800) 688-1520, (818) 
54.3-4300. 


Fruit salad dressing 


Funny Fruit 
Faces 
Seven Hills 
Software 
Ages: 3 to 8 


★ ★ 


“Those are dog ears,” Jason pro¬ 
tested, but Sammy dragged the ears 
onto the tomato character he was 
creating anyway. 

“I want dog ears,” insisted 
Sammy. 

“But then he won’t be a kid, 
Jason pointed out. 

Sammy stuck with the dog ears, 
bui die two 4-year-olds continued 
to consult over the eyes, legs and 
hair they wanted to put on the ripe, 
red fruit. 

Think of Mr. Potato Head on the 
PC, and you get the pic- 
ture about Funny Fruit 
Faces. Kids drag eyes, 
noses, mouths and more 
onto a plum, a strawberry, a 
pineapple or any of 30 other 
favorites from the fruit bowl using 
the mouse. 

The game’s activities are limited 



to the fruit faces—once kids tire of 
playing with the fruit, there isn’t 
anything else to keep them busy. 
Still, the activity does leave kids lots 
of room to be creative while it 
lasts—Thomas, 4, gave his goose¬ 
berry a necktie for a nose—and that 
was enough to keep our kids coming 
back for seconds for a while. 

$49.95 (Windows, Macintosh) 
from Seven Hills Software, (800) 
200-4555, (904) 575-0566. 


--- II 

The kids have their say 


One of the fascinating things 
about watching children play 
at the computer is how easily 
they make such play a part of 
their world. When the story 
and the music are familiar, 
and the software lives up to 
the kids’ expectations, you 
can’t tear them away from 
the keyboard. 




Interactivity is more than 
just clicking a mouse. If chil¬ 
dren don’t identify with char¬ 
acters, the play is less likely 
to fire their imaginations. 

Beauty and the Beast: Be 
Our Guest features familiar 
characters, voices and music. 
Victoria, 7, hummed and 
swayed with the songs. “I 
saw the movie and the play,” 
she explained. Michael, 12, 
mimicked Lumiere the candle¬ 
stick. “Sacre bleu, 
we have to start 
again,” he said 
when he missed a 
beat in the dance 
game. 

It’s this type of 
interaction that 
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Bayou a vowel? 


we watch for when we test 
software in the HomePC Kids’ 
^HURStT Lab ' ° ur “ e *Perts,” ages 3 to 
14, come to us from the CMP 
4 I Publications’ Child Care Cen- 
ter, which operates both pre- 
school and after-school pro- 
grams for more than 100 sons 
a and daughters of employees 

at HomePCs parent company. 

The software reviews you 
see in Kid Raves use a four- 
star rating: thoroughbreds get 
four stars; nags get a zero. 
The bulk of our ratings are 
based on kids’ reactions. We 
also consider issues that con¬ 
cern adults: ease of installa¬ 
tion, technical difficulties, the 
amount of direction kids re¬ 
quire to understand a pro¬ 
gram, educational content 
and the opinions of our ex¬ 
perts’ parents and teachers. 

Our hearty thanks to those 
kids and adults who helped 
with this month’s re¬ 
views: Preschoolers 
Sammy Colonna, An¬ 
drew Lou, Max Sana- 
core, Jason Siegel and 
Thomas Volpe; stu¬ 
dents Heather Ban- 
inger, Jonathan and 
Victoria Baston, Chrissie 
Boehme, Diana, Russell and 
Douglas Garber, Billy Guarino, 
Jaime Hamer, Brianna Kelley, 
Matthew Musumeci, Billy 




Spell It 3 
Davidson & 
Associates 
Ages: 6 and up 



★ ★ 


Heather, 9, earned a perfect score in 
the first round of Spell It 3 by iden¬ 
tifying compound words to com¬ 
plete the sentences that appeared on 
the screen. “This is easy for me,” 
she confided. “I love spelling.” 

But as she tried her hand at more 
difficult levels, things got a little 
trickier. Spell It 3 truly merits its “6 
and up” age rating. Kids play at 
any of six difficulty levels; the 
“grand master” setting will chal¬ 
lenge even the best wordsmiths as 
they fix misspellings, create words 
out of jumbled letters to complete 
crossword puzzles and fill in the 
blanks in words and sentences. 

Each game has a bayou 
theme. In Bullfrog Log, 
kids jump frogs across 
’ lypads and logs 
covered with mis¬ 
spelled words to 
get to one that’s 
spelled correctly; in 
Leap to Complete, the 
frogs race to catch 
the passing letter 
that will complete 
a given word— 
and avoid alligators. 

Occasionally, the games require 
more guesswork than skill. In Leap 
to Complete, for instance, kids are 
given clues like “_ap,” but it seems 
only one letter will fit the bill; if the 
program wants “Cap,” for example, 
passing M’s and N’s won’t 

★ complete the word. 

Nevertheless, the vari¬ 
ety of spelling puzzles and 
difficulty levels will keep kids enter¬ 
tained as they learn. And when 
they’re ready, would-be walking 
dictionaries can test their 
knowledge in an on¬ 
screen spelling bee. 

$49.95 (DOS) from 
Davidson & Associates, » 

(800) 545-7677, (310) ' 

793-0600. 



Myers, Samantha Sanacore, 

Alana Schwab, Jessica Seges- POUIlCe de Leon 


di and Michael Schimel; teach¬ 
ers Debbie Doyle and Denise 
Steele; and Anne Erbes, direc¬ 
tor of the CMP Publications’ 
Child Care Center. — C.E. 


Discovering 
America 
Lawrence 
Productions 
Ages: 8 and up 


The early explorers didn’t exactly 
come to America to admire the 
landscape. They came in search of 
gold, and conquest was their modus 
operandi. Lawrence Productions 
drives home that reality in Dis- 
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covering America, a simulation 
game that challenges kids’ knowl¬ 
edge of when and how to negotiate, 
befriend and convert the natives 
and/or pillage their villages in order 
to find riches and gain honor for the 
queen of Spain. 

Kids take the roles of Spanish 
explorers dropped off at a site in 
Florida by Christopher Columbus 
to chart the new world and learn 
about its treasures. They have 
three years (a few hours in com¬ 
puter time) to complete the task 
and return to the mouth of the 
great river on the gulf (the as-yet- 
unnamed Mississippi River and 
Gulf of Mexico) in order to meet 
the boats that will carry them back 
across the Atlantic. 

The game doesn’t pass judgment 
on the ethics of 

★ the enterprise, 

and it’s up to the 
kids to decide 
which strategy works best in which 
village. But experts in our Kids’ Lab 
had as much fun plundering the 
New World as they did mapping it. 

Diana, 12, decided to befriend 
the locals, while her brother, Doug, 
10, staged raids. 

"Why did you pillage them?’’ she 
asked him. 

“Because they didn’t like me and 
refused to trade,” he said. 

When Diana finally tried pillag¬ 
ing, she didn’t receive much of a 
reason to believe 
peaceful negotia¬ 
tions pay off: She 
found a piece of 
an amulet that her 
new “friends” had 
withheld, which 
could help her 
reach the City of 
Gold. 

The game en¬ 
courages kids to read descriptions 
of the various native villages and 
the exploits of the explorers, study a 
map of the southeastern United 
States and consider the risks and 
rewards of their behavior in an 
unknown land. It’s sure to inspire 
an interest in this country’s ori¬ 
gins—and in the finer points of 
computer diplomacy. 

$59.95 (DOS, Macintosh) from 
Lawrence Productions, (616) 665- 
7075. 



Chairman of the keyboard 


Mario 
Teaches 
Typing 
Interplay 
Ages: 4 to 14 


★ ★ 



For an arcade hero, Mario proved to 
be quite a successful teacher for the 
young experts in our HomePC Kids’ 
Lab. Even the 4- 
year-olds, who 
typically are in¬ 
timidated a bit by 
the keyboard be- I 
cause they are still ’ 
unsure about the 
alphabet, discovered 
they could make things 
happen on screen sim- ‘ 
ply by pushing the 
right keys. 

Adults can set the { 
program to challenge 
kids to find letters on the home 
(middle) row only—a good option 
for very young children. As kids 
become more skilled, parents can 
add rows and shift-key combina¬ 
tions to help kids learn to type 
parentheses and exclamation points. 
Throughout the game, kids must 
find and match keys to the letters 
that appear on the screen. With 
every correct move, Mario jumps 
hurdles and leaps in the air to catch 
stars and score extra points. 

Preschoolers got past their wari¬ 
ness of the keyboard within a few 
minutes, and older children quickly 
learned that they could finish faster 
if they used the fingering illustrated 
on screen by hands with color- 
coded fingers. But it didn’t take 
long for kids of 
every age group 
to realize that 
they’d master 
the game more quickly in pairs: 
One child called out the letters that 
appeared on screen while the other 
typed. Soon they were chattering 
away at the keys. 

“Yeeeeeeeeeeeeeee,” screeched 
Thomas, 4. 

"R! R! Rrrrrrrr! Where are 
you?” called Jason, 4. 

A good educational program 
should be one part learning and two 
parts fun, and Mario Teaches 
Typing is. Even adults who need to 
brush up on their skills may find 
themselves sitting in on the lessons. 

$29.95 (DOS), $34.95 (Mac- \ 
intosh), $39.95 (DOS CD-ROM) 
from Interplay, (S00) 969-GAME, 
(714) 553-6655. 
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Before your kids get any of these, 



try them FREE and 30 more 


all on one Club KidSoft CD! 


Try the top 40 

Sample more than 40 of the top 
programs for kids on the KidSoft 
CD. Sample the best reading, 
math, science, and other educa¬ 
tional software. (No shareware.) 

Buy the top 40 
Purchase full versions of top kids’ 
programs—complete with docu¬ 
mentation—right off the Club 
KidSoft CD! All it takes is one toll- 
free call to KidSoft. (No modem!) 
And about 10 seconds of typing. We 
give you the “code” to “unlock” the 
program and it’s yours. 


Explore the Extras 

Most sampler CDs just give you 
demos. But the Club KidSoft CD is 
filled with special surprises. Just for 
kids. There’s an art gallery of kid’s 
computer creations. Multimedia 
stories. Plus, contests, activities, cool 
music, and lots more. 

Special Bonus 

Each CD also comes with the first 
software magazine for kids. Learn 
about the newest software and cool 
ways to use it. Plus, fun computer 
activities, contests, and more. 


FREE TRIAL! 

Join today and we’ll send you the 
first CD and magazine absolutely 
FREE. Then you pay $7.95 for 
each additional quarterly issue. At 
no risk. If you’re not completely 
satisfied, cancel anytime. 

So, what are you waiting for? 

800 * 354*6150 


KIDSOFT 












A little excitement, and then it wanes 


Willy 

Wabbit 

Systems 

Education 

Center 

Ages: 4 and up 


Willy Wabbit invites children into 
his treehouse on a rainy day to read 
his magic books. But you’ll soon find 
yourself wondering whether kids 
wouldn’t be better off just curling up 
with a real book on their own. 
Unlike the stars of many computer- 
based books for children, Willy, a 
bunny, is not very interactive. 

The books show kids a series of 
informational screens and illustra¬ 



tions, which, among other things, 
describe global landmarks such as 
the Statue of Liberty, the Great 
Wall of China and the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa. Animations play as 
kids click on objects, but even 
though Willy appears in most 
screens and kids can click on the 
instruments in his music book to 
heai- them play, you won’t find the 
kinds of stories that engage kids’ 
imaginations so well in other inter¬ 
active books. 

“I want to see what’s in every 
book,” Billy, 8, insisted. But after 
completing all seven, he was bored 
with the program. There are no 
games or activities to hold kids’ 
attention for long. 

And although the program is dis¬ 
tributed in the United States by 
Great Bear Software, the U.S. phone 
number is listed only on the 
box. The number listed in 
the CD-BOM’s manual 
is for the developer, 
SEC, which is based 
in Singapore. If you 
throw away the 
box, you may be 
facing a pricey 
international 
call for technical 
assistance. 

$49.95 (Windows 
CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM), 
distributed by Great Bear for 
Systems Education Centre, (800) 
795-4325, (510) 631-1600. 


In a league of her own 


At Bat 
Jambone 
Comics 
Ages: 4 to 12 


Thomas and Sammy, both 4, didn’t 
know what to make of At Bat. 
Standing over home plate, cheerful¬ 
ly swinging a baseball bat, was 
Budy, the program’s main charac¬ 
ter—a girl. 

Neither boy thought girls were 


supposed to play baseball, but 
Budy looks like an all-star, knock¬ 
ing in the winning run, teaching 
Joey, her little brother, how to play, 
and not once worrying about a 
salary cap or stalled labor negotia¬ 
tions, unlike the big leaguers. 

At Bat is a charming interactive 
story that advances as kids click on 
flashing arrows to hear and read 



the next “page.” They can click on 
buttons at the top of the screen at 
any time to go to the house, park or 
yard and play (in the yard, they 
can even hit the ball through a 
neighbor’s window) with Budy and 
her teammates. 

“Try that again,” urged Sammy 
when Thomas clicked on the door¬ 
bell at Budy’s house and a dragon¬ 
fly flew out. When Sammy took the 
mouse, he clicked again and again 
on the doorbell, chuckled each time 
the dragonfly appeared, then 
ducked through the gate into the 
backyard to take 

★ a little batting 

^ ^ ^ practice. 

Animations, 
games and baseball trivia pop up 
just about everywhere you click in 
this program; older kids will enjoy 
soaking up the tidbits of baseball 
history and getting tips on their 
game. The illustration, narration 
and games in the program are all 
top-notch. And parents who are 
sensitive to stereotypes will appre¬ 
ciate the efforts made to balance 
Budy’s team with girls and boys of 
many cultures. 

$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM, 
Macintosh CD-ROM) from Jambone 
Comics, (604) 739-7281. 













-- 

IbANk Heaven 

For Little Girls. 




Now your children can have 
fun singing, reading, 
coloring and count¬ 
ing with Thumbelina, 
the tiny girl from Don Bluth’s popular 
animated feature film. (*■ Thumbelina: An 
Interactive Adventure on CD-ROM creates 
a fun-filled wonderland for kids to explore. 
Children of all ages will sing-along, read, paint 


original dialogue 
featuring the 
delightful 
Voices of 




Carol Channing, Jodi Benson and Gilbert 
Gottfried. 


Discover 
the sheer 
magic of this 








with a magical paint Brush” and enjoy 
traditional story-telling narrative with jS 
Thumbelina and her animated 
friends. <® ybur child will be treated to ^|| 
breathtaking, full-motion animation by 

Don Bluth, a rich 
musical score by 


TIME WARNER 

Barry Manilow and | interactive 


1 e lady that will provide 
hours of big fun for your kids. 
To order Thumbelina: An Interactive 
Adventure on CD-ROM, see 
r favorite 

software retailer or call ! 
our toll-free number: 

I-800-482-T7dd. 


























Monster .smash 


Little 

Monster at 
School 
Living 
Books 
Ages: 3 to 8 


★ ★ 


Just Grandma and Me, a book by 
children’s author Mercer Mayer, 
became an instant classic when it 
was released as the first Living 
Book on CD-ROM. Now, the ever¬ 
growing series of Living Books 
returns with a second title from 
Mercer Mayer. 

Little Monster at School has all 
the charm of Just Grandma and 
Me. Kids read along with the nar¬ 
rated story, following Little 
Monster, a young creature who 
resembles a rhinocerous, from the 
time he wakes up in his bedroom, 
through his day at school, until he 
walks home 

★ * with his friend, 

1/2 Yally- Objects 

in every scene 
come alive in colorful animations 
whenever kids click on them. 

‘‘Do the lamp. Do the lamp,” 9- 
year-old Heather urged Samantha, 
7. When Samantha clicked on the 
lamp, it spun and switched on and 
off. Then she clicked on a poster of 



an astronaut, who 
floated off the 
paper to the tune of 
The Skater’s Waltz. 
As it played, Jes¬ 
sica, 8, stepped for¬ 
ward and spun her 
arms in a quick 
ballet motion while 
dancing along to 
the refrain. 

“Oh, this is so cute,” Heather 
declared. 

Owners of other Living Books 
will find their characteristic 
charm, if no surprises, in this one. 
Mercer Mayer fans won’t be disap¬ 
pointed; it will make a fine addi¬ 
tion to their software library. 

$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM, 
Macintosh CD-ROM) from Brod- 
erbund’s Living Books, (800) 521- 
6263, (415) 382-4600. • 


Note: Before you buy any software, check your 
computer owner's manual to determine operating 
system, microprocessor, memory and disk space. 
Then read the software box or consult a salesper¬ 
son to be sure your computer and the program 
are compatible. All prices are suggested retail 
unless otherwise noted. 




Discovering Endangered Wildlife. 
CD-ROM Interactive Fun and Learning. 


k ow, with Discovering Endangered Wildlife, your children 
can learn about one of the most important topics of their 
generation, taught through fun games and activities designed 
for children ages 9 and up. With stunning nature photography, 
wildlife sounds, and narrated text, children learn about the 
habits, diets, daily routines, and key threats to endangered 
species. 

Not just a reference tool, Discovering Endangered Wildlife 

provides a wide variety of skill reinforcement for problem 
solving, reading comprehension and memory skills, as well as in- 
depth information on each animal. Game activities include: 

• Multimedia Crosswords 

• Word Find 

• Memory Match 

• Jigsaw Puzzles and Much More! 


LYRIQ 


Call Toll-Free Now 

1 - 800 - 433-4464 

for the Dealer Nearest You! 

























Okay, so someone knows more 
about kids than we do. 


Even without the big belly 
and rosy cheeks, kids are eager 
to tell us exactly what they 
want. What they think. How 
they feel. 

And that makes all the 
difference. Because kids are 
different. They don’t all 
learn the same way or like the 
same things. 

Which is why our award¬ 
winning library of interactive 
multimedia software includes 
four language arts and three 



math programs, packed with 
animals...aliens...airplanes...or 
arcade-style games. 

With such a selection, you’re 
sure to find the perfect one 
for your child. Especially 
when you consider that 
each was created by a team 
of educational experts who know 
as much about kids as they do 
about learning. 

So visit a Sanctuary Woods 
retailer or call 1-800-943-3664 
for more information. 


© 1994 Sanctuary Woods Multimedia, Inc 


ed. I-Leam is a trademark of Sane 













And to make lab&els. 


But there’s only one 
smart way to do both. 


Pocket your pen. Toss your typewriter. And leave your laser printer alone. Because if you re using any of them to 
address envelopes or make labels, you’re making things hard on yourself. After all, you could be using a Smart Label Printer. 

These little machines feature powerful, easy-to-use software. So you can print labels in an instant without 
exiting an application whether you’re working with a Windows!," DOS or Macintosh® system. 

Smart Label software can automatically capture an address or other text and graphics from 
your computer screen. Print it instantly, or save it to the built-in database. It even lets you 
personalize labels with graphics, bar codes, digital images, and a selection of over 50 fonts. In 
short, this unique software makes Smart Label Printers the time-saving, hassle-free, fool-proof 
solution for labeling everything from envelopes to name tags, file folders to floppy disks. 

The Smart Label Printer Pro™ and the Smart Label Printer Plus? Making labels 
any other way just wouldn’t be smart. 

For more information, call 1-800-688-0817. W T T 

Seiko Instruments 


Z/Ls&i - 



























Institution 

Dinosaur 

Museum 

Software 

Marketing 

IScience) 


Before Jurassic Park , before Barney, 
even before The Flintstones , people 
who thought dinosaurs were cool 
could get an eyeful at the Smith¬ 
sonian Institution. Now that dino¬ 
saurs seem to be everywhere, it’s no 
surprise the Smithsonian has com¬ 
piled photos, paintings and text from 
its own National Museum of Natural 
History in Washington and 24 other 


D.C.? Looks like it stands for Dinosaur 

world-class museums (including the 
Dinosaur National Monument in, yes, 

Dinosaur, Colo.) to get in on the ex¬ 
plosion in dino-related software. 

The Dinosaur Museum, intended 
for enthusiasts of all ages, has three 
“rooms.” The Museum Boom con¬ 
tains dioramas and skeletons, with 
text covering every¬ 
thing from dinosaur 
dassifications to the loca- 
of major fossil finds. The 
Conservatory provides 
background mate¬ 
rial, such as in¬ 
formation on 
ife-forms of 
the Mesozoic 
Era and a Who’s 
Who in dinosaur 


research. The Game Room offers a 
simple trivia/picture-matching quiz. 

Unfortunately, while the material 
is interesting, the program misses 
much of multimedia’s potential. The 

★ . audio is [united to the pro- 

nunciation of those oh-so- 
^ tricky dino names and a 
few annoying jungle sounds 
in the background, and the disk con¬ 
tains no video or animation. And the 
software’s “3-D option” isn’t much 
# of a technological marvel: Don 

Capital a pair of cardboard 3-D glasses 
(included) to view select skulls, 
skeletons and dioramas. 

Still, the Smithsonian has always 
made learning fun, and this trip back 
in time is no exception. It’s not per¬ 
fect, but it makes a good start at 
bringing the museum’s fine tradition 
to the home computer. 

$59.95 (Windows, Macintosh) 
from Software Marketing, (S00) 
545-6626, (602) 893-3377. 


Also 


reviewed in Home Library 

• Multimedia Schubert: 

The Trout Quintet 

• World Atlas, Version 5 

• Space Missions 

• Reading the stars: Each program reviewed in 
this section is rated on a scale of 0 to 4 stars based 
on its ease of use, content, reference tools, sound 
and graphics, and presentation, in terms of both 
entertainment value and usefulness. 


December 1994 HOMEPC 269 













Visiting Schubert’s alley 


Multimedia 

Schubert: 

The Trout 

Quintet 

Microsoft 

(Music) 


If you’re fishing for a gift to give the 
music lover on your holiday list, try 
this excellent multimedia treatment 
of Schubert’s “Trout Quintet.” 

Multi m edia Schubert features the 
composer’s Quintet in A Major, 
dubbed “The Trout Quintet” be¬ 
cause of its brilliant water imagery. 
As you listen to the piece, on-screen 
text by music critic Alan Rich, who 
writes for the Los Angeles Daily- 
News, dissects the music’s structure, 
themes and techniques. “Listen for 
the thump-thump of the double 
bass pizzicato,” he advises us at 
one point. “It’s 
one of the few 
times that de¬ 
vice is used in 
this piece.” 

You can play 
the composition 
in its entirety 
(about 40 min¬ 
utes), or you 
can listen to it 
one phrase at a 
you can back up 
highlighted words in the 
point for definitions 



★ ★ 


or click o 
text at i 

and background information. 

Text and still pictures tell the 
story of Schubert’s brief (1797- 
1828) but productive life, as well as 
the origin of the Trout Quintet. 
Sound and text are beautifully 
synched to demonstrate the specif- 

★ ics of this piece— 

Schubert’s use of 
musical figures to 
suggest fish frol¬ 
icking in sparkling mountain 
streams—and the fundamentals of 
classical music in general. In dis¬ 
cussing the sonata form, for 
instance, Rich notes that both 
Schubert and Mozart would often 
quickly jump into a different key to 
keep listeners on their toes. Just 
click on an icon for an audio exam¬ 
ple; the word “here” even appears 
on screen at the precise moment the 
key changes. 

This is one of a series of music 
appreciation CD-ROMs from Micro¬ 
soft; other discs highlight Beethoven, 
Stravinsky (reviewed in HomePC in 
August), Mozart and Strauss. 
Thanks to its tridv interactive mix of 
sound and text, the series elegantly 


proves what the excitement over 
“multimedia” is all about. 

$59.95 (Windows CD-ROM) from 
Microsoft, (800) 426-9400, (206) 
882-8080. 

An absence of direction 


World Atlas, 
Version 5 
The Software 
Toolworks 
(Geography, 
reference) 


★ ★ 


Pity the modern-day mapmakers. 
Just when they think they’ve got the 
world all figured out, somebody 
redraws the lines. As if to prove the 
point, Software Toolworks is already 
on the fifth edition of its World Atlas 
CD-ROM in only three years. 

The newest version has been 
enhanced with more video clips of 
cities worldwide (150 in all), more 
color photographs (1,000) and 
more flags and national anthems 
(200). And the audio library not 
only provides correct pronuncia¬ 
tions of country and city names (as 
it did in earlier versions), it also 
offers 15 common phrases in each 
of 30 languages. 

But the maps, while up to date, 
are not very detailed. You can’t 
zoom in on a country’s states or 
provinces, much less see counties 
and small towns, and the 50 city 
maps are too vague to help anyone 
find their way around 
jfn town. 

•1^ World Atlas is fun to 

play with, and it’s fine 
for elementary research. But for any 
travelers in need of detailed direc¬ 
tions and concrete advice, this Atlas 
rates but a shrug. 

$59.95 (Windows CD-ROM, 
Macintosh CD-ROM) from The Soft¬ 
ware Toolworks, (800) 234-3088, 
(415) 883-3000. 
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SoftCOOK ^ mi - The Only Computer Cookbook you will EVER need I 

4ISO FROM M0fcUMX,4FUU (M OF COMFVRR COOKBOOKS tOMMSf MRrMUlIL 


M’m! M’m! Good! cooking begins with Campbell’s family of 
quality products. The great-tasting recipes in this special 
collection include both new ideas and time-tested 
favorites - all of them have been streamlined for quick and 
easy preparation. 

Softcook introduces "Campbell’s Recipe Favorites” 
as one of the most comprehensive and easy-to-use 
computer cookbooks available today. 

Add your own favorite and treasured recipes to create 
a personalized recipe collection you’ll use every day! 


From your computer to your table... 

• Add your own recipes • Fast and simple installation procedure 

• Extremely user-friendly, loaded with features • Illustrative 256 COLOR on-screen pictures 
- minimal computer knowledge required! • Detailed user guide and on line help 

You will use it every day! 


WITH CAMPBELL’S RECIPE FAVORITES, YOU CAN: 

• Access more than 400 great-tasting recipes from Campbell’s 
Kitchens 

• View over 225 pictures IN FULL 256 COLORS 

•Create your personal cookbook by adding your own recipes 

• Add your personal comments to any recipe 

• Print one or any combination of recipes at a time 
•Prepare ingredient shopping list - by store and by aisle 

• Plan your daily and weekly menus 

•Search recipes by ingredients, preparation time, last served 
to a specific guest...including “recipe does NOT contain” search 


THIS COMPLETE COMPUTER COOKBOOK, 
INCLUDES: 

•Menu-and party-planning features 

•Prep Time and Cook Time with every recipe 

•On-screen help 

•Super-fast Spell Check for all recipes and notes 
•View pictures from diskette or install and remove 
pictures from hard disk with the touch of a key 
•Export recipes to your favorite word processor 
•On-line conversion calculator - Metric and Imperial 
measures 

•Automatic data backup upon exiting software... 



Complete with International and Special occasion 
recipes, wine suggestions and complete meal plan¬ 
ning capabilities. Now available, is a total of over 
1600 recipes packed with new features. As you read 
this, hundreds more are under preparation by the 
dedicated staff of MORAMAX SOFTWARE. 

At MORAMAX, we take your pleasure seriously. 

SOFTCOOK version 2.0 titles now available 
lor DOS and Windows are: 

POL MARTIN - “Love at First Bite” 

POL MARTIN - “Supreme Cuisine” 

POL MARTIN - “Modern American Cooking” 

Order now and receive any Softcook title for $34.95 

40% off suggested list price of $59.95 I-,,-, 

1-800-518-CHEF (2433)WMMM B 1 




MICROSOFT. 
WIN I h >\\ v 
COMPATIBLE 


MORAMAX 


SHIPPING AND 
HANDLING INCLUDED 











Info’s a blast , but presentation’s off 


Space 

Missions 

IMSI 

(Science) 


★ ★ 


Space Missions unwittingly illus¬ 
trates how quickly we’ve come to 
take slick presentations on CD- 
ROM for granted. The information 
on the disc is excellent, but it’s hard 
to ignore its lack of polish. For 
starters, the disc’s narrator could 
use some practice. Her delivery is 
dull, and when she’s not talking, 
most of the photos and video clips 
are accompanied by "‘dead air.” 
Audio is often limited to the numer¬ 
ical drone of Mission Control count¬ 
ing down one of the hundreds of 
launches shown here. 

That’s a shame, because the data 
is worth seeing. Video, text, audio 
and still photos cover more than 
1,600 missions. Film clips from the 
late ’40s and early ’50s report on 
the humble beginnings of the U.S. 
and Soviet space programs; new, 
more familiar images carry us into 
the ’90s. Some moments are famil¬ 
iar and unforgettable: Neil 
Armstrong’s “small step for man,” 
the Challenger explosion. Others (a 



silent film of the ill-fated 1957 
Explorer launch, the fascinating 
planetary pictures from the Mariner 
and Voyager flights) are rare gems. 

The final countdown? The disc 
won’t be universally appreciated, but 
any die-hard space aficionado will 
have a field day with the facts here. 

$49.95 (Windows CD-ROM) 
from IMSI. (S00) S33-4674, (415) 
454-7101. • 


Note: Before you buy any software, check your 
computer owner's manual to determine operating 
system, microprocessor, memory and disk space. 
Then read the software box or consult a salesperson 
to be sure your computer and the program are com¬ 
patible. All prices are suggested or estimated retail. 








































Introduce Your Family to the 
World of Imagination! 


Discover a new world! 

Join the network that’s bringing families together. 

So what if your brother lives in Boston, your 
grandmother’s in Seattle and your cousin is two states away? 
Now, you can really connect with them 
every day, at any time. 



Your Brother in Boston 


The ImagiNation Network offers a unique 
entertainment experience. Play dozens of games, 
and chat in real time with real friends and real family 
across town or clear across the country. 



Entertainment, fun and friends... 

Imagination has the classic board and card games we all grew 
up with, like bridge, chess, and hearts. But that’s only 
the beginning. Spend time with a noted actor or writer in one of 
our regular forums. (It’s your chance to ask that burning question 
the talk show host forgot.) 
Attend classes at our 
University. Meet new friends 
you didn’t know you had 
when you share your interests 
and hobbies. 

Special Introductory Offer... 

Come join us for a free tour of the community that thousands 
of families throughout the country like to call home. 





Get 5 FREE 
hours on The 
ImagiNation 
Network! 


Sign me up for 5 FREE HOURS 
on the ImagiNation Network. 



zip 


PHONE(_ 




t a question about your order) 

MEDIA (check one): f~l 3.5” diskettes I I CD-ROM 
YOUR SIGNATURE_ 


Offer Source Code: 814. Offer expires 1/31/95. 

Offer valid to new members only. © 1994 The ImagiNation Network. All rights res 


The ImagiNation Network requires a valid major 
credit card and at least a 386 IBM PC compatible 
computer, a 2400 baud modem, a mouse, a keyboard, 
and at least 580 kb of available memory. I understand 
that my first month’s membership is free and that it 
allows me five hours of network access in that calen¬ 
dar month with any additional hours I use billed at 
$3.50 each. Each subsequent month that I remain a 
member, I’ll be charged $9.95 per month giving me 
five hours of network access time to be used in that 
calendar month with each additional hour billed at 
$3.50. If I choose, I can call anytime to cancel my 
membership. Otherwise I’ll just keep having fun! 


IMAGINATION!. 




















Start Exploring Your Own 
ImagiNation With 5 Free Hours! 


Here’s What You Get... 


Here’s All You Need... 


^ % Mail in this card and in less than a week you will receive 
your software. 

^»»A brand new membership with 5 free hours of network 
time in that calendar month to get acquainted with new friends. 
After you use your free hours, you’ll be billed at a rate of $3.50 
per hour during the first month. Each month you remain a 
member, you’ll be billed just $9.95 which includes 
5 free hours; additional hours are 
billed $3.50 each. 

A free subscription to Imaginings, 
the members-only full 
color newsletter that ■— . 
highlights | 


and features 
profiles of members 
and on-line celebrities. 



I have at least a 386sx or better with a hard drive 
and 4MB RAM. I also have VGA graphics and a Microsoft- 
compatible mouse. 

^ You bet I have at least a 2400 baud modem. You think I 
want to have all this fun by myself? 

£ % To use ImagiNation requires a major 
credit card. I have one! 

ImagiNation. Of course I have that. 
Are you crazy? 

And if you need help installing your 
ImagiNation Network software, or in 
using it, just give us a call. 

We’re available at 

1-800-IMAGIN-l 

(1-800-462-4461) from 8:00 AM 
to 10:00 PM, seven days a week. 

right to change features, rates, or specifications at any time. 
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In the next issue 
you’ll find... 



Dieting & Fitness 

Stay healthy all year round! Software programs that 
will help. 

Clip Art 

Jazz up business reports, family and association 
newsletters and even kids' school papers with this 
sampling of clip art programs. 

Excel Tips 

Helpful hints on how to use one of the most popular 
spreadsheet programs on the market. 

Spreadsheet Projects 

New and creative ways to put spreadsheet software to 

Behavior Modification 

Use your PC to help reinforce your children's best 
behavior with rewards and certificates. 

Heartwarming E-mail Tales 

Delightful stories that illustrate how e-mail can bring 
people together, no matter how far apart they are. 


How to Use E-mail 

The ins and outs of e-mail, including finding 
addresses and sending mail to people on different 
on-line services. 

Making Money with Your PC 

Profiles of people whose home computers have played 
a critical role in shaping their financial future. 

Consumer Lab 

“Real” consumers test black-and-white and color 
inkjet and laser printers in the HomePC Lab. 

Plus a whole lot more! 

HOMEPC 

It really hits home 


To subscribe call 1-800-829-0119 or 904-445-4662 ext.420 
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-Ebenezer Scrooge, Esq. 



Curtis Space Miser™ b 
Printer Station: 

For center or rear 
feed perf printers. 

#MS1GR (Granite) 



Curtis Space Miser™ | 
Computer Station: 

For any personal 
computer. 

#MS3GR (Granite) 

#MS3CL (Charcoal) 

Suggested Retail .. 


$ 10 Rebate Offer 

Buy any Space Miser™ Station and Curtis will send you a 
check for $10! Complete coupon and send it with original 
sales receipt dated between 11/1/94 and 1/31/95, and the 
label to: Curtis, 30 Fitzgerald Dr., Jaffrey, NH 03452. 



Curtis Space Miser™ 
Universal Station: 

For laser or ink jet 
printers, fax machines or 
copiers. 

#MS2GR (Granite) 

#MS2CL (Charcoal) 

Suggested Retail.$74.95 



ILitioclucing Curtis Space Miser™ Sfafions- 


A futuristic solution to problems of the past. Turn small spaces into productive 
work areas of the present. Ultra strong, yet light in weight - a durable present 
day material that will set the wave of the future. 

But best of all, you can save money if you buy now! \-U VI | 


For the dealer nearest you, call 1-800-955-5544 Ext. 295 























do-it-yourself 

nuts + 
bolts . . 

Adding a chip for 



Q Unplug your computer’s 
power cord and remove the 
cover. 



Q Touch the PC’s power sup¬ 
ply for a few seconds to 
discharge any static elec¬ 
tricity that has built up in 
your body. 


Y-STEP TIPS 

multimedia muscle 

So you need more PC power but you’re not about to 
spend $2,000for a brand-new system? You may be able 
to breathe new life into your current computer simply 
by upgrading its processor, or “brain. ” 

During the past two years, thousands of home com¬ 
puter users bought entry-level multimedia PCs based 
on Intel’s 486SX/25 processor chip. Unfortunately, the 
486SX/25 can’t handle all of today’s best multimedia 
programs, many of which require at least the more 
powerful 486DX2/50 chip. The good news is that you 
can make most 486SX/25-based computers run faster 
by switching the processor—a 486DX2/50 chip costs 
around $199. Some computers will support an even 
beefier upgrade—up to a 486DX4/100 (about $650). 
Check the owner’s manual for your computer to see 
how fast it can go. 

The upgrade process in these pages should take no 
more than 30 minutes (we upgraded a 486SX/25 to a 
486DX2/50, but the steps apply to most processor up¬ 
grades). The only tools you ’ll need are those required to 
take the cover off your computer. As always, be sure to 
read all our instructions and the sections on processor 
upgrades in your computer’s owner’s manual carefully 
before you start. 
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Locate the central processing unit 
(CPU), or processor, on your com¬ 
puter’s motherboard (the big green 
board all the cards inside your PC 
plug into). The CPU is a square, 
black “chip” about two inches 
wide. Along one side of the CPU 
you will see a gray or silver lever. 



Lift the lever with your finger until 
it’s nearly upright. 



Q Lift the CPU straight up out of its 
socket. Don’t twist it or turn it un¬ 
til the pins under the chip have 
cleared the socket. 


▼ 



U You’re about to handle a sensi¬ 
tive—and expensive—piece of 
equipment, so ground yourself 
again. Now, take your new proces¬ 
sor out of the box. Store your old 
CPU in the box the new processor 
came in; you never know when it 
might come in handy. 



Grab the CPU from two sides and 
pull it straight up. Be careful not to 
twist it. Do not use pliers, a screw¬ 
driver or any other tools to lift the 
chip; doing so might damage the 
chip or twist the delicate pins be¬ 
neath it. (Long fingernails could be 
helpful here.) 


One corner of your new CPU will be 
flattened out. It may not be obvi¬ 
ous at first, so look carefully. 
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Control tVie\ 


FREE SAMPLER! For a free Morgan sampler 

disc call 415.616.6856 while supplies last. 


Rec 


in Greece 


Take a fresh look at an old 
classic as you guide Morgan 
through episodes of Homer’s 
classic, The Iliad. Prepare 
to meet zany characters, find 
clues and solve tricky puzzles 
along the way. This wildly 
creative romp through history 
is more than a story -- it’s a 
cultural adventure! 


Morgan's Trivia Machine 

Laugh and learn as you 
challenge HAM 9000 to a 
hilarious game of facts, facts, 
facts! Choose from 6 difficulty 
levels and 3 awesome 
activities such as mountain 
climbing (on Mars!) to learn 
science, geography and 
interesting facts about the 
world. 


Moroan 


CD-ROM Macintosh and Windows 
Available at Babbages, BestBuy, 
Egghead, Electronics Boutique, CompUSA, 
. Computer City, and Software Etc. 




















486DX2 BIOS U1.2R1.7 

Copur ight (C) fleer Incoipo 

50BHZ DX2 CPU • 

003712 KB Memory Good 
000096 KB Shadow RAM 

1 Diskette Dri^eCs) 


I Check the CPU socket inside the 
computer for the “rounded corner.” 
It’s usually easy to spot. The holes 
in the socket are in rows and form 
neat, orderly corners on three 
sides; the one side that seems to 
have its holes scattered at random 
is the rounded corner. 


0 Line up the flat corner of the CPU 
with the rounded corner of the CPU 
socket. 


© 


0 Make sure the pins on the bottom of 
the CPU are lined up with the holes 
in the CPU socket. Hold the chip at 
its sides and gently press the new 
processor into the socket. Don’t 
push from the top; you may damage 
the heat dissipater attached to the 
top of the processor. You won’t feel 
anything click or lock; just press 
the processor in until it stops. 
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Boot up your computer. When it 
starts, it should display on screen 
what type of processor it is using. 
Check to see that it lists the cor¬ 
rect chip, and get ready to fly. • 


Check the owner’s manual for your 
computer to see if any jumpers or 
switches on the motherboard need 
to be changed after a processor up¬ 
grade. Some computers require you 
to change a switch or two in order 
to accommodate the faster proces¬ 
sor. Any necessary changes should 
be explained in the section on up¬ 
grading your processor. 


Push the gray or silver lever back 
into the “down” position so it lies 
against the motherboard. This will 
lock the CPU in place. 



















You dreamed 

of going on Safari 


Africa 



Journey with award-winning 
photographer and author, Jonathan Scott. 
Experience extraordinary sights, sounds 
and video. Go 'On Safari' - an interactive 
tour through East Africa. Bring Africa 
alive on your multimedia PC. 


Medio 


YOU 


Experience she African Adventure 


MEDIO MULTIMEDIA, INC. 

Multimedia and Online Publishing 


m.^on call l-ffO()-788-3866. 



AlpENqlow 




Bradleys handwriting, age 




Introducing ConcertWare for Macintosh® 


and Windows™. The fun, new way for song¬ 
writers of all ages to play and 
print music using a multimedia 
computer. Compose totally original music 
using your keyboard, mouse or any MIDI 


ConcerttUara 





Print professional quality sheet 
music with as many as 32 parts, “ 
plus lyrics. To order ^ 
ConcertWare, or for 
more details, call our 


Use the tm-serm keyboard 
to play, edit or just havefm 
experimenting with music. 


toll-free 


instrument. Play it back, and see it ••■!>« 

* Complete with software, full size MIDI keyboard 

lical notation. and adapter cables. For a limited time only. right away. 


Concertlllare 



















P c 


WAY 


d o ■ i f ■ y o u r $ e I I 

hobbies + 
lifestyles ... 

The arts and leisure intersection 


Remember when you were a 
kid and you wouldn’t think 
twice about taking out your 
crayons and coloring all over 
that blank sheet of paper—or 
that blank white wall? Now 
you can recapture those artis- 


computer-generated art. “It helps you create 
things you could never do on a sketchpad or 
canvas.” 

But you don’t have to be a celebrated artist 
to “paint” on screen: Most of the programs re¬ 
viewed below are designed with such easy-to- 
understand tutorials that most adults, and 
even older kids, have little difficulty lear ning 
the basics. They typically feature palettes with 
icons representing artist’s tools, such as brush¬ 
es, crayons, erasers, textures, patterns and, of 
course, colors. Paint software is capable of 
supporting up to 16.7 million colors, if your 



b y 


tic impulses of your youth— Whatever 

minus the mess—with the your style, 
help of your home computer paint 
and a PC painting program. programs 


Even more experienced 
artists who use traditional 
tools—watercolors, pastels, 
oils or acrylics—can watch 
their creations come to life 
on-screen. 

“If you’re a painter, soft¬ 
ware lets you work through 
concepts quickly and make 
decisions faster,” explains 
Laurence Gartel, an instruc¬ 
tor at the School of Visual 
Arts in New York who creates 


can help you 
develop 
a unique 
technique. 


rob kelly 


graphics card cooperates. (Check the manual 
that came with the card for information about 
graphics capabilities.) 

Your computer screen functions as your 
easel and canvas. To get your creative juices 
flowing, just click on an icon—say, chalk— 
select a color and start making your master¬ 
piece. In many paint programs, your mouse is 
speed-sensitive; this means you can make 
thinner lines by moving the mouse rapidly 
and thicker lines by moving it quickly. (For 
greater control over your drawing or painting, 
you may prefer to use a graphics “tablet” and 
an electronic stylus, which simulates pen and 
paper, instead of a mouse. For more informa¬ 
tion about tablets, see page 284.) 

If you plan to use your paint package to de¬ 
sign newsletters or brochures as well as paint¬ 
ings, consider a program that incorporates clip 
art—electronic illustrations of everyday objects 
such as animals, people and flowers—or buy a 
separate clip art package. Also check out soft¬ 
ware packages of photographic images that can 
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be used in conjunction with painting 
software. The tools in a paint pro¬ 
gram, such as an eraser or brush, let 
you change the shape or color of 
photos or otherwise alter them. 
Then you can import your creation 
into a desktop-publishing docu¬ 
ment, such as a newsletter or flier. 

If you aspire to create some¬ 
thing a bit more artsy—a portrait, 
landscape, still life or abstract, for 
instance—some programs let you 
imitate the masters by selecting 
brushstroke options that mimic an 
artist’s style—Van Gogh’s thick, 
swirling strokes or Georges Seu¬ 
rat’s pointillism, for example. 


Another treat: Most PC paint 
programs offer an art studio’s worth 
of tools and supplies in one compact 
package for far less money than 
you’d spend on traditional art sup¬ 
plies. And, thanks to eraser tools 
and undo commands, you can cor¬ 
rect your mistakes as easily as you 
made them. 

There are about a dozen paint¬ 
ing programs aimed primarily at 
adults (and many more just for 
kids) readily available in stores, 
most of which share a similar set 
of basic tools (paintbrush, pen, 
crayon), with 20 or more textures 
or patterns, and a generous assort- 



Dabbler: No fishing around for tools. 


ment of colors. Some provide on¬ 
screen instructional features, and 
several drawing programs, intend¬ 
ed primarily for use in business 
presentations, offer tips for creat- 


The electronic pen is mightier than the keyboard 


For folks who want to take 
their paint software to the 
limit as a hobby or career, 
there’s a handful of afford¬ 
able graphics “tablets” 
that make drawing on a 
computer screen easier 
and more fun. A tablet is 
typically paired with an 
electronic pen, or stylus, 
which simulates the feel of 
^ a paintbrush 
on a canvas or 
pencil on pad—a 
far cry from 
using a mouse 
to move a cur¬ 
sor around on 
your screen. For 
about $200 you can buy a 
tablet that will get you 
started with your drawing, 
and that also functions as 
a mouse when you need to 
pick items off an on-screen 
menu, for example. 

Tablets lie flat on your 
desktop. Some are pres¬ 
sure-sensitive: The harder 
you press down on the 
pen, for instance, the 
darker the line that ap¬ 


pears on your screen. 
Using a tablet and an 
electronic pen also tends 
to save you money in the 
long run, because you 
don’t have to keep replen¬ 
ishing art supplies. 

The Acecat II from 
Acecad (800-676-4223, 
408-655-1900) is among 
the least expensive tab¬ 
lets on the market ($129 
for DOS and Windows, 
$149 for the Macintosh). It 
has a 5- x 5-inch drawing 
space, a tethered pen and 
an auto-install feature de¬ 
signed to walk you 
through the installation 


Dabbler for either the PC or 
the Mac, are on the way. 

The Penmouse ($249 
for Windows or the Macin¬ 
tosh) from Kurta (800- 
445-8782, 602-276-5533) 
also gives artists a 4- x 5- 
inch drawing area and 
comes equipped with a 
cordless pen. The only 
catch is that it’s not pres¬ 
sure sensitive. Kurta’s 
XGT is more expensive 
($395 for Windows or the 
Macintosh), but it has a 
slightly larger 6- x 8-inch 
drawing area and it in¬ 
cludes a cordless, pres¬ 
sure-sensitive pen. — R.K. 


A new pressure-sensi¬ 
tive tablet, ArtPad ($199 
for Windows) from Wacom 
Technology (800-922-6613, 
206-750-8882) provides a 4- 
x 5-inch drawing space and 
comes with a cordless, 
batteryless pen. Wacom 
says a Macintosh version, 
which also lists for $199, 
and a $239 package that 
includes painting software 



















Medical HouseCalT Software—The 
Ultimate Home Medical Reference Resource. 

Powerful home version of the medical software 
used in 62 medical schools and by over 
2,000 practicing physicians. 

Interactive software does what no book can — 
analyzes symptoms, presents list of possible causes, and 
cross-references with a click of the mouse. 

Covers over 90% of most common conditions — 
1,100 diseases, 394 poisons, 2,890 drugs, 515 tests, 
and over 6,000 medical findings. 

Tells you how serious a symptom is, 
and when to seek professional assistance. 

Four resources in one — home medical reference, 
drug interaction and side-effects guide, family medical 
record keeper, and symptom analysis tool. 


$8995 


Special 

introductory price. 
Limited-time offer. 


Call 1-800-863-4666, dept. A33. 

, Satisfaction guaranteed or money back. 

!ti= Available for both Windows” and Macintosh: 


Introducing Medical HouseCall™—the ultimate 
home medical reference resource. Now, instead 
of wading through volumes of medical books, try 
Medical HouseCall™— , A 
the softvi/are--^. 
that turns your 
computer into a 
personalized, easy-to-use 
medical information system. 

With it, you'll point-and-clickyour way to 
exactly what you're looking for. Get straightforward explanations of 
what the doctor really said. 

Check out the alternatives, 
relative costs, and appropriate¬ 
ness of tests, surgeries, and 
treatments. Be instantly prepared 
for emergencies. 

So, put the books down for 
good. Get Medical HouseCall 


always at your fingertips. 






























ing slide shows and related proj¬ 
ects. Several programs add more 
unusual features, such as painting 
or drawing instructions and sug¬ 
gestions about how to stage a slide 
show. We picked five of the lead¬ 
ing painting programs to review 
here—all have very useful features 
that are both easy and fun to use. 
The programs cost between $50 
and $150, no more than you’d 
have to invest in more traditional 
art supplies. 

Dabbler 

Whether you just want to dabble 
with paints or get serious about 
learning to draw, it’s easy to lose 
track of time once you step into this 
program’s atelier. Your computer 
screen becomes an artist’s desk— 
and a neat one, at that. Most of the 
screen space serves as your sketch¬ 
book, but four small “drawers” sit 
at the top to hold your tools. Each 
drawer is easily opened with the 
click of the mouse and is clearly la¬ 
beled—colors, artist’s tools, tex¬ 
tures and extras. Dabbler lets you 
choose your tools and then close 
the drawers so you have plenty of 
room to play. Most paint pro¬ 
grams, by contrast, float their tool 
palettes on screen, which tends to 
infringe on your workspace. 

The program stimulates creativ¬ 
ity by putting in your hands many 
of the features found in more ex¬ 
pensive programs, such as different 
paper grains, so you can produce 
pencil drawings with textured 
lines. The program also offers two 
special paintbrushes that let you 
see your creations in Seurat’s and 
Van Gogh’s styles. 

If you want to brush up on your 


own technique, Dab¬ 
bler can help you learn 
draw, too. The pro¬ 
gram includes 14 tuto¬ 
rials, both on-screen 
and on paper, from 
Walter Foster, publish¬ 
er of dozens of how-to 
books on painting and 
drawing. 

One drawback to 
Dabbler, which runs 
on both PCs running 
Windows and the Mac¬ 
intosh, is that only one 
page in your sketch- 
be open at a time. 

Fauve Matisse 

If you’re after a more extensive set 
of painting tools and effects than 
Dabbler offers, Fauve Matisse de¬ 
serves a look. Fike Dabbler, it’s got 
brushes that copy the styles of fa¬ 
mous painters, including a Cubist 
brush for budding Pablo Picassos. 
In addition to painting tools, Fauve 
Matisse lets you play with drawing 
tools to create circles, boxes and 
polygons. 

Once you’ve created an image, 
Fauve Matisse provides more flexi¬ 
bility for tweaking it than Dabbler 
does. A Floating Objects feature, 
for instance, lets you isolate any 
portion of your picture and resize 


or distort it. Fauve Matisse offers 
31 filters to change characteristics 
such as contrast, brightness and 
focus; make your image look stark¬ 
ly black and white or slightly 
blurred, for example. The program 
also lets you store clip art and the 
images you’ve created in on-screen 
folders—all self-portraits, for ex¬ 
ample, can be stored in a folder 
called, simply, “Me.” These folders 
appear as screen icons, so they’re 
easily located and opened when 
you’re ready to don your virtual 
artist’s smock. 

SuperPaint 

For Macintosh users with an artis¬ 
tic flair, SuperPaint is a best buy. 
A Copy Brush tool, typically found 
only in more expensive programs, 
lets you select an image—say, the 
Mona Fisa—and paint a copy of it 
using a paintbrush with a sponge 
effect or other techniques. There’s 
also an eraser tool that lets you 
easily delete all or part of an image 
you’ve created. 

In addition, the program pro¬ 
vides shapes, text and templates to 
give you a head start in creating 
functional documents such as fax 
cover sheets and thank you cards. 
Unlike the other programs men¬ 
tioned here, SuperPaint and Dab¬ 
bler don’t incorporate any clip art, 


shopper’s guide 

Here's how to get more information on the painting 
software mentioned in this article. 


CorelDraw 3 

Corel Systems, (800) 772-6735, (613) 728-8200 
$149 (Windows CD-ROM) 

$199 (Windows) 

Dabbler 

Fractal Design, (800) 297-2665, (800) 647-7443 
$99 (Windows, Macintosh) 

Fauve Matisse 

Fauve Software, (800) 898-2787, (919) 380-9933 
$99 (Windows) 

NeoPaint 

NeoSoft, (800) 545-1392, (503) 389-5*89 
$45 (DOS) 

SuperPaint 

Aldus, (800) 888-6293, (619) 558-6000 
$49.99 (Macintosh) 

Note: Before you buy any software, check your computer owner’s manual to 
determine operating system, microprocessor, memory and disk space. Then 
read the software box or consult a salesperson to be sure your computer and the 
program are compatible. All prices are suggested or estimated retail. 
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BLAH 

BLAH 

BLAH 


It's not what you say. 



It's how you say it. 



Print Artist. The cure for the blahs. 


The fast, fun way to make your own signs, greeting cards, banners, 
stationery, business cards, envelopes, certificates & more. 


s 


For DOS, Windows and Windows CD-ROM. © 1994 Sim-Business. All rights reserved. Maxis is a registered trademark of Sim-Business. Print Artist is a trademark of The Pixellite Group. To order, c 


ailer or call 1 -800-33 -A 









but you can buy clip art separately 
and import it into the programs. 

NeoPaint 

If you have a PC, say a 286 or 
faster model that runs only DOS 
(not Windows) programs, take 
heart; you can create plenty of 
computer art with NeoPaint. This 
software package features a wide 
range of painting tools, including 
various brush sizes and shapes, 
erasers, even tools that let you 
draw circles, rectangles and poly¬ 
gons. It resembles a Windows paint 
program, right down to its compre¬ 
hensive tool bars at the top and left 
side of the screen. 

NeoPaint has a built-in screen- 
capture program, which lets you 
take an electronic picture of the art 
on your screen so you can copy it 
into another document, such as a 
business report or school paper you 
or your kids are creating with word 
processing software. The program 
comes with more than 100 clip-art 
images, but falls short in its variety 
of colors: You get a palette of 256 


colors, maximum. 

One nice thing about 
NeoPaint: it won’t cost 
you anything to try it. 
You can simply down¬ 
load the shareware pro¬ 
gram from the America 
Online, CompuServe or 
Genie on-line services. If 
you like it, send $45 to 
the manufacturer, Neo- 
Soft, to become a regis¬ 
tered user. 



CorelDraw 3 Eye NeoPaint for free before you buy it. 


Perennial best-seller 
CorelDraw 3 is intended mainly as 
a business graphics package, but it 
includes a PhotoPaint module that 
incorporates paint tools; it also lets 
you develop and present slide 
shows on your PC. 

The program has two attractive 
time-saving features: It lets you 
preview the effect of a change in 
color or texture on an image with¬ 
out actually making the change; it 
also lets you search for and replace 
one color with another. 


CorelDraw provides a whopping 
14,000 clip-art images. The only 
catch is that it requires a lot of 
memory (RAM). While it will work 
with 4 MB of RAM, 16 MB of RAM 
is recommended. 

For a relatively small invest¬ 
ment, any of these paint programs 
can turn your PC into a virtual 
artist’s studio—and perhaps help 
uncover some hidden talents you 
thought had gone the way of your 
crayon creations on the wall. • 



Once you start using Weekend Home Projects CD-ROM, you’ll never look at home improvement 
projects the same way again. Weekend Home Projects covers 12 different categories of home projects with 
smart advice, step-by-step instructions, extensive video demonstrations and one-of-a-kind features. 
It’s more than just an incredible home improvement how-to guide. It’s the one tool every homeowner needs. 
Windows & Macintosh. See your favorite software retailer or call IVI Publishing at (800)432-1332, Dept.204. 
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EXPLORE 


WEBSTER’S 

INTERACTIVE 


THE WORLD’S 

EASIEST TO USE 




resenting the 1995 


ENCYCLOPEDIA 


Each one is a powerful 


edition of the renowned 


research tool. 


Webster’s Interactive 


To discover what they 


Encyclopedia. 


can do, just point. To put 


Instead of complex 


them to work, click. 


menus, buttons and 


It’s that simple. 


commands, it presents 


With Webster’s, it’s 


you with familiar 3-D 


never been easier to 


objects that follow you 


explore your world, and 


Select the hourglass for the Timeline, 
a captivating display of key 
world events — starting 
from 4 million BC. 


ffv n 


Using the Topics tool, you 
L can see what’s available % 
■ on subjects like History, 
m Nature, Science, Technology, 
Popular Culture, Business 
and plenty more. 


all that’s in it. 


Test your worldly knowledge 
with the Quiz, where thousands 
of questions (some with video 
clips or sound 
tracks) provide 
unlimited fun 
— and learning. 


t 


The globe brings up a 
World Atlas with three 
levels of zoom. Click on 
areas or cities, and access 


Suggested Retail $59.95 


Several “search” tools let you! 
access over.34,000 engrossinX-5’ 
articles, 30 minutes of full-motioA 
video, 3,000 brilliant photograph* 
| and illustrations, 

[ plus 20,000 

s-references.l 


To order 
direct call 
800-535-1517 
today. 



























Computer With The 
# l Virus Defense. 


SYMANTEC. 


•NORTON 

ANTIVIRUS 

COMPLETE VIRUS PROTECTION... 
THE WORLDWIDE BEST-SELLER 


Complete Virus Protection 

The Norton AntiVirus® provides the best defense against viruses on your PC. If you 
are accessing on-line services, sharing files over a network or swapping floppies, 
you need The Norton AntiVirus. It automatically protects against any known or 
unknown virus, repairs infected files, and best of all, it works unobtrusively 
in the background, assuring you complete, easy-to-use virus protection. 

Purchase The Norton AntiVirus before January 31, 1995, and get up to 
30 minutes of free phone calls. See package for details. 

From Symantec Corp. Item #080SY 



To order call 


1 - 800 - 522-1771 




















Mary Found this Playroom 
an eye-catching way to 
explore the multimedia 
content. 


Michael discovered that 
anyone could become 
president some day. That 
really blows his mind. 


Comptons 

Interactive 

Encyclopedia 


Jessica practically 
talked Sam’s ears oFF 
about making her own 
multimedia show with 
the Editing Room. 


Sam was all ears as he 

. heard about history being 

made in South Africa. 

* NewMedia, lnc„ 2320 Camino Vida Robin, Carlsbad, CA 92009 
800/862-2206. Outside of U.S. and Canada FAX 619/929-2628. 


I he new 1995 Lompton 
Interactive Encyclopedi 
is having an amazing 

effect on people. 

Aft 


Fter expanding minds For over 70 years, we thought it 
was time to work on some other parts. So, with the help oF 
the Famous Face and voice oF Patrick Stewart, our 1995 edi¬ 
tion brings you more things to see, hear, do and experience 
than any encyclopedia anyone’s ever published. 

You’ll Find more oF everything in here, including 
more high-quality information From one oFthe worlds best 
selling encyclopedias and 16 hours oF multimedia...more than 
any other encyclopedia. The new Compton’s. See what 
effect it has on you. 


We used to just put this in writing, 

On CD-ROM For Windows™, Macintosh® and Sega CD™. 


Compton’s 

NewMedia 










































personal productivity 

financial adviser 


TAKING CARE OF HOUSEHOLD BUSINESS 


When wildfires came close enough 
to threaten Philip and Caley Mac¬ 
Donald’s Southern California home 
late last year, the family sped away 
ahead of the flames; nearly every¬ 


thing they owned stayed behind. 
For all the uncertainty, Philip 
could count on at least one thing: 
A floppy disk he carried with him 
held a detailed listing, completed 
that very evening with Quicken 
Companion, of the family’s posses¬ 
sions. This inventory could help 
the MacDonalds quickly get money 
from their insurance company in 
case they needed to replace the 
house and everything in it. 

As it turned out, the MacDon¬ 
alds were lucky. The fire missed 
their home, and they didn’t have 
to use the hastily prepared inven¬ 
tory. But Philip is glad he has it. " I 
feel better about calamities now,’’ 
he jokes. 

An approaching fire is an ex¬ 
treme incentive to take stock of 
your possessions, but what if you 
don’t have advance warning from 
TV news reports as the MacDon¬ 
alds did? Burglars, for example, 
won’t be making any appoint¬ 
ments before they break in and 
clean you out. Clearly, the best 

by j o - a n n jo 

Illustration by Russ Willms 


time to make a detailed inventory 
is when you don’t need it. 

A thorough record of your pos¬ 
sessions “makes it easier for a 
claim to be settled,” says Loretta 
Worters of the Insurance Informa¬ 
tion Institute in New York. Big- 
ticket items, such as stereos and 
cars, and the little things you take 


for granted, such as pots and pans, 
all belong on your list. Record each 
item’s name, a description, the 
purchase price or value, the date of 


purchase, the serial number and 
warranty terms. 

There are a number of software 
packages that can help you pre¬ 
pare such an inventory. Unlike 
most popular personal finance pro¬ 
grams, the new Quicken Deluxe 4 

h n s t o n 


for Windows includes a home- 
inventory feature. The information 
you record there dovetails nicely 
with the rest of your financial 
records. For example, Quicken 
Deluxe 4 takes account of your 
home-inventory records in yo.ur 
personal financial profile to pre¬ 
sent a more complete picture 
of what you 
own vs. what 
you owe. 

Quicken arranges the inventory 
according to the rooms of the house; 
in the living room you’ll list items 
a coffee table and entertain¬ 
ment center. Each 
item also fits into a 
category, such as 
furnishings or elec¬ 
tronics. Quicken 
prompts you to es¬ 
timate replacement 
and resale 
based on 
purchase price, 
suggests furnish¬ 
ings you may have 
overlooked by list¬ 
ing items common¬ 
ly found in partic- 
rooms and 
double checks that 
you’ve accounted 
for everything. 

You can search 
for information by 
room or category— 
if thieves walk off 
with your PC, TVs, 
VCRs and dia¬ 
monds, for exam¬ 
ple, you can scan 
your records for 
the electronics and 
jewelry contents of the entire house. 

The program can even help you 
estimate where you stand with 
your insurance company before a 
disaster strikes. If you key in the 
parameters of your insurance poli¬ 
cy, you can quickly look at your 
coverage and your possessions to 
determine whether your policy of- 
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No home inventory? You don’t know what you’re missing 

















Quicken furnishes 


fers you sufficient protection. 

Database programs tend to be 
more complicated than other soft¬ 
ware, but they make it easier to 
manage home inventory. One of 


the simpler databases to 
use is the one in Microsoft 
Works. This database in¬ 
cludes a home-inventory 
module. The program's 
“wizards” feature walks 
you through the creation 
of any kind of form, offer¬ 
ing you a list of suggested 
modifications you can con¬ 
sider as you go along. You 
can give each item in your 
house its own on-screen 
nth a room inventory . data sheet, which may in¬ 

clude its name and de¬ 
scription, serial number, year of 
purchase, location and so on. Or 
you can consolidate items that 
go together—such as your kitchen 
chairs—on a single sheet. 


If you’re a home-business owner, 
you may already use a more power¬ 
ful database such as FileMaker Pro, 
Access or Approach. These products 
are easily adapted to a household 
inventory—Microsoft’s Access, like 
Works, uses a wizard feature. Ap¬ 
proach offers a home-inventory 
template you can customize or use 
as is. FileMaker Pro users can add 
on a separate template, such as 
Home Management System, for 
household inventory. 

If you prefer to design your own 
home inventory, database programs 
let you plan one from scratch, tin¬ 
kering with different ways of order¬ 
ing and displaying data so that you 
can sort through the information in 
the most convenient manner. Like 




Tracking home improvements: a change for the better 



When you’re assembling a 
home inventory, don’t tor- 
get to record home im¬ 
provement expenses, too. 
Doing so will help estab¬ 
lish your losses if, say, a 
storm destroys your land¬ 
scaping. You’re probably 
eligible to recover only 
about $500 to $1,000 on 
this kind of damage under 
a typical homeowners’ pol¬ 
icy, according to the Insur¬ 
ance Information Institute, 
but without adequate doc¬ 
umentation it may take 
longer to get reimbursed 
for even this amount. 

Records of your im¬ 
provements to the property 
come in handy should you 
decide to sell it. Detailed 
records can help justify a 
higher negotiating price 
and may decrease your tax 
liability. For example, if 
you sell your home and buy 
a new one for less money, 
or you choose to rent in¬ 
stead, your gain is consid¬ 


ered taxable by the Inter¬ 
nal Revenue Service. Obvi¬ 
ously, you want to keep 
that taxable gain as small 
as possible. One way to do 
so is to keep accurate 
records of major improve¬ 
ments to the property; 
these costs legitimately re¬ 
duce your gain. 

Anything that adds to 
the life of your home or 
increases its value is con¬ 
sidered a legitimate im¬ 
provement, according to 
accounting firm Price Wa¬ 
terhouse. So, don’t stop 
at tracking landscaping 
and adding new rooms; 
you want to be able to 
demonstrate the costs of 
a replacement furnace, 
central air conditioning, 
outdoor lighting, driveway 
paving, alarms and so on. 

All the major personal 
finance packages help you 
record your home improve¬ 
ments. You track them as 
“heightened values” in the 


real-estate asset accounts 
you set up in Quicken, 
Managing Your Money for 
DOS, Windows or the Mac 
($79.95 from MECA Soft¬ 
ware, 800-820-7457) or 
Microsoft Money for Win¬ 
dows ($69.95, 800-426- 
9400). 

Kiplinger’s Simply Money 
for Windows ($39.95 from 
Computer Associates, 800- 
773-5445) includes a Re¬ 
cord Improvements tem¬ 
plate under the mortgage 
accounts feature. Wealth- 
Builder for DOS or the Mac 
($49.95 from Reality Tech¬ 
nologies, 800-346-2024) 
lets you list the home as an 
investment and track im¬ 
provements under an in¬ 
vestment account. 

Apart from enjoying the 
improvements themselves, 
recording the details may 
be the best evidence that 
the months of living with 
dirt, dust and rubble was 
worth the effort. —./../. 
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Quicken, databases let you search 
for an item according to the room 
or category you’ve assigned it 
(kitchen, rare hooks). Or you might 
search for items by value (say, any¬ 
thing worth more than $500). 

Your computerized home inven¬ 
tory can also include pictures of 
your items; photos may prove espe¬ 
cially helpful when you present an 
insurance claim. With a scanner, 
you can store images of your be¬ 
longings on your computer’s hard 
chive. Or you can store photographs 
of your belongings on a Kodak 
Photo CD disk (for more informa¬ 
tion on this format, see “Photo CD 
Opportunities” in the November 
issue of HomePC), which can be 
viewed with a multisession Photo 
CD-compatible CD-ROM drive. 
You’ll also need graphics software, 
such as PhotoMagic or Kodak 
PhotoEdge, to view the images. 

If you maintain your home in¬ 
ventory in a powerful database 
such as Access or Approach, you 
can tie in photos using Object 
Linking and Embedding (OLE). 
With OLE, you’ll typically select 
the image you want in your graph¬ 
ics software and copy it to the Clip¬ 
board. Then click on the spot 



‘Wizards' make your Works easier. 


where you want the image to ap¬ 
pear in your home inventory and 
select the Paste Special option from 
the Edit menu. The program will 
copy or embed the picture at the 
appropriate place and give you 
image editing options if you click 
on it. A picture of your sofa, for ex¬ 
ample, will appear in a field you 
create for photos in the sofa listing. 
Sometimes you can simply paste 
images you have copied to the 
graphics application’s Clipboard 
into your inventory; choose Paste 
from the database’s Edit menu. 
With this method, you won’t have 



special editing options. 

It’s imperative that 
you make copies of your 
home-inventory list and 
keep them in a safe 
place. If your house 
burns down, the ashes 
of your meticulous 
ords do you no good. 

Back up your records to 
a floppy disk, tape drive 
or removable-cartridge 
drive (see “Backup! 

Backup! Backup!’ in 
the November issue of 
HomePC). Store a copy of the 
records in a fireproof safe, give one 
to someone you trust or put one in a 
locked cabinet at work or a safe-de¬ 
posit box. 

You’ll need to update your inven¬ 
tory from time to time. Every time 
you make a major purchase—such 
as home-office equipment—record 
the details right away. 


What better time is there than 
the start of a new year to take 
stock of what matters to you? If 
you ever suffer a catastrophe, it’s 
one resolution that could guarantee 
a fresh new start. • 

Jo-Ann Johnston is a personal fi¬ 
nance and business writer based in 
Turners Falls, Mass. 


shopper’s guide 

Here's how to get more information on software for 
recording home inventory mentioned in this article. 

Access 

Microsoft, (S00) 426-9400, (206) SS2-S0S0 
$339 (Windows) 

Approach 

Lotus, (S00) 343-5414, (617) 577-8500 
$495 ($129 through January '95; Windows) 

FileMaker Pro 

Claris, (800) 325-2747, (408) 727-8227 
$99 (Macintosh) 

$129 (Windows) 

Home Management System 

Learnware. (714) 840-6690 
$29.95 (Windows, Macintosh) 

Kodak PhotoEdge 

Eastman Kodak, (800) 235-6325 
$139 (Windows, Macintosh) 


PhotoMagic 

Micrografx, (800) 733-3729, (214) 234-1769 
$149 (Windows) 


Quicken Deluxe 4 for Windows 

Intuit, (800) 624-8742, (415) 322-0573 
$59.99 (Windows) 


Works 

Microsoft, (800) 426-9400, (206) 882-8080 
$99 (Windows, Macintosh) 


Note: Before you buy any software, check your computer owner's manual to 
determine operating system, microprocessor, memory and disk space. Then 
read the software box or consult a salesperson to be sure your computer and the 
program are compatible. All prices are suggested or estimated retail. 




























Come See Us at COMDEX Fall 94 / Booth # S2873 

Turn Your PC into An ART STUDIoV*?*'/% 


with 


Sgnius ®€U«te* 


Power & Status 


3 Year H arrant 7/ 


EMyPainter from Genius is the best input device 
thfl performs better than a Mouse or Trackball, it's 
your persfcj^^" x 5" Drawing Pad. EasyPainter is 
superior for painting, tracing pictures and free-hand 
drawing. With EasyPainter, you can improve 
iplications in both Windows and DOS. Add 
■ativity to your PC productivity by enhancing 
visual aids, business presentations, school projects 
or simply-just doodle more imaginatively on your 
iputer. For more information or ^>r a dealer 
near you, call 1-800-456-' 


MICROSOFT. 

Windows. 


COMPATIBLE 


AVAILABLE AT: 

• PC Zone 

• Insight Corp. 

• Tiger Direct 


Look for Your 
$10 OFF COUPON on 

Sgnius EasyPainter package 

offer expires 12/31/ 94 
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personal productivity 

working at home 

TOOLS FOR GETTING THE JOB DONE 


Paula Ingrain, a 44-year-old new¬ 
comer to the PC, spent a produc¬ 
tive hour at the computer after her 
introduction to DOS” class work¬ 
ing on a calendar for a monthly 


finish the project the following 
evening using her friend Cather¬ 
ine’s computer. But when she ar¬ 
rived and realized Catherine uses 
Word for Windows, Paula froze. 

“I almost panicked,” Paula re¬ 
calls. “I’d typed the entire calendar 
using WordPerfect for DOS, and I 
assumed that Word for Windows 
wouldn’t handle my WordPerfect 
document. My deadline was a few 
days away, and my next computer- 
class wasn’t scheduled for a week. 

I pictured myself retyping all my 
work in Word.” 

But before Paula’s anxiety could 
get out of hand, Catherine said the 
magic words: Word for Windows 
reads files from WordPerfect for 
DOS. In fact. Word for Windows 
would even store Paula’s calendar 
in its original WordPerfect format, 
so she could work with it at future 
classroom sessions. 

Paula’s mini-crisis probably 

by d a v i d d . 


sounds familiar to many people who 
work at home. PCs, Macs and the 
programs they run aren’t quite one 
big happy family—at least not yet. 
But the good news is that nowadays 
many are at least on speaking terms. 
If you operate a home business, 
bring office work home or volunteer 
to do charity or club projects on 
your home computer, you’ll proba¬ 
bly run into a software or hardware 


compatibility hurdle sooner or later. 
But with a littie planning, swapping 
files between software packages, 
even between PCs and Macs, need 
not cause alarm. 

Word processors are frequently 
the culprits when compatibility jit- 


computer has one, and there’s no 
telling which program anyone uses 
because there are so many popular 
choices. The best news is that you 
may not need to look any further 
than your own software to solve a 
potential compatibility problem. 
The top-selling Windows word 
processing packages—Ami Pro, 
Word for Windows and WordPer¬ 
fect for Windows—are equipped to 

b u s c h 


handle other programs’ special (or 
proprietary) file formats, some¬ 
times including programs for DOS 
or the Mac. Recent versions of pop¬ 
ular Macintosh word processors, 
including Word for Macintosh and 
MacWrite, can swap each other’s 
files and are well-versed in certain 
DOS or Windows file formats. (If 
you’re swapping files between PCs 
and Macs, however, you’ll also 
need special 
translation 
utility soft¬ 
ware.) Some word processors will 
even accept files from once-pop- 
ular programs that have faded 
into obscurity. 

Typically, in ihe dialog box that 
pops up after you select File at the 
top of your screen and choose Open 


from the menu, you can tell the 
word processor to list all files re¬ 
gardless of format, or files in a spe¬ 
cific format, rather than files saved 
in the program’s own format. 

Here’s a quick look at some of 
the ways the leading word proces¬ 
sors work together: 

• Ami Pro 3.1 works with Win¬ 
dows documents created by 
Word, WordPerfect and Windows 
Write, as well as files from a 
number of DOS-based word 
processors, including Profession- 


newsletter. Paula made plans to 

Even if a word processor isn’t your type, files get along 



ters strike—almost every home 


i Robert DeMichiell 
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alWrite, WordStar and XyWrite. 

• WordPerfect for Windows 6.0 
works with Ami Pro, Word for 
Windows and all the DOS pro¬ 
grams mentioned above. 

• Word for Windows 6.0 sup¬ 
ports considerably fewer formats 
than its Windows counterparts. It 
handles recent DOS and Macintosh 
versions of Word, WordPerfect for 
DOS and Windows, and a few 
other word processors. Microsoft, 
the manufacturer of Word for 
Windows, supplies free converter 
programs for other formats, but 
you have to call the company 
(800-426-9-+00) to request them. 

• Word for Macintosh works 
with files from Word for DOS and 
Windows, MacWrite and DOS ver¬ 
sions of WordPerfect. 

File translators in these word 


processors typically let you 
retain simple formatting, 
such as paragraphs, italics, 
boldface and—sometimes— 
margins. That’s fine if all you 
want to do is edit text or 
make new entries at another 
computer. Fancier formatting 
such as columns, footnotes 
and fonts often are lost, but 
you’ll occasionally be sur¬ 
prised at what makes the 
leap. For example, if you’re 
using recent versions of Word 
and WordPerfect, fonts sur¬ 
vive a file exchange, as do 
justifications, styles and mail 
merge information. 

But because word processors 
have different features, or imple¬ 
ment similar features in different 
ways, some changes in your docu¬ 


ments are inevitable after a trans¬ 
fer. For example, most headers 
and footers move from WordPer¬ 
fect for DOS to Word for Win¬ 
dows without a hitch, but parallel 
columns are formatted as tables. 


On PIMs and needles about transferring your data? Relax! 


Personal information man¬ 
agers (PIMs) are especially 
handy when you work at 
home (see “Organizing 
Your Life” in the Septem¬ 
ber issue of HomePC ). The 
software organizes ad¬ 
dresses, calendars and to- 
do lists; flags you about 
appointments and dead¬ 
lines; and generates re¬ 
ports to organize your 
hourly billing. But say your 
home business is growing, 
your PIM is straining to 
track your customers and 
schedules, and you need 
new software. Or, say you 
want access to all the 
names in a colleague’s ex¬ 
tensive client database, 
but you use a different 
PIM. In either case, you’ll 
need to transfer data be¬ 
tween PIMs. 

The good news is that 
you probably won’t have 
to retype all those names, 


addresses and phone num¬ 
bers. There are several 
ways to move data be¬ 
tween PIMs. You can al¬ 
ways export and import 
PIM data as plain ASCII 
text. When you export a 
file, you’re saving it in a 
format another program 
can understand and ac¬ 
cept. Using plain ASCII 
files may wipe out special 
formatting or notes, how¬ 
ever, so expect to spend 
some time getting data in 
shape after the transfer. 

Better yet, see if the 
PIMs transfer and accept 
files in a dBASE-compati- 
ble format. This helps en¬ 
sure the information will 
appear in the appropriate 
fields, such as address or 
phone number. Several 
PIMs support dBASE-com- 
patible files, including Act 
for Windows ($279 from 
Symantec, 800-365-0606), 


the Windows-based Com¬ 
mence ($395 from Jensen- 
Jones, 908-530-4666) and 
Lotus Organizer for Win¬ 
dows ($99 from Lotus De¬ 
velopment, 800-635-6887). 

In some cases, you’ll be 
able to transfer data to 
your PIM without any 
extra steps. For example, 
a special utility in Polaris 
Advantage for Windows 
($149 from Polaris Soft¬ 
ware, 800-722-5728) al¬ 
lows it to accept Lotus 
Organizer files. CrossTies 
for Windows ($149 from 
CrossTies, 800-955-8437) 
is compatible with Act, 
Commence, the Windows- 
based Ecco Simplicity and 
Ecco Professional ($99 
and $279, respectively, 
from Arabesque Software, 
800-457-4243), Lotus Or¬ 
ganizer, and Polaris Pack- 
Rat for Windows ($395 
from Polaris). — D.B. 
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Get 10 free hours of PRODIGY today! 
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Yes! I want the free PRODIGY® software, the free trial month and the ten free hours of PRODIGY. 


Or Call 1-800-PRODIGY, ext. 255 


sesame street™ 


market quotes 


t Please send me software in the following format: (please check only one). 

□ Dos 3.5 □ Windows™ 3.5 
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Get plugged in 
Get 10 hours free. 


With PRODIGY you stay informed, so you stay ahead. From 
the latest news and sports to computer tips and a regularly updated 
encyclopedia, PRODIGY keeps you plugged into a world that never 
stops moving. 

And PRODIGY not only lets you stay in touch, it lets you 
participate. If there’s a news story that’s got you steamed, hop on a 
Bulletin Board and let America know what’s on your mind. Make 
your own airline reservations or play GUTS®, our highly addictive 
trivia game. Send an E-mail to an old friend or a new business 
prospect. With PRODIGY, your imagination’s your limit. 


To receive 10 hours free, call I-800-PRODIGY, ext. 255 today. 

To find out for yourself what all the excitement is about, just 
give us a call. We’ll send you the free software, and give you a free 
trial month of membership with 10 free hours of PRODIGY during 
your first month* After your free trial, continue to enjoy PRODIGY 
at our new low price of only $9.95 a month. 

So get on the phone and we’ll get you online. To receive your 
free software, call us at 1-800-PRODIGY, ext. 255, or send in the 
coupon. 
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This holiday, 
give the gift of 
safe computing... 


J ust don’t have the time for power problems 
on your PC? Don’t worry. They’ll always 
make the time for you. 

The question is not if a power problem 
will occur, but when. Whether due to 


Bad power is the largest preventable 
cause of computer data loss 




household appliances, local construction, 
poor wiring, bad weather or even other office 
equipment, power problems are as inevitable 
as death and taxes. 

In the next three months, 
more than 30,000,000 PCs 
will be hit by power 
problems... 

In fact, one study discovered a typical PC 
is hit over 100 times a month, causing 
keyboard lockups, hard drive damage, and 
worse. And a study by Bell Labs, found that 
undervoltages and blackouts represent more 
than 85% of power problems likely to hit 
your computer, a fact which leaves standard 
surge suppressors powerless to protect you. 


More than 2,000,000 
satisfied APC users won’t... 


That’s why you need instantaneous 
battery backup power from an APC 
Uninterruptible Power Supply to prevent 
keyboard lockups, data loss, hard disk 
crashes, and hardware damage. It’s even been 
said that there are three types of PC users: 
those who have lost data due to a power 
problem, those who are going to, and the 
more than 2,000,000 satisfied users who have 
protected themselves against the inevitable 
surge, blackout or brownout with the most 
reliable UPS they can buy... APC. 

$ 25,000 worth of peace of 
mind starting at just *1 19... 

Not only can APC protect your data. We 
lean protect the investment you’ve made in 


PC World 

Top 20 
Upgrade 


“Don’t take 
chances...get the 
ultimate 

protection... from 
APC.”- -PCWorld 


your hardware as well, whether it be 386 or 
486, Pentium or PowerMac. In fact, surge 
protection performance is even backed by up 
to a $25,000 Lifetime Equipment Protection 
Repair/Replacement Guarantee. 

Ask for APC at your computer reseller 
today, or call for a free handbook. Starting at 
just $119, an APC UPS is serious protection 
no serious computer user should be without. 

r _ FREE _ 50-pg.”l 

j PC protection [ 
guide 


What are the causes and effects of power 
problemst The most common power protection 
mistakes ? Fax for your free handbook today! 
Please reference Dept S i. 

Name:_ 

Company:_ 

Address:- 


Phone:_ 

Brand of UPS used:_ 

Number of PCs/Servers to be protected:_ 

800-800-4APC 

401-788-2797 fax 
PowerFax Info (800)347-FAXX 


^AMERICAN POWER CONVERSION j 

A publicly-traded company (NASDAQ: APCC) 































Iii complex documents, you’re 
likely lo have to do a lot of tweak¬ 
ing to preserve formats. 

To minimize your reformatting, 
check to see if both word proces¬ 
sors support Microsoft’s Rich Text 
Format (RTF). RTF can preserve 
many formatting attributes when 
you trade files, either on the same 
kind of computer or between a PC 
and a Mac. (Don’t confuse RTF 
with RFT or R FT/DC A, which you 
may come across in some word 
processors; it’s not the same thing.) 
In a file exchange between two 
programs that support RTF, you’ll 
probably find that virtually all 
your formatting—even columns— 
is preserved. 


ognition feature even 
determines the format 
of your original docu¬ 
ment if you’re dealing 
with a word process¬ 
ing file of unknown 
origin. It can also 
identify documents 
from programs that 
have had several in¬ 
carnations. It can tell 
you, for example, if a 
file is from MultiMate 3.3, Multi- 
Mate 4 or MultiMate Advantage I. 

Conversions Plus is another pro¬ 
gram that translates nearly all for¬ 
matting from one word processor’s 
file type—no matter how uncom¬ 
mon or outdated—to another. Of 
course, neither Conversions Plus nor 
Word for Word can maintain a for¬ 
matting choice if it’s not available in 
the target program’s file type. Say, 
for example, that your original doc¬ 
ument includes hidden text, but the 
format you’re converting to does 
not-your annotations will be con¬ 
verted into ordinary, visible text. 

Both Word for Word and Con¬ 
versions Plus can handle spread¬ 
sheet and database formats. For 
example, you can use them to 


bring WordPerfect mail merge 
data into a format suitable for a 
Microsoft Access database. 

PC-to-Mac file exchanges get a 
little trickier. It’s all well and good 
that your office copy of Word for 
the Mac saves your work to a floppy 
disk in Word for Windows format 
for use on your PC at home. And 
it’s nice that your daughter can save 
the assignment she began on your 
Windows PC as a Macintosh Word 
document and work on it at the 
school’s computer. After all, if you 
must exchange files between Macs 


DOS Extension Cl> Mac Creator Type 



( Add... ] ( Remoue) (Mac App...) 

[H Save Mac Info to Disk [3 Format Support 

[X] Allow Hard Disk Support 

(HDMount ] 

(SPMount) 


3 

|( Unmount ] 


Mac utilities know what's up in DOS. 


‘Word for Word’ translation 

You can also buy a separate pro¬ 
gram to translate files. Norm Jen¬ 
nings, a 55-year-old real estate 
broker in Kent, Ohio, discovered 
to his horror that he couldn’t easi¬ 
ly load his massive collection of 
lengthy lease agreements, pre¬ 
pared using ancient WordStar 
2000, into his new Word for Win¬ 
dows program. Word for Windows 
supports RTF but WordStar 2000 
doesn’t. He could have saved all 
those files as ASCII text (ASCII is 
a “universal” coding system for 
letters, numbers and other charac¬ 
ters), but doing so would have 
erased all his formatting. Retyping 
hundreds of five- or six-page doc¬ 
uments into Word for Windows 
was out of the question. 

Then, Norm discovered Word 
for Word, a program that trans¬ 
lates files for dozens of common 
and obscure PC and Macintosh 
word processing formats. A handy 
feature let him convert, all at once, 
the lease documents to the Word 
for Windows format in minutes. 
Word for Word’s Automatic Rec¬ 


shopper’s guide 

Here’s how to get more information on the file 
compatibility software mentioned in this article. 

AccessPC 

Insignia Solutions, (800) 848-7677 , (415) 694-7600 
$79 (Macintosh) 

Conversions Plus 

DataViz, (800) 733-0030, (203) 268-0030 
$169 (DOS, Windows) 

DOS Mounter 

Dayna Communications, (800) 531-0600, (801) 628-3475 
$79 (Macintosh) 

Mac-in-DOS 

Pacific Microelectronics, (800) 628-3475, (415) 94S-6296 
$149.95 (DOS, Windows) 

PC Exchange 

Apple Computer, (800) 538-9696, (408) 996-1010 
$79 (Macintosh) 

Word for Word 

Master-soft, (800) 624-6107, (602) 948-4888 
$149 (DOS, Windows) 

Note: Before you buy any software, check your computer owner's manual to 
determine operating system, microprocessor, memory and disk space. Then 
read the software box or consult a salesperson to be sure your computer and the 
program are compatible. All prices are suggested or estimated retail. 


302 HOMEPC Dece 































XEROX 



Now using your computer is as easy as opening a book 


H 


TabWorks: KIMSBOOK.TWF 


3 

| File lab Page item Options Help 



m 


The 

ButtonStrip 

makes 
opening 
frequently- 
used docu¬ 
ments and 
applications 
a one-click 
operation. 


Pat's Things Page 1 of 5 

TabWorks looks and works just like a 

Using tabs, 


computer “notebook.” 


/ contents : \ a Table of Contents and an 
Index, it’s a snap to find all your software 


applications 0 and documents. 

Quicken 


Letter to 
Patty Liz 

Give Tommy a place to keep his games. 


f Tommy's Games \ And Carey her , 
uarey s 
Book 

own book. Give files real names—Quarterly 
Review—instead of computer names — 


Resume 

around with drag and drop simplicity. FR 
This is easy, This is fun. This is TabWorks. 


a 386-based computer U 2MB RAM » Windows 3.1 a 4MB hard disk space 
ft MS-DOS* 5.0 or higher m Windows-supported VGA display 
a Windows-supported pointing device (e.g., mouse) recommended but not required. 


To Do 
List 

Hold 

everything! 

Can't decide 
where to put 
something? 
Leave it 
here in the 
Holding Area. 

Tabs help 
you organize 
your work. 

Label them, 
change their 
color or font, 
reorganize 
them — it’s 
your call. 

Switching 

tasks 

couldn't be 
simpler. One 
click does it. 


Task 

Switcher 




Click to go to Tommy's Games Tab. 


Status Bar gives you a helpful hint when you're lost. 


Ask for it at COMPUSA 

XSoft or call 1-800-428-2995 xl007 to ordi 

a division of xerox Also available on PCs from Compaq. 




















































1. The Latest From 
Borland a Lotus. 

2-2-3: Rel. 5, Freelance Graphics 
2.1, AmiPro 3.1, Quattro Pro 5.0 
for Windows, Paradox 5.0 for 
Windows and more. 


6. Over $250 Worth 
of Software FRE! 

Our gift to you...if you call 
• 1-800-788-8055 today! 


5. New Demos From Microsoft. 

Bookshelf, Encarta, Publisher, ; 

Works for Windows and more. ] 


The New Why To Buy Software: 


See 'em. Feel'em. 
Try'em. Then Buy'em! 



property of their respective owi 


rive Corporation, 2933 Bunker Hill Lane, Sa 


And imagine exploring the latest break¬ 
throughs from little-known (but not for long) 
manufacturers before anyone else. 

Stop imagining. There are over 60 full 
(not demos) programs on this one CD-ROM. 

And you can test, torture, and put all of 
them through their paces right on your own 
computer. Plus, you'll have complete product 
information and demos for 140 additional 
programs at your fingertips. 

The cost? Just $9.95. 

Which Ones Will Meet Mir Standards? 

Compare each program's features. Rate per¬ 
formance. Examine all the bells and whistles. 
At 2:00 in the afternoon. Or 2:00 in the a.m. 

See which games are really the coolest. 
Which graphics programs are the easiest to 
use. And what multimedia software you feel 
is definitely a "must-have". 

Instant Electronic Delivery. No Waiting! 

If you want to purchase a program, 
simply call the toll-free number. It's just 


like ordering from a catalog...except you'll be 
given an unlock code...and you can use your 
new software as often as you like right away! 

Plus, the complete retail package with 
disks and manual will arrive at your home 
or office in just a few days. 

BONUS: Over $250 of FREE Software! 

Plus, order your TestDrive CD-ROM 
now and we'll include over $250 worth of 
programs FREE. They're yours to keep as 
our present to you just for trying us out. 

Call 1-800-788-8055 now! 


TestDrive 


Supers store 

r Co.ro^ 


Use 60 Complete Programs 


Imagine 60 of the hottest programs on 
your computer. New Multimedia software. 
Graphics programs. Games. Educational 
software. The latest in personal productivity 
boosters and much, much more. 

Imagine pitting the top programs from 
big manufacturers 
like Lotus, Borland 
and WordPerfect 
against each other 
in a head-to-head 
shoot-out. 
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and PCs, using the same software 
application on both machines helps 
eliminate potential compatibility 
problems. But that’s not all you’ll 
need to do to bridge the gap be¬ 
tween these two kinds of computers. 

Macs’ DOS-si-do 

Greg Rice, 38, is a writer-photog¬ 
rapher who travels the Midwest re¬ 
searching articles for clients of 
Creative Communications Services, 
a public relations agency in Carls¬ 
bad, Calif. “I always lug along an 
IBM PC-compatible laptop on my 
trips to transcribe notes and get an 
L early start on my articles,” Greg 
says. He transfers the files to the 
Macintosh Ilsi in his Cloverdale, 
Ind., home office using a Mac utili¬ 
ty called AccessPC. This software 
allows a Mac to read 1.44-mega¬ 
byte (MB), 3l/2-inch PC disks. 
(Macs won’t accept 5K-inch disks.) 

PC Exchange and DOS Mounter 
are Macintosh utilities that, like 
AccessPC, you can install as part 
of the Mac’s system software to 
allow it to read PC disks. PC Ex¬ 
change is also built into the Mac’s 
new System 7.5 operating system. 

If you need to use your Mac files 
from home on a PC at the office, for 
example, you can do it easily if the 
Mac has AccessPC, PC Exchange, 
DOS Mounter or System 7.5: Sim¬ 
ply insert a DOS-formatted 1.44- 
MB disk into the Mac and copy the 
files. Or, if your Mac doesn’t have 
these utilities, check out two pro¬ 
grams for PCs, Mac-in-DOS and 
the previously mentioned Conver¬ 
sions Plus. Both let PCs read 1.44- 
MB Mac disks, but the process is a 
little more complicated. Unlike the 
Mac utilities, which fold into the 
operating system, you must load the 
DOS and Windows versions of these 
programs or switch to them every 
time you want to read a Mac disk. 

Exchanging information among 
programs and platforms is still not 
always as easy or as effortless as 
you’d like it to be, but you needn’t 
feel trapped in the Tower of Babel, 
either. Harmony is a word more 
and more software programs can 
process quite well. • 

David D. Busch, author of 48 com¬ 
puter books, has worked exclusive¬ 
ly from a home office since 1974. 
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Snoopy’s Geography Games of the World 

Traveling is fun with the PEANUTS 
Gang as your guide. Children ages 
3 to 10 can choose from 5 great 
activities: Driving Ace, Geoparty, 
The Great Country Shoot, Compass 
Game and Snoopy’s Adventure 
journal. An educational trip that 
will last a lifetime! 













“Wow, I Could’ve 
Had a V34!” 

Introducing the True V.34 28,800 bps Sportster 
Modem from US. Robotics. 



U.S. Robotics, Spprtster and thelJSRobotics logo are registered trademarks of U.S. Robotics, 


1 - 800 - 845-0908 

(Hfflobutics’ 


trademark of Smith Micro Software, Inc. ■ 

| 2021 | I 


Before you buy any other modem, check out the new Sportster V.34 from U.S. Robotics; the fastest, most reliable 
data/fax modem available today. Because the Sportster V.34 operates at an incredible 28,800 bps, it saves you 
phone and on-line time charges. And because the Sportster utilizes true ITU-T V.34 standard protocol, it’s fully 
downward compatible with 14,400 bps and Rockwell V.FC™ modems. 

Sportster V.34 is more than just fast, it’s twice as fast as most modems sold 
today. Setup is simple. It’s highly intuitive. And it comes complete with 
over $300 worth of free introductory offers for on-line services, plus 
menu-driven QuickLink II® data and fax software. Like its 
predecessors, the Sportster V34 is affordable, too - just 
$329 suggested list price. 

Call 1-800-845-0908 and ask about the Sportster true 
V.34 today. You simply can’t buy a faster modem. 


Sportster ' 








on-line connections 


EXPLORING THE INFORMATION 


H 


I G H W A Y 


Michael Martin has always liked shopping, 
but these days, he finds it more fun than ever 
because he’s doing it on-line from his home 
computer. “It’s great,” says Martin, a screen¬ 
writer in Virginia Beach, Va. He’s already 

Shopping at home: one modem line, 

purchased a stereo and camera equipment 
using his modem and computer; now, he’s 
browsing the electronic malls for furni- 

\ 

ture and a big-screen TV. “It’ 
easy and it’s conv 
nient,” he says. 

“And you can get ■ 
some of the best 
deals around.” 

Thanks to the — 
ever-expanding - 
number of on-line 
shopping services, 
the things that Martin 
likes best—simplicity, 
convenience and savings—are 
getting better all the time. These 
days, it’s possible to buy thousands of items 
at your computer, from a classic Brooks 
Brothers button-down to a major appliance 
from Sears. Mass marketers such as J.C. 
Penney and Hammacher Schlemmer and 
mail-order mainstays like Lands’ End, 
Patagonia and Spiegel are hitching a ride 
on the information highway. And if you get 
hungry while you shop, you might even be 
able to order dinner—Pizza Hut recently 
began testing an on-line ordering service on 
the Internet in Santa Cruz, Calif, (just send 
e-mail to htp://www.pizzahut.com to order 
a piping hot pie) and is watching the ser- 


b y mar 

Illustration by Robert Kopecky 


hick 


vice closely. “This could be the next big 
step in the pizza delivery business,” says 
Jon Payne, director of development for 
Pizza Hut. 

And, perhaps, in the retail business over¬ 
all. Bight now, electronic shopping accounts 
for only a small fraction of on-line activity 
(market researchers estimate that about 15 
percent of on-line subscribers shop by 
modem). But experts say 

no waiting that, just as mail-order 
catalogs and, more re¬ 
cently, television shopping networks have 
surged in popularity, on-line shopping is be¬ 
coming a viable option for more consumers. 

For busy people, on-line shopping of- 
I fers distinct advantages over the 
/ mall. “People today value ease 
and convenience, and on-line 
shopping can offer 
I them that,” says Bob 
/ Allen, a partner at 
Modern Media, 
an interactive¬ 
advertising 
agency in Nor¬ 
walk, Conn., 
that monitors 
electronic pur¬ 
chasing. For in¬ 
stance, you can 
place an order 24 
hours a day, seven 
days a week. And, of 
course, it’s a valuable 
tool for elderly and 
hoinebound users who 
might not always be able to 
make a trip to the store. 

Several recent studies show that Ameri¬ 
cans are growing disenchanted with tradi¬ 
tional retail stores. Fear of crime and con¬ 
cerns about personal safety keep a growing 
number of shoppers away from suburban 
malls and urban retail areas. And consumers 
are increasingly frustrated by the quality of 
service. In a survey commissioned by Master¬ 
Card International, for example, 62 percent 
of respondents said they’ve gone into a store 
intending to buy a specific item, only to leave 
empty-handed because sales clerks weren’t 
available to assist them. 

Certainly, purchasing items on-line is easi¬ 
er than trudging through crowds, and anyone 
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Window shopping: CompuServe’s mall houses more than 120 ‘stores.’ 

order music CDs for a friend [after 


who’s tried to open a mailbox 
crammed with unwanted catalogs 
might agree that it beats mail¬ 
order shopping, too. 

“Once you get the hang of using 
the menu, it’s much easier than 
filling out an order form and trying 
to remember to mail it,” says 
Cheryl Rooks Hunter, a hospital 
administrator in Dallas who often 
orders panty hose from L’eggs on 
CompuServe. “Using the on-line 
service, I know it’s in the mail as 
soon as I [click] OK.” 

“I’ve used PC Flowers on Prodi¬ 
gy,” says Adam Viener, who runs 
his own small on-line service from 
his home in York, Va. “It’s a very 
quick, convenient way to purchase 
flowers without hassles. And I 
don’t have to worry about them 
getting the card wrong, because / 
type in the message myself.” 

Who’ll be the first on-line? 

Other users have less tangible rea¬ 
sons for shopping on-line; they 
just like being on the cutting edge 
of technology. “It’s no easier than 
calling an 800 number and giving 
information to the person at the 
other end of the line,” says Fred 
Strasser, of Montclair, N.J., who 
has purchased clothes from 
Lands’ End on Prodigy. But, he 
adds, “There’s a certain novelty to 
it. It makes you feel really com¬ 
puter literate.” 

“I used an on-line service to 


he] mentioned that he was unable 
to find a certain disc,” says Stew¬ 
art Schneider, an attorney in Ash¬ 
land, Ky. “I swaggered to the com¬ 
puter, punched up the service and 
had his tunes delivered to his door. 
Bragging privileges on that one 
continue to this day.” 

The process is remarkably sim¬ 
ple. Just scan the electronic shop¬ 
ping spots, choose your item, key 
in ordering information—size, 
color, shipping address—supply 
credit-card information and presto, 
the product is on its way. Some 
services make ordering even easier. 
CompuServe, for example, offers a 
feature called Shoppers Profile, 
which lets members store their de¬ 
livery address and credit informa¬ 
tion, which can be called up with 
one keystroke. 

On-line shopping 
can also save you 
money. For starters, 
because they offer 
easy access to infor¬ 
mation that allows 
consumers to make 
educated buying de¬ 
cisions, on-line ser¬ 
vices make it easy to 
comparison shop. 

Users can chat on 
special-interest bul¬ 
letin boards to learn 
about specific prod¬ 
ucts from other 


shoppers, or they can read publica¬ 
tions like Consumer Reports (avail¬ 
able on CompuServe and Prodigy), 
then instantly shop for the product 
they’ve decided to buy. 

The price is right 

Prices for goods ordered on-line 
also occasionally beat those avail¬ 
able from storefront retailers. 
Prodigy, for example, is scheduled 
to begin carrying an “outlet” store 
for the Home Shopping Network in 
December, where consumers will 
find products at lower-than-tele- 
vised prices. And many services 
offer shopping clubs, such as 
Shoppers Advantage. “We don’t 
keep any inventory, we have no 
salespeople and no advertising, so 
our overhead is low, and we pass 
the savings along to the con¬ 
sumers,” says Sandra Morgan, a 
spokeswoman for CUC Interna¬ 
tional, the club’s parent company, 
in Norwalk, Conn. Shoppers Ad¬ 
vantage, which offers more than 
250,000 products from nearly 
2,000 manufacturers, boasts dis¬ 
counts of up to 50 percent on 
brand-name items, plus a guaran¬ 
tee to beat competitors’ prices and 
a free two-year warranty on most 
products. Membership costs $39 
per year; a three-month trial mem¬ 
bership is just $1. 

AutoVantage (also owned by 
CUC) is an on-line auto club that 
offers members ($49 per year) 
consumer information about cars, 
as well as access to a national net¬ 
work of dealers who offer pre-ne- 
gotiated discounts to members. 
You have to go to the dealership 
to make the purchase, but Auto- 
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Peddling petals: New consumer options in bloom. 
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shops (mother outlet to reach consumers. 


Vantage simplifies matters by 
connecting you to the dealers in 
your area. 

Let’s go shopping 

All of the major on-line services 
offer shopping services, although 
the extent to which they do so 
varies greatly. Here’s a sample: 

• America Online (800-827- 
6364). Subscribers can buy dis¬ 
counted office supplies through 
Penny Wise, flowers from the 
Flower Shop and music CDs and 
tapes from Bose Express Music 
(keyword: “Shopping.”). Coming 
soon: Shopper’s Express, which 
will let subscribers in select mar¬ 
kets order groceries and drug 
store items 24-hours a day, seven 
days a week. 

• CompuServe (800-COM- 


PUSE). Clicking on the 
shopping cart icon in 
the opening screen 
brings you to the “Elec¬ 
tronic Mall,” where 
you’ll find everything 
from fine art to profes¬ 
sional-quality fitness 
equipment. More than 
120 merchants offer 
general merchandise 
(J.C. Penney and Sears) 
and specialty items such 
as bedding (Dial-A- 
Mattress), beef (Omaha 
Steaks) and pet supplies 
(IAMS). Shoppers can 
contact a particular merchant di¬ 
rectly, or browse by searching a 
product category. 

• Delphi (800-695-4005). Look 
under “Shopping” in the main 


menu for such popular gift items 
as gourmet coffee from The Origi¬ 
nal Computer Coffee House and 
books from Read USA. "Internet 
Shopping” provides easy access to 


Some modems will now ring up your groceries 


Now in her eighth month of 
pregnancy, the last thing 
Rene Aim wants to do is 
push through the crowded 
aisles in her local grocery 
store in Lisle, III. So she 
does her weekly shopping 
the easy way—from home, 
using her PC. 

“I just dial up the 
modem, and I can shop for 
everything I [normally] buy 
at the market,” says Aim, 
a manager for a telecom¬ 
munications company. 

Aim is a subscriber to 
Peapod, a Chicago-area 
computer-based grocery 
shopping and delivery ser¬ 
vice. Peapod subscribers 
link into a database that 
lists some 18,000 items 
available at affiliated su¬ 
permarkets, including 
Safeway and Jewel. 

Shoppers can wander 
through the electronic 
aisles or locate a given 
item by typing in a brand 


name or product category. 
Special requests go in a 
comments section. “Say 
you want bananas,” ex¬ 
plains Derrick Milligan, 
Peapod’s marketing direc¬ 
tor. “You type in ‘5 green,’ 
or ‘5 ripe.’ ” 

A Peapod employee re¬ 
ceives the order, “shops” 
at a participating market 
and delivers the groceries 
to your home (you specify 
the time). Peapod even ac¬ 
cepts coupons. 

The service itself, how¬ 
ever, is not cheap: Initial 
membership costs $69, 
with monthly dues of 
$4.95. Each delivery costs 
an additional $4.95 plus 5 
percent of the total gro¬ 
cery bill. And that doesn’t 
include the tip. But appar¬ 
ently, many people think 
it’s money well spent. Pea¬ 
pod serves more than 
5,000 homes in the Chica¬ 
go area, and the company 


recently expanded into 
the San Francisco Bay 
area, where it has about 
2,500 members. 

Now, similar services 
are cropping up. America 
Online, for instance, will 
begin testing Shoppers Ex¬ 
press, a grocery and drug 
store delivery service, in a 
few markets this month. 

Is on-line grocery shop¬ 
ping the wave of the fu¬ 
ture? “People are always 
going to want to squeeze 
the melons,” says Bob 
Allen, a partner at Modern 
Media, an interactive-ad¬ 
vertising agency in Nor¬ 
walk, Conn. But the ser¬ 
vice providers disagree. 
“We aren’t only selling gro¬ 
ceries, we’re selling time,” 
says Peapod’s Milligan. 
“And for a lot of people, 
that’s a very valuable 
commodity.” — M.H. 

Peapod, (800) 867-8989, 
(415) 929-1600. 
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✓ How bodies work 

✓ The importance of good nutrition 

✓ General health and safety tips 

✓ Reading skills 

✓ Our 5 senses and how they work 
Creativity 

✓ Problem solving 
Memory skills 

✓ How we're all similar and different 

✓ Self esteem & confidence 

✓ About generations—"Family Tree" 

✓ Shape and object recognition 


Virtual Entertainment's 
REALearning series of inter¬ 
active CD ROM products are 
designed to stimulate young minds. At 
Virtual Entertainment, we're commited 
to the creation of products with truly 
redeeming educational value, for one 
reason — kids are our future. 

Now playing at a software dealer near 
you! For more information about Body 
Park and Virtual Entertainment's 
REALearningTM Series on CD ROM, 
please write: Virtual Entertainment, 

Inc. 200 Highland Avenue. Needham, 
MA 02194, or call (617) 449-7567 



more than 1,000 computer-relat¬ 
ed companies carried on the Inter¬ 
net Shopping Network (see “In¬ 
ternet,” below). 

• Genie (800-638-9636). An 
outside service runs the Genie Mall 
(accessible from the main menu), 
which is geared to computer-relat¬ 
ed products, books, music CDs 
and video games. But it’s expand¬ 
ing into other areas: Long Dis¬ 
tance Roses offers 
flowers, and Shop¬ 
pers Advantage will 
be available soon. 

• Prodigy (800- 
PRODIGY). Use the 
jumpword Shop¬ 
ping to reach the 
main shopping cen¬ 
ter. Major merchants 
include J.C. Penney, 

Lands’ End and Mu- 
sicland, but many 
smaller companies 
sell specialty items— 

Eye Mate, for exam¬ 
ple, sells contact 
lenses (you have to 
mail or fax your pre¬ 
scription, however—FDA regula¬ 
tions forbid it to be filed via e- 
mail). Subscribers can also access 
the “Gift Center,” where they’ll 
find ideas for presents for special 
occasions. The latest addition to 
the service is the tie-in with the 
Home Shopping Network. 

• The Internet carries thousands 
of shopping options that go well 
beyond Pizza Hut. Many individ¬ 
ual stores have e-mail addresses, 
like undeiwear company Joe Boxer 
(Internet.joeboxerjboxer. com), and 
several “malls” bring other shops 
together under one electronic roof; 
to access “Downtown Anywhere,” 
a collection of computer-related 
merchandisers, for example, type 
h ttp://www. awa. comJindex/html. 
Dealernet (http://www.dealernet. - 
com) offers access to consumer in¬ 
formation on automobiles, as well 
as auto insurance, car loans, car 
radios and security systems. 

The Internet Shopping Net¬ 
work (http://shop.internet.net) 
currently offers members more 
than 20,000 computer products, 
but its recent acquisition by tele¬ 
vision’s Home Shopping Network 
promises expansion into a gener¬ 


al-interest marketplace over the 
coming months. 

Sample the merchandise 

To further entice consumers, sever¬ 
al on-line services have recently in¬ 
troduced more sophisticated ways 
of presenting products. For exam¬ 
ple, many items are now accompa¬ 
nied by higher-quality graphics. 
“It’s easier to sell people a sweater 


if you can show them exactly how 
it looks,” says Leo Borden, director 
of merchandising for Prodigy. And 
soon, on-line services will add 
sound. “You’ll be able to hear a 
sample of the music from a CD, or 
a soundtrack from a movie or 
videotape you’re interested in buy¬ 
ing,” Borden says. Video won’t he 
far behind. 

Will the American landscape 
soon be dotted with abandoned 
shopping malls and boarded up 
department stores? That’s unlike¬ 
ly. “Shopping is a sensory and so¬ 
cial experience for a lot of people, 
and they don’t get that aspect of it 
when shopping on-line,” Bob 
Allen notes. 

But the evidence suggests that 
consumers are ready for alterna¬ 
tives—and by the looks of things, 
on-line shopping is a popular 
choice. So turn on your computer, 
fire up your modem and take out 
your wallet; the cybermall is open 
for business. • 

Mary Hickey is a senior editor at 
Ladies’ Home Journal. She did 
most of her holiday shopping on¬ 
line while researching this story. 



Mass-market retailers are eagerly embracing the 
next generation of marketing possibilities. 






























A Good Deal Never Sounded Better. 


Comdex Fall 
Booth # M7430 

The most important feature 
of computer speakers is how 
great they sound. But if they’re 
a great value, too, they sound 
even better. 



All for a price 
tag that fits into 
your budget as 
easily as they fit into 
your computer system. 



Labtec outsells all the others 
combined for all the right reasons. Because model 
by model, they outperform other speakers in their 
price range. And they offer the 

y jW largest selection, so you can 

always find a pair with exactly 
the features you want. 


America’s Number One Selling Computer Speakers 


Listen to Labtec’s complete 
line of multimedia sound accessories, including 
headsets and microphones, at your favorite 
computer or electronics retailer today. 

You’ll hear why you don’t even need to consider 
anything else. 

s lahtec 


A Sound Investment in Your Computer.™ 



Get the Gift 
of Health 
every month 
of the year! 

Keep your family fit and well with HealthHelp® the 
ideal interactive PC software for a healthier lifestyle! 
Over 100 screens each month devoted to: 

• Exercise and fitness 

• Educational features 
and games 

• Diet features and 
weight tracking features 

Enjoy the benefits of 
HealthHelp with family 
and friends. Written and 
produced by Doctors, 



educators and software experts. 

12 issues of software 
for only $29.95+s/h. 

HealthHelp 

Call 1-800-522-6695 

Visa-M/C (Requires DOS - 386 or higher) 


A healthy 
use for your 
Family PC! 



































Office-in-a-Box 

the gift that combines 


business with pleasure! 



Perfect for the small or 
home office! 

Office-in-a-Box transforms a 
PC and printer into a complete 
suite of office equipment! 

► Copier - reducing, enlarging 
and collating 

► Plain Paper Fax - send from 
your PC or hardcopy 

► Document Image File 
Cabinet - finds files instantly! 

► OCR - no more re-typing! 

► Address Book - dials the 
phone for you! simple to 

install & use! 

Includes: Full page scanner 
Twain Compatible, Grayscale (color * 
available), Class 2 fax/data modem & | 

F-jDuip software 


Small Businesses -havea 

powerful copier and plain paper fax 
at a fraction of the cost. 

Moms andDads- come 

home to your family and still get 
your work done. 

College Students -win 

their first job - indispensible!!! 


I 


Retirees - it's easier to deal with| 
insurance, investment, medical, and! 
even family tree information. i 


At CompUSA, Incredible 
Universe, Fry's Elec- | 
tronics, Elek-Tek, J&R 
Computer World, and other f 
major computer superstores or f 
Call 1-800-ALACRITy ^ 
for the store 
nearest you! 

Alacrity , 




AN OPEN LETTER d 
TO AMERICA 
FROM ITS CHILDREN^! 

cared about what j 






AN EASY WAY TO PLAN 
FOR RETIREMENT 


The T. Rowe Price Retirement Planning Kit for PCs helps you 
calculate how much money you need for retirement and the amount 
you'll have to save each year to achieve this goal. Because f 
the software does the "number crunching" for you, 
figures that may have taken hours to calculate appear 
on your screen in seconds. So you can spend less 
time working out the math and more time working 
on your investment strategy. This easy-to-install, 
timesaving software costs just $15.* 



To order the Retirement Planning Kit for PCs, 
Call 1-800-541-5760 


Invest With Confidenci 

T.Rowe Price 


C with 1 
640K J 


*CA residents add 7.25% sales tax, DC add 6%, MA and MD add 5%. Specifications: Any IBM® or IBM®-compatible PC - 
at least 512K RAM and DOS/MS-DOS 2.1 or higher (with CGA or CGA-compatible graphics card). If using DOS 4.01/ 
RAM required. Please allow four weeks for delivery. T. Rowe Price Investment Services, Inc., Distributor. 


















bookstore 

what’s new on the shelf 


Computers Illustrated—The Full- 
Color Guide to How It All Works 

by Nat Gertler 
Que, 1994 
$24.99 


Newcomers to computing who are 
struggling to understand the basics 
and overcome any lingering PC in¬ 
timidation can count on Computers 


going on under the hood in order to 
drive a car to the supermarket. 
However, when it comes time to buy 
a car, or should something go wrong 
with it, it really pays to understand 
what the carburetor does.” That 
pretty well sums up his approach to 
computers, showing and telling you 
about the parts you may need to re¬ 
pair or replace in the future. 

Three introductory chapters— 
“What Is a Computer?” “What Can 
a Computer Do For Me?” and “Basic 
Computer Anatomy,” precede 13 


PCs are easy, once you get the picture 


Illustrated to provide a comfort¬ 
able, engaging source of informa¬ 
tion. It’s a large, handsome book 
(check out the snappy cut-out 
cover), one of the first in Que’s “Il¬ 
lustrated” series, which also covers 
topics such as soft¬ 
ware programming 
and upgrading PCs. 

Its colorful illustra¬ 
tions offer an up- 
close, personal look 
at a PC’s inner 
workings. It pro¬ 
vides clear, concise 
explanations of the 
motherboard, the 
central processing unit (CPU), 
read-only memory (RAM), disk 
drives and so on, all without over¬ 
whelming the reader. 

“Computers are a lot like cars,” 
writes author Nat Gertler in his in¬ 
troduction. “You don’t have to un¬ 
derstand that much about what’s 

by pam k a n e 


six- to eight-page “What Happens 
W hen...” chapters, which provide in¬ 
side information about everything 
from mice and monitors to operating 
systems and local area networks. All 
are smartly illustrated, with short, 
descriptive text and arrows pointing 
to the appropriate parts of the pic¬ 
tures. (Credit for the book’s design 
goes to Amy Peppier-Adams.) 

“Facts” boxes on many pages 
offer additional in¬ 
formation related to 
the subject at hand. 
For instance, the sec- 
modems in¬ 
cludes a box explain¬ 
ing that fax modems 
work the same way 
as standard modems 
but also transform 
your PC into a fax 
machine of sorts, en¬ 
abling you to com¬ 
municate directly 
from your PC to 
someone else’s fax 
machine. New terms introduced in 
the Facts boxes are highlighted in 
red, indicating that you can find ad¬ 
ditional information about them in 
the glossary at the back of the book. 

Computers Illustrated does 
have some faults, though they’re 
relatively few and far between. 
Most of the missteps here are sins 
of omission rather than commis¬ 



Computers 

Illustrated 


QUE 


sion. In the discussion of DOS di¬ 
rectories and subdirectories, for 
instance, there’s no mention of the 
essential path command in DOS, 
or how to switch back and forth 
between directories. 

If you’ve just hauled a Pentium 
multimedia PC home from your 
local computer superstore—or even 
if you’ve got an older PC but never 
got too far past the On button, this 
book will enable you to dazzle your 
friends, family, neighbors and 
business associates with your new¬ 
found knowledge of how PCs work. 
(Just don’t try to impress anyone 
wearing horn-rimmed glasses and 
a pocket protector.) 

Computers Illustrated is ideal 
for absolute newcomers, from 8 to 
80. Consider it the equivalent of a 
child’s First Reader. See Dick com¬ 
pute! See Jane compute! See Sally 
compute! Run, program, run! 

Test patterns 

Creating Stereograms on 
Your PC 

by Dan Richardson 
Waite Group Press, 1994 
$26.95 including DOS-based disk 

If you’ve ever found yourself star¬ 
ing into one of those 3-D posters, 
desperately trying to make out the 
image “hidden” in what appears to 
be an abstract design, you know 
how addictive these “stereograms” 
can become. If you can’t spot the 
image within a few seconds you’re 
compelled to keep trying until your 
eyes get bleary and your friends 
and family members have to drag 
you away...for your own good, of 
course. And if you can spot the 
image within some reasonable peri¬ 
od of time, you’re immediately 
hooked—suddenly you must dis¬ 
cover the 3-D image in every stere¬ 
ogram this side of the Atlantic. 

Creating Stereograms on Your 
PC has something for everyone 
with a DOS-based computer— 
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those who can spot the hidden im¬ 
ages, and those who can’t...yet. Of 
course, at first glance the book 
might make stereogram novices 
wonder why anyone would want to 
create graphics that look like, well, 
bad 1950s linoleum. But, like 
stereograms, the overall picture de¬ 
mands closer investigation; author 
Dan Richardson actually makes the 
idea rather appealing. 

Seeing is believing 

Sneak a peak at the glossy “Gallery 
of Stereo Illusion” (Chapter 4); if 
you can make out the 3-D images, 
consider yourself lucky—I couldn’t 
do it until I read, in another chap¬ 
ter, that people with astigmatisms 
often can’t perceive stereograms 
unless they’re wearing corrective 
lenses. I felt much relieved when I 
put on my glasses and, after a few 
minutes, saw the pictures clear as 
day. Richardson is quite reassuring 
to those of us who have difficulty 
seeing the 3-D images right away: 
“It’s important to be relaxed, com¬ 
fortable, and above all, patient.” 


Once you’ve learned how to see 
the images, you’re well on your way 
to designing them for use in home¬ 
made greeting cards, posters, gift 
wrap, stationery, even business 
cards. You don’t need an MIT com¬ 
puting degree to do it—anyone with 
a basic understanding of computers 
and graphics can start churning out 
stereograms in short order. 

After providing installation in¬ 
structions for the disk that’s in¬ 
cluded with the book, Richardson 
offers some fascinating information 
about the history of stereograms 

and ... 11>. iug \ 1-11,11 pi in. 1- 

ples. The back of the book includes 
a reference section that contains 
sources of related information, as 
well as a fairly extensive index. In 
between, the chapters cover the 
various kinds of stereograms. Un¬ 
fortunately, there are a lot of semi- 
technical terms and acronyms to 
learn—if you start in the middle of 
the book you’ll find yourself won¬ 
dering what SIRTS (single-image 
random text stereograms) are, for 
instance. Take the time to read— 



and read carefully—the introduc¬ 
tory material before dabbling with 
the new program. 

Ultimately, the results are sure 
to please. The best testimonial I 
can offer comes from my 17-year- 
old son, who usually doesn’t get 
too jazzed up about computer pro¬ 
grams: “This is the most fun I’ve 
ever had with a PC.” • 
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• SHOP DAY 
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• DOWNLOAD HOT 
GAMES 
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monthly guide 
to the online 
world of 
information and 
entertainment! 


i new online? Which Internet news- 
ips, chat lines, and bulletin boards 
lot? Where's the online action - 
and how do I get there? 

Find out with NetGuide, the first-ever program 
guide to Cyberspace! 

There's never been a magazine like NetGuide! 
Every month NetGuide points you to the best and 
brightest places to be and things to see online - 
more than a hundred listings broken down by 
areas of interest for quick and easy access. 

• News, Arts & Entertainment! • Sports! 

• Business & Finance! • Travel! • Reference 
Sources! • Science & Technology! • Computers & 


Software! • Games! • Romance • Lifestyles! 

• Politics! • The Media! • And much more! 

These aren't ordinary listings — 
they're reviews. 

Before we publish them, our expert staff 
researches each listing. How easy is it to 
access? If it's a bulletin board, is the line always 
busy? How expensive is it? Is it worth the cost? 


NetGuide isn't only a "where to" guide. It's 
also a "how-to" manual. You'll learn how 
to get around cyberspace and valuable 
techniques to make you a more cost- 
effective explorer on the information 
superhighway. 


Be one of the first to try NetGuide! 

Call 1-800-238-6644. 

R: You will receive a COMPLIMENTARY 3 ISSUE TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION to NetGuide. We will also send a Charter discount invoice for 12 
_ jnal issues (15 issues in all) for only $14.97 - less than a dollar an issue, and a Charter savings of B5% off the newsstand rate. If you art 
amazed by what NetGuide shows you, return the invoice marked "cancel." You will owe nothing and your three free issues will be yours to keep. 


From the publishers of 


The ultimate online navigation tool! 
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NetGuide 


Welcome to NetGuide, your 
definitive source of 
information for the Internet 
and online services, and your 
link to cyberculture. Our aim 
is to inform, entertain and 
enlighten you by identifying 
trends, spotlighting the 
movers and shakers on the 
information superhighway 
and grappling with the 
challenges they are meeting 
head-on. At the heart of the 
magazine is our money- and 
time-saving CyberGuide, 
with hundreds of in-depth 
reviews of places to visit. 
Enjoy the journey. 
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POWER TOOLS 

Modem Operandi 

Everyone’s MO differs. Here’s how to choose the equipment that’s best for you 



The modem did it: Killing time online isn’t a crime. 


It was an ordinary day in the 
life of Steve Fox, a day like a 
hundred others. But some¬ 
thing was about to happen 
that would change his life for¬ 
ever. Steve went out and 
bought a modem, hooked it to 
his computer and dialed 
America Online. The sun 
rose and set; the leaves turned 
colors and dropped; and the 
snows began falling before 
Steve realized what had hap¬ 
pened. He had contracted 
modem madness and had become addict¬ 
ed to the online world. 

So readers beware. What follows may 
seem like an ordinary guide to buying a 
modem. In fact, it is your pass to the 
datasphere. There may be no turning 
back once you get the bug. 

—The Editors 

Y our first choice in modem 
shopping: deciding between a 
modem that attaches to the 
inside or outside of your com¬ 
puter. If you need reassurance while 
dialing, you’ll probably prefer an ex¬ 
ternal modem. These paperback- 
book-sized devices sport on and off 
switches and a series of lights. In 
other words, you see them work. 

Moreover, external modems are 
easy to install. Plug the power cord 
into a wall outlet, hook the modem 
to your phone line with a regular 
telephone extension cord and con¬ 
nect the modem to your computer 
with a serial cable. Another plus for 
external models: You can switch 
them from your desktop computer 
to a laptop, or from a PC to an 
Apple Macintosh. PCs and Macs use 
the same external modems; only the 


cable that connects them differs. 

If you travel with a laptop, con¬ 
sider springing for a pocket modem. 
Although these devices typically 
cost about 25 percent to 50 percent 
more than full-sized external 
modems, they are the smallest, 
lightest externals available. But if 
portability takes a backseat to your 
budget, consider buying a modem 
that fits inside your computer. In¬ 
ternal modems run from $20 to $30 
less than comparable externals. Be¬ 
fore you buy an internal modem, 
though, make sure it’s compatible 
with your computer’s expansion 
slots. As for laptops, the older ones 
generally have an internal modem 
slot that works only with a particu¬ 
lar modem brand or model. 

SPEED DEMONS 

At one time, those in the grips of 
modem madness thought 9600-bit- 
per-second modems were a panacea. 
Compared with 2400-bps models, 
online searches using 9600-bps 
modems seemed swiff. 

Today it’s all 14,400 and 28,800 
bps, also known as 14.4 and 28.8 
Kbps, or kilobits per second. The 
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higher the bits per second, 
the more data a modem 
transmits every second. 
Theoretically, 28.8 modems 
transfer data at twice the 
speed of 14.4 modems. 
You’ll only see that payoff, 
however, when there’s an¬ 
other 28.8 modem at the 
other end of the exchange. 
If you opt for a 14.4, make 
sure it fits the international 
standard v32bis (Latin for 
“second version”) and the 
matching standard for data compres¬ 
sion, v42bis. Compressing data files 
lets the modem transmit certain 
kinds of data up to four times faster 
than files that are not compressed. 

ALWAYS THE FAX, MA’AM 

Another consideration when shop¬ 
ping for a modem: whether you 
want one that handles faxes. Actual¬ 
ly, it’s hard to find a modem that 
doesn’t fax. Just make sure the fax 
modem you get is either Class 1 or 
Class 2. These two standards work 
with the widest selection of fax soft¬ 
ware. Avoid modems that support 
only Class 2: It’s older and less ver¬ 
satile than Class 1. 

WHAT’S IN THE BOX? 

When buying that modem, check 
out the communications software 
that comes packaged with it. Low- 
end modems frequently short¬ 
change buyers by including only the 
most basic software or shareware 
programs. Top-of-the-line modems 
generally provide more expansive, 
reliable software. Once your modem 
is up and running, you’ll be amazed 
at the places you can explore. @ 
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FEATURE 


WE ARE THE WORLD 

People use the Internet to learn about other cultures and lend support in hard times. We asked nine celebrities to discuss 
the electronic ties that bind. Here are excerpts from four of those interviews. BY MARION LONG 


Susan Brownmiller 


Ralph Nader 


Author of Against our Will: 

Men, Women and Rape,- 
Femininity,- and Seeing 
Vietnam. 

A uthoritarian coun¬ 
tries are hesitating 
before allowing 
their people access to this 
technology. I know it is 
being discussed at the highest levels in Vietnam. Gov¬ 
ernment officials are nervous that people are going to 
use the Internet to push certain programs and issues 
and values that the Vietnamese government, which 
wants to stay in charge, doesn’t want. They have good 
reason to be nervous. You can disseminate the informa¬ 
tion so quickly through the Internet. At this point, the 
Internet is still a largely middle-class operation ... De¬ 
mocratic values and tolerance ought to be exported. 



1 

1 



Lawyer/public advocate. 

Head of the Center for Study 
of Responsive Law, the birth¬ 
place of Nader’s Raiders. 

I n my view, the most 
important information 
resources on the Inter¬ 
net are not stored in digital 
formats on a hard disk, but 
reside in the minds of the citizens who exchange elec¬ 
tronic mail. When hundreds, thousands or even hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of persons organize themselves in 
forums to debate important public policy issues, they 
bring together vast amounts of specialized expertise and 
information, creating synergies that are more powerful 
and useful than the most sophisticated database systems. 
It is also important for citizens to have free or low-cost 
access to databases of government information. 


Graham Nash 


Oscar Arias Sanchez 


! Musician. He co-founded 

l Nash Editions, a pioneering 

fine art press dedicated to dig¬ 
ital printing of collectible art. 

A ll of the things that 
people talk about 
the Internet ac¬ 
complishing in the future— 
making the world a smaller 
place and so on—it’s already absolutely doing now. I have 
a friend who is a photographer for National Geographic 
\ who was sent on assignment to photograph this particular 

I tribe, living in a remote area. And he goes to meet the 

chief of this tribe, and the [expletive deleted] guy is sitting 
in front of his thatched hut with a PowerBook on his lap! 
And that’s what we are talking about here with the Inter¬ 
net. It is not only cross-pollination of ideas between peo- 
| pie around the world, but across the ages. ... It’s com¬ 
pletely mind-blowing to me. 



President of the Republic of 
Costa Rica from 1986 to 
1990. Received the 1987 
Nobel Peace Prize. 

T he information 
highway’s greatest 
asset is that it can 
reach everyone, every¬ 
where. Just as we in the so- 
called Third World seek to benefit from technology ex¬ 
changes, so can the developed world benefit from the 
diversity of culture and perspective that we will bring to 
the Internet. It is my sincere hope that those now trav¬ 
eling the Internet share my belief that all peoples 
should be allowed access to the highway to the future. 



For more of celebrities’ opinions on the value of the 
Internet, see the premiere, December issue o/NetGuide. 
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CYBERGUIDE 



Around the world in a day: Play games, shop at the mall, learn to juggle, explore the moon, check the weather and more 



Want some arcade-style action? 
Then GENIE’s CyberStrike (keyword 
mpgames) should suit you. You con¬ 
trol a two-legged cyberpod in which 
you must explore and conquer (the 
not surprisingly named) CyberCity. 
Standing in your way 
are other players from 
around the world. You 
can form teams or play 
solo, but either way ex¬ 
pect a serious adven¬ 
ture. 

Before playing, you 
must first download 
user-friendly front-end 
software (a special ter¬ 
minal program that will 
let you log onto GEnie 
and play CyberStrike)-, 
the expanded file is ap¬ 
proximately 1 megabyte. 

If you have Sound¬ 
Blaster, you’ll probably 
want to grab the separate sound file. 
Although that eats up another 
megabyte of disk space, it will allow 
you to escape the annoying beeps 
and buzzes of the PC speaker. The 
3-D graphics are the boxy polygons 
familiar to users of early virtual reali¬ 
ty simulators. 

GEnie describes CyberStrike as 
the “most exciting and easy-to-play 
multiplayer game” it offers. Well, it 
might not be quite that exciting— 
BattleTech packs a much stronger 
punch—but it’s easy to use and pro¬ 
vides a good introduction to multi¬ 
player video games. 


As with most of GEnie’s games, 
help or general discussion can be 
found for CyberStrike on the Multi- 
Player Games RoundTable. i 


Whether you dream of being the 
Red Baron flying in his Fokker bi¬ 
plane or perhaps the World War I 
flying ace Snoopy himself in his 
Sopwith Camel, IMAGINATION’S Red 
Baron (keyword redbaron) is for you. 
You go head-to-head with real aces 


from around the world, flying in 
WWI-vintage aircraft. The game is 
much more a combat than flight 
simulator; there are no complex 
controls to learn or treacherous 
winds to avoid, just your ability to 
corner the enemy and dodge bullets. 
Hop into your plane and enter one 
of the best dog-fight arcade games 
available for network play. The 
graphics impressed us, but even 
more surprising is the lack of lag 
time. Despite the detailed pictures 
(and sound, if you have the proper 
hardware), the game runs quite 
smoothly even at 2400 bps. 4> 
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While AMERICA ONLINE’s version of 
the popular personal finance maga¬ 
zine, Worth, isn’t the same as hold¬ 
ing glossy pages in your hot little 
hands, Worth Online (keyword worth) 
is still a site that’s—ahem—worth 
seeing. Other publish¬ 
ers should take lessons 
from Worth Online on 
the right way to turn a 
print publication into 
an online service. This 
I well-designed site 
® pleases the eye with 
* colorful graphics and 
» includes the full text of 
| current articles, 
I archives of past issues 
S and timely features, 
s Among those fea- 
§ tures is the Online 
Portfolio, where you 
can steal a glance at the 
way portfolio managers 
conduct their daily business—what 
and how and why they borrow, sell 
and buy. There’s also a heavily used 
message board. If you’re having 
trouble with your bank, you can e- 
mail the Worth Advocate, a service 
that helps readers resolve problems 



Icon Legend 

■T 

Shopping 


Games 

<2> 

Downloadable text and/or software files 

IS 

Reference and archive information 

O 

Chat, user communication, either in 
real time or on bulletin board systems 



Invasion of the pod people: CyberStrike (mpgames) lets you play 
by yourself or with others. 
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with financial institutions. 

This site isn’t an online service 
trying to be a magazine or a maga¬ 
zine that is merely being offered on¬ 
line; instead, Worth Online uses the 
best elements of each medium and 
transcends both. !! 


You realize you should plan for the 
future but don’t know where to 
begin? Enter Money Matters on 
EWORLD (shortcut money matters). 
You’ll find “sensible advice on how 
to save and where to invest—from 
people who know how to do both.” 
Columnists Humberto Cruz and 
William Donoghue also know how 
to write in a clear, entertaining man¬ 
ner. They’re provided by Tribune 
Media Services, which manages the 
financial emporium here. E-mail 
TMS for help. Read valuable tips in 
the Personal Strategies, Inside In¬ 
vesting and Best Rates areas to help 
you hang onto more of your money. 
Talk to fellow investors on the 
Money Talks bulletin board sys¬ 
tem—or live in The Vault. 

Plenty of deposits exist here, but 
people aren’t collecting the inter¬ 
est—participation on the BBS is 
light, and no chats were scheduled as 
of this writing. The service offers 
high returns on your investment— 
it’s clearly organized and provides 
valuable information—Securities 
and Exchange Commission filings, 
for example. We loved the listing of 
banks offering low-interest-rate 
credit cards and have nominated 
Humberto Cruz as our own savings 
mentor. We only wish he were in 

The Vault or the BBS. O PI 



Where in cyberspace is Broderbund 
Software ? Discounted games and 
educational programs from the cre¬ 
ator of the popular but ever-seclud¬ 


ed Carmen Sandiego are available 
on COMPUSERVE (go bb). Broderbund 
delivers 25-percent savings on its ti¬ 
tles, and its elves will help you solve 
common software conflicts so you 
can play games and use your print¬ 
er. Broderbund makes cybershop¬ 
ping child’s play, with easy-to-fol- 
low guidelines and online e-mail 
help. To ensure that you’ll be able 
to spend your time having fun, a 
well-written technical support sec¬ 
tion provides answers to common 
problems. And if you just can’t wait 
to start searching out Carmen’s 
hiding spots, we’d suggest springing 
for the extra $4 for second-day 
air—either UPS or Federal Ex¬ 
press—as standard UPS orders can 
take up to four weeks to be deliv¬ 
ered. The site accepts major credit 
cards, 


Love coffee? Love to talk about it? 
Sit down for a cuppa joe at Cafe 
Gourmet's, custom forum on DELPHI (go 
NETGUIDE PREMIERE ISSUE 


cust 192). It’s an online exten¬ 
sion of the Arabica Gourmet 
Coffee & Tea Club, based in 
Santa Barbara, Calif. Read 
about Cafe Gourmet's more 
than 80 varieties of whole 
bean gourmet coffee, ask 
questions online and then 
order by e-mail with your 
credit card. 

If you’re looking for that 
caffeine hit right away, be 
forewarned that you’ll wait 
seven to 10 business days for 
your order to arrive, since all 
packages are sent first-class 
U.S. mail. 

While this coffeehouse 
£ isn’t crowded yet, the pro- 
prietor works hard to en- 
1 courage general conversa- 
| tion about coffee and asks 
I you to leave notes about 
1 your favorite coffeehouses. 
| Cafe Gourmet even invites 
the competition to partici¬ 
pate. 

Unfortunately, while the 
content is hot, the service is not. Del¬ 
phi should wake up and smell the 
coffee—trying to follow posts in 
those custom forums is as murky as a 
pot of three-day-old espresso. We’re 
hoping Delphi’s new graphical user 
interface—due in 1995—will help 
clarify things. "O’ IP 



Do lobsters scream when you drop 
them in boiling water? Will your 
kids be traumatized if they do? You 
can find the answer to these ques¬ 
tions and hundreds of others on 
PRODIGY’s Food BB (jump food bb). Top¬ 
ics on this Prodigy Plus service in¬ 
clude discussions of utensils and 
other hardware, cookbook and cook¬ 
ing software recommendations and, 
of course, food. Requests for and 
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posts of recipes abound, and many 
will make your mouth water, as ours 
did over a formula for Jack Daniels 
Chocolate Chip Pecan Pie. Special 
sections for healthy eating, vegetari¬ 
an concerns and holiday cooking 
make Food BB a special treat for chefs 
and other food buffs; contests and 
special guests, such as Robert DiLal- 
lo, editor and founder of the Journal 
of Italian Wine and Food, ice the cake. 

After much debate, we still don’t 
have a definitive answer to the 
screaming-lobster question. One user 
weighed in for the case against with 
this post: “No, I don’t think lobsters 
scream nor do any other seafood. 
Can you imagine the cacophony 
when boiling 50 lbs. of crawfish? It 
would be ear-shattering.” Right. If 
you can illuminate the issue, you 
know how to reach us. O 


Do you hunger for a place to kibitz 
about cuisine? If so, Food if Wine 
Round-Table on GENIE (keyword food) is 
good solid fare—sort of the meat 
and potatoes of food forums. Like 
many GEnie sites, Food RT suffers 
from poky online discussions and an 
interface that moves like molasses in 
January. The contents, however, 
have good flavor. You can print out 
Nibbles if Bytes, the Food RT newslet¬ 
ter, if you need something to read 
while the bread also rises. Bulletin 
board discussions and library 
archives are classified by type, region 
and ethnicity of food (including 
beer, wine and other alcoholic bev¬ 
erages). The BB also includes sec¬ 
tions for healthy eating and diet sup¬ 
port, the cooking business, kitchen 
equipment and cooking with com¬ 
puters. A given thread may not re¬ 
ceive posts daily, or even weekly, but 
some discussions continue over sev¬ 
eral months, and a few last more 
than a year. 

One hint: Food RT is a huge 
kitchen; we suggest that you read 
About the RoundTable, which pro¬ 
vides a great introduction to a good 
site. ^ <£> 



Whether you like your eggs fried or 
scrambled, you’ll get your tunes 
sunny-side up in the Music Kitchen 
on the WORLD-WIDE WEB (http: 
//www.nando.net/music/gm). Since 
the summer of 1994, MK has been 
“serving up full courses” from bands 
like the Beastie Boys and Redd 
Kross; as of this writing, acts as di¬ 
verse as Meat Puppets and Stephen 
Stills were listed as “soon to join the 
menu.” From the home page, you 


can check out one of the bands 
(which officially sponsor Music 
Kitchen) or hyperlink to pages from 
several independent record labels. 

What’s in a full course? Well, the 
Beastie Boys site includes photos, 
sound clips, song lyrics and a discog¬ 
raphy, plus hypertext links to Mosh 
Pit Do’s and Don’ts and the Mi- 
larepa Flyer, which provides a surfeit 
of information on Buddhism in 
Tibet, Crimes Against Tibet, Start¬ 
ing a Tibet Support Group on Your 
Campus and, of course, About Tibet. 
What can we say? Once again, the 
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Web demonstrates its propensity for 
catering to nonlinear thinkers. Over¬ 
all taste: Quality beats out quantity. 
Sure, the room is small, but this is 
the coolest kitchen we’ve ever seen. 


Now, Deadheads have a place to 
hang out between concert dates. The 
Grateful Dead Forum on AMERICA ONLINE 
(keyword dead) documents a subcul¬ 
ture (NetHeads) of a subculture 
(Deadheads) in pictures, sounds and 
the words of its members, leaders, 
rebels and some outsiders. The site 
includes a message board, a chat area, 
news bulletins, newsgroups, mailing 
lists and a Dead library. In the mes¬ 
sage area, more than 12,000 posts 


cover every imaginable Deadhead 
topic, from a Dead dictionary to ru¬ 
mors—Jerry’s getting married, Phil 
got fired—to concert information, 
ride-shares, gay and lesbian Dead¬ 
head issues, boodegging, and legaliz¬ 
ing marijuana. Somebody pinch us. 

If you’re into the Grateful Dead, 
we suggest that you take the long 
strange trip to the Dead Forum. If 
you’re not, the sheer volume of in¬ 
formation may bewilder or bore you. 
But wandering around in the forum 
can be a fascinating experience— 
even for the living. < w' BB 















See it. Hear it. Buy it. 

A hot new interactive TV show, 

, is here to bring 
you the best in CD-ROM software & 
hardware right to your home. 

Whether you’re interested in animation, video, 
music, or graphics, Multimedia Today helps 
you put all the pieces in place. We give you 
the information you need to make your 
system achieve top performance. 

And when it comes to software, we demo it all 
-- the hottest games, the latest in edutainment 
and the best in productivity tools. 


Once you’ve got that information and 
you’re ready to act, you can buy those 
products direct from leading manufacturers 
exclusively through Today. 


If you’re into the excitement of 
multimedia, we make it easy. 
Tune us in, you’ll love it! 


Begins airing November 23. Call 1-800-427-9655 ext. 600 for showtimes. 


TigerDirect 


0 E D C A T E 


Helping you solve the multimedia puzzle! 
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Giving HOMEPC is as 
generous as the spirit of the 
Holidays itself. 

Order gift subscriptions today for 
everyone on your holiday list who 
has a PC at home. Then relax and 
enjoy the festive days ahead! 

IT TAKES JUST A MINUTE. 

No jostling crowds. No over¬ 
heated stores. No pressure and no 
big bite out of your wallet. 

IT’S AFFORDABLE. 

In fact, prices are at their 
lowest ever. A full year — 

12 issues — for only $12.97! 

IT’S ALWAYS NEW. 

HOMEPC will be appreciated 
all year long. 

FREE GIFT CARDS. 

We’ll send an attractive Holiday 
gift card to each recipient to 
announce your gift subscription. 
Plus each issue will serve as a 
monthly reminder of your 
thoughtful generosity. 


9 


For fastest service, 
call 1-800*238-1199 


HOMEPC £1 

OIFTT SUBSCRIPTION “ 

O YES , please enter my gift subscription for the person listed on this card 
and bill me at the special Holiday rate of only $12.97 per gift (1 year/12 issues) — 
a savings of $22.43 each off the newsstand price, your lowest rate possible! 

O Payment enclosed O Bill me O Renew my subscription at the special Holiday price 


From: < 


Send Gift To: 


DON’T SEND MONEY NOW IF IT’S NOT CONVENIENT! 

WE’LL BILL YOU LATER. 7412GA 
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GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 

O YES , please enter my gift subscription for the person listed on this card 
and bill me at the special Holiday rate of only $12.97 per gift (1 year/12 issues) — 
a savings of $22.43 each off the newsstand price, your lowest rate possible! 

O Payment enclosed O Bill me O Renew my subscription at 


From: < 


at the special Holiday price 


Send Gift To: 


DON’T SEND MONEY NOW IF IT’S NOT CONVENIENT! 

WE’LL BILL YOU LATER. ... 


HOMEPC 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 


* 


OYES, please enter my gift subscription for the person listed on this card 
and bill me at the special Holiday rate of only $12.97 per gift (1 year/12 issues) — 
a savings of $22.43 each off the newsstand price, your lowest rate possible! 

O Payment enclosed O Bill me O Renew my subscription at the special Holiday price 


From: < 


Send Gift To: 


DON’T SEND MONEY NOW IF IT’S NOT CONVENIENT! 

WE’LL BILL YOU LATER. v 74 
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GIVE 



The gift that’s opened 
12 times a year! 

• Lively! 

• Colorful! 

• Packed with exciting 
photographs! 

• Step-by-step 
illustrated how-tos! 
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• Objective reviews! 

• Concise articles! 

• Written in plain English! 

It’s the easiest Holiday 
shopping you’ll do all year! 

Just complete and mail a card 
and we’ll do the rest! 

For fastest service, 
call 1'800-238'1199 
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With Value Vision™ 
Your Home Inventory 
Won’t be a Disaster 

CTiariTMgfKi 

Trying to establish what you've lost and trying to prove it is the last thing 
on your mind when disaster strikes. Value Vision™ is a Personal Inventory Manager™ 
that includes these features to help you - before disaster strikes: 

• Quick, easy, and fun graphical interface 
• 600+ room and item icons 
• A complete record of your home or office contents 
• Expert insurance advice 
• Contents selection, sorting and reporting 
• Claim forms 
• Settlement tracking 

ORDER TODAY! 1-800-856-8566 

713-465-6363 (Houston) • 713-465-9749 (fax) 


• Export to Quicken 3.0 for 

Windows (plus & pro only) 

• CPI valuation option 

• Depreciation for— 

Net asset value and 
Adjusted settlement value 

• Multiple dwellings 

• Multiple owners (pro only) 

• Supplemental reference 

• Item ownership 

• Category maintenance 

• Enhanced graphics 

• Performance improvements 

• Reduced run-time memory 

• More icons 


New Release 
Version 2.0! 




Fusion Software 9039 Kal 


Finally, Personal 
Inventory Software 
That Is Quick, Easy, 
and Fun 

Armed only with a mouse and 
Fusion Software's VALUE VISION, 
you can capture the contents of 
your home or office, and it's quick, 
easy, and fun. Now you can have 
the peace of mind you've always 
wanted, knowing that you are 
properly insured. And filing an 
insurance claim with VALUE 
VISION is as easy as clicking a 


i Frwy, Ste 501,Housti 
add 8.25% sales tax 
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&h»h 
□ saQ® 
asm 


; INTRO** 

[ Single Owner, Single Dwelli 


What used to be a boring, tedious, 
text operation with a database, 
word processor, or spreadsheet, is 
now fun, easy, and graphical with 
VALUE VISION. If you can drag 
and drop an icon, you can create a 
list of the contents of your home or 
office. It's that simple! 




FREE! 0 With VALUE VISION plus or pro program. Free award winning desktop publisher for Windows • FREE! 



































HOMEPC 

Research shows that roughly 
one quarter of all PC consumers 
have bought a PC directly from 
the manufacturer or via mail order 

and almost 50% have bought 
software in the same manner. 

HomePC Direct is designed to 
offer the HomePC reader 
a sampling of companies that 
specialize in selling products 
directly to you. 

So if you prefer buying 
PC hardware and software 

through the mail or are 
considering trying this avenue for 
the first time, you will find 
HomePC Direct of value. 






THE EASIEST WAY 
TO BUY SOFTWARE 


To all Educational Institutions, Teachers and Students 

Please call for special educational pricing for the following publishers: 
Microsoft, Lotus, Wordperfect, Aldus, Borland, Logitech, Symantec, 
U.S. Robotics, Central Point, Shapeware, Software Publishing and 
Travelling Software. 

Compuclassics is your authorized educational reseller. 


LARGEST SELECTION • LOWER PRICES • SPECIALIZE IN CD ROM 




WHERE IN THE USA (DELUXE ED) 

WORLD ATLAS 4 

YOUR PERSONAL TRAINER FOR 





Geography, Reading, Coloring and have Fun too! full color, high resolution video. All featuring dig- 
Increasing difficulty levels challenge kids time itized sound and pulse-quickening original r 


and time again. 

Call Now For Our 0 
Free Catalog f 


ket today. And a million 
different questions 
about how they work, 
when and how to take them, what side effects 
they might have and more. 



818 347 7500/fax 818 347 9977 

20123 Nordhoff St., Chatsworth, CA 


! &£*■ 
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Disk $32 
CD ROM $42 

CompuClassics 

iiwawti 


Which part of the brain 
controls motion? Why 
the flexor pollicis bre¬ 
vis muscle is impor¬ 
tant? You'll find the 
answers to these questions ond many more when 
you explore BODYWORKS® 3.0 - An Adventure in 


Disk or CD $39 


Disk or CD $39 


800 697-2006 


WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE? 
WE CARRY OVER 
10,000 SOFTWARE 
TITLES. ONE SHOP. 

ONE STOP. 


U.P.S. Ground Shipping in the U.S. is $5.00 up to 7 lbs., and $.50/lb. thereafter. 2nd Doy Air (U.S.) is S9.00 up to 7 lbs, and St.00/lb. thereafter. Overnight delivery available. Defective software will be replaced imme¬ 
diately. Your credit cord will not be chorged until your order is shipped. We ship latest versions. Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Int'l, FP0/AP0 call for shipping charges. Prices do fluctuate beyond our control and may change 
for better or worse. We accept VISA, MasterCard, Discover, JCB ond American Express. Please call (818) 347-9400 for an authorization number on returns. S5.00 C0.0. charge. Order desk open 7 am to 5 pm Monday 
through Friday (PSI), Saturday 10 am to 2 pm. 24-Hour FAX Orderline. 9/94 























The Learning Company 9 


A lifetime Love of 
Learning Begins Here. 

Introducing Reader Rabbit’s Interactive Reading 
Journey, the remarkable ani ma ted adventure that makes 
learning to read fun and rewarding. This breakthrough 
program turns one year of classroom reading 
instruction into a delightful journey that 
lays the foundation for a lifelong love 
of reading. 

This comprehensive program 
integrates 40 progressively 
challenging storybooks 
with over 100 skill¬ 
building phonics 
lessons within an 
interactive playworld. The result is a reading 
program that lives up to its promise—your 
child will learn to read, and want to read more! 

And your satisfaction is guaranteed by The Learning 
Company, the leader in reading software. 

Now available at your software dealer. Or, 
call The Learning Company for a special offer. 

Satisfaction guaranteed or your 
money back. Call The Learning 
Company toll free: 1-800-852-2255- 

Includes 40 printed 
storybooks from 
the software. 


The Learning Company 
6493 Kaiser Drive • Fremont • CA 94555 

Copyright ©1994. All rights reserved. Reader Rabbit and 
The Learning Company are registered trademarks and 
Interactive Readingjoumey is a trademark of The Learning Company. 














FREE TAX 



Now there’s an easy and accurate my to complete your federal income 
Announcing Tax Mate^-tax preparation software that provides all you 
to file your 1994 federal income taxes! 


It has the forms you need. 

Tax Mate includes the most commonly used forms and 
schedules, including Forms 1040, 1040A and 2441, and 
Schedules A, B, D, R and EIC. And all can be printed in 
IRS-approved manner on your own paper. Print, sign and 
you’re done! 

It’s easy to use. 

It’s easy to get started. Tax Mate acts like your own profes¬ 
sional tax preparer and interviews you, guiding you through 
the process needed to accurately complete your return. Of 
course, if you need assistance, a comprehensive help system is 
a keystroke away. Plus, Tax Mate will evaluate your return and 
suggest specific strategies to minimize your tax bill! 

It automatically audits 
your return. 

Tax Mate automatically performs all necessary tax calcula¬ 
tions eliminating costly errors. Like an accountant, it audits your 
return, letting you know where you left out information and flag¬ 
ging entries that are common IRS audit triggers. 

Its calculations 
are guaranteed! 

Rest easy with Tax Mate—all the calculations are guaran¬ 
teed accurate! Should you be assessed an IRS penalty due to a 
calculation error resulting from a fault in Tax Mate, we—not 
you—will pay the IRS penalty! 

Order today! Call toll free 

TT 1-800-4-TAX-MATE 

(1-800482-9628) 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, fax your order 1-319-395-7449 
or mail the coupon to Parsons Technology. 

PARSONS 

V® TECHNOLOGY 

9 The personal tax software experts! 

Tax Mate requites an IBM' nr compatible I’C with 640K, DOS 3. 
MICROSOFT ^ runn ' n 8 Microsoft® Windows 3.1 or higher, 2MB RAM and a hard drive 
WINDOWS™ Technology, Inc. All rights reserved. Tax Mate is a trademark of Parsons Te 
COMMTIBLE respective owners. ’Shipping and Handling charge is non-refundable. 


It’s brought to you by experts. 

Brought to you by Parsons Technology—the company with 
over 7 years proven personal tax software experience and mil¬ 
lions of completed returns— this exciting. FREE offer is our 
wav of introducing you to the newest development in personal 

tax return preparation and to our family of over 50 high-per¬ 

formance products ! 

But best of all, it’s FREE! 

To take advantage of this amazing offer, pick up the phone 
or send/fax the attached coupon. Tax Mate is FREE—all you 
do is pick up the $8.95 shipping and handling charge! Doing 
your taxes has never been easier! 

| YES! Please send me Tax Mate for $3f(FREE*! 

Offer limited to the first 250,000 orders. *Add $8.95 for shipping and handlingt. 
Includes User’s Guide & Expert Technical Support. Ships in late December! 



rsion: □ DOS □ Windows Disk Size: □ 3.5" 

i will ship LD 5.25" DOS disks if boxes are unmarked. 

□ MasterCard □Discover □ Ar 

_Exp 

ie your FREE software catalog! 


Evening (_) _ 

3.5" Q5.25' Dei 


ican Express □ Visa □ Check or Money Order 

(no purchase order please) 

| Your priority code is S21294M 1 


is Technology • Product Development Cei 
s Drive • PO Box 100 • Hiawatha, IA 52. 


3MB free disk sp 
3MB free disk space. Works wit! 


ce. Tax Mate for Windows requires an IBM® or compatible 
all monitors and printers. Copyright © 1993,1994 Parsons 
: marks designated as such are marks or registered marks of their 









































October, Computer Learning Month®, is a 
time to focus attention on the important role 
computers play in our lives, particularly in our 
children's learning. 

HomePC joins the Computer Learning 
Foundation™ in encouraging children and 
teachers to use computers to expand their 
knowledge and increase communication along 
the national and international information 
highway. 

To further this goal, we are co-hosting merit 
competitions, focusing on the educational 
importance of the information superhighway 
for children. Competitions are open to children 
and adults of all ages/and applications may be 
sent from home or school. 


Thousands of dollars worth of computer 
products, generously donated by technology 
companies, will be awarded to four grand prize 
winners. Prizes include: Apple Macintosh 
Computers; Microsoft Software Packages; 
HP Color Inkjet Printers; Online services from 
America Online, CompuServe, and Prodigy; 
and more. 

Time is running out! All entries must be 
postmarked no later than November 30, 1994. 
The official contest entry form, contest details, 
rules and the code for responsible computing 
can be found in HomePC's November issue, 
pages 238-239. Or call 516-562-5849 to obtain 
a copy of contest information. 


HOMEPC 


HomePC applauds the Computer Learning Foundation's 
focus on improving the quality of education and preparing 
our youth for the workplace through the use of technology. 

















Adventures in Sight and Sound 




The Virtual Expedition 

The Multi-Animedia Kit 
Compton's Encyclopedia 
The Mayo Health Clinic 
The 7th Guest 
Sound Impressions 
Recording Sessions 
List Price $499 

Over a Dozen More 
Multi-Animedia Pack¬ 
ages to choose from!!! 
Call For More!!! 


The Multi-Animedia Kit 

• Double Speed CD ROM 

• 'Macaw' 16 bit Sound Card 

• Deluxe, High-Quality Amplified 

Speakers 

• AC Adapter 

• Quality Headphones 


The Super Safari 

The Multi-Animedia Kit 
Compton's Encyclopedia 
The Mayo Health Clinic 
The 7 th Guest 
Sound Impressions 
Recording Sessions 
Cookbook Heaven 
PC Karaoke 
Where in the World is 
Carmen San Diego 
Microphone Included! 
List Price $599 


Free 2-day Delivery Anywhere in the US! !! 

Holiday Special! Order Now and Save! 1-800-506-3009 



The high-quality, multi-featured Macaw 16 bit 
Sound card is the audio solution to your multime¬ 
dia needs. Among it's many features are: 

• 16-bit CD-quality WAVE audio up to 48 KHz 

• AdLib/Microsoft WSS/MPU-401 /Sound 
Blaster Pro Compatability 

• Wavetable Option 

• Karaoke Feature 

• 'Hot Key' Volume control 

Made in USA 


Select From a Wide Variety of 
Multimedia Products 

Macaw 16 bit sound card 
Macaw 16 bit sound card w/ wavetable synthesis 
Double Speed CD ROM Drives 
Quad Speed CD ROM Drives 
High Performance PCI SCSI Controllers 
Multimedia Stereo Speakers 
Numerous CD ROM Titles 

* 

4487 Technology Dr. .Fremont, CA 94538 
(510)659-8440 Fax:(510)659-8449 
Email: animedlal@jcis.com 



We offer a complete line of multimedia prod¬ 
ucts, from Upgrade Kits to complete systems. 
The sleek, modern design of the multimedia sys¬ 
tem above is ideal for the individual with lim¬ 
ited desktop space. Animedia! is commited to 
providing our customers with the highest qual¬ 
ity products at competitive prices. For further 
information regarding Animedia! products, give 
us a call!!!. 

A division of vJClS 










Take a quick look 
around Main Street. 

Presenting the WordPerfect Main Street 
“Taking it to the Streets ” Mall Tour 

Get your hands on the latest WordPerfect has to offer for personal 
productivity, home education and family entertainment. WordPerfect’s 
Main Street '‘Hiking it to the Streets" tour is coming to a shopping mall near you. 


Prestonwood Town Center 
Dallas, TX. 

.. October 28-30 

Puente Hills Mall 

City of Industry, CA. 

...December 16-18 

Town & Country Center 


Oakridge Mall 


Arrowhead Towne Center 
Glendale, AZ. 


Downtown Plaza 

Sacramento, CA... 


Parkway Pla/.a 

San Diego, CA. 


Solano Mall 

Fairfield, CA. 


Los Cerritos 

Cerritos, CA. 

. . December 2-4 

Clackamas Town Center 
Portland, OR. 


Santa Anita Fashion Park 
Arcadia, CA. 


Northgate Shopping Center 
Seattle, WA. 



WINDOWS Magazine and HomePC are proud to be co-sponsors of this event. 
For more information, please call 800-451-5151 


WINDOWS 
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? HPH 'I ' pippl 

fax" (510) 631-6735 


A Multimedia Adventure 
Through American History 
That You’D Never Forget! 

motion NBC News Video, live recordings, 
photographs and more will let you see, hear and 
learn about American History through the eyes 
of our 42 U.S. Presidents. It’s all here in one 
fun, interactive CD-ROM. 

No history text book can compare. 

With dynamic Timelines and specific 
information buttons, you’ll find remarkable 
facts, in depth commentary, landmark 
historical events, famous speeches and 
more, right at your fingertips. 

Challenge Your Family. A Trivia Quiz adds 
fun and makes it easy to remember facts 
and events. A must-have program to create 
top-notch reports, get grade "A" homework, 
or simply to enjoy History. A fun, exciting 
learning tool for everyone, regardless of age! 
Portraits of American Presidents: SRP $59.95 
Great Bear Software and Healthsoft. 
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Get it done 
while having fun 


iin^ 


Design greeting cards * Trace animatinn ▼ Draw freehand ▼ Create cnmputer art * layout a kitchen * Design landscape 



Physical Information: 

Active area S”x 5” 

Dimensions B”n 9.5” In 0.5” slnped 

Weight 1.05 lbs 

lilt angle 3.7' 


Fonctional Information: 

Oesnlntion Up In 2000 lines per inch [lpi| 
Operating 

System MS DOS, Macintosh, 

Microsoft Windows 3.x, 

Pen 00S 

^cecatrJT 


The familiar feel of a pen 

Where you point on the tablet is where you are on the 
screen. No more awkward rolling around. And it’s so 
easy to install and use, getting started with computing is 
a cinch. Plus ACECAT II will co-exist with your mouse - 
until you’re ready to make the all-in-one input choice. 

Wnrk with greater ease and comfort 

No more hunching over the desk. Just place our light¬ 
weight tablet in your lap, put your feet up, and have fun. 


ACECAT II and the Windows environment 

This is where the ACECAT II really shines. Customize 
your tablet and pointing & selecting are as easy as 
a slight wrist movement. Ergonomically designed with 
direct one-to-one motion. 


Create images in a snap 

It’s easy to draw, trace, or create artwork. And it’s so 
simple, computer users of all ages quickly catch on. 


Also a high-end digitizer 

Don’t be fooled by the fun and ease of use - it’s a pow¬ 
erful design tool. Create sophisticated CAD drawings, 
architectural blueprints, and engineering specs. 


ACECAB 

800-676-4ACE or 408-655-1900 

Try the ACECAT II at CompUSA, Computer City, EGGHEAD, FRY’s, Incredible Universe 






TECHNOLOGY UPDATE 


Advertisement 


900 MHz breakthrough! 

New technology launches 
wireless speaker revolution... 

Recoton develops breakthrough technology which transmits 
stereo sound through walls, ceilings and floors up to 150 feet 


1 p la ; 


By Charles Anton 

I f you had to name just 
one new product "the 
most innovative of the 
year," what would you 
choose? Well, at the recent International 
Consumer Electronics Show, critics gave Recotoris 
new wireless stereo speaker system the Design 
and Engineering Award 
for being the "most in¬ 
novative and outstand¬ 
ing new product." 

Recoton was able to 
introduce this whole 
new generation of 
powerful wireless 
speakers due to the ad¬ 
vent of 900 MHz tech¬ 
nology. This newly 
approved breakthrough 
enables Recotoris wire¬ 
less speakers to rival the 
sound of expensive 
wired speakers. 

Recently approved 
technology. In June 
of 1989, the Federal 
Communications Com¬ 
mission allocated a 
band of radio frequen¬ 
cies stretching from 902 
to 928 MHz for wireless, 
in-home product ap¬ 
plications. Recoton, one 
of the world's leading wireless speaker man¬ 
ufacturers, took advantage of the FCC ruling 
by creating and introducing a new speaker 
system that utilizes the recently approved fre¬ 
quency band to transmit clearer, stronger 
stereo signals throughout your home. 



150 foot range through walls! 

Recoton gives you the freedom to lis¬ 
ten to music wherever you want. Your 
music is no longer limited to the room your 
stereo is in. With the wireless headphones 
you can listen to your TV, stereo or CD 
player while you move freely between 
rooms, exercise or do other activities. And 
unlike infrared headphones, you don’t have 
to be in a line-of-sight with the transmit¬ 
ter, giving you a full 150 foot range. 

The headphones and speakers have 


needed between you and your stereo. One 
transmitter operates an unlimited number 
of speakers and headphones. 


m 





Crisp sound throughout your 
home. Just imagine being able to 
listen to your stereo, TV, VCR or CD 
player in any room of your home with¬ 
out having to run miles of speaker wire. 
Plus, you'll never have to worry about range 
because the new 900 MHz technology allows 
stereo signals to travel 
over distances of 150 feet 
or more through walls, 
ceilings and floors with¬ 
out losing sound quality. 
One transmitter, un¬ 
limited receivers. The 
powerful transmitter 
plugs into a headphone, 
audio-out or tape-out jack 
on your stereo or TV com¬ 
ponent, transmitting mu¬ 
sic wirelessly to your 
speakers or headphones. 
The speakers plug into an 
outlet. The one transmit¬ 
ter can broadcast to an un¬ 
limited number of stereo 
speakers and headphones. 
And since each speaker 
contains its own built in 
receiver/amplifier, there 
are no wires running from 
the stereo to the speakers. 
Full dynamic range. 
The speaker, mounted in 
a bookshelf-sized acoustically constructed cab¬ 
inet, provides a two-way bass reflex design 
for individual bass boost control. Full dynamic 
range is achieved by the use of a 2” tweeter 
and 4” woofer. Plus, automatic digital lock-in 


Don’t take our word for it. Try it yourself. 

Recoton wireless speaker system that we offer 
you the Dare to Compare Speaker Challenge. 
Compare Recoton's rich sound quality to that of 
u’re not completely 






tuning guarantees optimum reception and 
eliminates drift. The new technology provides 
static-free, interference-free sound in virtual¬ 
ly any environment. These speakers are also 
self-amplified; they can't be blown out no mat¬ 
ter what your stereo's wattage. 

Stereo or hi-fi, you decide. These speak¬ 
ers have the option of either stereo or hi-fi 
sound. You can use two speakers, one set on 
right channel and the other on left, for full 
stereo separation. Or, if you just want an ex¬ 
tra speaker in another root 
listen to both channels 
on one speaker. Mono 
combines both left and 
right channels for hi-fi 
sound. This option lets 
you put a pair of speak¬ 
ers in the den and get 
full stereo separation or 
put one speaker in the These wiretess stl 
kitchen and get com- headphones have a 
plete hi-fi sound. built-in receiver. 

Factory direct savings. Our commitment 
to quality and factory direct pricing allows us 
to sell more wireless speakers than anyone! 
For this reason, you can get these speakers far 
below retail with our 30 day "Dare to Compare" 
money-back guarantee and full one year man¬ 
ufacturer's warranty. For a limited time, the 
Recoton transmitter is only $69. It will operate 
an unlimited number of wireless speakers 
priced at $89 and wireless headphones at $59 
each. Your order will be processed in 72 hours 
and shipped UPS. 

Recoton Transmitter (you must have a transmitter 

to operate speakers and headphones).....$69 $4 S&H 

Wireless products compatible with the Recoton transmitter: 

Recoton Wireless Speaker.$89 $6 s&H 

Recoton Wireless Headphones.$59 $4 s&H 

Please mention promotional code 161-HG1105. 
For fastest service call toll-free 24 hours a day 

800-992-2966 

m n s b 






























“ProPhone is one of my favorite 
CD-ROM titles ... it's a great 


With Home Phone 
you'll be able to find 
anyone and even 
see where they are 
located on the map! 


Here's a great gift for 
yourself, friends or family. 
Give them Home Phone - 
L 10,000 phonebooks on CD-ROM! 

Imagine being able to look up 
friends who've moved out of 
state, find lost relatives, track 
address book. Your down family or look through 
(moved bxlmw a Y^ook to locate old school 
[you can find them! buddies! If ever there was a 
perfect gift for the holidays, it's Home Phone! 


0 2 CD-ROM Discs with more than 
70 million residential listings keyed in from 
US white page directories nationwide 
0 Search for individuals by name nationwide 
or you can limit your search to a specific 
city, state, zip code 
0 Lets you map listings for a picture of 
where they are 

0 Saves on directory assistance charges 
0 Includes autodial capability for use with 
modem 

0 Permits wild card search 
0 Outputs listings as mailing label, in 
delimited ASCII or .dbf format 


0 2 CD-ROM Discs with 
over 80 million business and 
residential white page listings 
0 Allows you to search by 
name and then limit your 
search to any address, city, 
state, zip, or area code 

J T""r 0 Complete reverse 
tCMm search phonebook 

•nU^vF on CD-ROM with , . 

jj 1 } Is 80 million white 
page directory 
‘ ** listings—72 

million residential, 

8 million business listings 
0 Look up, tag and 
download unlimited 
listings by name, address, 
city, state, zip, area, business 
type or SIC code 


■= 0 1 CD-ROM 

featuring 

.31 AT&T's 
/VISlI Toll-Free 
Directory 
0 All Toll-Free 
numbers sorted 
under 2,700 
business 
classifications 
0 Saves 
money on toll 
charge: 

0 Ideal for vaca¬ 
tion and business 
travel planning 


Otherphonebooks 
restrict downloading 
or charge with a 
meter. Thesephone- 
books offer unhmited 
downloading and 


Order Today - Call 

CompuClassics 


THE SOFTWARE EXPERTS 


1 -800-697-2006 

818-734-3800 
FAX 818-734-3999 























Bill Nave 


saved these 




kids from drowning, but he’s 
not a lifeguard. 

Verleeta Wooten found 
several new stars, but 
she’s not an astronomer. 

And Ivan Neal put 
a lot of fires, but he’s 
not a firefighter. 

These are teachers. But to the 
kids they reach, they’re heroes. 


BE A TEACHER. BE A HERO. 


Call 1-800-45-TEACH. 




Photos: Rohm Sachs 










The Edutainment Company presents... 

Software Your Kids Will Love! 




Buy 2 Davidson 

Titles, Get 1 Free!! 29 is l&af 35.95 


MAC.DOS.DISK MAC,DOS,WIN,DISK,CD 


THE CRUNCHER - 35.95 ! 
MM WORKSHOP - 46.95! 
PERFECT RESUME - 38.95 
34.95 SAT TRAINER-34.95 
READING BLASTER - 35.95 SPEED READER - 32.96 ! 
SPELL IT 3 - 29.95 WORD AnACK 3 - 29.95 


29.95 


ORDERING IS SO EASY 

CALL 1-800-338-3844 


for Kids: 
Gadgets 
Age 5 & Older 

This multimedia disc is 
packed with activities 
that encourage kids to 
explore the workings of 
simple machines. Newly 
adapted from a popular 
series used in schools. 
DOS,MAC Q c 
CD-ROM 40.SD 


Glider 4.0 

This popular and highly 
addictive game entails flying 
paper glider through 60 
is of an old mansion, 
i room is a puzzle to navi- 
which holds surprises 
strange challenges. Good 
of non-violent fun! 


The Random House 
Kid’s Encyclopedia 
Age 7-12 

designed just for kids offers 
over 2,0110 articles, 160 movies, 
a unique scrapbook to help 


39.95 


34.95 


My Computer Diary 

Age 8 & Older 

A treasured activity becomes a 
positive learning experience 
with this computerized dltuy 
for young girls. It includes a 

featured calendar, and a data. 
WIN DISK WIN CD 

29.95 43.95 


1 he Edutainment Company brings you the best-selling children’s 
educational software at unbeatable prices with our customer 
I service pledge: 

• Expert Consultation 

• Satisfaction Guarantee 

• Free Technical Support 

• Discount Prices 


Sharks! 


34.95 


Masterpieces 




hy con test wherej race ^ problems. K ids can play’by [ speech and sound keep the 

DISKETTE: 32.95 DISKETTE 24.95 ~ 29.95 


OC QC WIN.MA< 
00.393 DISKETTE 


W'N.MAC: IQ QC 

DISKETTE 139.390 


39.95 


The Edutainment Company 


932 Walnut Street, Louisville, CO 80027 303-661-0799 Fax 303-661-9303 










































Keep in touch with 
HOMEPC editors through 
.. America Online 



■ 


H 

S 

ts 

■ 


HOMEPC 


Ask hardware, software and online questions and share valuable insight into your own PC 
experiences. America Online provides a perfect forum for you to communicate interactively 
with HomePC editors and other readers. 

Through America Online, the nation's fastest-growing provider of con¬ 
sumer online services, subscribers can access current and back-issue edi¬ 
torial content from HomePC. Post messages for editors, find out about 
the best children's software, and access the latest product reviews. 

You'll get all the information you need to use your PC 
for entertainment, education, finance and personal 
productivity. All at the touch of a button. When you call 
AOL to sign up, say you saw it in HomePC —you’ll 
receive a free customized sign-on disk. 


HOMEPC 


A 


Contact HomePC editors through the America Online interactive area using the editor's first name followed by HPC. America 
Online members can reach HomePC by selecting Keyword from the GoTo menu and typing HomePC, or clicking on the 
Departments button of the welcome screen, then clicking on the Newsstand button and then on HomePC. If you would like 
information about America Online, call 800-827-6364. 











































An exciting section where you'll discover 
a world of inviting products 
_ to fulfdl your demands and wish lists. 

the 

HOMEPC 

connection 

Products that will help you gain 

maximum productivity as you work, 

and peak enjoyment as you learn ., play and relax. 

Just look for the distinct red border and you'll 
find The HomePC Connection. 


Advertiser 

AdventureSource 
AlphaSport 
American Bible Sales 
American Institute for 
Computer Sciences 
AMTEX 
BabyDoc 

Best Personalized Books 
BLOCS Software, Inc. 
Candelight Publishing 
Carmacon 
Centsible Software 
CH Products 
CLIPables 
Computer Gallery 
Consolidated CD ROM 
CyberMedia 
CyberSales, Inc. 

Designer Checks 
Desktop Darlings 
Discovery Entertainment 
Software 
Edirol 

Fishpot Images 
Grantham College 
Greatime Software 
Harvard Associates, Inc. 
Hefty Publishing Co., Inc. 
ICA Software 

Institute of Technical Studies 
Kids CD-ROM Connection 


313-953-8662 

800-850-3777 

800-535-5131 

800-767-2427 
613-967-7900 
800-642-3543 
214-250-1000 
800-836-0047 
800-677-3045 
800-822-6790 
800-908-4448 
619-598-2518 
800-288-7585 
800-317-0224 
800-823-7667 
310-843-0800 
800-288-6347 
800-239-4087 
617-245-2073 

800-217-4066 
800-380-2580 
800-405-0036 
800-955-2527 
800-557-7788 
800-774-5646 
800-732-3009 
800-331-3065 
800-948-7487 
800-994-0033 


Advertiser 

Kid's Advantage 
KIDware 

M & R Enterprises 
Magee 

MicroDisk Services 
Multimedia Logic 
NeoSoft Corp. 

PCDI 

Pixel Perfect 
QuiltSOFT 
Quinsept Inc. 

Reasonable Solutions, Inc. 
Ruth's Recipes 
SRO Systems 
School-Age Software 
Smart Luck Software 
Softsparks 
Software Support 
International 
SongWright Software 
Surplus Software 
T.L.C. 

TES, Inc. 

The Home Learning Center 
TransLanguage Inc. 

Twelve Tone Systems 
Villas of the Caribbean 
WinMicro Corporation 


Phone 

800-543-7181 

206-721-2556 

800-800-8517 

800-662-4330 

800-624-7273 ext./ 

800-435-6442 

800-545-1392 

800-223-4542 

800-788-2099 

619-583-2970 

800-637-7668 

800-876-3475 

800-846-7884 

909-337-7535 

916-791-0703 

800-876-4245 

800-390-7971 

800-356-1179 

800-877-8070 

800-753-7877 

800-852-8622 

800-925-6853 

800-915-5515 

800-308-8883 

800-234-1171 

800-238-4552 

800-538-6491 





COMPUTER CHECKS 
















































































Build Muscle 
And Strip Away 


Fat! 


By Dr. Stephen Schueler 


"In 8 weeks you can have 
rippling abs, muscular arms, 
a chiseled chest and awesome 
legs! How? 

Just follow the printouts!!" 


MASTERLIFT WORKS FAST!! 

It only takes eight weeks to build muscle 
and strip away fat. We can take just about 
any average American, like you, and in 
eight weeks provide you with the body of 
your dreams...100% guaranteed. With 
MASTERLIFT / NUTRA- POWER 
software, the fastest gains possible 
are computerized and graphed. 

Your individual data is fed into 
carefully researched "strength 
and conditioning" 

FORMULAS and in seconds 
your workout is designed by the 
computer. 

MASTERLIFT WORKS FOR EVERYONE! 

MASTERLIFT provides you a regimen that 
is specific to your body and gives you 


a printed plan for every aspect 
of diet and training. The results 
of using these plans are rapid 
muscle growth and fat loss! 

NUTRAPOWER BRINGS OUT 
MUSCLE!!! 

NUTRAPOWER sets up the 
careful balance between 
training and nutrition that is 
the key to your new body. 
NUTRAPOWER lets you 
break your own "Genetic Code" 
by making the perfect meal plans for 
you, with the exact % of Carbs, Proteins 
and Fats that you need to get "fiercely" 
muscular and "ripped"! NUTRAPOWER 
comes with fat-minimized meals 
pre-programmed! With these meals, or 
meals of your own making, your lean 
muscle mass is on for keeps! 


Chicken Breast, Vegetables, Tuna, 
Fruit, Skim Milk, Pasta and 
Supplements...all pre-loaded and ready 
to go! Our hard core nutrition team has 
done the work for you! 

100% Guaranteed! 

You can work with MASTERLIFT / 
NUTRAPOWER for 30 days at no risk. If 
you are not 100% satisfied, you can return it 
for an immediate and easy refund, no 
questions asked. 

• Easy to use 

• VOO% better than 
"weight loss" 

• Works faster than any 
other known system! 

• Thousands in use! 

• Easy to understand! 


I/III for just $59.95 as you us 

1 H H EEI 

11-800-850-3777 

FAX (904) 656-1402 


I Mail to: AlphaSport 2528 
. Capital Circle S.E. 

1 Tallahassee, FL 32311 


FITNESS/MUSCLE 
















































BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY/EDUCATION/HOME ST U D Y / R E LIG IO N 



Won 39 Lotto Jackpots 

Worth $79.2 Million Dollars! 

The ONLY Systems With Documented Jackpot Winners 


LOTTO HOW ID WHEL A FORTUNE 

This 397-page book contains the 
world's most successful lottery sys¬ 
tems including ALL the systems used 
by Gail’s biggest Lotto jackpot win¬ 
ners. Has 162 systems with specific 
win guarantees. Easy to use as 
A-B-C. $22.50 ($19.50 +$3.00 S/H.) 

^ADVANTAGE PLUS™ 

• COMPLETE drawing results for 
ALL 62 5 & 6# Lottos FREE • Over 
50 scientific charts and reports to 
zero in on winners • No other soft¬ 
ware has more scientific tools for 
picking winners • Detailed 62-page 
manual shows how to identify win- 
ning^jatterns • Automatic SMART 


' selects best Lotto #s 


COMPUTER WHEEL™ 

• Easy to use scientific systems that 
reduce the odds • Has 252 Lotto 
wheeling systems with specific win 
guarantees • Wheels up to 40 of 
your Lotto numbers • Optimizing fea¬ 
ture makes best possible sums of 
your chosen numbers • Tells how 
many times each number position is 
in the wheel • Saves up to 500 
wheels for win checking • All flaw¬ 
less • Find one system that fails its 
win guarantee, and you get DOU¬ 
BLE your money back! $39.50 + 
$3.00 S/H 

ADVANTAGE PLUS™ 
COMPUTER WHEEL™ 

Save $20! Buy BOTH for 
only $99.95 -+ $3.00 S/H 

We ship IBM/Comp. 5.25" unless you add 
^ $1.00 for a 3.5" disk (one per program). J 

1 - 800 - 876-4245 

SMART LUCK” SOFTW ARE 

'mm Dept. E-2, P.O.Box 1519 W-PI 
White Plains, NY 10602 
1-800-876-GAIL (4245) or 914-761-2333 


Home Study 

Computer Science 

ACCREDITED 
B.S. DEGREE 

Our 44th year. B.S. degrees in computer 
science and other fields. All teaching is 
by home study. Grantham lesson 
materials. Personal help by mail, phone, 
fax, BBS. 

You are a class of one when asking for 
assistance from your instructor, all 
included in the regular tuition. Profes¬ 
sional software, no additional charge. 
Our emphasis is on teaching you 
computer science and guiding you to 
professional competence us well us your 
B.S. degree. Our degrees are accredited 
by the Distance Education and Training 
Council, Washington, DC. 

Free Catalog: 1 (800) 955-2527 

GRANTHAM 
College of Engineering 

34641 Grantham College Rd. 
Slidell, LA 70469-5700 


^ Ttome study: earn great money: 

Become A Medical 
Transcriptionist! 

Experienced transcription- 
ists can make up to $25,000 
—and more —transcribing 
doctors’ notes from tapes. 

Work in hospitals, MDs’ offi¬ 
ces, at home. Free literature. 

800 - 223-4542 


| Dept. YYG275, Atlanta, Georgia 30328 | 

V LEARN COMPUTERS P 



Home study course. 
Be an expert on the PC 
for business or home 
use. Easy to follow: learn 
database, word process¬ 
ing, spreadsheets, much 
more. Send or call for 
free career literature. 


i i free career literature. 

800 - 223-4542 


The School Of Computer Training 

PCDI, 6065 Roswell Road 
Dept. KKG275, Atlanta, Georgia 30328 


B.S.&M.S. 

In Computer Science 


G et the opportunity and earning power a 

college degree confers—without leaving 

home and spending thousands of dollars. 

• ALL COURSES HOME STUDY. 

• Increase your earning power. 

• Approved for tuition reimbursement 
by leading corporations. 

• Join students from leading 
computer companies. 

• C++, Using Windows and Ada 
courses available. 

• CareerPaf/7 training in computer 
programming available. 

For free information call : 

1-800-767-AICS 

AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE 

COMPUTER 
SCIENCES 


Bible master. 


software for IBM & MAC 

Get them all 
together. 


New 

American 
New Standard 

International B '^ e * 
New Version * 

Revised 
^ ng Standard 
Jf mes * Version 
Version* 


...the best selling translations! 
...add on modules: 

La Biblia de las Americas 
NAS Hebrew/Greek Dictionaries* 
NAS Cross References 
NAS Topical Studies* 

Treasury of Scripture Knowledge 
... and free technical support! 

* Also for Macintosh 

American Bible Sales 

870 South Anaheim Blvd., Anaheim, CA 92805 

1-000-535-5131 m 


Discount Prices! 













































the HOMEPC connection 


FREE CATALOG 


EARN YOUR 
COMPUTER SCIENCE 
DIPLOMA at HOME 


© College Level Courses lead you to 
professional certification 
© Unique program includes videos, 
textbooks, software, audio tapes 
© Day/Night instructor assistance by 
phone, FAX or modem 
© Learn to program in C, C++, 
Q-BASIC, VISUAL BASIC 
© Other courses include: 

INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTERS 
WORD PROCESSING 
SPREADSHEETS DATA BASE 
OPERATING SYSTEMS 
FILE PROCESSING 
SYSTEM ANALYSIS 

If you are serious about learning 
Computer Science....call 

Institute of Technical Studies 
1-800-9-ITS-ITS 

Licensed and Bonded 


Make Money 

Personalizing 
Children's Books 



• Use Your Home Computer 

• No Experience Necessary 

• Original Patented Processes 

• Interactive Sticker Books 

• Quality Handcrafted Books 

McGruff • Thumbelina • Little Mermaid 
Cabbage Patch Kids • Raggedy Ann 


Largest Selection, Lowest Price 

All in One Package! 

1 - 800 - 732-3009 


Make Money 
With A 

Computer! 




• Disney,® Warner Bros?, • Business Cards, Clocks 
Power Rangers? Barbie? & Stationery 
Where’s Waldo® & NFL 5 • Religious & Ethnic 

• 30 Book Titles Themes 

- 500% Profit • Low Start Up 

( 214 ) 250-1000 

FREE Book and Kit 

Best Personalized Books ’ 

Best Piaza» 4201 Airborn ■ Dallas, Ix 75248 


Enhance Your Multimedia 
Collection! 


1 More than 40 narrated HHB 

Bible stories accompa¬ 
nied by paintings by the 

1 Full-color photographs 

’ Topical study guide and 
Greek and Hebrew 
lexicon searchable with 
text of Bible. 

' Entire text of red-letter 
King James Bible. 

CD Sourcebook of American History 


• Hundreds of primary 
and secondary source 
historical documents. 

• Four multi-volume 
histories. 

• More than 100 
historical photographs 




Call Today 
1-800-677-3045 



CHEMISTRY for 
11 Windows begins the 
| study of Chemistry with i 
i the properties of the 108 i 




«s how they may be ti 
§J combined to form the a 
ns of inorganic and 
| organic compounds. 
n Software includes: 

• Element properties 

• Periodic analysis 

• Compound database 
' ‘ ilecular modeling 

• Ideal for projection 


.S® WinMicro 

! CORPORATION 


• Nursing & Medicine 

• Genetics & Biotech 

• Semiconductors 

• Geology & Mining 

• Food & Agriculture 

• Physics & Biology jj 

• Chemical Engineering Bi 

-M 


$59 95 

800-257-5390 j\+ 

^jPP|-3S-HD-2X' / 

Wi© o Ql&Mttim 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY/EDUCATION/HOME STUDY/RELIGION 

















































MUSIC/GENEALOGY/SCREEN SAVER/CLIP ART 


the 


HOMEPC 


e c t i o 


Show i 


PC Portraits" 

screen saver slide show 


;That'3 right! Show off your favorite photos. 
:Free PC Portraits for Windows (256 colors 
[required) w/ purchase of 5+ photo scans. 


* Fun new way to display your photos! 

* Personalize your home and office. 

* Add all the scanned photos you want, 
when you want. 

* Free one year Scan Club membership. 

* Unique gift idea (call for info). 

* All Scans - Money Back Guaratee. 


Show Off! Send your photos today! 

$4fchoto (5 photo min) + $3.50 SH. 
Send photos (photos returned), check to 

Fishpot Images 

Dept H, Box 438, Ballwin, MO 63022 


For Info Call 800-405-0036 7d/24hr; 
We otter a lull line of scanning services! 


I 


AX® 

Animations 


Personal 3-Dimensional 

Animations for Dos & Windows 


Your name, company or message 
in a stunning, 256 color, full screen 
animated screensaver! 


as low as $19.95 


Write, call or Fax for a 
FREE Demo Disk 


S3RQ 


Systems 


Phone 

909-337-7535 
Fax 
909-337-0575 


P.O. Box 5028, Blue Jay, CA 92317 


It's not just Apple and 
IBM that love and KM 
use Clipables ft. 

But it is also thousands of 
desktop publishers, just like 
you. And it is easy to 
see why. For Clipables 
is the chosen clipart 
package of virtually 
every type of computer , 
user: from small and 
large businesses, to schools, 
newspapers, and magazines. 

Whether you are doing r 
newsletters, brochures, 
or just fun flyers, 
you will be amazed 
and delighted with 
more than 1400 in 
Clipables provides. But don't 
just take our word for it. Give 
us a call, and we will send 
you a FREE brochure. Then 
you can decide lor yourself. 

CLJRibles 

Home PC Readers Only: Clipables 



llllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 


FREE BUYER'S 
GUIDE! 

Interactive Music for 
your PC or Mac 


Now you can enjoy premium quality music 
on your computer. Choose from 
thousands of beautiful MIDI must 
arrangements on disks, sound 
modules, music & presentation 
software, MIDI Keyboards, 
mixers and speakers. 

Give a popular family - 
oriented alternative to 
violent computer games. 

The Edirol Buyer's Guide will show you how 
pro-sounding Roland sound modules and 
innovative software can enhance creativity and 
musical experience in your home. Call Toll 


n 

s 


Free, tc 


tr 24 hour orderline at: 


1 - 800 - 380-2580 
-EDIROi- 


"Desktop Music Presentation Products... Direct to you!" 


O UT SCORES 
THE REST 



$99.95 


“Impressive output... (800)877-8070 

a solid list of features ' SONGWRIGHT SOFTWARE 
An Electronic Musician nM \ 777 7 iy>q 

survey proves SongWright 11 ' m < 

the BEST BUY of all 1 Loudoun Street, SE 

music notation software. Leesbuig, VA 22075 


Ce 


nealogy 

Software 


Beginner? Advanced? 
We have the software 
for you! Easy to use. 
Money back guarantee. 
Call for FREE informa¬ 
tion package. 


QUINSEPTINC. 
P.O. BOX 216 
LEXINGTON, 
r^f MASS. 02173 




617-641-2930 

800-637-7668 
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the HOMEPC 


pat th(z personal 
Back in your pC 

a unique gift under $15 


spouse, pets.. .you nam 
your computer screen. 


- children, 
it — right o 


It's easy. Just send us any color or black 
& white photo with name, address, and 
phone. Include $10 plus $1.95 S&H. 
We'll produce a copy for you on disk— 
for use as desktop wallpaper, screen 
saver, or in your desktop publishing 
documents. 

Allow 3-4 weeks delivery. Photo 
returned with disk. Call us today at 
617-245-2073 for quantity discounts. 

desktop J yi er ^ y 

f)arl i ngSsm 

25 ©onevir-TlVjz;. Wak^fi^ld, Mrtl OtSSO 


Cakewalk 

home studio™ 


Turn On, 
Play In, 

Print Out. 

With Cakewalk Home Studio™, 

making music on your PC has 
never been easier. 

Play along with MIDI files. Improve 
your musical skills. Create and print 
original compositions. Even add voice or sound effects to your MIDI tracks 
for multimedia presentations. 

>■ 256-track MIDI sequencer for Windows 3.1 
>■ Works with sound cards and MIDI instruments 
Staff view, piano roll, faders, tempo map, more 
>- Prints up to 16 staves per page 
>■ Fast drag-and-drop editing 
>- Plays back digital audio wave files 
>■ Includes Wave editor and CanvasMan™ software 

"Now Only $129!" 

To order, or for more information, call 

800-234-1171 or 617-926-2480. 

Demo pack $5. Song file collections 
I [mil and drum patterns also available. 



||“ 


Tone 



A ^Home 
Manager 

Simple Software 

50 Ways to Organize Your Life 
from Medical Records to Little 
League ^ Easy to Install and Use 

Built-in Help for any Question 
Create Personalized Applications 
for those One-of-a-Kind Interests 


Just 

$ 59 * 


Simply call or write 
to place your order: 


Call 1-800-836-0047 


BLOCS Software, Inc. 

P.O. Box 216 Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 


MUSIC/HOME MANAGER/SCREEN SAVER 

































EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE/LANGUAGE/SHAREWARE 


the HOMEPC 


c t ■ e 


Foreign Language Software ytr 

w^Translators-Word Processors-Tutorials-Fonts & 


Japanese or Chinese 
TwinBridge Power 


Business Solutions 
Wholesale Prices 
Hard to find software 


40,000 Word/Phrase Translator 
Chinese/Japanese True Type Fonts 
Chinese/Japanese Word Processing 











.Hr 1 -! 1 . J 1 1 J 1 .'-Hi-tH 


jUrdu^ xHebrew® diArabic^t 
Built-in Keyboard Utility-TrueType Fonts 
§Czechu <$Gujarati$ ^Farsij 

Windows Word Processor 

rpRussian* aThaitf fTFIindiT) 
EGreekX OKhmerti nSpanishn I 


Supports Over 100 Languages 

ARABIC, CYRILLIC, E.EVROPEAN, W.EUROPEAN, 
GREEK, HEBREW, INDIAN, SJi.ASIAN, OTHERS CALL 

special 




few $169 


: Cyrillic 

atically translates 600,000 Words and Phrases! 
#1 English to Russian PC machine Translator in the Wi 

free catalog " Great Buys 

TransLanguage Inc. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 


I , (iirciQtf ID©* y 

▼ Chinese or Japanese Windows translation dictionary $29! 

Learn Russian, Japanese or French multimedia tutorial $29! 
Spanish to/from English machine translator for Windows $39! 
True Type Fonts- Hebrew, Russian, Greek& 50+ Languages $29! 


FREE CATALOG 

PO Box 18024 
Anaheim CA. 92807 
Fax (714) 998-1296 


800 - 308-8883 E3 


America's Leading Source for 

Educational Systems and Software 

How do I know what works best for me and my family? 
We take the guesswork out! 

• Newest Computer Systems 

• Latest Educational Software 

Math, Foreign Languages, Reading, Architecture, Etc. 

• For Children, Teens and Adults 

• Easy to Use 

Fast, Fun, Intelligent - the Best Way to Learn! 

• Fully Supported and Guaranteed 

Call for a free catalog! 800-915-5515 


The Home Learning (enter. 

or write: 19800 MacArthur Blvd. Suite 700 • Irvine, CA 92715 


Free Catalog! 

Call: 1-800-876-3475 

Reasonable Solutions'® 
affordable software for 
IBM PCs & compatibles. 
Best shareware available 
anywhere 

► Hundreds of DOS & 
Windows programs for 
the entire family 
► Always the latest 
versions 

► Guaranteed Virus-Free 

► Best technical 
support 

► Lowest prices 
rush me a free catalog. 



Reasonable Solutions®, Inc. 1221 Disk Drive, Medford, OR 97501-6639 
Phone (503) 776-5777 / FAX (503) 773-7803 / Orders (800) 876-3475 

Call or fax 24-hours a day, or write for your free 
Reasonable Solutions ® software catalog today! 






























































* sar--. 


Pore to compare! Gall today for your FREE catalog. 


ICA Software offers the highest quality shareware available to you on a riskfree 

basis. Simply type ICA to access the EZ installation and you're ready to go! We 

provide industry leading support for all the products we sell. If for any reason 

you're not completely satisfied with our software, return it within 

ninety days for a full refund. And remember, if you find a lower 

price for any of the shareware we carry, we'll beat it! software 






















M/MULTIMEDIA 


the HOMEPC 


e c t i o n 


CD-ROMs 



66 min. VHS TAPE 

Discover "Sampler/Hardware" 

the World Only 
of CD-Rom j 


And 

Multimedia! 

Become Informed BEFORE 
you buy CD-Rom & Multimedia 
Hardware or Software 
• LIVE video of TOP selling CD-Rom 
Titles ACTUALLY RUNNING on a PC 
■ Informative Section on Buying & 
Using multimedia Hardware. 

Compton's Encyclopedia. Comanche. Critical 


CHARGE BY PHONE: 

1 - 800 - 435 - 6442 

We Accept Visa, Mastercard, 
American Express & Discover cards 
or send check or money order to: 
Multimedia Logi<f M - Dept. PC 
P. O. Box 1268 
Desoto, TX 75123-1268 



Same dAy 
shippiNq on 
most tItIes 


CD ROM SofTWARE 
foR tNe WholE FAiviily 


: CaII foR Current PRiciNq 
on These Hot TItIes 


• Bookshelf 

• 7th Guest 

• Cinemania 

• Mequrace 
•Just Grandma 

&Me 

• Outpost 


• Encarta 
•Myst 

• Corel Draw 
•Rebel Assault 
•Arthurs Teacher 

Trouble 

•Carmen Sandiego 

- Plus 100's more - 
We also buy, sell & trade memory 
CaII ToII-Free to OrcIer or foR a Free updATE 

1 800 8 CD ROMS 

UNCONdiTioNAlly GuarameecI 
*PP DeaIer iNpuiRiEsJV eIcome 





^yber§gojtware 


SuperXD 6 Pack 

.f’olli 


Hundreds of dollars of DOS. MAC & Windows software 
An amazing value available for a limited time at just: 


95 


*19 

for Six Top CDs 


Great for Gifts with games, educational & 
reference software. Includes famous titles 
such as Jurassic Art, the Auto Almanac, 
National Parks, Gigabyte Guide, & more 


Order at 1 (800) 288-6347 $3.95 shipping 
or PO Box 42787 Las Vegas, NY 89116 



efs, research indi- how to control & use fear, 

S cates that women who target vital strike points 
■ fight back are less likely with power vs strength. 

to be injured, raped or Improve safety of 
B killed than those who employees and cut costs 9 


Using slow-motion film and lost productivity 
sequences, this Microsoft resulting from violent 
X Windows program teach- crime. 

■ es how to avoid or STUN Over 100,000 have 
I any attacker with proven learned and used these I 
S physical & psychological techniques to enhance 
I weapons in order to RUN personal safety and 
8 from danger. defend themselves. 


BOKH9BI 



PJMBfflSR Special $ 29 


* CORPORATION 

Call 800-538-6491 • Fax 800-257-5390 j 

i • Wayzata • h 


•Free Catalog 

•24-Hr Order Line fttOO 1 ^ 17*0224 VISA 

•350+Titles in Stock X.W1WJ 3* / VXeA**# 

Beneath e Steel Sky.$39 

Street Fighter J & M ........ $29 

gL^yi 

Critical Path. ZZZZZZ $24 

Day of the Tentacle.$29 

Bailey's Book House . $39 

M yst-$49^ 

inhlaritVha E.Vfh*.*.**.**.*.**.** *. . .. . $37 

Jump Raven ... $44 

Ma?millan Diet for Children .... $21 
Mixed Up Mother 6oose .$15 

PuH-PoH's Fan Pick .$19 

Put-Putt Joins the Porode . $19 

MS Bookshelf 94- $39 

Land* of Lore . $39 

Audoboo't Birds . $16 

Aodoboo's Minmil, . $16 

Legend !f Synnd lilVlZZ” $1» 

Mad Dog MeCreo $19 

Mad Dog II- Lost Gold . $24 

Mario i* Missing (Deluxe) . $19 

Utilities, Cheats for Doom) . $17 
Mie 9 roeo C ,m .ff 

Beyond Planet Earth . $37 

Microsoft Bookshelf 94 . $39 

^ Eoeirto 94 - $59 

MYST*’. $49 

Outpost . $39 

Rebel Assault^ .. $45 

St™ Trek # 25th*Anoiversarv .... $29 

National Parks of America . $19 

Phone Disc USA - Residen . $59 

Phone Disc USA ■ Business . $59 

Sharks (Discovery . $37 

USA Street Atlas (Delorme) ... $89 

!is | 

|Hotf| Little Monster at School ■ $35 i 


9) 874-0288 Fax:(419)874-2944 


Computer Gallery I 

Perrysburg, Ohio 43552 







































































by NeoSoft Corp. 


Easy, affordable, and powerful. 
Create/edit graphic images and 
arrange them into stunning 
audio-visual presentations! 

Great (or creating illustrations for desk¬ 
top publishing, editing images, producing 
presentations, and other projects. Edits 
images From black and white, all the way 
up to 24-bit color resolutions. Clip-art 
stamp pad, watercolor, charcoal/pastel, 
gradients, distort, bezier curves, cloning, 
crop, blend, rotation (single degree incre¬ 
ments), 3-D objects, and many other 


images into slide show- 
ions, complete with ani 
effects, palette matching, 
audio supported. 


NeoPaint Presentations Pack— $69.95 suss, retail 
NeoPaint —$45.00 sussested retail 
(does not contain presentations module) 
evaluation copy available for $10 shipping/handling, or 
download at no charse from our 24-hour BBS. 


SOFTWARE SUPPORT INTERNATIONAL 

Your Reliable Source of IBM/PC CD-ROM Software At Rock-Bottom Prices! 


Amer Business Phone r,.wj 

Animals, San Diego. 

Arthur's Teacher Trouble .... 


Backroad Racers . 

Best of Microprose.. 

Bibles & Religion. 

Carmen World Deluxe. 

CD Caddies. 

CD Jewell Cases. 

Championship Wrestling. 

C1CA MicrosoftW'i'ndows'I 

t Heaven 2. 

, t Warehouse. 

Coffee Break Collection. 

Colossal Cookbook. 

Complete Bookshop. 

Complete Legal Guide. 

Composer's Quest. 

Compton's Interactive Enc .. 
Computer Reference Library 

cbSKkfeve^'z':::::::::: 

Corel Draw 3.0. 

Critical Path. 

Cyberrace . 

Dagger of Amon/Laura Bow 2 

Deathstar Arcade Battles. 

Desert Storm. 

Dictionaries & Languages ... 
Dinosaurs! Multimedia Enc 


. $8.95 
.$17.95 

. $8.95 
. $24.95 
. $14.95 
. $49.95 
. $24.95 
. $21.95 
. $22.95 
. $8.95 
. $18.95 


Dinosaur Safari. 

Direct Phone. 

Dune. 

Encarta, Microsoft. 

Encyclopedia of Sound vl or v2 . 
Encyclopedia, Groilers v6 .. 

Eye of Beholder 3. 

F-15 Strike Eagle 3. 

Family Doctor. 

Family Education Collection.. 

Gabriel Knight. 

Games 1994 . 

Games Galore . 

GIFs CJsdorelZ 
Guinness Recor 

Ham Radio. 

Holy Bible & Christian SW ... 

Hugo’s House of Horrors. 

Indy Jones/Fate of Atlantis .... 
'-Impersonatior- 


Printshop Ensemble. 

Return to Zork. 

Secret Monkey Island. 

Select Phone. 

Shareware Overload Trio.... 

Sirius 5 Foot 10 Pack vl . 

Sirius 5 Foot 10 Pack v2. 

Software Vault 2. 

So Much Shareware 4 . 

Sound Library 2. 

Sound Sensations. 

Spellcasting Party Pack. 

Star Trek 25th Anniversary 

Star Wats Chess. 

Star Wars/Rebel Assault. 

Story of the World Cup. 

Time Almanac / 1990. 

TFX.... 




Virtual Vegas . 

Who Killed Sam Rupert... 
Who Shot Johnny Reck .... 
Willy Beamish. 


NEW VERSION 3.0! 


For more information. 


NeoSoft Corn 


>r a dealer near you: 

1 - 800 - 545-1392 

(503) 389-5489 TEL 
(503) 388-8221 FAX 
(503) 383-7195 BBS 


USA & CANADA 
CALL TOLL 
FREE TODAY! 


1 - 800 - 356-1179 

Major Credit Cards Accepted 

ltroad Range ol' Titles Available 


U.S. residents of 4b States - 
shipping. All others may call 
for our latest free catalog . 
2700 N.h. Andrcxen R«L#/ 


1 S5.50 per order for ground 
sh ipping costs. Taft or wrile 
iware Support interna(ionai 


CD ROM/ MULTIMEDIA 





















































GAME CONTROLLERS, DISKS/CRAFTS 


the HOMEPC connection 


FLV THE BEST! 



THE BEST GONE CONTROLLERS 
FOR VOUR SYSTEM 

CH Products offers gamers quality joysticks, flight yokes, game- 
cards. and trackballs for all games and simulations. We've taken 
our line of IBM peripherals and expanded into Macintosh and 300™ 
From advanced computer pilots and 
auto racers to those just taking 
. off. CH Products has the 
‘ A right controller for you. __ 

^ all Made-in-the U.S.A. pmjim, 

CH Products lets you fly 
higher, move faster, 





Mte I«* folf> Save <ke 

MicroDisk Services introduces 
a unique concept in recycling: 


170 


outdated and discontinued 
software packages are dis- 
assembled to their recyclable 
components and the disks are recovered. These disks 
are erased, preformatted and quality-checked, then 
sold to environmentally-conscious computer users 
"ke you at substantial savings! You save money and 
keep unused disks out of our nation’s landfills! 

Quality is Guaranteed 

se high-quality floppy disks have been quality-checked 
he disk manufacturer, again by the software publisher, and finally by 
MicroDisk Services. These disks have been written to once but never used, 
and carry our lifetime guarantee! The overlabels are made of recycled 
paper. Minimum orders are 50 disks, with additional increments of 50 disk 
lots. Each order of 100 disks or more receives a FREE Windows Screensaver 
featuring 22 colorful full-screen images from Second Nature Software. 
Visa, MasterCard and checks payable to MicroDisk Services are welcomed. 


MicroDisk^ ice 

15530 Woodinville-Redmond Road 
Woodlnville, WA 98072 

-800-624-7273, ext 4057 

Fax 800-535-8243 
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one Fishin’™ simulates fresh, \t_... 

on the shore of Lake Ontario. Load your tackle box with your best tackle and head 
off to your favorite fishing spot to hunt for species such as smallmouth bass, large- 
- 1 the fa—- 


mouth bass, pike, muskie and the famous walleye. 


temperature and fish behavior. Lear 
what tackle to use or ask the Fishin 
best catches in the Fishing Lodge or test your 
derbies. This simulation is detailed enough to 
yet flexible enough to provide entertainment ti 


leather, water 
most fish and 
iway. Display your 
arid during fishing 




Ruth's Recipes 


(«R ^ recipes 

. • Add your own recipes 

featuring: . Search by ingredient 
or category 
• Menu Planner 
Nutritional informa- 


tW" 


¥ 00 ® 


■ Makes shopping list 
1 Adjust recipes for 
larger or smaller 
groups 

1 Available for 
Microsoft® Windows™ 


Coming soon fob 

TBE Macintosh! 



Christmas Special 

Buy the program for our low price of *29.95 
, and get our printed cookbook (with full-color ' J= **‘[ 
pictures), a $19.95 value, for only $7.95. 

Free S&H. Expires 12/31/94. -«4 

. ZD 


Call about oijb FREE trial offer! 

Shirley’s Kitchen 1-800-846-RUTH (7884) 
1785 West 7800 South W. Jordan, UT 84088 


ENTERTAINMENT/COOKING/CRAFTS 



















































A REFRESHER COURSE 
IN HOME ECONOMICS 


like you to take this 
simple test to see if your home 
is as energy efficient as possible. 
Ready? Let’s begin. How many 
of you have TV’s? 
How many times 
have you left the 
room and left it 



If allgas-heated homes on? How many 

were properly weather stripped 
we’d save enough naturalgas ^ ^ 
to heat 4 million homes. 

fallen asleep watching it only to 
wake up to the “Star Spangled 
Banner”? And what about your 


lamps and lights? Do you turn 
them off when you exit a room? 
Is your house excessively lit dur¬ 
ing the day? Next, check your 
thermostat Odds are, it could 
use adjusting. And finally, see if 


They’re simple to 
use, and inexpen¬ 
sive. Turn your 
thermostat up or 
down a few 



degrees. If you 


Turning off your limits 
can save electricity 
and reduce carbon 


there’s a draft coming from your 
windows and doors. If there is, 
you’re letting valuable 
energy fly right outside. 


get cold, grab a dioxide pollution. 
sweater or a blanket If you’re 
hot wear fewer clothes. 

As for your windows and 


If everybody adjusted their 

Now, for the answers, thermostat by 6 degrees we doors, a couple pack- 

could save up to 190,000 

Try installing timers hctrreh °f oil a % ages of $3.00 weather 
n your lights and television. I stripping should do the trick. 



Each of these things will help 
save natural resources for the 
years to come. And if we can do 
that we all deserve high marks. 
FOR MOKE INFORMATION AND 
TIPS CALL l-800-MY-SHARF. 

IT'S A CONNECTED WORLD. 
DO YOUR SHARE. 



I.Earth Share 
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AMTEX PINBALL CLASSICS 


AMTEX 



Amtex, the leader in computer pinball 
technology, brings you the experience of 
real pinball to your computer. 

Start your collection with Tristan, Amtex's first 
award winning pinball simulation which incorporates realistic ball action, 
colorful graphics and exciting sound effects.Then add to your pinball 
collection with selections from the Amtex Pinball Classics that capture 
the experience of real pinball games made by the world’s 
leading pinball manufacturers - Bally, Williams and Gottlieb. 




L : lai cil Dcc-au About Your Kc-’vt Vdoatou, 
With the Ultimate Computer Aided Travel CD-ROM 

Rent Private Homes With Spectacular Views, Private Pools and Beaches 
Villa Rentals Range From Surprisingly Affordable to Extravagant 
Guaranteed to Keep You Warm All Winter! 

Cnll (H HO) CT>V1U A . 


« 400 Villas, Complete Descriptions 
and Over 2300 Full-Color Pictures 

Plus Condos, Resorts, Yacht Charters 

^ Search Criteria, Slide Shows, Music 
W st Voice Instructions for New Users 


v Extensive Regional Information St 
“ Pictures for 20 Caribbean Islands 

•itfr Maps for Each Island With Property 
w Locations, Beaches, Roads St Airports 

Makes a Great Gift - Only $29.95 
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HOMEPC 


The DX15F combines high resolution, advanced 
features, 80 MHz bandwidth, and a 0.28mm dot 
pitch, all in a 15" screen. 


Fill out 


the survey 

and win 


D 

JL Return your completed survey 
before December 23, 1994 and 
qualify for the drawing to win one 
of two Mag Innovision monitors. 


Not only do you have the chance to 
win, you'll ensure HomePC covers 
what you want to read. No purchase 
necessary. Simply fill out and return 
the survey at the right to CMP 
Publications, Inc. 


The suggested retail price for these 
monitors is $1,200. 


Mag Innovision's Green Energy DX17F is an ultra-high 
resolution, 100MHz digitally controlled 17" monitor 
with non-interlaced 1280 x 1024 resolution and a 
0.26mm dot pitch. 


macs 
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HOMEPC 


help you! 


To help us better understand how you use the com¬ 
puters in your household and what your software 
preferences are, we would appreciate your partici¬ 
pation in this confidential survey. Your responses 
will help us provide the stories and information 
most important to you and will make you eligible to 
win a free prize! 

1. Please check one of the following. Are you: 

□ A subscriber to HomePC ? □ A newsstand buyer of HomePC ? 

□ Reviewing a sample copy of HomePC! 

2. Are you male or female? What is your age? 

□ Male □ female Age_ 


3. What is the total household income at your residence? 

□ Under $20,000 □ $80,000-599,999 

□ $20,000-539,999 □ $100,000-$124,999 

□ $40,000-559,999 □$125,000+ 

□ $60,000-579,999 

4. What is the highest level of education you've completed? 

□ High school graduate □ Post-graduate study/no degree 

□ Some college/no degree □ Post-graduate degree(s) 

□ College graduate 


5. Do you have children currently living in your household 
and/or attending college? 


□ No (If "No," please skip to question 7) 


6. If "Yes," how many children live in your household or attend 
college and what are their ages? 


Age Number of children Age Number of children 

1-4 M_f 16-19 _M_F 

5-9 M_F 20-22 _M_F 

10-15 _M_F 23+ M_F 

7. Do you run a business from your home? 

□ Yes □ No (If "No," please skip to question 8) 

7a. If "Yes," please check off your line of business. 

□ Computer programmer □ Doctor □ Real estate broker 

□ Consultant □ Graphics artist □ Researcher 

□ Contractor □ Lawyer □ Writer 

□ Other (please specify) _ 


7b. How important is your home computer to your business? 

□ Very □ Somewhat □ Not at all 


7c. What are the main uses for your computer in your home 
business? (Please check all that apply.) 


□ Billing/tracking time □ Customer databases □ Investment research 

□ Business planning □ E-mail □ Research 

□ Correspondence □ Financial records □ Telecommuting 

□ Other (please specify) _ 


7d. Do you employ anyone else in your home-based business? 

□ Yes □ No (If "No," please skip to question 8) 

7e. Do your employees have computers in their homes? 

□ Yes □ No 

7f. Do your employees use computers in your home? 

□ Yes □ No 


8. For each category below, please indicate whether anyone in 
your household now owns any software of that type, the 
most frequent user of that software and whether your household 
plans to purchase any software of that type in the next 6 to 
12 months (if your household already has software from a given 
category and plans to buy more, please check both boxes). 


Flight game 


Musical artist compilation 
Role-playing game 
Screen savers 


Software related to a TV show 
Strategy game 
War game 


CHILDREN'S EDUCATION SOFTWARE: 

Arl/animation □ 

Foreign language □ 

" jraphyAistory □ 


& apf 


Writing/word pri 


ADULT EDUCATION/HOBBY SOFTWARE 


Collectibles 

(e.g., coins, stamps, trading cards) 
Cooking/wine 

Design (home, landscape, garden) 

"—'ing/art 
gn langi 


Foreign language 


Sports 

Teach yourself computing 
Travel 

Writing/reading 


PERSONAL PRODUCTIVITY SOFTWARE: 


Communications software 


Desktop publishing Q □ c 

Integrated programs Q □ C 

(usually modified versions of word processor, spreadsheet, database) 
Personal finance n nr 

Personal information managers (PIMs) 


□ □ 


□ □ 


Spreadsheet _ _ _ _ 

Suite programs Q □ □ □ C 

(combinations of word processor, spreadsheet, database, graphics and sometimes e-mail) 
Tax software □ □ □ □ □ 

Utilities □ □ □ □ □ 

Word processor □ □ □ □ □ 

Other □ □ □ □ □ 

Please specify:_ 


Please complete other side <4 


TO MAIL THIS CARD: FOLD CARD AT CENTER AND TAPE CLOSED 

J 


NS12 


Plan to purchase in 
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9. Please indicate your next four or five planned software pur¬ 
chases and the most important reasons for your purchase. 

Software Reasons for purchase 


10. How interested are you in linking two or more computers 
together, or in sharing devices such as CD-ROM drives between 
computers? 

□ Very □ Somewhat □ Very little □ Not at all 

11. Do you subscribe to a commercial on-line service? 

□ Yes □ No (If "No," please skip to question 12) 

1 la. If "Yes," which one(s)? 

□ America Online □ Delphi □ Prodigy 

□ CompuServe □ Genie 

□ Other (please specify)_ 


11 b. Please check all the types of on-line information/services you 
use, and rank them in order of their importance to you, with *1" being 
the most important, "2" being the next most important and so on. 


Business advice/information 

_Magazines 

Chat 

_News 

E-mail 

_Research 

Financial information 

__ Reviews 

Games 

_Shareware 

Hobbies 

Other (olease specify) 

_Shopping 


12. Please complete the following (required for prize eligibility): 
Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City:_ 

State:_ Zip Code:_ 

Phone: ( )_ 



FOLD HERE TO MAIL 


Place 

Proper Postage 
Here 


HOMEPC 

CMP Publications, Inc. 

600 Community Drive 
Manhasset, NY 11030-9811 
Attn: Michael DeMilt 


i_ ... i _ t _ L 




































Fix Windows 

at the Touch of a Button 


MS Windows is great. UMIMBI 

But robust? Not always. 

Lost drivers, bad .INI '•**"■* 

files, misplaced DLLs and application 
components, printing and network 
problems... they're all capable of stop¬ 
ping your productivity dead in its tracks. 

Then, you get to either put on your 
own ‘tech support’ hat and wrestle with 
the problem, or call for tech support. 

And wait. 

Forget that. Now you can avoid 
many crashes altogether. 

Introducing First Aid 
for Windows Users" 

This simple, automatic program runs in 
the background and monitors Windows 
behavior, anticipating problems. 


■ When it finds a prob- 
I lem, it pops up, alerting you 
to the situation, explaining 
it, and providing the solution. One key¬ 
stroke or mouse click, and it's fixed. 
That’s all there is to it. 

First Aid tor Windows Users fixes 
over 1,000 common problems with 
Windows and most popular Windows 
applications. 

Ask your favorite 


or call us direct. 

Reach for Priced at less than 
our First Aid $50, it will pay for itself 
package. the first time you use it. 

First Aid for 

Windows Users is the application you 
can't afford to be without. 


Inslant Support From 

CyberMedia 

1800 Century Park East, Suite 1145, Century City, CA 90067 

800-5CYBER-D Fax: (310) 843-0120 


BABYDOC 

On call for your child 24 hours a day 


Software to keep children healthy 


Record 
Medical History 
Identification 
Insurance Info 
Hospital Info. 
Family Info. 
Doctor Info. 
Laboratory Info. 
Print 

Medical Reports 


Evaluate 
Immunization 
Growth 
Development 
Lead Poisoning 
Diasnose 
500 Diseases 
Read up on 
300 Diseases 
700 Medications 


BABYDOC 


The Doctor Will See You Now! 

Endorsed By The American College Of Emergency Physicians 


FULL MOTION video 660 MEGABYTES OF REAL MEDICINE! 

More than 70 Full-Motion Videos 

ilsl S ’I Pronounces Medical Terms for You 

... c IMAGELIBRARY 1,500 "Real Life" Photo Images, Censor Capable 

p 3 ™"*™*** The ° nly CD that Can Dia 9 nose! 

.Y Low Cost Updates Annually 

f Over 30,000 Embedded Hypertext Links 

Complete Personal Record Keeping 
Complex Drug Interaction Analysis 

SS JT Full Print Capability 

K p H H \ PUESTiON screen Competitve Upgrade • Mail us ANY Medical CD, 

V ; and get the Home Medical Advisor Pro for only $ 39.95 

I j See your software dealer or call us today 1 - 800 - 788-2099 

pijS Jl l&.j HOME medical advisor 

''’Hfliiisf PRO • V4.0 

r PIXEL PERFECT Stephen J. Schueler, M.D., F.A.C.E.P 

TEL (407) 779-0310 • FAX (407) 777-0323 • 10460 South Tropical Trail • Merritt Island, FL 32952 f US ^ 


MEDICAL REFERENCE/PROBLEM RESOLUTION 
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THE PRECIOUS YEARS ™ 



A CHILDHOOD SOFTWARE JOURNAL 

The true joy of parenting is the 
experience of watching our children 
grow and change from their birth to 
adolescence and beyond. THE 
PRECIOUS YEARS ™ provides an 
easy, fun computerized journal of your 
children’s life including: 

ip -Medical History 
Ip -Immunizations 
IP -Growth Statistics 
f -Baby Book 

tp -School Grades & Accomplishments 
tp -Family Tree 
tp-Childhood Diary 
tp -Photographs 

tp -Babysitter Emergency Section 
tp -Reports for Family Members 

For more information or to order your 
family’s copy contact: 

800-908-4448 

VISAVMC\CHECK *$39.95 

CENTSIBLE SOFTWARE 
10050 MONTGOMERY ROAD 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45242 
513-683-0709 

RETAILER INQUIRIES WELCOMED 
*plus $3 Shipping\Handling fees 

E-Mail Address: 

CompuServe - 75203, 3657 
America On-Line - Doug Scha 

REQUIRES WINDOWS 3.1 



The Best 
Educational 
Software At 
The Best 
Prices 


Kids CD-ROM Connection 
" reviews children’s software 

• and can sell top-rated CD’s 

• at a great price!! We only 

• recommend quality 

• children’s software which 

• stimulates creativity and 
a cognitive learning skills 

and which allows your child 
to be in control. Connect 

• your kids to a world of fun 

• and learning! Here are our 

• top picks: 



FREE! Dr. Ts Sing-A-Long Kids Classics when you buy 
three or more of the above titles. 


We accept Visa and MasterCard. 



Logo Programming Language 
for Windows 


Logo is an easy-to-use programming 
language created for children. Logo is 
an excellent first programming language 
for both children and adults. 

♦ Make Windows screen savers. Turn 
Logo programs into screen savers in 
just a few seconds! 

♦ Application generator builds “stand¬ 
alone” programs. 

♦ Create exciting graphics with 

multiple turtles. 

♦ Built-In editor and debugging 
support. 

♦ Extensive on-line help. 

Run-time module required for stand¬ 
alone programs and screen savers 
included. 

Requires Windows 3.1 



Absolutely 

FREE 

Mini Fun Pack 


What a Value! 

Six Fun-filled Activities 
for the 

Whole Family 


p New Original Games 
p Fun Learning Words 
p Exciting Action Games 
p "A-maze-ing" Puzzles 
p Great For All Ages 

1 - 800 - 822-6790 


450 Oak Street, P 


RMAC0N 


Note; There is a non-refundable $9.95 shipping and 
administration charge. Please have your credit card 
ready; Visa, MasterCard. Limit one copy per household. 
Offer good in continental US only. 



TYKE BYTES 

Educational Software 
for Children 

Over 70 low-cost, high-quality 
original programs available for the 
IBM-PC (DOS and Windows) and 
the Apple Macintosh. Ages 3-16. 
$3 for sample disk. 

(Specify computer type/disk size.) 

SASE or phone for brochure. 

KIDware 

15600 NE 8th, Suite B1-314 
Bellevue, WA 98008 

(206) 721-2556 
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Does this much 


come out of your mailbox? 



Call (800) TLC-8622 for a FREE Children's Software Catalog! 

T.L.C.t® 


Over 200 tides for IBM, Macintosh and 
CD ROM; 

Sega, Nintendo and 3D0 too! 



It’s Here! 

A powerful new version of the 
Logo programming language 
is now available for Windows. 

PC Logo for Windows is an easy-to-undeiftand 
computer language that makes learning fun. 

Now you can help your children practice at home 
>vhat they are learning in school. 

But, for all its simplicity and friendliness, 

PC Logo is challenging for experienced programmers too. 


HARVARD 


Features include: 

• Illustrated, full-color 
on-line help 

• Multiple turtles: 
command separately 
or together 

• Tiirtle color, speed 
and shape control 

• Supports Windows 
installed fonts and 
printers 

• Compatible with other 
Windows programs 


For more information 
or to order, call: 


800-774-LOGO 


0 Holworthy St. • Cambridge, MA 02138 • Fax (617) 492-4610 
CompuServe 70312,243 • Internet 70312.243@compuserve.com 


NE A 
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SS* MI GUT y 

i»3i IPiOWIEE EAB!<S!IES ™ 

"Mighty Morphin Power Rangers", the hot new children's TV series from Saban Entertainment, comes 
to CD-ROM for MAC and MSDOS in 5 exciting live action shows! Follow Jason, Kimberly, Billy, Trini and Zack 
as they battle an intergalactic sourceress. See the Power Rangers "morph" into costumed superhereos and 
burst into action with amazing fighting powers drawn from the spirits of ancient dinosaurs. This CD-ROM allows 
you to mix and match scenes from different shows. Video, audio, text and graphics are right at your fingertips, 
providing hours of thrilling entertainment. You can follow your favorite Ranger from scene to scene, or see a 
complete adventure through from beginning to end, You can pick and choose your favorite scenes and watch 
them one at a time, or play them back in any order you want. The last scene teaches kids to say NO! to 
drugs. Also enclosed is membership information for the Power Rangers Fan Club! What a great wav 
for kids to learn to use the computer! Send just $29.95 plus $3.95 shipping & handling. 

Order by December 15th, 1994 and receive a special holiday bonus! HO, HO, HO! 


CALL OR WRITE FOR 
A FREE PRICE 

LIST. OR FOR A 
DETAILED 
CATALOG SEND 
$4.95 TO: 


(Trademark of Saban Int'l.) 


CATALOG INCLUDES: 

* hundreds of leading educational software products with complete descriptions, awards 
& recommendations * a $5.00 off coupon toward any software purchase 

* information on joining the SAS Kid's Computer Club which offers quarterly newsletters, 
special discounted educational software purchases & free gifts 

* SAS Scholastic Software Bundles designed to meet standard grade level curriculums; 
offered with customized menus and leading software products at fantastic savings 

School-Age Software Season's 

5420 Douglas Blvd. Granite Bay, CA. 95746 ^ .• . 

(916) 791-0703 ureetingsi 


FUN EducatioNAL 

Software 

* BEGINNERS ^ 

COMPUTER SKILLS-READING 
RHYME - OBJECT MATH - SHAPES - TYPING 
MOUSE SKILLS - COLORING BOOKS - ABCs 

30 PROGRAMS 


El 


5 NEON 

COLORED DISKS 


U 


2-7 YEAR OLDS WILL LOVE LEARNING 
WHILE PLAYING THESE EDUCATIONAL GAMES 
ALL PROGRAMS RUN FROM 3 1/2" HD DISK 


FREE BONUS! l disk (g 6 games 


Kid's Advantage 

1-800-KIDS-181 


Life should be t an adventure , 
so seek the sourcel 

AdventureSource 

The BBS dedicated to 
kids of any age. 

Easy-to-use menus. 

Fully supervised and monitored. 

1000’s of shareware titles-education, adventure 
& arcade. 

Play interactive games with other members. 
Teleconference with other members on-line. 

Send E-Mail to other members. 

For a FREE TRIAL , 
dial your modem to: 

(313)953-8666 

or call on your telephone 

(313) 953-8662 
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Point Your Kids in the 
Right Directum! 

Introduce them to compass orienting! Here at last is The 
NaviGator®—an innovative and creative educational game 
that empowers children to learn compass directions while 
creating their very own city maps. Home and school tested, 
kids love the challenge and enjoy the reward of saving and 
printing their city maps. The NaviGator encourages: 

• Early map reading skills 

• Compass direction skills 

• Compass orientation s kill s 

• Symbol association 

• Spatial relations 

To order call: 1-800-557-7788 9:00am -9:00pm PST 
FAX: 408-358-2697 

fireatime 

P.O. Box 14155, Fremont, CA 94539 


LimCriaeu 


You Can't Buy 
Happiness. 

But For *29^ 
You Can Purchase 
Peace Of Mind. 


Protect Your Rles And Software With 

Automenu for Kids 

Introducing Automenu for Kids —a new 
menu design that’s fun for kids, and 
comforting for parents. 

Automenu for Kids 
lets kids start their 
favorite software— 
even if they don’t 
know how to use 
DOS or Windows. 

Best of all, it keeps 
them from getting into 
software and data not 
intended for their use. 
For just *29-95, 
discover the exciting 
new software concept 
that the Chicago Sun- 
Times says “may be 
the software bargain 
of this early holiday 
season.” 

To order, call 

1 - 800 - 662-4330 

or visit your local 
software retailer 


Automenu For Kids 
features a choice 
of three fun screens 
from which kids can choose 
their favorite games 
and programs. 



MAGEE 


2909 Langford Road, Suite A-600 
Norcross, GA 30071-1506 
(404) 446-6611 Fax: (404) 368-0719 

Note: Price does not include shipping and hatidling. 
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Give your kids their own World Series... 




The math education game that takes 
America's favorite pastime into the future. 
Practice math skills while playing baseball 
against rocket armed robot pitchers and 
radar using robot outfielders. 

Ages 5-! 2 _ _ .„, al Holiday P*® 


Special v 

$2<P 5 ^ 

V 800 - 217- a066 


• Play against a friend or the 
computer 

• Great graphics and sounds 

• Dino Humor 
•It Talks! 




Or a dinosaur to play with. 


Discovery Entertainment Software • 10689 Maplewood Street, Suite D • Cupertino CA 95014 



ThinkSmart’s 


The Ultimate 
College Application Tool 
NOW! Save hundreds of hours of searching. 

GET... Latest information on over 1000 Colleges & Universities. 
INSTANTLY... Matches you to the College of your Choice. 
GENERATE... Professional Application & Financial Aid Requests. 

Recommended by College Guidance Counselors 


To order call Toll-Free : 
1-800-925-6853 FAX : 914-356-1343 

A product of TES, Inc. 750 Chestnut Ridge Rd. Spring Valley, NY 10977 


Please Specify: Undergraduate Edition 
Medical School Edition 
Add $4.00 S&H Law School Edition 


A Must For The Serious College Applicant 
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REFLECTIONS ON HOME AND TECHNOLOGY 



When you’ve been running a successful home 
business as long as I have, change doesn ’t come 
easy. It’s not as if my head’s been buried in the 
snow: I know computers do wonderful things, 

Not a creature 

and I was glad when we installed them. It’s just 
that all that technology talk leaves me cold (and 


how we do things up here,” he said. 

“And what’s this?” I asked sheepishly. 

It s a mouse, chief,” Timbelline said. “It’s 
great—you can tell the computer what you 
want, and you won’t even have to take your 
mittens off. Here, try it!” 

“But if all our work’s on the PC I’ll be stuck 
at my desk all day,’ I balked. “I’m a hands-on 
kind of guy. My place is with the troops.” 

“I’ve been thinking about that,” he said. 
“You need mobility. Actually, I was hoping to 
fix you up with a nice little laptop. Of course, 
uh, well...it helps if you have a lap.” 

“Ho ho ho. Don’t get smart, Timbelline.” 

Timbelline took me to see a portable PC the 
elves were building. “Notice anything different?” 
he smiled when we hit the workshop. 

It was too quiet. No hammering. I must have 
looked alarmed. “Don’t worry, S.C.,” Timbelline 
said. “Observe.” He 
3 mOUSe.M pointed to a group of 
elves tapping on a 
keyboard to tweak the style of a doll house on 
screen. “Let me say one word: CAD.” 

“Pardon me?” 


was stirring? Well, maybe 

By 
Santa 


spare me the North Pole jokes, please). 

I can’t claim to understand any of it. I’m 
grateful that one of our elves, Timbelline, does. 
He s automated the reindeer feeding, built 
database for Mrs. Claus’s recipes, even writ¬ 
ten a program called The Santa Simulator « 
to train our helpers in the department % 
stores. But frankly, for the longest time, no m 
matter what he showed me, I couldn’t fj§ 
catch his gung-ho spirit. 

“Wait ’til you see this, sir,” 

Timbelline crowed one day, _ 

pointing gleefully to red and green figures 
dancing around the words JOEnet on his com¬ 
puter screen. 

“Who’s JOE?” I asked. 

“Not who, what. It’s the Jolly-Old-Elf net¬ 
work, sir. Like it? This honey’ll revolutionize 



“CAD, sir. Computer-aided design.” 

As I watched the screen gyrations, I couldn’t 
say if this efficiency was naughty or nice. We 
had megabytes and bandwidth and RAM, but 
were we losing our heart? I was beginning 
to feel old and out of step. Timbelline 
wanted to show me more, but I begged 
off. I slipped back to my office and shut 
the door. I was mulling over 
.Jfc real estate in Florida when I 
K noticed something blinking 
| on my computer screen 
I (yes, Timbelline had a PC 
P installed on my desk, too). 

Someone had sent me e-mail. 

“Dear Santa, I am 7 years old and I have a 
BIG problem. I still believe in you, of course, but 
it s getting harder every day. My friends say you 
don’t exist. Please, Santa, say it isn’t so. Your 
friend, Virginia. ” 

Ah, how many times have I seen letters like 
that? Nothing is so fragile and yet so vibrant as 
the hope in a child’s heart. That’s my real job, 
you know. To nurture dreams. And then it hit 
me: Maybe that’s the computer’s job, too. A PC 
may be cold, but it helps people follow their 
dreams, and that’s worth getting fired up about. 

Oh yes, there was a P.S.: Santa, please post 
your answer on the Internet. • 

Photograph by FPG International; illustration by Te.rry Allen 













Those PCs you were 
looking at yesterday 
have just become 
yesterday’s news. 




It’s a speakerphone, a fast modem. 
It’s listening to voicemail while 
you’re sending a fax. 

It’s how to eat the Big Boys’ lunch. 


D1 


Welcome to the new' world of Personal Computing and 
Communications-PC&C. And the powerful task management 
capabilities the AT&T Globalysr 360TPC ( 
brings to your work at home or small 
business. We listened to what people like I 

you said about how they work. And ^_ 

created a solution that works like an 
entire office. Complete with secretary. 

It starts with a fully featured multi-media 
platform. And adds a single-board communications 
command center. Including fax. Voicemail. Online access. 
Answering machine. Speed dialing. Autodialing. Phone book. 
Music on hold. And a whole lot of things no one else can offer. 

The Globalyst 360TPC is also a full duplex speakerphone. 
(That’s technospeak for brilliantly clear, natural sounding, naturally 
overlapping conversations with your client or your boss.) 

The speaker/microphone not only has AT&T Bell Labs’ 
unparalleled acoustics, it sits anywhere you want it on your desk. 
So you don’t have to hang over the monitor on conference calls. 

What’s more, the 360TPC searches its built-in personal phone 
directory to match up Caller ID numbers with a nanie, so you 
know who’s calling you before you answer. 

There are three ways to order your AT&T Globalyst PC&Cs. 
From America’s premier resellers, from the finest PC retail outlets, 
or direct. Call 1800 621-9122 to find out more. Or call our fax-back 
service at 1 800 438-4282 and ask for document 7360.' 






Now that NCR and AT&T are one, computing 
and communications have come together to help you 
get, move, and use information. 


AT&T 


: Global Information 
Solutions 




















\our four year old is already running your 
house. Why not give him a whole town? 


Kids these days. At one they’re walking, at two 
they’re already talking, and at three they’re operat¬ 
ing a fully functional recycling plant. In the new 
Richard Scarry’s How Things Work In Busytown. 

Your three-to-six year old will 
learn to do things like grow wheat 
on a farm, then grind it into flour 
at the mill and finally use it to bake 
bagels at the bakery. It’s all part of 


the eight connected playgrounds designed to teach 
children how people work together in a commu¬ 
nity. And How Things Work is from the creators 
of Busytown, the winner of the Parent’s Choice 
Award. Which means it’s one town you’ll 
be happy to let your child get lost in. 
Richard Scarry’s 

How Things Work 
In Busytown 


m Ak JL 
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